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PREFACE. 


In  1810  a work  was  published  in  Cambridge  under  the  follow- 
ing title — A Treatise  on  Isoperimetrical  Problems  and  the  Calculus 
of  Variations.  By  Robert  Woodhouse,  A.M. , F.R.8.,  Fellow  of 
Coins  College,  Cambridge.  This  work  details  the  history  of  the 
Calculus  of  Variations  from  its  origin  until  the  close  of  the  eighteenth 
century,  and  has  obtained  a high  reputation  for  accuracy  and 
clearness.  During  the  present  century  some  of  the  most  eminent 
mathematicians  have  endeavoured  to  enlarge  the  boundaries  of  the 
subject,  and  it  seemed  probable  that  a survey  of  what  had  been 
accomplished  would  not  be  destitute  of  interest  and  value.  Accord- 
ingly the  present  work  has  been  undertaken,  and  a short  account 
will  now  be  given  of  its  plan. 

As  the  early  history  of  the  Calculus  of  Variations  had  been 
already  so  ably  written,  it  was  unnecessary  to  go  over  it  again ; 
but  it  seemed  convenient  to  commence  with  a short  account  of 
two  works  of  Lagrange  and  a work  of  Lacroix,  because  they 
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exhibit  the  state  of  the  subject  at  the  close  of  the  eighteenth 
century ; the  first  chapter  is  therefore  devoted  to  these  works  of 
Lagrange  and  Lacroix.  The  notice  of  the  two  works  of  Lagrange 
is  very  brief,  for  in  fact  both  of  them  were  accessible  to  Wood- 
house,  and  he  has  given  a good  account  of  all  that  Lagrange 
accomplished.  The  notice  of  the  work  of  Lacroix  is  fuller  because 
the  second  edition  of  that  work  had  not  appeared  when  Wood- 
house  wrote ; it  was  also  necessary  to  indicate  two  important  mis- 
takes which  occur  in  Lacroix  on  account  of  their  influence  on  the 
history  of  the  subject ; see  Arts.  27  and  39. 

The  second  chapter  contains  an  account  of  the  treatises  of 
Dirkscn  and  Ohm. 

The  third  chapter  contains  an  account  of  a remarkable  memoir 
by  Gauss,  which  affords  the  earliest  example  of  the  discussion  of 
a problem  involving  the  variation  of  a double  integral  with  variable 
limits  of  integration. 

The  fourth  chapter  contains  an  account  of  a memoir  by  Poisson 
on  the  Calculus  of  Variations.  The  great  object  of  this  memoir  is 
to  exhibit  the  variation  of  a double  integral  when  the  limits  of 
integration  are  variable.  The  memoir  is  important  in  itself,  and 
also  from  the  fact  that  it  may  be  considered  to  have  led  the  way 
for  those  which  w<5re  written  by  Ostrogradsky,  Delaunay,  Cauchy 
and  Sarrus. 

The  fifth  chapter  contains  an  account  of  a memoir  by  Ostro- 
gradsky ; this  memoir  was  suggested  by  Poisson’s,  and  its  object  is 
to  exhibit  the  variation  of  a multiple  integral  when  the  limits  of 
the  integration  are  variable. 

The  Academy  of  Sciences  at  Paris  proposed  for  their  mathe- 
matical prize  subject  for  1842,  the  Variation  of  Multiple  Integrals. 
The  prize  was  awarded  to  a memoir  by  Sarrus,  and  honourable 
mention  was  made  of  a memoir  by  Delaunay.  The  memoir  of 
Delaunay  is  analysed  in  the  sixth  Chapter,  and  the  memoir  of 
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Sarrus  in  the  eighth  Chapter;  the  seventh  chapter  analyses  a 
memoir  by  Cauchy,  in  which  the  results  obtained  by  Sarrus  are 
presented  under  a slightly  different  form. 

Here  that  part  of  the  present  work  terminates  which  treats 
of  the  variation  of  multiple  integrals. 

The  next  three  chapters  treat  of  another  branch  of  the  subject, 
namely,  the  criteria  which  distinguish  a maximum  from  a minimum ; 
these  criteria  were  exhibited  in  a remarkable  memoir  published  by 
Jacobi  in  1837,  which  has  given  rise  to  a scries  of  commentaries 
and  developments.  The  method  of  Jacobi  is  founded  upon  one 
originally  given  by  Legendre ; accordingly  the  ninth  chapter  first 
explains  what  Legendre  accomplished,  and  also  what  was  added 
to  his  results  by  another  mathematician,  Brunacci,  and  then  finishes 
with  a translation  of  Jacobi’s  memoir.  The  tenth  chapter  con- 
tains an  account  of  the  commentaries  and  developments  to  which 
Jacobi’s  memoir  gave  rise.  The  eleventh  chapter  contains  some 
miscellaneous  articles  which  also  bear  upon  Jacobi’s  memoir* 

The  twelfth  chapter  contains  an  account  of  various  memoirs 
which  illustrate  special  points  in  the  Calculus  of  Variations. 
The  thirteenth  chapter  contains  an  account  of  three  comprehen- 
sive treatises  which  discuss  the  whole  subject.  The  fourteenth 
chapter  gives  a brief  notice  of  all  the  other  treatises  on  the  sub- 
ject which  have  come  to  the  writer’s  knowledge. 

The  fifteenth  chapter  notices  various  memoirs  which  have 
some  slight  connection  with  the  subject.  The  sixteenth  chapter 
„ notices  various  memoirs  which  relate  principally  to  geometry,  or 
differential  equations,  or  mechanics,  but  the  titles  of  which  are 
suggestive  of  some  relation  to  the  Calculus  of  Variations. 

The  seventeenth  chapter  gives  the  history  of  the  theory  of 
the  conditions  of  integrability. 

The  writer  has  endeavoured  to  be  simple  and  clear,  and  he 
hojtes  that  any  student  who  has  mastered  the  elements  of  the 
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subject  will  be  able  without  difficulty  to  understand  the  whole 
of  the  work. 

It  may  appear  at  first  sight  that  great  disproportion  exists 
between  the  spaces  devoted  to  the  various  treatises  and  memoirs 
which  are  analysed.  The  writer  ha3  not  considered  solely  or 
chiefly  the  relative  importance  of  these  treatises  and  memoirs, 
but  also  the  ease  or  difficulty  of  obtaining  access  to  them;  and 
thus  a work  of  inferior  absolute  value  may  sometimes  have  ob- 
tained as  long  a notice  as  another  of  higher  character  when  the 
latter  could  be  procured  far  more  readily  than  the  former. 

In  citing  an  independent  work  the  title  has  usually  been 
given  in  the  original  language  of  the  work,  but  in  citing  a me- 
moir which  forms  part  of  a scientific  journal  it  has  generally  been 
considered  sufficient  to  give  an  English  translation  of  the  title. 
Sometimes  a mathematician  has  been  named  in  the  history  before 
an  account  of  his  contributions  to  the  subject  has  been  given ; 
in  such  a case  by  the  aid  of  the  index  of  names  at  the  end 
of  the  volume  it  will  be  easy  to  find  the  place  which  contains 
the  account.  Occasionally  in  the  course  of  the  translation  of  a 
passage  from  a foreign  memoir  the  present  writer  has  inserted  a 
remark  of  his  own  ; this  remark  will  be  known  by  being  enclosed 
within  square  brackets. 

The  writer  may  perhaps  be  excused  for  stating  that  he  has 
found  the  labour  attendant  on  the  production  of  this  work  far  longer 
and  heavier  than  he  had  anticipated.  It  would  have  been  easy  to 
have  examined  merely  the  introductions  to  the  various  treatises  and  . 
memoirs,  and  thus  to  have  compiled  an  account  of  what  their  re- 
spective authors  proposed  to  effect ; but  the  object  of  the  present 
writer  wa3  more  extensive.  He  wished  to  ascertain  distinctly  what 
had  been  effected,  and  to  form  some  estimate  of  the  manner  in 
which  it  had  been  effected.  Accordingly,  unless  the  contrary  is 
distinctly  stated,  it  may  be  assumed  that  any  treatise  or  memoir 
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relating  to  the  Calculus  of  Variations  which  is  described  in  the 
present  work  has  undergone  thorough  examination  and  study. 
This  remark  does  not,  however,  apply  to  all  the  productions  which 
are  noticed  in  the  last  two  chapters  of  this  work. 

It  will  be  found  that  in  the  course  of  the  history  numerous 
remarks,  criticisms,  and  corrections  arc  suggested  relative  to  the 
various  treatises  and  memoirs  which  arc  analysed.  The  writer 
trusts  that  it  will  not  be  supposed  that  he  undervalues  the  labours 
of  the  eminent  mathematicians  in  whose  works  he  ventures  occa- 
sionally to  indicate  inaccuracies  or  imperfections,  but  that  his  aim 
has  been  to  remove  difficulties  which  might  perplex  a student. 
In  the  course  of  his  studies  the  writer  frequently  found  that  remarks 
which  he  intended  to  offer  on  various  points  had  been  already  made 
by  some  author  not  usually  consulted ; for  example,  the  considera- 
tions introduced  in  Art.  366  occurred ^him  at  the  commencement 
of  his  studies,  and  it  was  not  until  long  afterwards  that  he  found 
he  had  been  anticipated  by  Legendre ; see  Art.  202. 

The  writer  will  not  conceal  his  own  opinion  of  the  value  of  a 
history  of  any  department  of  science  when  that  history  is  presented 
with  accuracy  and  completeness.  It  is  of  importance  that  those 
who  wish  to  improve  or  extend  any  subject  should  be  able  to  ascer- 
tain what  results  have  already  been  obtained,  and  thus  reserve  their 
strength  for  difficulties  which  have  not  yet  been  overcome ; and 
those  who  merely  desire  to  ascertain  the  present  state  of  a subject 
without  any  purpose  of  original  investigation  will  often  find  that 
the  study  of  the  past  history  of  that  subject  assists  them  materially 
in  obtaining  a sound  and  extensive  knowledge  of  the  position  to 
which  it  has  attained.  How  far  the  present  work  deserves  attention 
must  be  left  to  competent  judges  to  decide ; should  they  consider 
that  the  objects  proposed  have  been  in  some  degree  secured, 
the  writer  will  be  encouraged  hereafter  to  undertake  a similar 
survey  of  some  other  department  of  science. 
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The  writer  will  receive  most  thankfully  any  suggestion  or  cor- 
rection relating  to  the  present  work  with  which  he  may  be  favoured, 
and  especially  any  information  respecting  those  memoirs  and  trea- 
tises which  may  have  escaped  his  observation,  and  those  of  which 
he  has  only  been  able  to  record  the  titles;  see  Arts.  394  and  420. 

The  writer  takes  this  opportunity  of  returning  his  thanks  to  the 
Syndics  of  the  University  Press  for  their  liberal  contribution  to  the 
expenses  of  printing  the  work. 

St  John's  College, 

April  it,  1861. 
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CHAPTER  I.  i 

v , 
\ 

LAGRANGE.  LACROIX.  \ 


1.  It  is  the  object  of  the  present  work  to  trace  the  progress  of 
the  Calculus  of  Variations  during  the  nineteenth  century.  It  will 
be  convenient  to  begin  with  an  account  of  three  works  which  ex- 
hibit the  state  of  the  subject  at  the  close  of  the  eighteenth  cen- 
tury. We  shall  accordingly  in  this  chapter  give  an  analysis  of 
the  treatises  on  the  Calculus  of  Variations  contained  in  Lagrange’s 
ThSorie  des  Fonctions  Analgtiques , in  the  Leqons  sur  U Calcul  dcs 
Fonctions  of  the  same  author,  and  in  the  Traits  du  Calml  Diffe- 
rential et  du  Calcul  Integral  of  Lacroix. 

2.  The  first  edition  of  Lagrange’s  Thkrrie  des  Fonctions  Ana- 
' lyliques  appeared  in  1797,  and  the  second  in  1813;  the  work  was 
also  reprinted  in  1847.  The  portion  which  treats  of  the  Calculus 
of  Variations  remains  as  it  was  in  the  original  edition,  where  it 
extends  over  pages  198 — 220;  we  proceed  to  give  an  account  of 
this  portion. 

3.  Having  treated  of  ordinary  maxima  and  minima  problems 
in  the  preceding  pages  of  his  work,  Lagrange  states  that  the  same 
principles  may  be  applied  to  determine  curves  which  possess  at 
every  point  some  assigned  maximum  or  minimum  property.  For 
example,  required  the  curve  at  every  point  of  which 

\y+{m-x)y'\  \y  + (ji-x)y\ 
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Here  it  is  supposed  that  at  any  point  of  the  curve  y is  suscep- 
tible of  variation  while  x and  y are  not  susceptible  of  variation ; 
then  according  to  the  ordinary  principles  of  maxima  and  minima 
problems  wo  differentiate  the  proposed  expression  with  respect  to 
y as  variable,  and  equate  the  differential  coefficient  to  zero.  This 
gives 

(w-x)  {y  4-  (n  — at) y } + (n-x)  {y  + (m-x)y)  =0...(1); 
therefore 

(2 x — m~n)y 
y 2 (in  — x)  (n  — x ) ’ 

divide  by  y and  integrate,  thus  we  obtain 

y'  = h(m-x)  {n-x) (2), 

where  h is  an  arbitrary  constant. 

Differentiate  the  left-hand  member  of  (1)  with  respect  to  y';  this 
gives  2 (m  — x)  (n  — x) ; hence  we  conclude  that  at  every  point  of 
the  curve  determined  by  (2)  the  proposed  expression 

{y  + (m  - x)  y j {y  + (n  - x ) y'} 

is  a maximum  or  minimum  according  ns  ( m — x ) (n  — x)  is  negative 
or  positive.  From  (2)  it  appears  that  the  curve  is  an  ellipse  if  h be 
negative,  and  then  (m  - x)  (n  — x)  must  be  negative  and  there  is  a 
maximum ; also  the  curve  is  an  hyperbola  if  h be  positive,  and  then 
(m  — x)  (a  — x)  must  be  positive  and  there  is  a minimum. 

This  is  the  first  appearance  of  a problem  of  this  kind.  La- 
grange intimates  that  such  problems  may  be  proposed  involving 
other  differential  coefficients  besides  the  first. 

4.  Lagrange  next  considers  the  more  common  problem  of  the 
Calculus  of  Variations,  namely  that  in  which  we  require  the  maxi- 
mum or  minimum  value  of  the  integral  of  a function/  (x,  y , y',  y", 

He  uses  a>  to  denote  what  is  called  the  variation  of  y,  and  which  is 
usually  denoted  by  8y.  He  arrives  at  the  well-known  relation  which 
must  be  satisfied  in  order  that  the  proposed  integral  may  be  a maxi- 
mum or  minimum ; this  relation  he  expresses  in  the  following 
manner ; 

f (y)  - [f  (y')]'+  [/'(/')]"  - if  (/")]'"  + • • • = o. 
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He  also  obtains  the  ordinary  result  for  the  terms  which  are  free 
from  the  integral  sign,  which  must  likewise  vanish  in  order  that  the 
proposed  integral  may  he  a maximum  or  minimum. 


5.  Lagrange  now  proceeds  to  the  discrimination  of  a maximum 
from  a minimum  value ; he  takes  the  case  in  which  the  function 
under  the  integral  sign  contains  no  differential  coefficient  of  y higher 
than  the  first.  We  will  here  indicate  his  method,  but  we  shall 
use  the  ordinary  notation  instead  of  Lagrange’s.  Let  p denote 

^ , and  suppose  fix,  y,  p)  to  represent  any  function  the  integral  of 

which  taken  between  certain  fixed  limits  is  to  have  a maximum  or 
minimum  value.  Change  y into  y + By  and  p into  p + Bp;  thus 
f(x,  y,  p)  will  become 

A*<3.r)  + % % + 


4?(W+WSi,%,  + 5? (W  + fe' 

where  the  &c.  stands  for  terms  of  the  third  and  higher  orders  in  By 
and  Bp. 

Now  by  means  of  the  relation  between  x and  y given  by 



and  the  fact  that  the  integration  is  taken  between  fixed  limits,  the 
integral  denoted  by 

vanishes.  Wc  must  then  examine  the  integral 

l\l%w+$rrs*s>>+ 

if  this  taken  between  the  fixed  limits  is  negative  for  all  indefinitely 
small  values  of  By  and  Bp,  the  proposed  integral  is  a maximum  when 
y has  the  value  which  satisfies  (1) ; if  it  be  positive  for  such  values 
of  By  and  Bp  the  proposed  integral  is  a minimum. 

1—2 
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The  integral  which  we  have  to  examine  may  be  put  under  the 
form 

* »>• +/( (£$-£)  (»■ + ifk  - »)  s»s'' + 1 % 

where  A is  any  function  of  x ; for  we  can  shew  immediately  by  dif- 
ferentiation that  the  latter  expression  coincides  with  the  integral 
which  we  have  to  examine.  Now  assume  A sucli  that 

<»>• 

then  the  last  expression  under  the  integral  sign  becomes  a perfect 
square,  and  the  integral  may  be  written 


dp 

AdV-W--2X 

dp'~dydp 


where 

Thus  we  have  to  examine  the  sign  of 

\ (fy.)’  ~ \ W + 5/, ' ^ (V  + 

where  x0  and  xt  denote  tfie  limits  of  the  integration,  and  A0  and  A, 
arc  the  values  of  A and  By0  and  By,  the  values  of  By  at  the  respective 
limits.  Let  us  suppose  that  By,  and  By0  are  zero,  then  we  have 
remaining 


■ed'f 


Hence  we  may  conclude  that  if  y , be  always  positive  between 
the  limiting  values  of  x the  proposed  integral  has  a minimum  value  ; 
and  if  —5  be  always  negative  between  the  limiting  values  of  x the 
proposed  integral  has  a maximum  value. 


Lagrange  remarks  that  this  result  had  been  published  in  the 
Memoirs  of  the  Academy  of  Sciences,  in  1786  [by  Legendre] ; but  he 
adds,  that  in  order  to  ensure  the  correctness  of  the  result  it  ought  to 
be  shewn  that  the  value  of  A determined  by  (2)  docs  not  become 
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infinite  between  the  limits  of  integration,  and  it  is  generally  im- 
possible to  do  this,  because  the  value  of  \ cannot  actually  be  found. 

6.  Lagrange  takes  for  example  the  case  in  which 

f{x,  y,  p)=p'+  Zmpy  + ny * ; 

is  necessarily  positive,  but  Lagrange  shews  that  when  n is 
negative  we  are  not  certain  of  the  existence  of  a minimum. 

7.  Lagrange  then  indicates  the  method  to  be  pursued  in  dis- 
criminating a maximum  from  a minimum  when  the  expression 
which  is  to  be  integrated  involves  differential  coefficients  of  a higher 
order  than  the  first. 

8.  Then  leaving  the  question  of  the  discrimination  of  maxima 
and  minima  values,  Lagrange  returns  to  the  consideration  of  the  con- 
ditions which  are  common  to  both  maxima  and  minima  values.  He 
makes  some  remarks  on  the  case  in  which  the  limiting  values  of  the 
quantities y,  y\  y", ...  are  not  given,  but  only  one  or  more  equations 
connecting  them.  He  then  proceeds  to  suppose  that  the  function 
under  the  integral  sign  contains,  besides  y and  its  differential  co- 
efficients with  respect  to  x,  another  variable  z and  its  differential 
coefficients  with  respect  to  x.  When  y and  z are  independent  he 
arrives  at  the  two  well-known  relations  which  must  be  satisfied  in 
order  that  the  proposed  integral  may  be  a maximum  or  minimum, 
namely  the  relation  already  given  in  Art.  4,  and  another  which  may 
be  obtained  from  that  by  changing  y into  z.  Lagrange  also  gives 
the  results  for  the  case  in  which  y and  z and  their  differential  coeffi- 
cients with  respect  to  x are  connected  either  by  a given  equation  or 
by  the  circumstance  that  an  assigned  integral  expression  involving 
them  is  to  have  a constant  value. 

9.  As  an  example  of  the  theory  Lagrange  considers  the  pro- 
blem of  the  brachistochrone  when  a particle  moves  from  one  given 
point  to  another.  Take  the  axis  of  x vertically  downwards,  and  let 
\u2y  (h  + x)  be  the  velocity  which  the  falling  particle  has  when  at 
the  depth  x below  the  origin ; then  the  expression  which  is  to  be 
rendered  a minimum  is 

VO  + y'I  + *s’11)  Vz 
V(/*  + x) 
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where  v'=-?-,  and  z = ^ ; here  we  have  not  assumed  that  the  re- 
9 dx ’ dx 


quired  curve  is  a plane  curve.  Hence  in  order  that  the  integral  may 
he  a maximum  or  minimum  we  must  have,  by  the  relations  referred 
to  in  Art.  8, 


W(*  + «)  VO+y’  + z'5 


= 0,  and 


\*/{h+x)  VO+y’+z' 


fo. 


Integrate  these  equations ; thus 

V i z' 

s/(A  + ar)V( l+y’+O  aD  f(h+x)  </ (l  + y1  + z”) 

arc  both  constants ; hence  by  dividing  the  first  of  these  expressions 

by  the  other  we  have  ^ a constant,  and  this  shews  that  the  curve 
J z 

must  be  a plane  curve.  Then  by  completing  the  investigation  in 
the  usual  manner  we  obtain  a cycloid  for  the  required  curve.  We 
now  proceed  to  examine  whether  the  proposed  integral  is  thus  ren- 
dered a maximum  or  minimum.  The  terms  of  the  second  order  arc 
(see  Art.  5) 


f C1  + q*)  (&I>Y  - 2 pqSpSq  + (1  +;>*)  (BqY 
■ 2f(A  + x)  (l+_p*  + 2s)* 


dx, 


where  p stands  for  — and  q for  ^ . 


The  above  expression  may  be 


written 

f (Spy  + <MY  + (qSp  - pSqY  Jx 

2f(h  + x)  (l+p’  + j’)* 


and  as  this  is  essentially  positive  the  proposed  integral  is  rendered 
a minimum;  and  thus  the  cycloid  fulfils  the  conditions  of  the 
problem. 


10.  Lagrange  then  gives  some  investigations  relating  to  the 
conditions  of  intcgrability  of  functions;  this  is  a subject  to  which  a 
separate  chapter  will  be  devoted  in  the  present  work. 


11.  The  treatise  on  the  Calculus  of  Variations  contained  in  the 
Tlieorie  des  Functions  Analytiques  is  very  clear,  and  although  the 
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notation  is  not  so  expressive  os  that  which  Lagrange  originally  in- 
troduced, it  is  far  preferable  to  that  employed  in  the  Legons  sur  le 
Calcul  des  Functions.  We  now  proceed  to  give  an  account  of  that 
part  of  the  latter  work  which  is  connected  with  our  subject. 

12.  In  the  list  of  Lagrange’s  works  which  is  appended  to  the 
Micaniqw  Analytique  it  is  stated  that  the  first  edition  of  the 
Lcgons  sur  le  Calcul  dcs  Functions  appeared  in  1801  as  a portion 
of  the  second  edition  of  the  Seances  de  l' Ecole  Normal 'e;  the  Leqons 
were  also  included  in  the  12th  part  of  the  Journal  de  V Ecole  Poly- 
technique  in  1804.  In  1806  a separate  edition  of  the  Lcgons  ap- 
pcared  containing  two  additional  logons,  and  these  were  also  in- 
serted in  the  14th  part  of  the  Journal  de  V Ecole  Polytechnique  in 
1808.  The  two  additional  legons  arc  devoted  to  the  Calculus  of 
Variations. 

13.  In  the  edition  of  the  Legons  sur  le  Calcul  des  Fonetions 
which  was  published  in  1806,  the  part  bearing  on  our  subject 
extends  over  pages  401 — 501  and  forms  the  last  two  legons.  The 
first  of  these  two  legons  extends  over  pages  401 — 440;  it  treats  of 
the  integrability  of  functions,  and  also  contains  a sketch  of  the 
early  history  of  the  Calculus  of  Variations ; as  we  do  not  consider 
the  early  history  of  the  Calculus  of  Variations  in  the  present  work, 
and  as  we  reserve  the  subject  of  the  integrability  of  functions  for 
a future  chapter,  we  shall  not  here  give  any  account  of  this  part 
of  Lagrange’s  work.  Lagrange  states  that  the  work  of  Euler, 
entitled  Methodus  inveniendi lineas  curvas...  would  have  left  nothing 
to  be  desired  respecting  curves  which  are  required  to  have  a maxi- 
mum or  minimum  property,  if  it  had  been  based  on  an  analysis 
more  conformable  to  the  spirit  of  the  Differential  Calculus ; La- 
grange then  adds  that  the  object  had  been  attained  by  his  own 
method  given  in  the  Memoirs  of  the  Turin  Academy.  This  method 
is  the  well-known  use  of  the  symbol  8 to  express  a variation. 
Lagrange  states  that  this  method  has  been  explained  in  most  works 
on  the  Differential  Calculus  which  have  appeared  since  it  was 
published,  and  therefore  it  will  be  sufficient  for  him  to  give  merely 
an  account  of  the  principles  of  it ; und  accordingly  a brief  sketch 
is  supplied. 
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14.  Lagrange  begins  the  next  leyon  thus ; — “ The  method  of 
variations  based  on  the  use  and  combination  of  the  symbols  d and 
S,  which  denote  different  differentiations,  left  nothing  to  be  desired ; 
but  this  method  having,  like  the  Differential  Calculus,  the  method 
of  indefinitely  small  quantities  for  its  base,  it  was  necessary  to 
present  it  under  another  point  of  view  in  order  to  connect  it  with 
the  Calculus  of  Functions ; I have  already  done  this  in  the  Tli6orie 
des  Fonctions,  but  I propose  to  return  to  the  subject  now  in  order 
to  treat  it  in  a manner  more  direct  and  more  complete.” 

15.  Lagrange  proceeds  accordingly  to  expound  the  subject 
with  the  aid  of  a new  notation.  Suppose  y = <p(x),  and  let  <f>(x) 
be  changed  into  <f>(x,  i),  where  * is  an  arbitrary  indefinitely  small 
quantity ; then  suppose  tf>  ( x , f)  expanded  in  powers  of  i by  Mac- 
laurin’s  Theorem.  The  result  is  expressed  thus, 


y + iy+T72y  + UMy  + 


so  that  dots  over  the  symbol  y indicate  differential  coefficients  of  y 
with  respect  to  ?,  it  being  supposed  that  * is  made  zero  after  the 
differentiations.  The  terms  of  the  series  after  the  first  constitute 
in  fact  the  variation  of  y ; in  this  work  however  Lagrange  confines 
himself  to  an  investigation  of  the  conditions  which  are  common  to 
maximum  and  minimum  values,  so  that  in  fact  the  terms  which 
involve  powers  of  i beyond  the  first  are  not  used  by  him.  Since 
the  way  in  which  i enters  into  <f>  (a;,  t)  is  quite  arbitrary  it  follows 
that  ij  may  have  any  value  we  please. 

16.  Lagrange  then  arrives  at  the  ordinary  conditions  for  the 
maximum  or  minimum  value  of  JVdx,  where  V is  supposed  to  con- 
tain x and  y,  and  the  differential  coefficients  of  y witli  respect  to  x. 
In  his  investigation  lie  first  supposes  that  x itself  does  not  receive 
any  variation,  and  afterwards  finds  the  change  in  his  formula; 
occasioned  by  varying  x. 

He  then  proceeds  to  the  case  in  which  V contains  besides 
y another  dependent  variable  z,  and  its  differential  coefficients  with 
respect  to  x ; and  he  gives  the  relations  which  must  hold  in  order 
that  fVdx  may  be  a maximum  or  minimum  both  when  y and  z are 
unconnected  and  when  they  are  connected  by  an  equation. 
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17.  Lagrange  gives  some  investigations  relative  to  the  maxi- 
mum or  minimum  value  of  a function  of  two  independent  variables 
which  involves  a double  integral.  We  will  indicate  how  far  he 
proceeds  with  this  problem  ; but  we  shall  use  the  ordinary  notation 
instead  of  Lagrange’s.  ' Suppose  V a function  of  x,  y,  z,  p,  q,  r,  s, 
, dz  dz  ddz  (Pz  tPz  . 

wllCre^S-  * = r = Z?>  S = tedy'  < = ^’-;and 
let  U = JfVdydx ; then 

8*7=  ffBVdydx, 

and  6V=  bz  o/>+  -j-  oq  + br  + ... 

say  = LBz  + MBp  + XBq  + PBr  + QBs  + RBt  + ... 


Now  by  the  Ditferential  Calculus 


MBp  = 


dx 


[MBz)  ■ 


s dM 
Ssd^’ 


and  so  on ; thus  we  obtain 


. / _dM_dN  (PP  (TQ  <PR 

\ dx  dy  djd  dxdy  dy1 


+ 

+ 


i-  (MBz  + P,l^-d1PBz  + Qf^ 


, dBz 


dx 

d 
dy  V 


(NBz 


+ It 


dx 

dB , 


dx 

dR 


dy  dy 


dy 

Bz  - Bz 
dx 


. j Bz 

•) 


In  order  that  BU may  vanish  it  is  necessary  that  the  coefficient 
of  Bz  in  the  first  line  of  the  expression  for  S V should  vanish ; that 
is,  we  must  have 


..  dM  dN  (PP  d'Q  (PR 

dx  dy  dp  **"  dxdy  dy* 

Then  8 U consists  of  terms  which  involve  only  one  sign  of  integra- 
tion, namely,  that  with  respect  to  x or  that  with  respect  to  y. 
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Thus  Lagrange  is  correct  as  far  as  he  has  carried  the  investiga- 
tion ; but  as  we  shall  see  hereafter  the  great  difficulty  of  the  ques- 
tion consists  in  reducing  the  terms  which  involve  only  one  sign  of 
integration  to  their  simplest  form,  so  as  to  deduce  the  equations 
which  must  hold  for  the  limiting  values'  of  the  integrals.  The 
difficulty  was  first  overcome  by  Poisson.  Lagrange  adds  a remark 
which  is  not  correct ; he  says — “ The  simplest  case  is  that  in  which 
the  boundary  of  the  surface  represented  by  the  equation  in  .r,  y,  t 
is  supposed  completely  given  and  invariable.  Then  the  variations 
of  2 and  its  differential  coefficients  are  zero  with  respect  to  the 
bounding  curve  and  therefore  also  through  the  whole  extent  of  the 
single  integrals  contained  in  BU,  and  the  condition  BU=0  is  satis- 
fied of  itself.”  If  the  bounding  curve  be  given  Sz  vanishes  at  every 
point  of  the  bounding  curve,  but  it  is  not  true  as  Lagrange  asserts 
that  Sj),  Sq,  ...  also  vanish. 

18.  Lagrange  illustrates  the  subject  by  the  discussion  of  some 
of  the  standard  problems.  He  selects  the  following; — the  shortest 
line  in  free  space  or  on  a given  surface,  the  brachistochrone  in  a 
resisting  medium,  the  curve  down  which  a particle  must  fall  in  a 
resisting  medium  in  order  to  acquire  a maximum  velocity,  and  the 
surface  of  minimum  area.  The  first  three  of  these  problems  had 
been  originally  discussed  by  Euler,  the  last  had  been  originally 
discussed  by  Lagrange  himself  in  the  Turin  Memoirs. 

19.  The  treatise  on  the  Calculus  of  Variations  contained  in  the 
Leqons  sur  le  Calcul  ihs  Fonctions  is  rather  difficult,  and  the  nota- 
tion is  extremely  uninviting  and  perplexing.  It  may  be  observed 
that  there  is  a German  translation  of  the  two  works  of  Lagrange 
which  we  have  considered,  by  Dr  A.  L.  Crelle ; the  translation  is 
accompanied  by  a running  commentary  which  is  incorporated  with 
the  text.  In  the  translation  of  the  Lemons  the  notation  of  Lagrange 
is  replaced  by  the  ordinary  notation  of  the  Differential  Calculus. 
It  seems  to  have  been  the  design  of  Dr  Crelle  to  translate  all  the 
works  of  Lagrange,  but  the  only  work  which  appeared  besides  the 
two  we  have  considered  was  the  Treatise  on  the  Solution  of  Numeri- 
cal Equations. 

20.  We  now  proceed  to  give  an  account  of  the  chapter  on  the 
subject  contained  in  the  work  of  Lacroix.  The  first  edition  of  the 
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TraitS  du  Calcul  Diffcrentiel  et  du  Galcul  Integral  appears  to  have 
been  published  in  1797.  The  second  edition  of  the  second  volume  is 
dated  1814 ; it  contains  a chapter  on  the  Calculus  of  Variations  ex- 
tending over  pages  721 — 816.  There  are  some  additions  and  cor- 
rections extending  over  pages  716 — 721  of  the  third  volume,  which 
is  dated  1819. 

21.  In  his  preface  Lacroix  states  that  the  Calculus  of  Vari- 
ations is  treated  at  much  greater  length  than  it  had  been  in  the 
first  edition  of  the  work ; he  considers  that  he  had  to  effect  two 
things,  namely  on  the  one  hand  to  exhibit  the  Calculus  of  Variations 
in  all  the  extent  it  had  reached  and  with  the  symmetry  which  it 
had  gained  by  means  of  its  peculiar  notation,  and  on  the  other 
hand  to  explain  the  connexion  of  the  subject  with  the  ordinary 
principles  of  the  Differential  Calculus.  He  adds  that  those  readers 
who  wish  to  confine  themselves  to  the  Calculus  of  Variations  strictly 
so  called  may  begin  at  page  755. 


22.  The  guide  whom  Lacroix  has  principally  followed  is 
Euler ; the  third  volume  of  Euler’s  treatise  on  the  Integral  Cal- 
culus contains  an  appendix  on  the  Calculus  of  Variations,  and  in 
the  fourth  volume  of  the  treatise  a memoir  on  this  subject  is  given 
which  is  reprinted  from  the  Transactions  of  the  Academy  of 
St  Petersburg  (Novi  Comment.  Acad.  I’ctrop.  xvr.).  Lacroix 
devotes  the  first  part  of  his  chapter,  extending  over  pages  721 — 754, 
to  an  exposition  of  the  method  given  by  Euler  in  the  memoir  just 
cited ; the  method  is  the  same  as  that  which  was  nfterwards  used 
by  Lagrange  in  the  Lemons  sur  le  Calcul  des  Fonclions.  Suppose 
y any  function  of  x,  say  y = <f>  (x) ; let  there  be  a new  variable  t, 
and  let  <f>(x,  t)  be  any  function  of  x and  t which  reduces  to  <f>(x) 
when  t = 0.  Then  by  Maclaurin’s  Theorem 


<p(x,  t)  = if>(x)  + <^t  + 


(Pd>  t' 
dP  2 + 


where  t is  supposed  to  be  put  equal  to  zero  in  the  differential 
coefficients  with  respect  to  t after  differentiation.  Then  <p  (x,  t)  — <f> (x) 
is  equivalent  to  what  is  usually  denoted  by  By  and  called  the  vari- 
ation of  y.  If  we  suppose  t small  enough  we  may  restrict  ourselves 


to  the  first  term  in  the  series  for  <f>(x,  t)  —<f>(x),  that  is,  to  t. 
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Lacroix  adopts  this  restriction  and  then  proceeds  to  investigate  the 
conditions  which  must  hold  in  order  that  an  integral  JVdx  may 
have  a maximum  or  minimum  value,  where  V is  a function  of  x 
and  y and  the  differential  coefficients  of  y with  resjiect  to  x.  The 
results  are  of  course  the  same  as  those  which  arc  obtained  with  the 
aid  of  the  common  notation.  Wc  shall  make  some  remarks  on 
various  points  which  occur  in  this  part  of  the  work  of  Lacroix. 

23.  On  pages  729 — 731  Lacroix  examines  some  cases  of  the 
problem  of  the  brachistochrone.  At  first  the  starting-point  is  sup- 
posed fixed ; the  velocity  at  a point  which  has  y for  its  vertical 
ordinate  is  supposed  to  be  V2 gTjj—h),  where  h is  a constant.  Now 
let  the  horizontal  abscissa  of  the  final  point  be  supposed  given,  but 
not  its  vertical  ordinate ; then  the  usual  result  is  obtained  by 
Lacroix,  namely,  that  the  tangent  at  the  final  point  must  lie 
horizontal.  Lacroix  next  supposes  that  the  horizontal  abscissa? 
of  both  the  starting-point  and  the  final  point  are  known,  but 
not  their  vertical  ordinates,  and  he  arrives  at  the  result  that 
the  tangents  at  both  points  must  l>e  horizontal ; and  he  gives  a 
figure  which  supposes  the  moving  particle  to  start  from  the  lowest 
point  of  a cycloid,  and  to  ascend  to  the  cusp  and  then  to  descend 
down  the  next  arc  until  it  reaches  the  point  which  is  in  the  same 
horizontal  line  as  the  starting-point.  It  must  however  be  observed 
that  Lacroix  does  not  examine  the  terms  of  the  second  order  so  as. 
to  ascertain  whether  there  really  is  a minimum ; and  it  is  obvious 
that  there  can  be  no  minimum  in  the  present  case,  for  by  taking 
the  starting-point  low  enough  the  initial  velocity  may  be  made  as 
great  as  wc  please,  and  thus  the  time  of  passing  from  a point  with 
the  first  given  abscissa  to  a point  with  the  second  given  abscissa 
may  be  made  as  small  as  we  please  without  restricting  the  moving 
particle  to  describe  a cycloid. 

24.  On  page  732  Lacroix  observes  that  if  the  expression 

dP  d*Q  PR 
A dx  + dj?  dxl 

vanishes  identically  Vdx  is  an  exact  differential ; thus  JVdx  taken 
between  limits  can  be  expressed  as  a function  of  initial  and  final 
values  of  co-ordinates  and  differential  coefficients,  and  so  the  problem 
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of  finding  the  maximum  or  minimum  value  of  this  integral  does 
not  differ  from  an  ordinary  problem  of  maximum  or  minimum. 
This  remark  leads  him  naturally  to  consider  the  example  given 
by  Lagrange  of  finding  the  maximum  or  minimum  value  of  an 
expression  which  involves  a differential  coefficient  but  no  integral 
sign.  (See  Art.  3.) 

25.  Up  to  page  734  Lacroix  lias  supposed  that  the  indepen- 
dent variable  x is  not  susceptible  of  variation  ; he  now  introduces 
the  supposition  that  x itself  receives  a variation.  This  part  of  the 
subject  is  treated  perhaps  as  well  as  it  could  be  on  the  basis 
adopted  by  Lacroix,  but  it  would  probably  be  obscure  to  a beginner. 
It  is  perhaps  impossible  to  avoid  this  obscurity  altogether  if  we 
ascribe  a variation  to  the  independent  variable ; and  thus  it  seems 
better  to  adopt  the  method  of  some  recent  writers  who  vary  only 
the  dependent  variable  and  obtain  the  requisite  generality  in  their 
formula)  by  giving  small  changes  to  the  limits  of  the  integral 
instead  of  varying  the  dependent  variable.  (See  the  works  of 
Strauch  and  Jellett.) 

26.  On  pages  742 — 744  Lacroix  expounds  a method  which  he 
says  in  its  full  extent  is  due  to  Poisson.  In  this  method  the  limit- 
ing values  of  the  variables  and  differential  coefficients  which  occur 
in  the  expression  under  the  integral  sign  are  at  first  supposed  fixed ; 
then  by  the  ordinary  process  of  the  Calculus  of  Variations  a differ- 
ential equation  is  obtained,  •which  must  be  solved,  and  which  will 
involve  a certain  numlicr  of  arbitrary  constants ; these  constants 
Poisson  proposes  to  determine  by  the  principles  of  the  Differential 
Calculus.  For  example,  if  the  problem  proposed  be  that  of  the 
brachistochrone,  it  would  be  first  inferred  from  the  differential 
equation  furnished  by  the  ordinary  process  of  the  Calculus  of 
Variations  that  the  curve  must  be  a cycloid;  then  with  the  relation 
between  x and  y thus  determined,  the  integral  jVdx  may  be  ob- 
tained, and  may  be  expressed  in  terms  of  the  limiting  values  of  x 
nnd  of  the  arbitrary  constants  which  arise  from  the  solution  of  the 
differential  equation ; it  will  now  be  a problem  of  the  Differential 
Calculus  to  assign  such  values  to  the  limits  of  x and  to  the  arbitrary 
constants  as  will  ensure  a minimum  value  for  the  integral.  In  fact 
instead  of  solving  a problem  at  once  and  completely  by  the  Calculus 
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of  Variations,  Poisson  proposes  to  divide  it  into  two  parts  and  solve 
one  part  by  the  Calculus  of  Variations  and  the  other  part  by  the 
Differential  Calculus.  This  method  appears  to  possess  no  supe- 
riority over  the  common  method,  and  Lacroix  seems  to  intimate  the 
same  opinion  on  page  744. 


27.  An  important  mistake  in  the  treatment  of  the  variation  of  a 
double  integral  occurs  on  page  752,  and  is  repeated  on  pages  783, 
784 ; this  we  will  now  explain,  using  the  ordinary  notation.  Let  V 
be  a function  of  the  independent  variables  x and  y,  and  of  the 
dependent  variable  z,  and  of  the  differential  coefficients  of  z with 
respect  to  x and  y ; let 

U=  ffVdxdy; 

then  it  is  required  to  find  the  variation  SU  which  arises  from  a 
variation  8z  ascribed  to  z.  Let  the  differential  coefficients  of  z be, 
as  usual,  denoted  by  p,  q,  r,s,  t;  and  suppose  for  simplicity  that  no 
differential  coefficient  of  z occurs  of  a higher  order  than  the  second. 
Then 


Lacroix  now’  proceeds  to  transform  these  terms  by  integration  by 
parts,  and  in  doing  so  he  makes  a mistake.  His  process  is  sub- 
. dV 

stantially  the  following.  Let  S denote  j-  , then 

<■). 

II  SSs  dx  dy--f8^dx- fl  **  ~dxdy; 

dS, 


thus 

again 

and 


j" S ' ^ dx  — SBz  — I 8z  dx 

I ’dSdSz  , dS  t [ d*S  , , 

.1  ^^dx  = diSz-}d^TySzdxi 


•(2), 


thus  finally  ff  SSs  dx  dy  = 


" J as Sz  dx  ~ /-f Sz  (1y + Se  dx  <hj- 
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The  step  taken  in  (2)  is  generally  false.  For  in  a double  inte- 
gral the  limiting  values  of  the  variable  with  respect  to  which  we 
first  integrate  are  in  general  functions  of  the  other  variable ; thus  in 
(1)  after  integrating  with  respect  to  y,  we  should  have  to  substitute 

rt  * 

some  function  of  x for  y in  the  term  S -7— . Therefore  in  the  cx- 
47  ax 

f clhz 

pression  | S -j-  dx,  the  symbol  Sz  does  not  represent  a function  of 


the  independent  variables  x and  y,  but  a function  of  x alone.  But 
dSz 

-j—  indicates  the  partial  differential  coefficient  of  Sz  taken  with 

respect  to  x,  and  is  therefore  only  a part  of  what  we  obtain  when 

we  differentiate  Sz  with  respect  to  x,  supposing  y itself  a function  of 

x.  So  that  if  we  denote  the  complete  differential  coefficient  of  Sz 

. , ± , DBz  , 

with  respect  to  x by  , we  have 


DBz  _ dSz  JSz  dy 
dx  dx  dy  dx’ 


where  is  to  be  found  from  the  value  of  y in  terms  of  x which 

holds  at  the  limit.  The  process  of  Lacroix  then  is  wrong  because 

dSz  .. . DSz 

it  uses  — as  it  it  were  . 
ax  ax 


28.  There  is  no  error  in  the  transformation  which  Lacroix 

effects  of  the  terms  | j ~ Brdxdy  and  jj  -J-  Stdxdy ; but  the  error 

indicated  in  the  preceding  article  occurs  again  in  the  transformation 
of  terms  arising  from  the  differential  coefficients  of  z which  are  of 
an  order  higher  than  the  second.  It  must  be  observed  that  the 
error  disappears  when  the  limits  of  both  the  integrals  are  con- 
stants. 

29.  The  error  indicated  in  Art.  27  was  alluded  to  by 
Poisson  and  corrected  in  his  memoir  on  the  Calculus  of  Variations 
(M6 moires  de  V Institut,  Tome  xu.  page  296).  It  seems  to  have 
been  introduced  by  Euler;  it  occurs  in  Art.  169  of  the  Treatise  on 
the  Calculus  of  Variations  contained  in  the  third  volume  of  Euler’s 


Digitized  by  Google 


16 


LACROIX. 


Integral  Calculus.  In  the  memoir  however  to  which  we  have 
already  referred  (see  Art.  22),  which  is  reprinted  in  the  fourth 
volume  of  the  Integral  Calculus,  the  error  does  not  occur;  there 
Euler  has  a result  which  is  equivalent  to 

JJsBsdxdy  = j 8^  dx-jd£sz  dy  + jj Bz  dxdy ; 

that  is,  he  omits  the  incorrect  equation  (2)  of  Art.  27.  He  ha3 
therefore  here  not  attempted  to  carry  his  transformations  farther 
than  they  arc  carried  in  Art.  17,  and  has  left  his  results  in  a correct 
form.  It  should  however  be  observed  that  Strauch  asserts  that 
Euler’s  results  are  not  correct,  since  he  has  omitted  several  terms 
which  involve  only  a single  integral  (Strauch,  Calculus  of  Varia- 
tions, Vol.  ii.  p.  633).  There  seems  no  reason  for  the  assertion 
made  by  Strauch  beyond  the  following : — In  sucli  a step  as 


we  must  remember  that  the  integration  with  respect  to  y will  have 
to  be  taken  between  certain  limits,  so  that  the.  equation  just  written 
would  more  correctly  be  written  thus, 


where  the  first  two  terms  on  the  right-hand  side  are  respectively  the 
dhz 

values  of  S -j-  when  y,  and  y0  arc  substituted  for  y.  This  is  the 

only  point  in  which  Euler’s  formula  is  liable  to  objection,  and  this 
can  scarcely  be  called  an  error,  as  it  is  really  only  an  abbreviation 
which  is  perpetually  used  in  the  Integral  Calculus.  This  is  pro- 
bably all  that  Strauch  means  by  his  assertion ; in  the  problem 
which  he  has  discussed  in  the  pages  immediately  preceding  his 
assertion  he  has  confined  himself  to  the  case  in  which  the  limits  of 
the  integrations  are  all  constants,  and  his  results  agree  with  those  of 
the  third  volume  of  Euler’s  Integral  Calculus,  when  we  allow  for 
the  abbreviated  form  which  Euler  adopts,  as  we  have  just  ex- 
plained. It  may  be  added  that  the  mistake  corrected  by  Poisson 
has  been  preserved  in  some  elementary  works  which  have  been 
published  since  Poisson’s  Memoir. 
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30.  In  addition  to  the  error  already  pointed  out,  it  must  be 
observed  that  on  page  752,  Lacroix  exhibits  the  result  very  incor- 
rectly : for  he  omits  all  such  terms  as  and  , and  8z  is  the 

J ax  ay 

only  form  in  which  he  introduces  the  variation  of  z.  In  conse- 
quence of  this,  he  falls  into  the  same  error  on  page  753,  as  has 
been  already  indicated  in  Lagrange  (see  Art.  17).  He  states  that 
when  the  lines  which  bound  the  area  over  which  the  double  inte- 
gration extends  are  absolutely  given,  then  all  the  terms  in  the 
variation  of  the  double  integral  vanish  except  those  which  remain 
under  the  double  integral  sign ; and  this  of  course  is  not  true. 

31.  Lacroix  closes  this  division  of  his  subject  with  a remark  on 
the  problem  of  the  variation  of  a double  integral  when  the  limits 
themselves  are  supposed  variable;  pages  754,  755.  lie  says  that 
the  question  is  too  difficult  for  him  to  stop  to  consider  it,  but  that  ho 
will  return  to  it  afterwards  in  order  to  introduce  the  reader  to  some 
considerations  of  which  no  trace  could  be  found  in  preceding  works. 
It  is  not  apparent  to  which  of  his  subsequent  articles  Lacroix  thus 
refers ; the  only  place  in  which  he  appears  to  return  to  the  point  is 
page  778,  and  there  he  gives  scarcely  any  thing  more  than  had  pre- 
viously been  given  by  Euler. 

32.  On  page  755  Lacroix  begins  his  exposition  of  the  Calculus 
of  Variations  properly  so  called.  Here  he  introduces  Lagrange’s 
symbol  S to  express  a variation.  Lacroix  devotes  his  first  article  to 
proofs  of  the  formulae  8dy  = d8y,  8dx  = d8x,  8<Py  = d"8y, ....  This 
article  seems  to  require  some  observations.  After  he  has  considered 
the  case  in  which  y alone  receives  a variation  and  not  x,  he  proceeds 
thus : 

“ Hitherto  we  have  only  varied  the  ordinate  PM  or  y;  but  this 
point  of  view  is  too  restricted  ; some  questions  may  require  that  we 
should  pass  from  the  point  M of  the  curve  CE  to  a point  v of  the 
curve  ye  corresponding  to  an  abscissa  An  which  differs  from  A P. 
(See  fig.  1.)  It  is  obvious  that  the  variation  of  PM  consists  then  of 
two  parts,  namely  of  the  variation  Mfi  which  is  due  solely  to  the 
change  of  curve,  and  of  the  increment  which  Pp  receives  in  the 
curve  ye  when  the  abscissa  AP  is  changed  into  An ; and  we  shall 
have  in  this  case  8dy  = d8y.  For  let 
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PM  = <f>  ( x ),  Pfi  = yfr  (x),  ATI  =x  + & (x)  = X, 

AP  = x+dx  = x',  All'  = x + rs (x')  = X'; 
it  will  follow  that 

n«,  = *(X),  P'M'  = y'  = <t>(x'),  nv-Vr(X'), 
rip  -PM^8y=^  {X)  - 4>  {x),  n V -PM'  = By'  = yfr  (A")  - 4> (x), 
and  8y'  — By  = dBy  = yjr(X')  — <p  (x')  — yfr  (X)  + <f>  (x). 

On  the  other  hand,  since 

dy  - 4>  (x)  - (x), 

Sdy  = 8<j>  (*')  - 8$  (x)  =ijr(X')-<p  (at)  — ifr  (X)  + <f>  (x) ; 
hence  Bdy  = d8y. 

It  is  moreover  obvious  that  by  supposing  Sx  = w (x)  we  have 
separately 

8dx  = dSx. 

It  follows  that  SfPy  = dBdy  = d'By  ; and  proceeding  thus  wc 
shall  obtain  the  theorem 

8dny  = d'8y, 

in  virtue  of  which  we  may  transpose  the  characteristics  S and  d ; 
this  may  be  extended  to  any  function  whatever,  so  that 

8d’'U=d’8U 

whatever  U may  be.  As  the  basis  of  the  Calculus  of  Variations 
this  was  enunciated  at  the  origin  of  the  Calculus ; but  it  has  always 
appeared  to  me  that  the  truth  of  it  had  not  been  proved  with  suf- 
ficient care,  and  that  it  was  necessary  to  develop  the  demonstration 
by  bringing  into  view  the  nature  of  the  variations  attributed  to  the 
abscissa  and  the  ordinate.” 

33.  The  proof  given  in  the  preceding  Article  may  be  exhibited 
more  clearly ; it  consists  essentially  of  the  following  process.  Let 
y stand  for  <f>{x),  let  d denote  the  operation  of  changing  x into  x' 
and  subtracting  the  original  function  from  the  new  function,  let  S 
denote  the  operation  of  changing  x into  A'  and  <f>  into  i|r  and  sub- 
tracting the  original  function  from  the  new  function ; then 

dhy-d  {->fr(X)  - <l>(x)}  ")  - <f>{x)  - {Tfr(X)  - <f>(x)}  , 
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and  Wy=  ${*(*•)-*(*)}  = *(A")-*(X)- {*(*')-*(*)}  ; 
therefore  <f8y  = 8dy. 

The  proof  is  certainly  sound ; it  must  be  noticed  however  that 
it  is  assumed  that  8 always  means  a change  of  x into  X and  <f>  into  ifr 
and  a corresponding  subtraction.  This  however  is  too  restricted  a 
meaning  of  the  operation  denoted  by  8,  for  it  is  necessary  to  have 
the  power  of  supposing  that  the  curve  ye  in  the  figure  is  not  through- 
out determined  by  the  equation  y = -<fr(x).  The  curve  may  be  deter- 
mined by  y = ^r{x)  for  part  of  its  extent,  by  y — xix)  f°r  another 
part,  by  y =./’(*)  for  another  part,  and  so  on.  All  the  restriction 
on  yfr,  x<f  is  that  there  be  no  discontinuity  in  the  value  of  y 
or  of  any  of  its  differential  coefficients  up  to  that  of  the  highest 
order  which  occurs  in  the  expression  we  are  considering ; discon- 
tinuity in  form  is  admissible,  and  in  fact  necessary.  Thus  the 
demonstration  given  by  Lacroix  in  Art.  32  is  not  perfectly  satis- 
factory, since  it  involves  a limitation  of  the  meaning  of  the  sym- 
bol 8. 


34.  Many  elementary  writers  who  have  reproduced  this  de- 
monstration have  however  omitted  that  part  of  it  in  which  the 
symbols  are  defined,  and  thus  have  rendered  it  inconclusive.  Thus 
it  has  been  considered  sufficient  to  proceed  as  follows: — let  AP=a;, 
Pfl  = rf.r,  PP'  = &r,  niT  = 8 (x  + dx) ; then  P'  and  II'  arc  the 
abscissa?  of  points  on  the  new  curve  which  are  infinitesimally  near, 
and  AP'  = x + 8x,  therefore 

P'ri'  = d (x  + 8x) ; 

hence  PIT  = dx  + 8 (x  + dx), 

and  PIT  = PP'  + PTT  = 8a;  + d {x  + 8x ) ; 

therefore  8dx  — d8x. 

Put  in  this  process  the  statement  PTT  = d(x  + &r)  is  quite  arbi- 
trary, as  there  is  no  definition  on  which  it  depends. 


35.  But  in  fact  there  is  nothing  to  be  proved,  and  the  subject 
would  be  rendered  more  intelligible  by  the  omission  of  these  and 
similar  propositions  which  appear  in  so*many  elementary  works. 
Supjwse  for  example  that  y receives  an  increment  8y,  then  the 

first  differential  coefficient  of  y with  respect  to  x instead  of 

2—2 
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becomes  ^ ^ ^ , that  is,  receives  an  increment  -/v . Hence  if 
(lx 


dBy 
dx  ' 


we  please  to  denote  this  increment  by  Bp  we  have  Bp  = ; there 

is  here  nothing  to  prove,  it  is  merely  a definition  of  the  meaning 
of  Bj).  Again,  let  u denote  the  integral  / vdx ; if  v receives  an 
increment  Bv  then  u receives  an  increment  JBvdx,  which  we  may 
denote  by  Bu  if  we  please.  Instead  then  of  a formal  proposition  in 
which  B f vdx  is  proved  equal  to  JBvdx,  there  is  really  only  a defi- 
nition of  the  meaning  of  Bu  when  « = jvdx. 


36.  That  these  supposed  propositions  are  not  required  in  a 
treatise  on  the  Calculus  of  Variations  may  be  seen  by  consulting 
Airy’s  Tract  on  the  Calculus  of  Variations.  The  subject  will  be 
found  there  treated  with  great  simplicity  and  clearness,  without 
any  introduction  of  such  matter  as  we  have  taken  from  Lacroix  in 
Article  32.  It  may  be  added  that  Euler,  who  gives  the  geometrical 
process  of  Article  32  in  his  treatise  on  this  subject  contained  in 
his  Integral  Calculus,  gives  it  rather  as  an  illustration  than  a proof 
( interim  tanieu  juvabit  id  per  Geometriam  illustrasse). 


37.  Lacroix  now  proceeds  to  give  the  usual  formula;  of  the 
subject  expressed  in  the  usual  notation.  He  exhibits  the  variation 
of  an  integral  which  involves  both  x and  y and  their  differentials, 
so  that  in  fact  x and  y may  be  considered  both  functions  of  a third 
variable.  He  notices  the  conditions  which  must  hold  in  order  that 
a function  involving  two  variables  and  their  differential  coefficients 
may  be  susceptible  of  integration,  once  or  more  than  once,  without 
assigning  any  relation  between  the  variables.  He  also  investigates 
the  variation  of  [Vdx,  where  V contains  another  integral  JV'djc 
besides  x and  y and  the  differential  coefficients  of  y ; as  this  is  a 
point  of  some  difficulty  we  shall  consider  it  here  more  fully. 


38.  An  investigation  of  the  variation  of  nn  integral  formula 
which  itself  involves  another  integral  was  given  by  Euler;  it  occurs 
in  the  4th  chapter  of  the  treatise  on  the  Calculus  of  Variations, 
which  is  contained  in  tllfe  third  volume  of  his  Integral  Calculus. 
Lacroix  gives  it  in  his  Articles  854  and  871.  Lacroix  omits  a few 
lines  of  explanation  which  arc  found  in  Euler,  and  thus  the  process 
which  in  its  original  form  was  not  free  from  obscurity  is  rendered 
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still  more  obscure;  in  fact,  as  we  shall  see,  Lacroix  does  not 
distinguish  between  problems  which  are  really  different.  From 
Lacroix  the  process  has  passed  into  many  elementary  works.  Wc 
will  now  give  the  process  of  Lacroix. 

Required  the  variation  of  fVdx,  where  V is  a function  of  x,  y, 
p,  q,  r, ...  and  v where  v = fl  'dx,  and  V is  also  a function  of  x,  y, 
p,  q,  r, here p,  q,  r, ...  denote  the  successive  differential  coeffi- 
cients of  y with  respect  to  x.  Suppose 

dV=  Mdx  + Ndy  + Pdp  + Qdq  + Ildr  + ...  + Ldv, 
dV—  M'dx  + N'dy  + P'dp  + Q'dq  + R'dr  + ... 

Then  by  the  usual  formula  of  the  Calculus  of  Variations 
8 fVdx  = V8x  + f (dxB V-d Vtx) ; 
now  for  shortness  let  dV  = dyfr  + Ldv,  then  8 V=  Bip-  + L8v ; 
thus  6 fVdx=  V8x  + J'ldx&ifr  — dyfrBx)  + f(Ldx8v  — LdvBx). 

Also  8v  = V8x  + f [dxB  V — dV8x) ; and  dv  = V’dx ; 

therefore  f(Ldx8v  — LdvBx)  = fLdx  f ( dxB  V — dV8x). 

Put  fLdx  = 7;  then  by  integration  by  parts 
f(Ldx8v  — IAvBx ) = 7 f (dxB  V ’ — dV8x)  — fl  (dxB  V — d V8x). 
Hence  we  obtain 


8 f Vdx  = V8x  + J ( dxSijr  — d'p'S.r) 

+ lf(dx8V  - dV’Bx)  - fl  (dxB  V -dV’Sx). 

The  three  terms  which  follow  V8x  on  the  right-hand  sido  of 
the  last  equation  may  be  transformed  by  the  ordinary  processes  of 
the  subject.  Thus  if  co  — By  — p8x,  we  shall  obtain 

- w = (p-  s + ^ - •••)  • 


. - dR 

+ <«-E+ 


+ (Jt- 


. day 

’ dx 

} dx  * 


+ 


V, ,,  dP  <P  Q d*R  . , 


(1). 
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If(d*V  -dV&x)  =/(P'-^'  + g-  - ...)  » 

r/_,  dR'  . c/to 

+ J<«-Si-+ >2S 

, Pai 

+ /<jr“ 

+ 


rr.XT,  rfP’  d'Q'  <FR'  . , /n. 

+ If(N~d^+dS~M+  - (2)- 

fl(dxSV- dV'Bx)  = - ...)  a, 

>£ 

+<a'- >S 

+ 


d'IR' 

da  f 


.)  axir ...  (3). 


Thus  far  there  is  no  difficulty,  but  Lacroix  adds  in  Article  871  ; 
let  A denote  the  total  value  of  I,  that  is,  of  fLdx  taken  between 
limits  determined  by  the  nature  of  the  question ; since  this  value 
is  a constant  it  may  be  introduced  under  the  signs  of  differentiation 
and  integration,  and  thus  the  formula  will  become 

S fVdx  = VSx+i{P+AP‘- IF) --^{Q  +AQ-IQ)  + ...j  *> 

+ | (Q  + AQ'~  IQ')  - ± (B  + AR'  - IF)  + ...}  g 

+ 

+ Jj(N+  AX'  - IN')  - ~ (P+  AF  - IF) 

+ ^{QAAQ'-IQ')-..]>mh:. 
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This  last  step  is  not  obvious ; it  will  be  seen  that  no  change 
is  made  in  the  terms  which  are  denoted  by  (1)  and  (3),  but  that 
I is  changed  into  A in  (2).  Now  the  original  integral  JVdx  must 
be  supposed  taken  between  some  limits,  say  a and  /? ; thus  the  first 
line  for  example  in  (2)  will  really  when  written  at  full  become 

-{'KI+S--R 


and  as  the  value  of  I when  x = /9  will  not  generally  be  the  same 
as  its  value  when  x = a,  we  cannot  as  Lacroix  does  put  A for  I in 
the  terms  included  in  (2). 

Some  variety  of  meaning  may  occur  with  respect  to  /;  for  by 
/ we  may  understand  simply  the  indefinite  integral  / Ldx  without 

any  constant  added ; or  by  / we  may  understand  f Ldx,  so  that 


I vanishes  when  x has  the  arbitrary  value  a,  or  again,  a may  be 
supposed  equal  to  a or  to  /S.  None  of  these  suppositions  however 
lead  to  the  result  given  by  Lacroix,  although  the  supposition  that 
I vanishes  when  * = « or  when  x = /S  will  simplify  the  correct 
formula?.  There  is  another  point  to  be  noticed.  We  have  hitherto 
supposed  v to  mean  the  indefinite  integral  jV'dx  without  any  con- 
stant added ; but  v may  stand  for  something  different,  as  for  ex- 


ample for  j V'dx.  In  this  case  in  order  to  find  what  arises  from 

If(dx8V  — dV'Sx),  we  must  take  the  integral  from  c to  x,  then 
multiply  by  / and  put  successively  x = a and  x = 0 in  the  result, 
and  subtract  the  first  value  of  the  result  from  the  second.  Similar 
processes  must  be  performed  with  the  terms  in  (3).  For  simplicity 

we  will  suppose  that  1=  j Ldx,  so  that  I vanishes  when  x — a. 

Thus,  for  example,  the  first  term  of  the  first  line  of  (2)  is 

[/{(P«U»-  (PV)«}W 

-[/{|P'a,)x=x-(P’a,)r}]^a. 

The  second  line  vanishes  since  IXma  is  zero,  and  the  first  line  may 
be  written 


/r=*  - (!“»)*=«)  • 
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From  considering  this  result,  we  see  that  if  c = a,  we  may  adopt 
the  final  form  given  by  Lacroix.  Thus  the  formula  of  Lacroix 

must  be  understood  to  imply  that  v=J  V'dx,  where  a is  also  the 
lower  limit  of  the  integral  / Vdx. 

It  is  however  possible  to  suppose  that  v stands  for  J V'dx, 

where  a and  b are  constants.  In  this  case  the  terms  in  (2)  will 
give 

(/,=„  - 4=.)  I (dxSV'-dV'Sx). 

J a 

The  terms  in  (3)  will  give 

j" /(dxSV'-dV'Sx), 

in  which  we  are  supposed  to  make  x successively  equal  to  a and  /3, 
and  subtract  one  result  from  the  other ; so  that  the  remainder  is  zero. 
Hence  in  this  case 

1 1*  Vdx  = ( VBx)^  - ( VBx)x=a  + f\dxSy/r  - d^Bx) 

+ (4=s  -4=«)  [' (dxSV'-dV'Sx); 

•t  a 

re 

and  nothing  remains  except  to  transform  I (d.c&ifr  — difrbx)  and 
I (dxB V — dV Bx)  by  the  ordinary  processes  of  the  Calculus  of 

J a 

Variations. 


Moreover 


Ldx. 


39.  We  now  arrive  with  Lacroix  at  the  problem  of  the  Variation 
of  a function  of  two  independent  variables.  An  important  mistake 
occurs  on  pages  779  and  780,  which  must  be  noticed  here.  We 
shall  use  the  ordinary  notation  for  partial  differential  coefficients 

of  a function  z,  namely  p for  , n for  , r for  , and  so  on. 

dx  dy  dx 

Lacroix  gives  the  following  process. 

To  find  Bp  and  Bq.  We  have 
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by  differentiating  the  fraction  in  the  ordinary  way  and  changing 
d into  8,  we  shall  have  * 

- dxMz  — dz8dx  _ dxd8z  — dzd8x  _ d8z  —pd8x 
P ~ dbd  ~ did  dx 

Similarly  8q  = ^ dy^~  ' 

The  formula;  thus  obtained  for  8p  and  8q  by  Lacroix  are  incorrect ; 
they  appear  to  have  been  taken  by  Lacroix  from  Euler’s  treatise 
comprised  in  his  Integral  Calculus.  The  true  formula  were  given 
by  Poisson ; the  erroneous  steps  in  the  process  of  Euler  and  Lacroix 
were  afterwards  indicated  by  Ostrogradsky,  and  Poisson’s  results 
were  confirmed.  These  points  we  shall  have  occasion  to  explain  in 
analysing  the  memoirs  of  the  two  writers  last  named. 


40.  After  the  error  in  finding  8p  and  8g  Lacroix  follows  Euler 
in  giving  erroneous  formula  for  8r,  8s,  and  8t.  These  writers  both 
shew  that  in  following  out  their  process  they  obtain  two  formula 
for  8s,  by  performing  the  operations  in  different  orders,  and  these 
two  formula  can  only  be  reconciled  by  supposing  that  8x  is  a 
function  of  x only,  and  8g  a function  of  y only.  They  proceed 
thus 

8s  = hf=  d8p-sd8y ' 
dy  dy 


and 


therefore 


dSp  d'8z  d8x 

dy  dy  dx  dx 


d'8x  m 
^ dy  dx  ’ 


. d'8z  d8x 

dy  dx  dx 


V 


(P8x  d8y 
dy  dx  8 dy 


Again,  adopting  a different  order,  we  have 


„ . da  d8a  — sd8x 

& = SI  = dx  ’ 

and 

d8q  cP8z  d8y  d'Sy 

dx  dxdy  8 dy  ^ dxdy’ 

therefore 

- d’Bz  d8y  d*8y  _ d8x 

dxdy  8 dy  ^ dxdy  dx 
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These  two  formulas  for  Bs  contain  respectively  the  essentially  dif- 
ferent terms  p ^ ^ and  q > which  can  only  be  made  to  dis- 
appear by  supposing  that  Bx  does  not  contain  y and  that  By  does 
not  contain  x. 


41.  The  difficulty  at  which  Euler  and  Lacroix  thus  arrive  is 
owing  to  the  circumstance  that  they  determine  Bp  and  Bq  errone- 
ously, and  repeat  their  error  in  determining  Bs ; the  correct  values 
will  be  given  hereafter.  Strictly  speaking  it  is  not  absolutely 
necessary  that  Bx  should  be  a function  of  x only,  and  By  of  y only 
d*Bx  , d*8y 


in  order  to  make 


dydx  aU<^  dxdy 
d'Bx 


vanish ; for  if  Bx  were  a function 


of  x only  or  of  y only  ^ ^ would  vanish,  and  a similar  remark  is 

true  with  respect  to  By.  But  the  supposition  that  Bx  is  a function  of 
x only  and  By  of  y only  is  more  natural  at  this  point,  and  is  much 
more  convenient  for  the  subsequent  processes  required  in  the  deve- 
lopment of  the  variation  of  a double  integral.  Lacroix  seems  to 
intimate  on  page  778  that  there  is  some  loss  of  generality  in  im- 
posing the  restrictions  on  Bx  and  By ; this  however  does  not  appear 
to  be  the  case.  For  let  x,y,z  be  the  co-ordinates  of  any  point; 
and  let  x + Bx,  y + By,  z + Bz  be  the  co-ordinates  of  an  adjacent 
point;  then  if  Bx  bean  arbitrary  function  of  x only,  By  an  arbitrary- 
function  of  y only,  and  Sz  an  arbitrary  function  of  both  x and  y,  we 
have  the  power  of  passing  from  the  point  (x,  y,  z)  to  an  adjacent 
point  in  every  possible  way ; that  is,  our  suppositions  involve  all 
the  generality  we  require. 


42.  Lacroix  now  gives  the  ordinary  development  of  the  varia- 
tion of  a double  integral ; in  so  doing  he  reproduces  the  error  which 
has  been  already  indicated  in  Art.  27.  He  illustrates  the  whole 
subject  by  discussing  some  of  the  usual  problems ; he  selects  the 
brachistochrone,  the  solid  of  least  resistance,  the  curve  which  in- 
cludes a maximum  area  between  itself  and  its  evolute,  the  integral 
/Vdx  where  V—  y JV(1  +pa)  dx,  and  the  brachistochrone  in  a resist- 
ing medium. 
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43.  Lacroix  then  gives  Euler’s  method  of  treating  questions  of 
relative  maxima  and  minima ; that  is,  for  example,  he  shews  that  if 
we  want  the  maximum  or  minimum  value  of  fudx  subject  to  the 
condition  that  Jvdx  shall  be  constant  we  must  proceed  to  solve  the 
problem  of  finding  the  maximum  or  minimum  of  J(u  + av)  dx,  where 
a is  a constant.  This  part  of  the  subject  he  illustrates  by  the  pro- 
blem in  which  a curve  is  to  be  found  of  given  length  and  area, 
which  by  rotation  round  an  axis  will  generate  a maximum  or  mini- 
mum volume.  Lastly  he  gives  some  investigations  with  respect  to 
the  problem  of  discriminating  a maximum  from  a minimum ; these 
are  similar  to  those  which  we  have  already  noticed  in  Art.  5. 

44.  In  the  third  volume  of  his  work,  which  was  published  in 
1819,  Lacroix  has  a note  on  the  point  which  we  have  noticed  in 
Art.  39.  He  gives  there  the  correct  forms  for  Bp,  Bg, ...  which  had 
been  obtained  by  Poisson  after  the  publication  of  the  second  volume 
of  the  Traits  du  Calcul  Differenticl  et  du  Calcul  Integral. 

45.  On  the  whole  the  Calculus  of  Variations  does  not  seem  to 
have  been  very  successfully  expounded  by  Lacroix,  and  this  is 
perhaps  one  of  the  least  satisfactory  parts  of  his  great  work.  Mr 
Abbatt,  in  the  preface  to  his  treatise  on  the  subject,  speaks  thus  of 
it:  “In  Lacroix’s  Traiti  du  Calcul  Differential  et  du  Calcul 
Integral,  Tom.  II.,  we  find  materials  sufficient  to  form  a complete 
work  on  Variations;  but  the  subject  is  treated  in  a manner  so 
prolix  and  inelegant,  that  the  reader’s  taste  will  scarcely  be  im- 
proved, how  much  soever  his  knowledge  may  be  increased  by 
the  perusal.” 
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CHAPTER  II. 

DIRKSEN.  OHM. 


46.  In  this  Chapter  we  shall  give  an  account  of  the  works 
of  Dirksen  and  Ohm.  The  treatise  of  Dirksen  is  entitled  Analy- 
tical Exhibition  of  the  Calculus  of  Variations  with  the  application 
of  it  to  the  determination  of  Maxima  and  Minima,  by  E.  H.  Dirksen,  . 
Berlin,  1823,  (Analytische  Darstellung  der  Yariations-rechnung  mit 
Anwendung  derselben  auf  die  Bestimmung  des  Grossten  nnd 
Kleinsten). 

47.  Dirkaen’s  book  is  a small  quarto  of  243  pages,  with  a 
preface  of  8 pages;  it  is  very  badly  and  incorrectly  printed. 
In  the  preface  the  author  says  that  the  Calculus  of  Variations  ap- 
pears to  have  been  neglected,  for  in  elementary  works  no  improve- 
ment had  been  introduced  since  the  time  of  Euler  and  Lagrange  ; 
he  states  that  he  has  himself  developed  the  subject  from  a purely 
analytical  origin ; and  in  conformity  with  this  remark  it  may  be 
observed  that  there  is  no  figure  in  the  book. 

48.  The  work  is  divided  into  four  chapters.  The  first  chap- 
ter extends  over  32  pages ; it  is  called  an  Exhibition  of  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Calculus  of  Variations.  Dirksen  takes  any  function 
such  as  <f>  ( x , y,  z ) and  changes  * into  x + kSx,  y into  y + kSy,  and 
z into  z + kbz ; he  then  expands  the  new  value  of  the  function  in 
a series  proceeding  according  to  ascending  powers  of  k ; the  coeffi- 
cient of  the  first  power  of  k is  called  the  variation  of  the  first  order 
of  the  function,  the  coefficient  of  Id  is  called  the  variation  of  the 
second  order  of  the  function,  and  so  on.  In  the  first  chapter  the 
author  finds  the  variations  of  explicit  differential  and  integral 
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functions,  and  of  a function  which  is  implicitly  determined  by 
means  of  an  unsolved  differential  equation. 

49.  The  second  chapter  extends  from  page  33  to  page  73 ; it 
is  called  Development  and  Transformation  of  the  variation  of  the 
frst  order  of  undetermined  Integral  Formula;  talcen  between  given 
limits.  Here  Dirksen  confines  himself  to  the  term  containing 
the  first  power  of  k in  his  general  expansion,  and  he  gives  the 
ordinary  process  of  integration  by  parts  which  separates  the 
variation  of  an  integral  into  an  integrated  part  and  a part  still 
remaining  under  the  sign  of  integration.  He  also  gives  the  trans- 
formation of  a doable  integral  JJVdxdy,  supposing  the  limits  of  the 
integrations  for  both  x and  y to  be  constants. 

50.  The  third  chapter  extends  from  page  74  to  page  200;  it  is 
called  Application  of  the  Calculus  of  Variations  to  the  determination 
of  Maxima  and  Minima.  The  author  first  considers  the  maximum 
or  minimum  of  an  explicit  function,  which  is  an  ordinary  problem 
of  the  Differential  Calculus.  He  then  proceeds  to  the  case  where 
the  function  involves  differential  coefficients,  and  he  discusses  the 
example  given  by  Lagrange  (see  Art.  3).  Next,  he  considers  un- 
determined integral  formulas ; and  with  respect  to  these  he  investi- 
gates the  second  term  of  his  general  expansion  in  {rowers  of  k with 
the  view  of  discriminating  a maximum  from  a minimum ; he  uses 
the  method  given  by  Lagrange  in  the  Thtorie  des  Fonctions  Analy- 
tiques. 

51.  The  fourth  chapter  extends  from  page  201  to  the  end;  it 

is  called  Examples  relating  to  the  determination  of  the  Maximum  or 
Minimum  of  undetermined  Integral  Formulce.  Dirksen  states  in 
the  preface  that  these  examples  are  for  the  most  part  taken  from 
Euler’s  Methodus  Inveniendi , but  he  intimates  that  the  solu- 

tions of  the  examples  are  in  some  respects  superior  to  those  given 
by  Euler.  The 'examples  given  by  Dirksen  are  in  fact  all  in 
Euler;  but  Dirksen  has  generally  investigated  the  terms  of  the 
second  order  so  as  to  discriminate  a maximum  from  a minimum, 
and  this  gives  his  solutions  an  advantage  over  Euler’s.  Some  of 
these  examples  are  also  discussed  in  the  work  of  Strauch ; it  will 
be  useful  to  point  out  those  which  are  in  Dirksen  and  which  are 
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not  in  Strauch ; they  are  the  following.  The  maximum  or  mini- 
mum of  the  following  expressions  is  required, 


Sy  {ax-y1)  dx, 

/(15aVy  — \ha*xy  + — 3f)  dx, 

f (3ax  - 3x*  - y’)  (ax  - x*  - f xy  + y*)  dx, 


(Euler,  page  39), 
(Euler,  page  40), 
(Euler,  page  41), 

(Euler,  page  61). 


Also  the  maximum  or  minimum  of  fy'tdx  subject  to  the  condition 
that  jyxdx  is  constant  is  found  (Euler,  page  191).  And  Dirksen 
investigates  the  shortest  line  on  a spheroid ; Euler  gave  the  general 
problem  of  the  shortest  line  on  a surface  (page  138). 


52.  On  the  whole  Dirksen’s  treatise  cannot  be  estimated  very 
highly,  and  the  inaccuracy  of  the  printing  renders  it  repulsive  to  a 
student.  In  Ohm’s  treatise,  which  we  shall  next  examine,  refer- 
ences are  made  to  some  unsatisfactory  points  in  Dirksen’s  work ; see 
Ohm’s  Theory  of  Maxima  and  Minima,  pages  8,  11,  18,  50,  53,  55, 
62,  74,  84,  115,  119,  233,  250,  292,  313. 


53.  Ohm’s  treatise  on  this  subject  is  entitled  The  Theory  of 
Maxima  and  Minima,  by  Dr  Martin  Ohm,  Berlin.  1825.  (Die 
Lehre  vom  Grossten  und  Kleinsten).  This  is  an  octavo  volume  of 
330  pages,  with  a preface  of  18  pages.  It  may  be  regarded  as 
the  successor  to  the  work  of  Dirksen,  for  Ohm  gives  frequent  refer- 
ences to  Dirksen,  and  corrects  some  of  his  errors.  Ohm’s  book  is 
very  correctly  printed,  but  from  the  highly  condensed  notation 
which  he  adopts,  and  from  the  want  of  illustrative  problems,  it  is 
rather  a difficult  work  for  a student. 


54.  The  first  84  pages  contain  an  Introduction,  in  which  the 
author  collects  the  propositions  in  Algebra  and  the  Differential  and 
Integral  Calculus,  which  are  especially  used  in  the  ordinary  theory  of 
maxima  and  minima,  and  in  the  Calculus  of  Variations.  Thus  we 
have  theorems  on  the  expansion  of  functions,  on  differentiating  inte- 
gral expressions  with  respect  to  any  symbol  which  they  contain, 
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and  on  the  reductions  of  certain  integral  forms  by  means  of  inte- 
gration by  parts.  This  mode  of  arrangement  seems  liable  to  objec- 
tion, as  the  various  propositions  are  given  apart  from  their  useful 
applications,  and  thus  they  are  rendered  more  difficult  and  less 
interesting  than  they  would  be  if  introduced  when  they  were 
required  for  immediate  service. 

55.  The  portion  of  the  book  extending  over  pages  87 — 127  is 
called  Calculus  of  Variations.  Ohm’s  view  of  a variation  is  similar 
to  that  of  Euler  and  Lagrange.  (See  Art.  22  and  Art.  15.)  Let  V 
denote  any  function,  and  V,  a function  which  reduces  to  V when 
* = 0;  then  V.  is  what  V becomes  by  variation,  and  V.  is  supposed 
developed  in  a series,  so  that 

K = F+  8 V.  k + 8*  V.  JL  + 8’  V.  + . . . 

The  terms  8F,  tfV,  S’  V, ...  are  called  variation-coefficients,  and 
by  Maclauriu’s  Theorem  they  are  the  values  of  the  successive  dif- 
ferential coefficients  of  V when  k is  supposed  zero  after  the  differ- 
entiations. The  only  terms  of  importance  are  the  first  and  second 
variation-coefficients,  namely  8F  and  8'F.  In  this  part  of  the 
treatise  Ohm  gives  the  first  and  second  variation-coefficients  of  dif- 
ferent expressions,  some  of  which  involve  integrals  and  some  of 
which  do  not. 

56.  The  portion  of  the  work  extending  over  pages  131 — 314  is 
called  the  Theory  of  Maxima  and  Minima.  The  pages  131 — 208 
contain  the  theory  of  maxima  and  minima,  which  is  given  in  ordi- 
nary treatises  on  the  Differential  Calculus.  Ohm  endeavours  to 
present  this  part  of  the  subject  under  a novel  aspect,  but  it  does  not 
appear  that  there  is  any  real  extension  or  improvement  of  the  com- 
mon methods.  The  pages  209 — 244  contain  investigations  of  the 
maxima  and  minima  of  expressions  in  which  differential  coefficients 
enter,  that  is,  expressions  of  the  kind  exemplified  by  Lagrange  (see 
Art.  3).  This  part  of  Ohm’s  treatise  contains  more  than  had  been 
previously  given  on  this  point ; the  extension  however  was  ex- 
tremely natural  and  obvious  after  the  example  discussed  by  La- 
grange. 


Digitized  by  Google 


32 


OHM. 


57.  We  now  arrive  at  the  part  of  Ohm’s  treatise  which  is 
devoted  to  the  maxima  and  minima  of  integral  expressions.  On 
pages  244 — 304  Ohm  considers  expressions  which  involve  single 
integrals.  He  takes  an  integral  JVdx,  and  at  first  he  supposes 
that  V involves  only  x and  y ; next  he  supposes  that  V involves 

x,  y , and  next  he  supposes  that  V involves  x,  y,  -j1  and 
^ ; lastly,  on  page  272  he  supposes  that  V involves  x,  y,  ^ , 
He  then  takes  the  case  in  which  V con- 


£ 'y 

dx1  ’ 


dny 
up  to  dJt. 


tains  besides  y another  function  of  x,  as  z,  together  with  the  dif- 
ferential coefficients  of  y and  z. 

58.  For  discriminating  between  maxima  and  minima  Ohm 
gives  the  method  which  was  originally  proposed  by  Legendre, 
which  we  have  already  exemplified  in  Art.  5.  He  seems  however 
to  consider  the  results  as  more  certain  than  they  really  arc,  for  he 
omits  all  reference  to  the  qualifications  indicated  by  Lagrange  (see 
the  latter  part  of  Art.  5).  Ohm  extends  this  method  to  the  case 
in  which  the  function  under  the  integral  sign  involves  more  than 
one  dependent  variable;  on  page  279  he  takes  for  example  JVdx 

where  V is  a function  of  x,  y,  z,  ~ and  ^ . 

59.  In  pages  304 — 310  we  find  some  investigations  with 
respect  to  the  maxima  and  minima  of  multiple  integrals.  Here 
for  the  first  time  the  case  is  considered  in  which  the  limits  of  the 
first  integration  are  functions  of  the  other  variable.  The  following 
is  Ohm’s  process  with  some  change  of  notation. 

£>$)> 

U=  f*‘  j9'  Vdxdy ; 

J *0  J yo 

the  integration  in  U is  supposed  to  be  effected  with  respect  to  y 
first,  and  the  limits  ya  and  y,  may  be  functions  of  x.  It  is  required 
to  express  BU.  With  the  notation  used  in  Art.  17  we  have 

* (£  - f - f)  & + E « + 4 <-v&>  ■ 


Let 
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therefore  SU=  | ' j y'  — <~j~  j dxdy 

+ lZ‘  f* t (MSz)  dxdy  + f"'{(NSe),  - (XSz)J  dx, 

J *oJ  yo  aj0  * *o 

where  (X 8z),  denotes  the  value  of  XBz  when  for  y we  put  y , and 
(XSz)0  the  value  of  NSz  when  for  y we  put  y0.  Now 


i:& <**■>  * i + ■ 


thus  the  term  j ' J*‘  ^ (MSz)  dxdy  gives 

(jy^Lr  (£«■*)„» 

We  have  thus  the  value  of  8 ?7  reduced  as  much  as  possible. 


60.  Pages  311 — 314  shew  how  to  obtain  the  variations  of  func- 
tions which  are  implicitly  given  by  differential  equations.  The 
book  finishes  with  an  appendix  of  fourteen  pages,  in  which  are 
given  some  algebraical  expansions  which  are  in  fact  cases  of 
Taylor’s  Theorem. 


61.  There  are  three  other  works  in  which  Ohm  has  touched 
upon  the  subject  of  the  Calculus  of  Variations ; these  are 

System  der  Mathematik,  Band  V.  Berlin,  1831. 

System  der  Mathematik,  Band  VII.  Berlin,  1833. 

Leltrbuch  der  hohern  Mathematik,  Band  II.  Berlin,  1839. 

We  shall  make  some  observations  on  these  three  works. 

62.  In  the  fifth  volume  of  Ohm’s  System  of  Mathematics  the 
portion  of  the  work  devoted  to  our  subject  is  the  eleventh  chapter, 
extending  over  pages  51 — 87.  The  chapter  is  divided  into  two 
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parts;  the  first  is  called  the  Expansion  of  polynomial  functions  in 
series  and  extends  over  pages  50 — 81,  the  second  is  called  Calculus 
of  Variations  and  extends  over  pages  82 — 87.  The  main  point  of 
the  chapter  may  be  said  to  be  the  expansion  of  a function  of 
x,  y,  z, ...  a,  b,  c, ...  in  powers  of  k when 

x = x0  + x1k+  xp?  + ... 

a = a„  + «,*  + ap?  + ... 

and  similar  expressions  hold  for  y,  z, ...  b,  c, ...  There  is  only  a 
very  brief  account  of  the  Calculus  of  Variations,  strictly  so  called, 
and  this  account  contains  nothing  of  importance. 

63.  In  the  seventh  Volume  of  Ohm’s  System  of  Mathematics 
there  is  a chapter  on  Maxima  and  Minima,  and  an  Appendix  of 
Examples.  The  chapter  on  Maxima  and  Minima  gives  a brief 
sketch  of  the  ordinaiy  portions  of  the  Calculus  of  Variations  ; for 
fuller  details  Ohm  refers  to  his  separate  work  on  the  subject,  of 
which  we  have  already  given  an  account  in  Arts.  53 — 60.  The  ap- 
pendix of  problems  contains  41  problems  and  occupies  113  pages; 
these  problems  are  intended  by  Ohm  to  illustrate  the  separate  work 
to  which  reference  has  just  been  made.  The  first  six  of  the  pro- 
blems require  maxima  or  minima  values  of  expressions  involving 
a function  and  its  differential  coefficients,  but  not  involving  inte- 
grals. These  problems  are  all  reproduced  by  Strauch  in  the  second 
volume  of  his  treatise  on  the  subject.  The  first  is  given  by  Strauch 
on  pages  14 — 16;  he  ascribes  it  to  Ohm.  The  second,  third,  and 
fourth  are  given  by  Strauch  on  pages  23 — 27 ; they  consist  of  the 
example  originally  given  by  Lagrange,  and  two  modifications  of 
it  which  Strauch  ascribes  to  Ohm.  The  fifth  and  sixth  problems 
are  ascribed  by  Strauch  to  Ohm ; Strauch  gives  them  with  some 
extensions  on  pages  82 — 89.  Ohm’s  problems  from  7 to  17  in- 
clusive consist  of  different  cases  of  the  shortest  line  that  can  be 
drawn  in  one  plane  or  in  free  space,  with  various  limiting  con- 
ditions. The  problems  from  18  to  20  are  respecting  the  shortest 
lines  that  can  be  drawn  on  assigned  surfaces ; Ohm  gives  the  ordi- 
nary investigations.  The  general  problem  is  not  treated  by  Strauch, 
but  he  examines  in  detail  the  same  particular  case  as  Ohm,  namely, 
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that  of  the  shortest  line  on  a sphere.  Ohm’s  remaining  problems 
are  all  common  examples,  and  are  all  included  in  Strauch's  second 
volume,  except  one  which  shall  be  given  presently.  The  problems 
21,  22,  31,  32,  33,  34  relate  to  the  brachistochrone  and  to  the  curve 
of  greatest  final  velocity ; these  are  in  Strauch,  pages  400 — 454. 
The  problems  from  23  to  27  inclusive  relate  to  the  curve  which  is 
of  minimum  length  and  includes  a constant  area,  and  the  curve 
of  constant  length  which  includes  a maximum  area ; all  these 
problems  are  in  Strauch,  pages  47G — 504.  Problems  29  and  30 
relate  to  the  surface  of  minimum  area  and  to  the  surface  of 
maximum  volume  with  a given  area;  these  problems  are  in 
Strauch,  pages  616 — 623.  Problem  35  is  given  by  Strauch  on 
pages  454 — 458.  Problem  36  relates  to  the  curve  which  has  the 
area  between  itself  and  its  evolute  a maximum ; it  is  given  by 
Strauch  on  pages  289 — 291.  Problem  37  is  given  by  Strauch  on 
pages  534 — 538.  Problem  38  relates  to  the  solid  of  revolution 
which  has  a minimum  surface ; it  is  given  by  Strauch  on  pages 
506,  507.  Problem  39  relates  to  the  solid  of  least  resistance;  it  is 
given  by  Strauch  on  page  399.  Problem  40  is  given  by  Strauch 
on  pages  524 — 527,  and  problem  41  on  pages  527,  528. 

64.  The  solutions  of  Ohm  have  not  been  examined  for  the 
present  work,  as  the  examples  he  gives  are  all  discussed  in  other 
books.  It  may  be  observed  that  in  his  first  seven  problems  Ohm 
investigates  the  terms  of  the  second  order  so  as  to  discriminate  a 
maximum  from  a minimum.  From  the  list  given  in  Art.  63,  it  will 
be  seen  that  no  problem  is  contained  in  Ohm  which  is  not  easily 
accessible  in  other  works  except  problem  28. 


65.  Ohm’s  28th  problem  is  this;  Required  the  maximum  or 

minimum  value  of  ( — dx,  where  p stands  for  , and  z = f ytl.v. 

J n P UX  J a 

His  solution  is  substantially  the  following. 

Here  - =y,  so  that  y — ~ = O'.  Hence  we  may  consider  that 

(XX  (IX 

we  have  to  find  the  maximum  or  minimum  value  of  V,  where 


r-/.‘{;+4-a) 


dx, 


3—2 
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X being  a multiplier  at  present  undetermined.  Tlius 

s v~fM  -? Sp  * 1 e!  * 

-S.\l+tiiS!,k+ +x}Sj"t' 
-(fL  + f^  -(Xfcu  + W- 


Now  assume  X such  that  the  coefficient  of  8z  vanishes ; that  is, 
assume 

1 rt\ 

(1). 


1 „ 

— b ~ ® ' 

p ax 


Then  in  order  that  S V may  vanish,  we  must  have  the  coefficient 
of  Sy  zero ; that  is 

3x(p)  + X = 0 (2)' 

By  eliminating  X between  (1)  and  (2)  and  substituting  for  z,  we 
obtain  ultimately  a differential  equation  of  the  fourth  order  for 
determining  y ; so  that  four  arbitrary  constants  occur.  These  four 
constants  will  enable  us  to  make  the  four  terms  relating  to  the 
limits  at  present  remaining  in  8 V vanish.  It  does  not  appear  that 
the  differential  equation  for  determining  y can  be  integrated  in  a 
Suite  form. 

This  example  is  given  in  Euler's  Methodus  tnventendi 

page  102,  without  however  any  express  indication  of  the  limits  of 
integration.  It  is  also  solved  by  Dirksen,  pages  139 — 143. 


66.  The  work  of  Ohm  published  in  1839,  is  noticed  by  Strauch 
in  the  preface  to  his  treatise  (page  xv).  He  says  that  it  is  only  an 
abridgment  of  that  published  in  1825;  it  has  not  been  consulted 
for  the  present  work. 

67.  On  the  whole,  with  respect  to  Ohm’s  works  on  the  subject 
it  may  be  said  that  the  only  one  of  importance  is  that  published  in 
1825;  and  at  the  time  of  publication  this  suqiasscd  all  preceding 
treatises  on  the  subject.  It  is  however  at  present  only  of  historical 
interest,  as  it  is  completely  superseded  by  the  extensive  treatise  of 
Strauch.  Strauch  in  fact  may  be  considered  as  the  successor  of 
Ohm;  a good  sketch  of  Ohm’s  works  will  be  found  in  Strauch ’s 
preface,  pages  xiv — xvi. 
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G8.  Os  September  28th,  1829,  a memoir  was  communicated  by 
C.  F.  Gauss  to  the  Royal  Society  of  Gottingen,  entitled  Principia 
Generalia  T/ieorim  Figurre  Fluidorum  in  Statu  FEquilibrii.  The 
memoir  relates  to  the  theory  of  Capillary  Attraction  and  demon- 
strates in  a new  way  some  results  which  had  been  already  obtained 
by  Laplace.  The  memoir  is  published  in  the  Seventh  Volume  of 
the  Commentationea  Societatis  Rcgim  Scientiarum  Gottingensis,  1833; 
it  occupies  pages  39 — 88  of  the  mathematical  portion  of  the  volume. 
Part  of  this  memoir  is  devoted  to  the  solution  of  a problem  in  the 
Calculus  of  Variations  involving  the  variation  of  a certain  double 
integral,  the  limits  of  the  integration  being  also  variable;  it  is  the 
earliest  example  of  the  solution  of  such  a problem.  Gauss  himself 
says  on  page  67,  “ Sed  quum  calculus  variationum  integralium 
duplicium  pro  casu  ubi  etiarn  limites  tanquam  variabiles  spectari 
debent,  hactenus  parum  cxcultus  sit,  hanc  disquisitioncm  subtilem 
paullo  profundius  petere  oportet.”  We  shall  give  the  investigation 
of  Gauss. 

69.  It  is  not  consistent  with  the  scope  of  the  present  work  to 
touch  upon  the  parts  of  Gauss’s  memoir  which  .are  unconnected  with 
the  Calculus  of  Variations.  We  must  refer  the  student  to  the 
original  memoir,  and  recommend  it  as  important  and  interesting. 
In  Liouvillc’s  Journal  des  Matliematiques,  Vol.  XIII.,  1848,  is  a 
memoir  by  M.  Bertrand,  which  is  in  fact  nearly  a republication  of 
that  part  of  the  memoir  of  Gauss  which  does  not  concern  the  Cal- 
culus of  Variations,  with  some  extensions  and  applications.  That 
is  to  say,  M.  Bertrand  reproduces  the  physical  part  of  Gauss’s 
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memoir,  but  substitutes  geometrical  reasoning  instead  of  the  parts 
which  involve  the  Calculus  of  Variations.  Moreover  as  we  shall 
see  hereafter  simpler  investigations  of  the  problem  in  the  Calculus 
of  Variations  discussed  by  Gauss  have  been  since  given  by  Pagani 
and  Mainardi,  but  the  interest  which  belongs  to  Gauss’s  method, 
from  the  eminence  of  the  author  and  from  the  fact  of  its  being  the 
first  solution  of  such  a problem,  will  justify  us  in  reproducing  it 
here. 


70.  On  the  first  page  of  his  Memoir  Gauss  has  a short  note 
which  refers  to  a problem  in  the  Calculus  of  Variations.  He  says, 

“ the  greatest  attraction  which  a given  homogeneous  mass  attracting 
according  to  the  ordinary  law  can  exert  on  a given  particle  is  to  the 
attraction  which  a sphere  of  the  same  mass  would  exert  on  the 
same  particle  if  placed  on  its  surface  as  3 to  25.”  This  result  may  . 
be  easily  verified ; we  have  to  find  the  form  of  a solid  of  given  mass 
so  that  the  attraction  upon  a particle  may  be  the  greatest  possible. 
It  is  obvious  that  the  solid  must  be  one  of  revolution,  and  it  may  be 
shewn  to  be  the  solid  formed  by  revolving  the  curve  r‘  = c*  cos  6 
about  the  prime  radius.  This  result  is  also  obtained  by  Schellbach 
in  Crelle’s  Jottrnal fur...  Mathematik,  Vol.  41,  page  345. 

71.  In  order  to  facilitate  the  comprehension  of  the  researches  of 
Gauss  we  begin  with  a short  account  of  his  notation.  Conceive  a 
vessel  open  at  the  top  containing  homogeneous  fluid ; let  ds  denote 
an  element  of  volume  of  this  fluid,  z the  height  of  this  element 
above  a fixed  horizontal  plane,  T the  area  of  the  surface  of  the  fluid 
which  is  contiguous  to  the  vessel,  U the  area  of  the  free  surface  of 
the  fluid,  a and  two  constant  quantities.  Then  Gauss  arrives  at 
the  following  expression 

fsds+{o?-  2/S9)  T+a'U; 

this  expression  he  denotes  by  W,  and  he  has  proved  that  for  the 
fluid  to  be  in  equilibrium  W must  be  a minimum.  Gauss  then 
proceeds  to  the  investigations  which  occupy  the  present  chapter. 

72.  It  remains  to  determine  the  nature  of  the  figure  of  equili- 
brium, for  which  purpose  we  must  find  the  variation  that  W expe- 
riences when  the  figure  of  the  space  occupied  by  the  fluid  undergoes 
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any  infinitely  small  variation.  But  since  the  Calculus  of  the 
Variations  of  double  integrals  in  the  case  where  the  limits  are  also 
variable  has  hitherto  been  little  studied,  the  subject  will  require 
careful  investigation. 

Consider  that  part  of  the  surface  of  the  fluid  which  we  have 
denoted  by  U,  and  let  x,  y,  z be  the  co-ordinates  of  any  point  of  it. 
We  may  consider  2 as  a function  of  the  variables  x and  y,  and  de- 
note the  partial  differentials  of  z in  the  usual  manner,  omitting 
brackets,  by 

dz  , dz 


Util  J 

Zcdx’ 


dy 


dy. 


At  the  point  ( x , y,  z)  suppose  a normal  to  the  surface  of  the  fluid 
drawn  outwards,  and  let  f,  rj,  f be  the  cosines  of  the  angles  between 
this  normal  and  lines  respectively  parallel  to  the  axes  of  x,  y, 
and  z.  Thus 

r+^+r=i; 

, dz  P dz  77 

and  -r-=-p,  T-  = -p. 

dx  C dy  £ 

The  boundary  of  the  surface  U will  be  a closed  curve  which  we 
will  denote  by  P,  and  which  may  be  supposed  described  by  a point 
moving  always  in  the  same  direction,  so  that  the  element  dP  will 
always  be  considered  positive;  also  the  element  dU  will  always  be 
considered  positive.  We  will  denote  the  cosines  of  the  angles 
which  the  direction  of  dP  makes  with  the  co-ordinate  axes  of  x,  y,  2 
by  X,  Y,  Z respectively,  and  in  order  to  remove  all  ambiguity  con- 
cerning this  direction  we  shall  take  it  so  that  a system  similar  to 
that  of  the  co-ordinate  axes  of  x,  y,  z may  be  formed  by  the  follow- 
ing three  lines,  namely,  the  direction  of  dP,  the  direction  of  the 
normal  to  dP  which  touches  the  surface  U and  falls  within  the 
boundary  of  it,  and  the  normal  to  the  surface  U drawn  outwards. 
Thus  it  will  follow  that  the  cosines  of  the  angles  between  the 
second  direction  and  the  axes  of  x,  y,  z respectively  are 
y0Z-^Y,  Z'Y-V(1X, 

where  £0,  ytj,  are  the  values  of  £,  y,  f which  belong  to  the  posi- 
tion of  the  element  dP. 

73.  Let  us  now  suppose  the  surface  U to  undergo  an  indefi- 
nitely small  mutation.  If  it  were  sufficient  to  consider  only  those 
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mutation3  for  which  the  boundary  P remained  unchanged,  or 
always  remained  in  the  same  vertical  surface,  it  is  obvious  that 
it  would  only  be  necessary  to  ascribe  a variation  to  the  vertical 
co-ordinate  z,  and  thus  the  problem  would  become  much  simpler. 
But  we  wish  to  examine  the  problem  in  all  its  generality  and 
the  separate  consideration  of  the  change  of  the  limits  will  be  in- 
convenient, so  that  it  will  be  better  to  ascribe  variations  to  all 
three  co-ordinates  x,  y,  z.  We  will  suppose  therefore  that  for  a 
point  in  the  surface  whose  co-ordinates  are  x,  y,  z,  another  is  sub- 
stituted whose  co-ordinates  are  x + 8a;,  y + By,  z + Bz  ; and  Bx,  By, 
Bz  may  be  considered  as  undetermined  functions  of  x and  y and 
indefinitely  small.  We  will  now  examine  the  variations  of  the 
different  parts  of  W,  beginning  with  the  variation  of  U. 

Let  us  conceive  a triangular  element  dU  of  the  surface  U,  and 
suppose  the  co-ordinates  of  the  angular  points  to  be 


y,  * ; 

x + dx,  y + dy,  z + ^ dx  + ^ dy ; 


dz 


dz 


x + d'x,  y + d'y,  z + ^ d'x  + d'y. 


dy 


The  double  of  the  area  of  this  triangle  is  known  to  be 


(dx  d'y  — dy  d'x ) 


[This  follows  from  the  known  expression  for  the  area  of  a tri- 
angle in  terms  of  the  co-ordinates  of  its  angular  points,  in  conjunc- 
tion with  the  theorem  which  connects  the  area  of  any  plane  figure 
with  the  area  of  its  projection.] 

In  the  surface  obtained  by  the  variation  of  the  first  surface  we 
shall  have  for  the  co-ordinates  of  the  points  corresponding  to  the 
angular  points  of  d U, 

for  the  first  point 

x + Bx,  y + By,  z + Bz ; 


for  the  second  point 


, , , t.  dBx  , dBx  , 
x + dx  + bx  + dx  + -j-  dir 
dx  dy 
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y+dy  + ty  + ^dx+^dy, 

dz  , dz  . - dSs  . dhz  1 

• + Zcdx  + Tyd»  + Sz  + -fedx  + -Jj;(l!'i 

for  the  third  point 


„ „ dhx  „ dSx  „ 

*+BI+M  + — j—  rfi+  -3—  a v, 


dx 


y+d'y+Sy  + eQt  d'x  + ^d'y, 


dz  ,,  dz  ,,  0 dhz  ,,  dhz  ,, 

Z + fadx  + J~"dy+hz  + -‘K  dx+^.  dy- 


dy 


dx 


<iy 


The  double  of  the  area  of  this  new  triangle  is  found  to  l>c 
(dx  d'y  — dy  d'x)  V j V, 

where  N stands  for 


[74.  There  are  two  methods  of  arriving  at  this  result ; we  may 
take  the  ordinary  expression  for  the  area  of  a triangle  in  terms  of 
the  co-ordinates  of  its  angular  points,  and  substitute  the  values  of 
the  co-ordinates  just  given.  Or  we  may  proceed  thus — find  the 
area  of  the  projection  of  the  new  triangle  on  the  plane  of  (x,  y)  and 
multiply  the  result  by  the  secant  of  the  angle  of  inclination  of  the 
triangle  to  the  plane  of  (x,  y) : this  method  is  instructive  and  we 
will  give  it  in  detail. 

The  area  of  the  projection  is  best  found  by  imagining  for  a 
moment  that  the  origin  of  co-ordinates  has  been  transferred  to  the 
point  x + Sx,  y + hy,  z -f  hz.  Thus  we  obtain  for  the  double  of  the 
area  of  the  projection, 
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(dx+d^dx+ iijj  *)  + S'  d'x + S 

~(^+S^+S^)  (£rx+Sj'x+S5</,y)- 

The  first  line  gives 

">(,+$)(,+f)+*fc(1+S)2 

+ dyd'y  ^ 


1 + - 


dt»/\  d8x  . ,,  d&x  dBy 

-4)  d?+d* 


The  second  line  may  be  obtained  from  the  first  by  interchanging 
dx  with  d'x  and  dy  with  d'y.  Thus  we  have  for  the  double  area 
the  expression 

We  have  then  to  multiply  this  by  the  secant  of  the  inclination  of 
the  triangle  to  the  plane  of  (x,  y).  Now  we  know  that  if  x,,  y„  zt 
be  the  co-ordinates  of  a point  on  a surface  the  corresponding  secant 
is  equal  to 

Hint.)?’ 

where  and  denote  partial  differential  coefficients.  The 

chief  point  of  the  present  investigation  consists  in  forming  these 
partial  differential  coefficients  correctly.  To  this  we  proceed;  in 

forming  ice  must  regard  dy,  as  zero.  Hence  since  yv  z, 
dxl 

s'tand  for  x + Sx,  y + By,  e + Sz  respectively,  and  dy,  is  to  be  zero, 
we  have 

dx,  = dx  + ~£dx  + dj?dy, 

0 = dy  + ^dx  + fddy, 


j dz  , dz  , dBz  , d&z  , 
dz.  = ^dx  + ^dy  + ^dx  + -^dy; 


dx 
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therefore 


('ll  4.  <^\  (\  4.  _ (d*  , 

/dijX 

\c&c,/  “ / t/&c\  / ' dSy\  d&x  dhj  ' 

V + S)  V1  + djf)  ~ dy  dx 

An  analogous  expression  will  be  found  for  • Thus  the 

required  secant  is  known,  and  we  finally  obtain  for  the  double  of 
the  required  area  the  result  already  given 

(dxd'y  — d'xdy)  \fN.  ] 

75.  If  we  develop  the  value  of  N and  reject  terms  of  the 
second  order,  we  have 

-{‘+(®)+(i)r{i+1+(-yt(|)j- 
MDVtH!)} 

/dSx  d&t/\  dz  dz  dhz  dz  dSz  dz 
\dy  dx)  dx  dy  dx  dx  dy  dy' 

Thus  the  ratio  of  the  first  triangle  to  the  second  is  that  of 
unity  to 


where  L stands  for 

dhx 

dx 


1 +* 


1 + 


(dzV  /dz\k  ’ 
\dx)  + \dy) 


and  is  therefore  independent  of  the  form  of  the  triangle  dU. 
Therefore 

MU~  LdU 


1 + 


/dzV  (dz\* 
\dx)  + \dy) 


this  may  be  written 

dSz  yy  dSz  J 

-teK-dyrt]' 
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76.  We  shall  obtain  the  variation  of  the  whole  surface  U by 
integrating  the  expression  for  the  variation  of  the  element  dU. 
For  this  purpose  we  shall  consider  separately  the  two  parts  of  the 
integral 


Conceive  a plane  perpendicular  to  the  axis  of  y such  that  the 
value  of  y belonging  to  it  is  comprised  within  the  limit  of  the 
extreme  values  which  y has  throughout  the  surface  U.  This  plane 
will  cut  the  periphery  Pin  two,  or  four,  or  six, ...  points  of  which 
the  co-ordinates  parallel  to  the  axis  of  x may  be  denoted  by  x °,  x , 
x", ...  Similarly  the  other  co-ordinates  of  these  points  may  be 
denoted.  Also  let  the  surface  lie  cut  by  a second  plane  parallel 
to  the  former  and  indefinitely  near  it,  so  that  its  co-ordinate  may 
be  denoted  by  y + dy ; between  these  two  planes  will  be  found 
elements  of  the  periphery  dP°,  dP',  dP", ...  and  it  will  be  easily 
seen  that 


dy  = - Y "dP0  = + Y'dP'  = - Y"dP"  = + Y"'dP"' 

If,  further,  we  conceive  an  infinite  number  of  planes  perpen- 
dicular to  the  axis  of  x,  then  to  every  clement  dx  situated  between 
x”  and  x or  between  x"  and  x"',  and  so  on,  will  correspond  an 


element  dU  such  that  dU — 


dxdy 


Hence  it  follows  that  the  part 


of  the  integral  A which  corresponds  to  the  part  of  the  superficies 
situated  between  the  planes  determined  by  y and  y +dy  will  be 
found  from  the  integral 

fW  4- £*  dSx  i;y  dSy  _udhz 
' y J ( £ dx  £ dx  *dx 

the  integral  being  taken  from  x — x°  to  x = x',  then  from  x = x"  to 
x=-x",  and  so  on.  The  above  integral,  by  integration  by  parts, 
gives 

tf  + £V 


dx, 


^ h ~ dy 
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Thus  we  have  in  the  present  case 


jfaT+fST  &.<■  _ Sy>  _ r8zoJ  yojpo 

+ jW+tn1  &*-_££  sy  _ f'S2j  n/>' 

+ _ | V gy  _ ygz' j r-WP-> 


-jwf 

This  we  may  denote  by 


£ S.r-^Sy-  {8s|  YdP 


where  the  summation  extends  to  all  the  elements  (IP  which  are 
situated  between  the  planes  y and  y + dy,  and  the  integration  to 
all  the  elements  dU  which  are  situated  between  the  same  planes. 
Hence  the  complete  integral  A is  equal  to 

■(v'+f,. 

£ 


If 


Sx  • 


YdP 


where  the  first  integral  is  to  extend  over  the  whole  periphery  P, 
and  the  second  integral  over  the  whole  surface  U. 

77.  In  a similar  way  we  may  shew  that  B is  equal  to 

jitte  + ^-f  + f^XdP 

+/^{^+&£-*4£± rj. 

Let  us  assume  that  for  any  point  of  the  periphery  P 
m + Y(v'  + fl]  Sx  - {X(?  + f)  + Yk]  By 
+ (Xv!-YMSz  = !Q, 
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and  also  that  for  any  point  of  the  surface  V 

, (d  ft  d ? + ?\ 


(d  %q 

d ff  + C\ 

\dy  K 

dx  £ / 

and  we  obtain 


BU=JQdP+JVdU, 


where  the  first  integral  is  to  extend  over  the  whole  periphery 
P and  the  second  integral  over  the  whole  surface  U. 

78.  The  expressions  given  for  Q and  V admit  of  remarkable 
simplification.  By  using  the  equation 


X{  + Yq  4 Z%=  0, 


the  expression  for  Q may  be  put  in  a symmetrical  form ; thus 
Q = ( n~  Zv)  Sx  + (Z^~  XQ  By  + (XV  - YQ  Bz. 


In  order  to  simplify 


dz 

dx 


V,  we  observe  that  since 


? 


it  follows  that 
Hence 


d g _ d g 

dyfdxi' 

_ £ i 

dy  K l d,J + dy  \ 


And  since 


_Hq  dq 
K dy+V  dx  ? ' 

r+i?a+r=i. 


thus 


+ q 


dq  , f.d% 
dx  * dx 


= 0, 


d q'+?  d^V.vdv.dji 

3x  ? ^ dx  £ l^dx  dx 

^ dx  \ % dx' 
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Substitute  these  values  in  the  coefficient  of  Bx  in  V,  and  that 
coefficient  becomes 


Similarly  the  coefficient  of  By  in  V may  be  transformed  into 


Thus  we  obtain 

r-({fc+*+!&)  (!+!). 

79.  Before  we  proceed  further,  it  may  be  convenient  to  illus- 
trate the  expressions  obtained  geometrically.  We  shall  refer 
the  various  lines  of  direction  which  occur  to  the  corresponding 
points  on  the  surface  of  a sphere  with  radiu3  unity  described 
round  an  arbitrary  centre.  The  directions  of  the  axes  of  x,  y,  z 
will  be  denoted  by  the  points  (1),  (2),  (3)  respectively;  the 
direction  of  the  line  which  is  a normal  to  the  surface  and  drawn 
outwards,  will  be  denoted  by  the  point  (4);  the  direction  of  a 
line  drawn  from  any  point  of  the  surface  to  the  corresponding 
new  point  obtained  by  variation,  will  be  denoted  by  the  point  (5). 
The  variation  itself  which  is  equal  to  V (Sir)’  4-  (By)1  + (Be)*,  we 
shall  denote  by  Be  and  always  take  it  positive.  The  arc  joining 
two  points  of  the  spherical  surface,  as  for  example,  the  points 
(1)  and  (5)  we  shall  write  thus,  (1,  5);  this  arc  of  course  measures 
a corresponding  angle. 

Thus  we  have 

Sx  = Be  cos  (1,  5),  By  = Sc  cos  (2,  5),  Sz  = Be  cos  (3,  5). 

All  the  above  notation  applies  to  any  point  on  the  surface. 
On  its  boundary,  that  is  on  the  periphery  P,  we  have  two  other 
directions  that  require  symbols ; first,  the  direction  of  the  element 
dP  which  we  will  denote  by  the  point  (6);  next,  the  direction  of 
a line  which  is  normal  to  dP,  and  which  touches  the  surface 
and  is  drawn  so  as  to  fall  within  P,  and  this  wc  will  denote 
by  the  point  (7).  By  hypothesis,  the  points  (6),  (7),  (4)  lie  in 
the  same  order  as  the  points  (1),  (2),  (3);  also  (4,  C),  (4,  7),  (G,  7) 
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subtend  right  angles,  that  is,  are  quadrants.  Thus  the  relations 
given  above  in  Art.  72  may  be  written 

vZ-£Y=coa(l,  7),  f.Y  — ^Z  — cos  (2,  7),  £ Y—  yX  = cos  (3,  7). 

And  the  equations  which  determine  Q and  V may  be  written 


Q = — Be  cos  (5,  7) 


Thus  Q expresses  the  transference  of  any  point  in  the  periphery 
P,  from  the  plane  which  touches  this  periphery  and  is  normal  to 
the  surface  U,  and  the  transference  is  positive  when  in  a direction 
outwards  from  P.  The  factor  Be  cos  (4,  5)  of  V expresses  the 
transference  of  any  point  of  the  surface  U from  the  plane  touching 
this  surface,  and  the  transference  is  positive  when  in  a direction 
outwards  from  the  volume  of  which  U is  a boundary. 

The  other  factor  of  V is  also  capable  of  geometrical  illustration. 
For  we  have 


*-8W*+^w|. 

</£  _ ^ d'z  dz 

dx  * dx*  dx  dx 


yd*z  d*z  d'z 


' dx  dy 


- Z(v'  + ?)  dtf+Wdxdy’ 

dv_  yd'z  tyd'z  . y._y  d'z 
dy~  ? dy*  + v^dy,  + ^ dx  dy 

WIN  d*z  „ „ <Pz 

-ttr+n^+w^. 
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Thus 


dt  + <h  = 

dx  dy 


d*z  dz  dz  d*z 

dx  dy  dx  dy  dy  * 


This  expression  is  known  to  be  equal  to 

1+  A 

R + R” 


r (dz\'Y 

1 + (a)  j j 


where  It  and  R'  are  the  principal  radii  of  curvature  at  the  point 
of  the  surface  under  consideration.  These  quantities  are  considered 
positive  when  the  convexity  of  the  surface  is  turned  outwards. 


80.  A careful  examination  of  the  above  investigation  will 
shew  that  throughout  it  has  been  assumed  that  only  one  value 
of  z corresponds  to  given  values  of  x and  y,  and  that  £ is  positive 
for  the  whole  surface  U.  Nevertheless  the  final  theorem,  namely 

SU=  —JSe  cos  (5, 7)  dP+  JSe  cos  (4,  5)  dU, 

is  true  generally,  and  not  limited  by  the  above  assumption.  If 
we  had  wished  from  the  first  to  have  attained  this  generality  it 
would  have  been  necessary  to  adopt  a different  method  or  to  enter 
into  some  prolixity.  But  the  result  may  now  be  established  as 
follows. 

The  investigation  does  not  assume  that  the  axis  of  z is  vertical ; 
the  situation  of  the  axes  is  arbitrary,  and  the  truth  of  the  theorem 
is  established  for  all  surfaces  such  that  the  points  (4)  all  lie  in  one 
hemispherical  surface ; we  may  adopt  the  pole  of  that  hemi- 
sphere for  (3). 

If  there  be  a surface  which  does  not  fulfil  this  condition  it  may 
be  separated  into  two  or  more  parts  each  of  which  singly  does  fulfil 
the  condition.  Now  it  will  be  easily  seen  that  if  any  surface  be 
separated  into  two  parts,  the  truth  of  the  theorem  for  the  whole 
surface  follows  immediately  from  its  truth  for  each  part.  For  let 
the  surface  U consist  of  the  two  parts  U'  and  U",  and  let  P’  be  the 
periphery  of  U'  and  P"  the  periphery  of  U";  and  further  suppose 
P'  and  P"  to  have  the  common  part  P'",  so  that  P'  consists  of 
P'"  and  P""  and  P''consists  of  P'"and  P'""\  it  is  therefore  obvious 
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that  the  periphery  of  U consists  of  P""  and  P"'".  Thus,  we  shall 
have 

JSe  cos  (5, 7)  dP'  = fSe  cos  (5,  7)  dP"'  + JSe  cos  (5,  7)  dP"", 

fSe  cos  (5,  7)  dP"  = /Se  cos  (5,  7)  dP'"  + J8e  cos  (5,  7)  dP'"". 

It  must  however  he  observed  that  the  value  of  the  integral 
/&  cos  (5,  7)  dP'",  when  it  is  considered  as  a part  of  the  former  ex- 
pression, is  exactly  the  opposite  of  its  value  when  considered  as  a 
part  of  the  latter  expression ; for  to  every  point  of  the  line  P'", 
which  is  to  be  described  in  different  directions  in  the  two  cases, 
will  correspond  ojtposilc  situations  of  the  point  (7)  and  thus  opposite 
values  of  the  factor  cos  (5,  7).  In  addition  one  of  these  two  parts 
destroys  the  other ; thus  we  have 

/8e  cos  (5,  7)  dP ' + JSe  cos  (5,  7)  dP  " = JSe  cos  (5,  7)  dP. 

Thus  since  8U=  8U'  + 8U"  we  obtain  for  S 27  a value  exactly  cor- 
responding to  that  already  given  at  the  beginning  of  this  article, 
since  that  formula  is  supposed  to  hold  for  the  value  of  8U'  and 
of  8U". 

Lastly,  we  may  observe  that  the  truth  of  the  expression  for  8 U 
given  at  the  beginning  of  this  article  may  be  shewn  by  geometrical 
considerations,  and  indeed  more  easily  than  by  the  analytical 
method.  But  we  have  adopted  the  method  given  above  in  order 
to  take  an  opportunity  of  throwing  light  upon  a subject  which 
has  hitherto  been  little  studied,  namely,  the  application  of  the  Cal- 
culus of  Variations  to  a double  integral  with  variable  limits.  The 
geometrical  method  we  leave  to  the  reader. 

[This  geometrical  method  may  be  seen  in  a memoir  by  M.  Ber- 
trand in  Liouville’s  Journal  des  MatUmatiques,  Vol.  IX.  page  119.] 

81.  It  remains  to  exhibit  the  variations  which  the  other  terms 
in  W undergo  in  consequence  of  a variation  of  the  form  of  the 
space  s ; and  first  we  will  consider  the  variation  of  the  space  s. 

Resume  the  two  triangles  considered  in  Art.  73,  and  join  corre- 
sponding points  of  the  sides  so  as  to  form  a solid.  The  base  of 
this  solid  may  be  considered  to  be  dU,  and  its  height 

f&c  + i)8y  + J8z  = 8e  cos  (4, 5) ; 


Digitized  by  Google 


GAUSS. 


51 


this  expression  will  give  the  altitude  positive  or  negative  according 
as  the  transposed  triangle  lies  outside  or  inside  the  space  *,  that  is, 
according  as  the  whole  solid  lies  outside  or  inside  the  space  s. 
Thus  we  have 

Ss  = fdUSe  cos  (4, 5). 

Hence  it  follows  that  the  variation  of  / zds  will  be 
jzdUhe  cos  (4, 5). 

With  respect  to  the  variation  of  the  quantity  T we  observe  that 
since  P denotes  the  common  boundary  of  the  surfaces  T and  U,  the 
transpositions  of  the  points  in  the  periphery  P must  satisfy  the 
condition  that  the  new  points  should  be  on  the  surface  of  the  vessel. 
It  is  therefore  obvious  that  by  the  transposition  of  the  element 
dP  the  surface  T experiences  a variation  ± dPZe  sin  (5,  6),  and 
speaking  generally  the  sign  of  this  quantity  will  depend  on  the 
sign  of  the  quantity  cos  (4,  5).  But  this  variation  may  be  more 
neatly  expressed  by  introducing  a new  direction,  namely,  that  of 
the  line  which  lies  in  the  plane  touching  the  surface  of  the  vessel, 
which  is  normal  to  P,  and  drawn  outwards  from  the  space  s.  We 
will  denote  the  point  corresponding  to  this  direction  by  (8),  and  the 
variation  of  the  surface  T which  arises  from  the  transposition 
of  the  element  dP  will  be 

dPSe  cos  (5, 8). 

Thus  BT=  JdPBe  cos  (5,  8), 

where  the  sign  of  the  factor  cos  (5,  8)  will  at  once  decide  whether 
the  variation  is  an  increment  or  a decrement. 

As  the  point  (6)  is  the  pole  of  the  great  circle  which  passes 
through  the  points  (7)  and  (8),  and  the  point  (5)  lies  in  the  great 
circle  which  passes  through  the  points  (6)  and  (8),  the  points  (5), 
(7),  (8)  form  a triangle  right-angled  at  (8) ; thus 

cos  (5,  7)  = cos  (5,  8)  cos  (7,  8). 

Moreover  the  arc  (7,  8)  is  the  measure  of  the  angle  between  two 
planes  which  touch  the  surface  of  the  space  s and  the  surface  of  the 
vessel  at  their  intersection  P,  the  angle  being  formed  by  those 
portions  of  the  planes  which  include  a vacant  space.  This  angle 
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we  will  denote  by  t,  and  thus  180“—  * will  be  the  angle  between 
those  portions  of  the  planes  which  include  the  surface  a ; thus  the 
above  equation  becomes 

cos  (5,  7)  = cos  (5,  8)  cos  t. 

88.  From  all  the  above  results  we  have  the  following  equation 
for  the  variation  of  W,  ' 

8 W= jdUSe  cos  (4,  5)  j z + a1  ( J + Jr.)} 

— fdPBe  cos  (5,  8)  (a*  cos  t — a*  + 2/3*) ; 

the  first  integral  is  to  extend  over  all  the  elements  dU  of  the  free 
part  of  the  surface  of  the  space  a,  or  of  the  free  parts  if  there  are 
more  than  one ; the  latter  integral  is  to  extend  over  all  the  elements 
dP  of  the  line  or  lines  which  separate  that  free  part  or  those  free 
parts  from  the  other  part  or  parts  contiguous  to  the  surface  of  the 
vessel. 

Now  in  the  position  of  equilibrium  the  value  of  W ought  to  be 
a minimum,  and  so  ought  to  be  incapable  of  diminution  for  any 
indefinitely  small  change  in  the  figure  of  the  fluid  which  leaves  the 
volume  a unchanged,  that  is,  which  makes  8a  zero.  Hence  it 
follows  that  in  the  position  of  equilibrium  the  figure  of  the  super- 
ficies U ought  to  be  such  that  the  variation 

dU8e  cos  (4,  5)  jz  + a*  J5)} 

should  be  proportional  to  the  variation  8s,  that  is,  to 
dU8e  cos  (4,  5). 

Thus  we  must  have 

z + a*  + J.)  = constant. 

For  it  is  manifest  that  if  this  proportion  did  not  hold,  the  value 
of  W would  be  capable  of  diminution  by  a suitable  mutation  of  the 
figure  of  the  superficies  U,  the  limit  P remaining  unchanged. 

Gauss  then  proceeds  with  the  examination  of  the  question  of 
fluid  equilibrium. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

POISSON. 


83.  The  12th  volume  of  the  Mimoires  de  V Academie  Roy  ale... 
contains  a memoir  on  the  Calculus  of  Variations  hy  M.  Poisson. 
The  date  of  publication  of  the  volume  is  1833,  but  the  memoir  was 
presented  to  the  Academy  in  November  1831.  The  memoir  ex- 
tends over  pages  223 — 331  of  the  volume. 

Poisson  begins  with  a sketch  of  the  history  of  the  subject ; at 
the  end  of  this  sketch  he  indicates  the  object  of  his  own  memoir  as 
follows : “ It  will  appear  singular  if  we  reflect  on  the  attention 
which  has  been  bestowed  on  the  Calculus  of  Variations  that  an 
essential  part  of  this  Calculus  is  still  in  a state  of  imperfection, 
which  renders  the  solutions  of  many  important  problems  incomplete. 
In  fact,  if  the  question  be  to  determine  the  maximum  or  minimum 
of  a simple  integral,  the  methods  which  Lagrange  has  given  in  the 
4th  volume  of  the  old  series  of  Turin  Memoirs,  and  also  in  the 
Lectures  on  the  Calculus  of  Functions,  leave  nothing  to  be  desired 
either  as  to  the  indefinite  equation  which  is  to  determine  the  un- 
known function  or  as  to  the  particular  equations  which  must  subsist 
at  the  limits  of  the  integral.  The  general  method  of  the  Calculus 
of  Variations  may  be  applied  also  without  difficulty  to  the  case  of  a 
double  or  multiple  integral  in  which  the  limits  are  fixed  and  given, 
so  that  we  have  only  to  obtain  the  partial  differential  equation  from 
which  the  unknown  function  must  be  determined.  But  the  case  is 
different  when  the  limits  of  the  double  integral  are  variable  and 
unknown.  In  the  present  state  of  the  science  we  know  neither  the 
nature  nor  even  the  number  of  the  equations  relative  to  each  of  the 
limits,  by  which  these  limits  are  to  be  determined,  so  that  they 
may  render  the  integral  a maximum  or  a minimum.  Lagrange  has 
considered  the  question  of  the  variation  of  a double  integral  in  three 
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places ; namely,  in  the  Miscellanea  Taurinensia,  YoL  II.  p.  188,  in 
the  Lemons  sur  le  Calcul  des  Fonctions,  p.  471,  of  the  edition  of  1806, 
and  in  the  Mecanique  Analytique,  second  edition,  Vol.  I.  pp.  97 
and  148.  He  has  however  never  investigated  in  a complete  man- 
ner the  terms  of  the  variation  which  correspond  to  the  two  limits, 
and  he  has  not  formed  any  of  the  equations  which  relate  to  the 
limits.  This  defect  in  the  science  deserves  the  attention  of  mathe- 
maticians. It  has  been  already  pointed  out  by  M.  Lacroix,  in  the 
articles  on  the  Calculus  of  Variations  contained  in  his  treatise  on  the 
Differential  and  Integral  Calculus.  My  object  has  been  to  remove 
this  defect,  and  I believe  that  I have  succeeded  in  doing  so  in  the 
memoir  which  I now  submit  to  the  Academy.  This  memoir  con- 
tains also  some  new  remarks  on  the  conditions  of  integrability  of 
differential  expressions  of  any  order,  and  also  an  expression  for  the 
integral  under  a finite  form,  by  the  method  of  quadratures  when 
these  conditions  arc  satisfied.” 

84.  Three  remarks  may  be  made  on  Poisson’s  statement. 

(1)  He  says  that  in  a double  or  multiple  integral  when  the  limits 
are  fixed  and  given,  there  is  no  difficulty  in  applying  the  Calculus 
of  Variations.  If  by  the  limits  being  fixed  is  meant  that  the  limiting 
values  of  the  differential  coefficients  which  occur  are  given  as  well  as 
the  limiting  values  of  the  variables  the  remark  is  obviously  true ; if 
however  it  is  meant  that  only  the  limiting  values  of  the  variables 
are  given  the  remark  seems  scarcely  correct,  for  very  little  appears 
to  have  been  effected  when  Poisson  wrote.  We  have  seen  in  Art. 
60,  that  Ohm  gives  an  expression  for  the  variation  of  a double  inte- 
gral in  a particular  case,  but  even  there  the  equations  are  not  given 
which  must  hold  at  the  limits. 

(2)  It  is  not  obvious  in  the  above  statement  to  what  part  of 
the  treatise  of  Lacroix  Poisson  alludes.  But  from  an  article  by 
Poisson  in  the  Bulletin  de  la  Sociit4  Philomatique  for  1816,  it 
appears  that  the  allusion  is  to  the  part  of  which  we  have  given  an 
account  in  Articles  39  and  40. 

(3)  It  is  curious  that  Poisson  makes  no  reference  to  the  me- 
moir of  Gauss,  which  was  the  subject  of  the  preceding  chapter  of 
the  present  work ; it  is  the  more  curious  because  Poisson  published 
a work  on  Capillary  Attraction  in  1831,  and  in  the  preface  he  refers 
to  the  memoir  of  Gauss. 
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85.  The  memoir  of  Poisson  is  divided  into  two  parts;  the 
first  is  entitled  Variations  of  integrals  relative  to  a single  inde- 
pendent variable,  and  determination  of  their  maxima  and  minima. 
The  second  part  is  entitled  Variations  of  integrals  relative  to  two 
independent  variables,  and  determination  of  their  maxima  and 
minima.  The  first  part  extends  from  page  230  to  page  286,  and 
the  second  part  from  page  286  to  the  end  of  the  memoir. 

In  the  first  part  Poisson  begins  by  establishing  the  ordinary 
formula  for  the  variation  of  a single  integral ; nothing  new  is  ob- 
tained but  the  method  is  different  from  the  ordinary  method.  As 
it  may  enable  the  reader  more  easily  to  understand  Poisson’s  mode 
of  finding  the  variation  of  a double  integral,  to  which  we  shall 
hereafter  proceed,  we  will  give  at  full  his  treatment  of  the  single 
integral. 


86.  If  K is  a function  of  the  variable  x and  other  quantities 
dependent  upon  x,  we  shall  represent  by  K\  K",  K"',  ...  the 
differential  coefficients  of  K taken  with  respect  to  x and  to  every- 
thing which  depends  upon  it ; so  that  we  shall  have 
dK_jr,  dK'  _ dK"  _ 

dx~K  ’ dx  ~K  ’ dx  ~K  ’ 


Let  the  two  limits  of  au  integral  with  respect  to  a;  be  denoted 
by  a;,  and  *„  then  the  values  of  any  quantity  II  with  respect  to 
these  limits  will  be  denoted  by  IIa  for  the  limit  xa,  and  by  Hx  for 
the  limit  xt. 


Let  y be  a function  qf  the  variable  x,  and  according  to  the 
notation  above  adopted  we  shall  have 


dy 

dx 


Suppose  V to  denote  a given  function  of  x,  y,  y,  y", ...  up  to 
the  differential  coefficient  of  some  determinate  order;  and  let  x0 
and  xt  be  two  constant  quantities.  Consider  the  definite  integral 


U= 


If  we  regard  x and  therefore  ako  y as  implicit  functions  of 
another  variable  m wc  can  suppose  that  y',  y",  y", ...  have  been 
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expressed  in  terms  of  the  differential  coefficients  of  x and  y with 
respect  to  m,  by  means  of  the  ordinary  rules  for  changing  the  inde- 
pendent variable.  Thus  V will  become  a function  of  x and  y and 
of  their  differential  coefficients  with  respect  to  u.  Denote  by  u„ 
and  u,  the  values  of  it  which  correspond  to  x = xt  and  x — xl-,  thus 
we  shall  have 

U=  fU'Vpdu. 

Ju0  du 

Next  suppose  that  Sx  and  Sy  are  indefinitely  small  and  arbi- 
trary functions  of  u;  without  changing  u0  and  put  x 4-  &e  and 
y + Sy  in  the  place  of  x and  y under  the  symbol  /.  Thus  we 
deduce 

8U=  [U‘8V~  du  + F ~ du (1). 

«0  du  J u0  du 


The  new'  value  of  y as  a function  of  x will  result  from  the  eli- 
mination of  u between  the  values  of  x + 8x  and  y + 8 y.  [That  is, 
we  may  put  x + 8x  = X and  y+8y=  Y ; then  X and  Y are  func- 
tions of  «,  and  by  eliminating  u we  obtain  Y as  a function  of  X.] 
At  the  same  time  the  new  limits  with  respect  to  x of  the  integral 
U will  be  r„+  8xa  and  xt  + 8xl ; and  thus  although  we  have  not 
changed  the  limits  u0  and  m,  the  preceding  formula  will  give  the 
complete  variation  of  V both  with  respect  to  the  form  of  the  func- 
tion y anti  also  with  respect  to  the  limits  of  the  integration. 


Now  for  shortness  put 
dV 


we  shall  have 


dV  p dV  = 
dy  dy  dy"~V> 


And  suppose 


8 V=  M8x  + N8y  + F8y'  + Q8y"  + ... 


% = y'&e  4-  O) ; 


then  it  will  be  shewn  presently  that  we  shall  obtain 


8y  = y"8x  + to', 
8y"  = y"'8x  + to", 
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and  generally 
Hence 


By'"  = y'**"bx  + to" 


.(2). 


8 V=  (M  + Ny'  + Py"  + <?/'  + . ..)  Bx 

+ jYiu  + Pa>  + Qto"  + . . . 

The  coefficient  of  Bx  is  the  differential  coefficient  of  V with 
respect  to  x considering  y,  y',  y", ...  as  functions  of  a;;  we  denote 
this  by  V.  And  we  have 


dV  y,dx 
du  du  ’ 

8F|-s,te+<Ar«+A-'+e"'+-)|- 


thus 

Thus  equation  (1)  becomes 
(dV 

\ du 


BU=  [U'(~8x+V^)du 
J *0  / 


Now 


+ f*'(Na  + P(0'  + Qa"+...)  g du. 

dV  dBx_d.VBx 

du***'  du~  du  ’ 


and  £^du=VM-Vt8xB. 

If  then  we  transform  to  the  variable  x the  second  integral  con- 
tained in  BU,  we  shall  have 

BU—  F,&r,  — F0Sx0  + f '{Nm  + Pa'  + Qa"  + ...)  dx. 

J *0 

By  the  process  of  integration  by  parts  we  can  remove  the  dif- 
ferential coefficients  a>,  a", ...  from  under  the  integral  sign.  For 
we  have 

f 'Pa'dx  = Pla>l  — P0«0  — f P'adx, 

J x„  J x0 

[ ' Qa'dx  = Qlal'  - Q„aB  - Q’ai  + Q’a0  + f ' Q'eodx, 

J JT0  J 

and  so  on. 
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Thu3  wc  conclude  finally  that 

8 Z7  = r + [ Htjtdx (3), 

Jm, 

where 

H=N-P'  + Q"-R"  + ... 

r -vfa-vjk, 

+ (p,  - q; + R"  - ...) - (p0  - Q’ + r;  - ...)  »0 

+ {Qi  — -ft,'  + •••) — (Q0-fto+  •••)  ®.’ 

+ (P, (P.-...X 


87.  It  only  remains  to  demonstrate  equation  (2). 
We  hare 

dy 

, dy  du 

*=£=Tc- 

du 


Put  x + 8x  and  y + 8y  in  place  of  x and  y in  this  fraction, 
subtract  the  original  value  y and  neglect  indefinitely  small  quan- 
tities of  the  second  order ; thus 

dZy  dy  d8x 
« , du  du  du 

du  \duj 


But,  by  hypothesis, 

8y  = y'8x  + w; 

differentiate  with  respect  to  u,  thus 


du  du  du 


+y 


d8x 

du 


Hence  we  have 


dy_ 

du 


8x 


dto  / , dx 
du  v du 


,dx 


p.  r . 

**=-zr+dZ+ 

du  3u 


d8x 

du 


(W 

\duj 
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and 


du  _ dy  _ „ 

dx  dx  y ' 

du 


dm 

du 

dx 

du 


,dx_dy 
y dh~d^’ 

thus  the  value  of  By’  reduces  to 

By'  = y"Bx  + m'. 

Starting  from  this  result  and  from  the  equation 

% 

„ du 

y 

du 

we  shall  obtain  in  like  manner 

By"  = y'"Bx  + m"; 

continuing  thus  we  shall  establish  equation  (2)  for  any  index  n. 

In  equation  (3)  we  may  replace  m which  is  under  the  integral 
sign  by  its  value 

ta  = By  - y'Bx, 

and  in  the  terms  outside  the  integral  sign  we  may  replace 
o>0,  &>,,  a),',  m\, ...  by  their  values 

= Sy0'-y0"&r.,  ... 

",  = fy,  - — 

Thus  the  variation  of  the  integral  U will  be  expressed  ex- 
plicitly in  terms  of  the  variations  of  x and  y,  and  of  the  variations 
of  the  extreme  values  of  x,  y,  y,  y", ...  up  to  the  differential  coeffi- 
cient of  the  order  next  below  the  highest  which  is  contained  in  V. 

88.  We  have  thus  given  Poisson’s  method  of  establishing  the 
fundamental  formula  of  the  Calculus  of  Variations  in  the  case  of 
a simple  integral. 
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Poisson  next  shews  how  this  fundamental  Formula  may  also  be 
obtained  by  decomposing  the  integral  U into  its  indefinitely  small 
elements.  This  is  in  fact  the  old  method  which  was  used  be- 
fore the  invention  of  the  Calculus  of  Variations,  and  it  is  ex- 
pounded in  Euler’s  Methodus  inveniendi....  Poisson  however  extends 
the  old  investigation  so  as  to  include  the  terms  relative  to  the 
limits  of  the  integral ; this  according  to  Poisson  had  not  been 
done  before. 

89.  We  thu3  arrive  at  the  end  of  the  fourth  section  of  the 
memoir.  In  his  fifth  section  Poisson  shews  how  his  results  are 
applied  to  find  the  maximum  or  minimum  value  of  the  integral  U. 
He  says  he  will  not  consider  in  this  memoir  the  question  of  the 
distinction  of  a maximum  from  a minimum  value.  He  then  makes 
some  remarks  on  the  number  of  constants  which  will  appear  in  the 
solution  of  the  differential  equation  furnished  by  the  condition  of 
maximum  or  minimum,  and  the  manner  of  determining  these 
constants.  He  draws  attention  to  the  obvious  fact  that  the  differ- 
ential equation  may  be  immediately  integrated,  once  if  N — 0,  twice 
if  W=  0 and  P=  0,  and  so  on.  He  states  that  a first  integral  of  the 
equation  can  also  be  obtained  when  the  independent  variable  does 
not  occur  explicitly  in  V;  because  then  if  we  consider  x as  a 
function  of  y,  this  case  is  analogous  to  that  in  which  N = 0.  He 
shews  however  that  this  integral  may  be  found  without  changing 
the  independent  variable  in  the  following  manner. 

We  have 

dV  = Mdx  4-  Ndy  + Pdy'  + Qdy"  + Rdy"  + ... ; 

here  the  first  term  Mdx  by  hypothesis  vanishes ; eliminate  Ndy  by 
means  of  the  oquation 

W-P'+  Q"-R"'+...=0, 

thus 

dV=  Pdy'  + P'dy  + Qdy" - Q "dy  + Rdy"’  + R "'dy  + ... 

But  the  following  are  identically  true : 

Pdy'  + P'dy  = d.Py', 

Qdy"  - Q"dy  = d ( Qy"  - Q'y), 

Rdy"'  + R"dy  = d ( Ry - R y"  + R "y) 
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Thus 

dV=  a. Py' + d ( Qy" - Q'y')  + d (By'"  - R'y"  + R "y)  + ... 
and  therefore 

V=  C+Py'+  Qy"- Q'y'  + Ry'"-B'y"  + B"y'  + ... 
where  C is  an  arbitrary  constant. 

90.  In  his  sixth  section  Poisson  says  that  the  problem  of 
the  maximum  or  minimum  of  an  integral  may  be  decomposed  into 
two  parts  which  may  be  considered  separately.  First  we  may  con- 
sider that  x0,  y0,  y0', ...  and  xx , yx,  yx, ...  are  given,  and  proceed  to 
find  the  value  of  y in  terms  of  x and  the  given  quantities  which 
makes  U a maximum  or  minimum.  The  value  of  y is  then  to  be 
found  from  the  differential  equation 

N-P'+Q"-...=  0, 

and  the  arbitrary  constants  must  be  determined  by  means  of  the 
given  values  of  x0,  »/„,  y0', ...  yx,  yx, ...  Substitute  this  value  of 
y and  the  consequent  values  of  y,  y", ...  in  V;  then  integrate  Vdx 
from  x = x0  to  x = xt;  thus  we  shall  obtain  the  maximum  or  mini- 
mum value  of  U,  with  respect  to  the  form  of  the  function  y,  in 
terms  of  x0,  y0,  yx,  ...  xt,  ylt  yt',  ... . We  may  then  seek  for  the 
values  of  these  latter  quantities  which  make  U a maximum  or 
minimum. 

If  we  are  able  to  integrate  the  differential  equation  and  also  to 

obtain  the  value  of  [ ' Vdx,  then  this  second  part  of  the  problem 
J *0 

can  be  treated  by  the  ordinary  rules  of  the  Differential  Calculus. 
Poisson  then  shews  that  by  the  application  of  these  rules  we  obtain 
the  same  conditions  as  are  found  by  the  Calculus  of  Variations 
when  the  limits  of  integration  are  varied,  and  consequently  those 
terms  are  introduced  which  have  been  denoted  by  the  symbol  T in 
Article  86. 

[91 . It  is  necessary  to  make  some  remarks  on  this  suggestion 
of  Poisson’s  about  dividing  a problem  in  the  Calculus  of  Variations 
into  two  parts.  Suppose  we  have  a problem  in  the  Calculus  of 
Variations,  and  that  for  example  the  differential  equation 

N-P’+  = 0 
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is  the  differential  equation  to  a circle.  We  then  according  to 
Poisson’s  method  take  the  equation  to  a circle  which  involves  three 
arbitrary  constants,  and  substituting  the  value  of  y in  terms  of  x 

in  V we  integrate  f Vdx ; then  by  ordinary  Differential  Calculus 

we  investigate  the  values  which  must  be  given  to  the  three  arbi- 
trary constants  in  order  to  make  the  last  integral  a maximum  or 
minimum.  If  suitable  values  cannot  be  determined  we  conclude 
that  a curve  having  the  proposed  maximum  or  minimum  property 
cannot  be  found.  But  even  if  suitable  values  can  be  found  we 
have  no  right  to  conclude  that  a circle  does  possess  the  proposed 
maximum  or  minimum  property ; because  we  do  not  compare  a 
circle  with  any  adjacent  curve  in  the  latter  part  of  this  method, 
but  only  one  circle  with  another  circle.  To  determine  whether  a 
circle  does  possess  the  proposed  maximum  or  minimum  property 
we  must  proceed  as  in  Article  5,  or  in  some  similar  way.  In  fact 
Poisson’s  method  will  be  unobjectionable  if  we  know  a priori  that 
a curve  having  the  required  maximum  or  minimum  property  must 
exist ; but  it  will  not  be  valid  to  prove  that  we  have  found  such 
a curve  when  we  do  not  know  a priori  that  the  curve  must  exist.] 

92.  In  his  seventh  section  Poisson  gives  the  usual  extension 
of  his  preceding  results  to  the  case  in  which  V contains  two  de- 
pendent variables  y and  z and  their  differential  coefficients  with 
respect  to  the  independent  variable  x. 

We  will  give  Poisson’s  result,  because  it  explains  the  notation 
which  he  continues  to  use  in  the  next  section.  Let  V denote  a 
function  of  x,  y,  z and  the  differential  coefficients  of  y and  z with 
respect  to  x ; also  let 

U=  [*'  Vdx, 

Jr o 

then  BU=T  + J*' jlKSy-y'Sx)  + A'(Sz - z’Sx) j dx, 

where  T denotes  that  part  of  the  variation  of  U which  is  free  from 
the  integral  sign. 

93.  We  now  proceed  to  Poisson’s  eighth  section. 

In  a certain  case  a relation  exists  between  the  quantities  II  and 
K,  which  may  be  obtained  in  the  following  manner. 


Digitized  by  Google 


POISSON. 


63 


The  case  is  that  in  which  the  variable  x does  not  occur  ex- 
plicitly in  V,  and  when  we  have  moreover 

V=  We'-, 

W being  a given  function  of  y and  z which  contains  likewise 

d<k 

dy  dz 
dz  ’ dz  ’ 


that  is,  the  quantities 


t t n t ii 

y.  gy  — ,v  2 


which  we  will  denote  by  t',  t", ....  We  shall  have  then 


U=  [*'  Wz'dx  = f Wdz. 
J X 0 J *0 


Now  by  means  of  the  last  expression  for  U,  we  may  exhibit  the 
variation  of  U by  the  formula  (3)  of  Art.  86,  putting  z and  W in 
place  of  a;  and  V,  and  t',  t", ...  in  place  of  y\  y", ...  The  second  term 
of  BU  will  therefore  be  of  the  form 


f ' O {By  —t'Bz)  dz, 

J *0 


or,  which  is  the  same  thing, 


f ‘ 0 ( z'By  - y'Bz)  dx ; 

J *„ 


G being  a factor  which  is  independent  of  By  and  Bz.  In  order  that 
this  may  coincide  with  the  second  term  of  the  value  of  B U in  the 
preceding  article  we  must  have 

H {By  —y'Bx)  + K{Bz  — z'Bx)  = G {z'By  — y'Bz). 


This  equation  resolves  itself  into 

H=Gz\  K--  Gy,  Hy  + Kz'  = 0 ; 

these  results  we  obtain  by  equating  the  coefficients  of  Bx,  By,  Bz. 
The  third  of  these  results  may  also  be  obtained  by  eliminating  G 
between  the  other  two,  and  it  expresses  the  relation  between  II 
and  K which  was  to  be  obtained. 
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[94.  The  preceding  article  is  clear ; in  what  follows  there  may 
he  some  difficulty.  Poisson  proceeds  thus.  In  the  general  case 
where  V is  any  function  of  x,  y,  y,  y", ...  z,  z z", ...  let  us  suppose 
x an  implicit  function  of  another  independent  variable  u,  and  let 
us  replace  therefore  y',  y", ...  s',  z", ...  by 

i t tt  in  t » n t n 

y xy  —yx  z xz  —zx 


and  Vdx  by  Vx'du.  Let  us  denote  relatively  to  x,  x,  x", ...  by  X 
the  quantity  analogous  to  H and  K,  then  we  shall  find  that  these 
quantities  are  connected  by  the  identity 

Xx'  + Ihj  + AY  = 0. 

Reciprocally  when  a given  function  of  x,  x',  x",  ...y,  y',  y",  ... 
z,  z',z", ...  satisfies  this  equation  it  will  be  reducible  to  the  form 
Vx;  so  that  without  changing  its  value  we  can  put  x'=l,  x"=Q,... , 
and  regard  y and  z in  the  given  function  as  functions  of  x. 

It  may  be  remarked  here  in  the  first  place,  that  the  last 
sentence,  reciprocally  when  &c.  is  all  that  is  new.  Lagrange  had 
given  the  other  part  repeatedly ; he  appears  to  have  thought  it  very 
important.  See  Miscel.  Taur.  Vol.  II.  page  183,  and  Vol.  IV. 
page  177 ; also  Lemons  sur  le  Calcul  des  Functions,  page  412,  and 
page  456.  Lacroix  also  gave  the  theorem  Calc.  Biff,  et  Int.  Vol.  ii. 
page  763.  In  the  next  place,  there  is  a little  difficulty  as  to 
Poisson’s  notation,  so  that  it  is  necessary  to  examine  the  point 
in  detail.  Let  V denote  a function  of  x,  y,  z,  and  the  differential 
coefficients  of  y and  z with  respect  to  x.  Transform  these  differential 
coefficients  into  differential  coefficients  with  respect  to  a new  inde- 
pendent variable  u,  so  that  V may  be  transformed  into  a function  of 
x,  y,  z and  the  differential  coefficients  of  these  variables  with  respect 
to  « ; we  will  denote  the  transformed  function  by  v.  Then  put 

U = jvdx=jv(^du  = jv  d£dn. 

We  have  now  two  modes  of  expressing  hU\  we  shall  confine  our- 
selves to  the  unintegrated  part.  This  may  be  written  thus 
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or  thus 

j^A  (8x  - J iu)  + B (By  — | Su)  + C(Sz-%L  &«)J  du. 

Here  Y and  Z are  obtained  in  the  ordinary  way  from  V;  and 

dx 

A,  B,  C are  obtained  in  a similar  way  from  v ^ . 

By  comparing  the  two  results,  remembering  that  the  integration 
in  the  first  is  with  respect  to  x,  and  in  the  second  with  respect  to  w, 
we  obtain 

yJ£~B  zd£-°- 
A%L+B<k+cf-=o. 

du  du  du 


The  last  result  will  also  follow  from  the  first  three  by  eliminat- 
ing Y and  Z. 

The  last  result  must  be  what  Poisson  denotes  by 
Xx'  + Hy'  + Kz'  = 0; 

his  notation  is  objectionable  however,  because  he  had  previously 
used  II  and  K for  what  we  denote  by  Y and  Z. 

Next  let  us  consider  the  reciprocal  theorem  which  Poisson 
enunciates.  Let  <f>  denote  any  function  of  x,  x',  x", ...  y,  y',  y", ... 
z,  z',  z", ...  which  satisfies  the  condition 

Ax'+By’+  Ct  = 0. 

dx 

Transform  the  independent  variable  from  u to  x and  let  \fr  be 

what  <f>  becomes ; the  assertion  then  is  that  yfr  will  be  free  from  w, 

that  is,  ifr  will  not  contain  ^ , ...  To  prove  this  we  observe 

that  if  yfr  did  contain  such  terms  we  should  have,  considering  only 
the  unintegrated  part  of  the  variation,  a result  of  this  form 

8 jyjrdx  = fjj(8u  - ~ 8x)  + Y {By  - jL  8x)  + Z (8z  - d£  &r)J  dx. 

5 
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But  again  taking  the  uu integrated  part  of  the  variation 

* / = /{^  (8*  - ~ 8«)  +B^~Tu  Su)  + C^~Tu  hu))  du- 

Now  hy  supposition  Jifrdx  = ^ ~ du  = J<f>du,  and  therefore 

the  variations  of  the  two  expressions  must  coincide.  But  Su  dis- 
appears from  Sf<f>du,  because  by  supposition 

. dx  -r.dy  ,,  dz 
A -j — f-  li  -y-  + 0 -j—  — 0. 

du  du  du 

Hence  Su  must  disappear  from  Sjijrdx ; and  thus  the  terms 

du  d'u  . , 

j-  i cannot  occur  m ur. 

ax  axr 

This  proves  Poisson’s  statement,  but  there  appears  an  exception 

to  it  which  he  has  not  noticed.  The  terms  ~ ,...  might  occur 

in  ijr  provided  they  occurred  in  such  a manner  that  ,7=0;  for  then 
Su  would  disappear  from  S / ^<7c.] 


95.  In  his  ninth  section  Poisson  alludes  to  the  case  where  Fis 
a function  of  x,  y,  z and  the  differential  coefficients  of  y and  z with 
respect  to  x ; these  functions  and  differential  coefficients  being  con- 
nected by  an  equation  L = 0.  He  gives  the  ordinary  method  of 
treatment  by  means  of  an  arbitrary  multiplier.  He  has  here  a slight 
mistake,  for  he  Bays,  “ having  regard  to  the  equation  dV  — 0,  &c.” 
Now  there  is  no  such  relation  as  d F=  0;  thus  the  expressions  for 

dV 

SV  which  follow  arc  incorrect  because  the  term -r-  Sx  is  omitted, 

dx 

dV 

where  -j-  means  the  complete  differential  coefficient  of  F with  re- 
spect to  a:;  (see  Poisson’s  second  section).  The  final  expression 
for  8 U is  however  correct. 


96.  Poisson’s  next  three  sections  are  devoted  to  the  subject  of 
the  conditions  of  integrability  of  functions;  it  will  be  sufficient 
here  to  state  what  Poisson  proves.  Let  F be  a function  of 
x,  y,  y,  y", ...  which  satisfies  identically  the  relation 

N-P'  + Q"-R"'+  ...  = 0,' 
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then  V is  integrable  per  se.  This  Poisson  proves  by  exhibiting 
the  integral  under  the  form 

j" Vdx  — ^(x,  0,  0,  0, ...)  dx  + j x(u)  du  ; 

here  F{x,  0,  0,  0,  ...)  denotes  what  V becomes  when  in  it  we 
put  y,  y,  y",  ...  all  zero,  and  x (M)  is  a complicated  function  of 

u,  *>  y>  y\  y'\  •••  The  integration  in  I ^ («)</«  is  to  be  made 

J 0 

on  the  supposition  that  every  thing  is  constant  except  u.  Next 
Poisson  supposes  V a function  of  x,  y,  y,  y", ...  z,  z,  z", ...  Let  the 
equation 

N-  P'  + Q"-R"'  + ...  = 0 

be  denoted  by  H=  0,  and  let  a similar  equation  with  respect  to  z 
be  denoted  by  A’  = 0 ; then  Poisson  proves  that  if  H=  0 be  iden- 
tically true,  and  K = 0 be  true  when  y = 0 whatever  z may  be,  then 
/ Vdx  can  be  expressed  in  a form  analogous  to  that  just  given. 
Two  forms  can  be  given  to  the  result  according  to  the  order  in  which 
we  consider  y and  z.  By  comparing  these  two  forms  Poisson 
obtains  an  equation  which  must  hold ; also  he  infers  that  if  one 
of  the  two  equations  27=  0,  K=  0,  be  identically  true  and  the  other 
true  when  one  of  the  variables  is  zero  for  all  values  of  the  other 
variable,  then  both  equations  arc  identically  true.  These  two  re- 
sults are  verified  in  an  example. 

97.  Poisson’s  next  three  sections  contain  some  remarks  on 
the  questions  in  which  one  expression  is  to  have  a maximum  or 
minimum  value  while  another  is  to  have  a constant  value,  those 
questions  in  fact  from  which  the  name  of  xaoperimetrical  problems 
was  obtained  and  applied  to  the  problems  of  the  Calculus  of  Vari- 
ations ; Poisson  compares  the  different  considerations  which  have 
been  used  in  the  solution  of  such  problems. 

98.  In  his  sixteenth  and  seventeenth  sections  Poisson  adverts 
to  the  problem  in  which  a closed  curve  is  to  be  found  which 
possesses  some  maximum  or  minimum  property.  If  we  suppose 
that  the  function  V does  not  contain  the  limiting  values  of  x,  y or 
the  differential  coefficients  of  y,  then  the  term  F of  the  fundamental 
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formula  (Art.  86)  will  be  of  the  form  where  £ and  £,  are 

the  values  which  a certain  function  assumes  at  the  two  limits. 
Now  when  the  problem  refers  to  a plane  curve  we  can  use  the 
polar  co-ordinates  r and  0,  and  if  the  curve  is  closed  we  can  put 
the  origin  within  the  figure ; then  the  limiting  values  of  6 may  be 
denoted  by  0 and  2v.  Thus  if  the  angle  0 is  only  involved  through 
the  trigonometrical  functions,  as  these  functions  have  the  same  value 
for  the  values  0 and  2tt  of  the  angle  we  obtain  £ = Therefore  T 
vanishes.  And  the  same  result  follows  for  a curve  of  double  cur- 
vature. 

Thus  in  questions  relating  to  closed  curves  the  equations  which 
depend  on  the  limits  of  the  integral  disappear  and  the  arbitrary 
constants  introduced  by  the  integration  remain  indeterminate. 


99.  For  example;  required  to  determine  a plane  closed  curve 
of  given  perimeter  which  shall  include  a maximum  area. 

Let  l denote  the  given  perimeter ; then  with  the  usual  notation 

/.VmSI 

The  integral  which  is  to  be  a relative  maximum,  is 


5 p 

•0 

Let  a denote  an  undetermined  constant ; put 

then  U is  the  integral  which  is  to  be  an  absolute  maximum- 

The  quantities  x,  y,  y of  the  fundamental  formulae  are  now 
replaced  by  0,  r,  r respectively ; thus 

xr  dV 
N=  -j-  = r + 


dr 


v'r’  4-  r * 


P = 


d V_  ar 
dr  ~ Vr’+T5 ' 
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The  other  quantities  Q,  E, ...  (Art.  86)  are  zero,  and  the  funda- 
mental equation  becomes 


Thus 


XT  dP  n 

N~T0  = °- 

dV  = Ndr  + Pdr' 
dP  , _ . , 

= d5dr+Pdr- 


Integrate  and  denote  the  arbitrary  constant  by  c ; thus 
V=Pr'  + c. 

Substitute  in  this  equation  the  values  of  V and  P,  and  solve  it 
dO  , 

with  respect  to  ; thus 

dO  _ r*  — 2c 

dr  ~ r V 4aV  - (r“  - 2 c}1 ' 

This  may  be  integrated  as  follows 
2c\ 


e . f f 


dz 


+ 8 c — z 


yi 


, 2c 

where  z — r — . 

r 


Therefore  0 + A = sin"’  ■= , 

V 4a"  + 8c 

where  A is  a constant.  Hence 

r + — = dW  4-  8c  sin  ( 0 + A), 
r 

We  may  write  the  equation 

r*  — 2r  Va*  + 2c  sin  (0  -f  A)  + 2c  = 0. 

This  is  the  equation  to  a circle  of  which  the  radius  is  a ; thus 
a is  determined  since  the  perimeter  of  the  curve  is  given.  The  con- 
stants A and  c are  indeterminate ; it  is  obvious  that  they  depend 
on  the  position  of  the  circle  and  have  no  influence  on  its  area  or 
perimeter. 

If  the  curve  instead  of  being  closed  were  required  to  pass 
through  two  fixed  points  and  the  arc  between  those  points  were 
of  a given  length,  then  the  three  constants  would  all  be  determined. 
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For  we  should  have  two  equations  arising  from  the  fact  of  the  circle 
passing  through  the  two  given  points  and  one  arising  from  the 
given  length. 

[The  mode  of  integration  in  the  above  solution  is  more  simple 
than  that  used  by  Poisson.] 

100.  We  now  arrive  at  the  second  part  of  Poisson’s  memoir 
which  is  entitled  Variations  of  integrals  relative  to  two  independent 
variables,  and  determination  of  their  maxima  and  minima.  This 
forms  by  far  the  most  important  portion  of  the  memoir;  it  extends 
from  page  286  to  the  end. 

101.  In  the  eighteenth  section  Poisson  explains  the  notation  to 
be  used.  The  variables  are  denoted  by  x and  y.  Suppose  K any 
function  of  x and  y and  of  other  quantities  which  depend  on  them  ; 
then  K'  denotes  the  differential  coefficient  of  K with  respect  to  x 
and  to  every  thing  which  depends  on  x ; and  Kl  denotes  the  differ- 
ential coefficient  of  K witli  respect  to  y and  to  every  thing  which 
depends  on  y.  And  so  generally  accents  above  indicate  differen- 
tiation with  respect  to  x,  and  accents  below  indicate  differentiation 
with  respect  to  y.  Thus 

dK_  , dK_„  d'K  _ „ jPK  _ d'K  „ 

’ dy~  " ~ ’ dxdy~  •’  rf/ 

and  so  on. 

The  limits  known  or  unknown  of  a double  integral, 
fj K dx  dy, 

will  not  be  indicated.  If  this  double  integral  extends  over  a zone 
of  a surface  comprised  between  two  closed  curves  which  will  gene- 
rally be  curves  of  double  curvature,  then  x,  y,  z may  denote  the 
co-ordinates  of  any  point  of  the  surface,  and  the  limits  of  the  inte- 
gration will  depend  upon  the  projections  on  the  plane  of  {x,  y)  of 
these  curves.  In  order  to  indicate  what  a quantity  becomes  at  the 
first  limit  we  shall  enclose  it  in  parentheses,  and  to  indicate  what  it 
becomes  at  the  second  we  shall  enclose  it  in  square  brackets.  Thus 
of  the  following  simple  integrals, 

(jKdx),  (jKdy),  [Jj&fe],  [JW], 
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the  first  two  belong  to  the  interior  curve  and  are  to  be  taken 
throughout  its  entire  length,  and  the  last  two  belong  to  the  exterior 
curve  and  are  to  be  taken  throughout  its  entire  length.  The 
equations  to  these  curves  we  will  denote  for  the  present  by  A — 0, 
and  B = 0. 

[Poisson  however  does  not  keep  to  the  meaning  of  the  symbols 
which  he  gives  here ; hereafter  he  really  uses  the  square  brackets 
for  points  on  the  upper  portion  of  a curve  and  the  parentheses  for 
points  on  the  lower  portion  of  that  curve.] 

If  we  replace  x and  y by  functions  of  two  other  independent 
variables  u and  v,  then  z will  also  become  a function  of  u and  t>. 
Substitute  these  values  of  x and  y in  the  equations  to  the  limiting 
curves  A = 0 and  B = 0;  we  thus  obtain  two  equations  (7=0  and 
D = 0,  which  determine  the  limits  of  the  integration  relative  to  u 
and  v.  Conversely'  the  equation  to  the  surface  will  be  obtained  by 
eliminating  u and  v between  the  values  of  x,  y,  z;  and  the 
equations  A —0,  B = 0,  of  the  limiting  curves  in  terms  of  x and  y 
will  be  found  by  eliminating  u and  v between  the  values  of  x 
and  y,  and  the  equations  (7=0  and  D=  0. 

Now  let  us  denote  by  Bx,  By,  Bz  arbitrary  indefinitely  small 
functions  of  u and  v ; and  suppose  that  x,  y,  z become  respectively 
x + Sx,  y + By,  z + Bz.  Then  the  equation  to  the  new  surface  will 
be  found  by  eliminating  u and  v between  the  values  of  x + Sx, 
y + By,  z + Bz;  so  that  its  form  will  differ  in  an  infinitesimal  but 
perfectly  arbitrary  manner  from  the  form  of  the  original  surface. 
At  the  same  time  if  the  equations  (7=0  and  D = 0 have  not  been 
changed,  the’equations  to  the  new  limiting  curves  will  result  from 
the  elimination  of  u and  e between  the  values  of  x + Bx  and  y 4-  By, 
and  these  equations  (7=0  and  1)  = 0.  Hence  these  curves  will 
differ  in  an  infinitesimal  but  perfectly  arbitrary  manner  from  the 
primitive  limiting  curves  which  were  given  by  A = 0 andZ?=0. 
Thus  by  varying  x,  y,  z without  varying  the  limits  relative  to  u 
and  v,  the  zone  of  surface  over  which  the  double  integral  extends 
undergoes  an  arbitrary  variation  both  in  its  form  and  its  boundaries. 

102.  In  his  nineteenth  section  Poisson  gives  some  important 
formulae  in  variations.  Suppose  s a function  of  x and  y,  and  let 
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Fbe  a given  function  of  x,  y,  z,  2',  z:,  z",  z',  zn,  ...  Denote  the 
complete  differential  of  V thus 

dV  = Ldx  4-  Mdy  + Ndz  + Pdz  + Qdzt 

+ Rdz"  + Sdz'  + Tdzit  + 

so  that  L,  M,  N,  P, ...  are  the  partial  differential  coefficients  of  V 
with  respect  to  x,  y,  z,  2’, ...  The  complete  variation  8 V of  V may 
be  obtained  from  dV  by  changing  d into  8;  and  if  we  regard 
Bx,  By,  82  as  functions  of  x and  y which  are  arbitrary  and  indepen- 
dent of  each  other,  we  shall  have  to  form  the  corresponding  ex- 
pressions for  82',  82,,  82",  82/, ... 

Consider  x and  y and  consequently  2 ns  implicit  functions  of 
two  other  independent  variables  u and  v.  Differentiate  2 with  re- 
spect to  u and  v ; thus 

dz  _ ,dx  dy 
du  Z du^~  Z‘  da  ’ 


ds  _ ,dx  dy 
dv  Z dv  + Z‘  dv  ' 


From  these  we  obtain 


where 


, _ 1 (dz  dy  dz  dy 

Z X \du  dv 

_ 1 (dz  dx  dz  dx 

' f \dv  du  du  dv, 

£,  _dx  dy  dx  dy 
du  dv  dv  du  ' 


dv  du)  ’ 
:)• 


Now  if  we  represent  by  Bx,  By,  82  three  arbitrary  and  indefinitely 
small  functions  of  u and  v,  we  may  suppose  without  varying  u and  v 
that  x,  y,  z become  simultaneously  x 4-  Bx,  y + By,  z + 82.  If  we 
differentiate  relatively  to  the  characteristic  8 the  preceding  value 
of  z and  make  use  of  the  value  of  z/  we  obtain 

- , _ 1 (dy  dBz  dy  dSz\ 

X \dv  du  du  dv ) 

_ fiy  dBx  dy  dBx\ 

£ \dv  du  du  dv ) 

_l.(dy  dBy  _ dy^  dBy\ 
f \dv  du  du  dv  ) ' 
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But  wc  may  also  consider  u and  v and  consequently  Bx,  By,  Sz 
as  functions  of  x and  y ; then  we  have 

dBr.  _dBx  dx  dSx  dy 
da  dx  da  dy  da  ’ 

dSx  _ dSx  dx  dBx  dy 
dv  dx  dv  dy  dv  ’ 

dSy  _ dSy  dx  dBy  dy 
da  dx  da  dy  da ' 

dBz  _ dBz  dx  dBz  dy 
da  dx  du  dy  da’ 

dBz  dBz  dx  dBz  dy 
dv  dx  dv  dy  dv  ’ 

From  these  we  obtain 


dBy  _ dBy  dx  dBy  dy 
dv  dx  dv  dy  dv 


dy  dBx 
dv  du 


dy  dBx  _ ydBx 
du  dv  ’ dx  ’ 


dy  dBy  dy  dBy  ydSy 
dv  du  du  dv  s dx  ’ 


dy  dBz  dy  dBz  y dBz 

dv  du  du  dv  ’ dx 


By  means  of  these  values  that  of  Bz  becomes 

js  , dBz  ,dBx  dBy 
9 dx  Z dx  S‘  dx  " 


For  shortness  put 


thus 


Bz  — z'Bx  — z,Sy  = to, 
Sz ' = z"Bx  + z^Sy  + to’. 


In  the  same  manner  it  may  be  shewn  that 
Sz;  — z’Bx  + z,Sy  + a>( . 

These  simple  expressions  for  Sz’  and  Sz , are,  as  .we  see,  inde- 
pendent of  any  particular  relation  which  may  be  established  between 
x and  y and  the  auxiliary  variables  u and  v. 
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We  can  easily  deduce  expressions  for  Bz",  Bz’,  8z(,  ... 

For  since  = <o  and  — =&>,,  we  have  by  putting  its  value 
for  to 


h!  - ,-Sz  - ,1 

' ' " 9 dy 


(1) 


These  equations  hold  for  any  function  s of  x and  y,  so  that  we 
may  substitute  successively  z,  zlt  z", ...  in  place  of  z.  Put  z in 
place  of  z in  the  first  of  equations  (1),  thus 


Bz"  — z"'Bx  — z"By 


d (Bz'  — z"Bx  — z'By) 
dx 


But  by  differentiating  the  same  equation  with  respect  to  a:,  we 
obtain 

d (Bz'  — z"Bx  — z'By)  d*co 
dx  — ” ; 

thus 

Bz"  — z'"Bx  — zi'By  — to". 

Similarly  if  we  put  zt  in  place  of  z in  the  second  of  equations 
(1),  we  shall  obtain 

Bz„  — ztiBx  — zl(,By  — o)„. 

Again,  put  z in  place  of  z in  the  second  of  equations  (1) ; thus 
Bz'-z"Bx-z  ;S  d(Bz-z"Bx-z;By) 

By  differentiating  the  first  of  equations  (1)  with  respect  to  y, 
we  obtain 

d (Bz  — z"Sx  — z'By)  d*co 
dy  dxdy  ’ 

therefore 

Sz‘  — z"Bx  — zu'Sy  = to'. 

It  is  easy  to  see  that  by  continuing  this  process  we  shall  obtain 
for  all  values  bf  the  indices  m and  n 

sc =c"s* +cusy+«c. 
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This  result  Poisson  says  he  had  arrived  at  on  a former  occasion 
and  had  used  in  explaining  a difficulty  in  the  Micanique  Analytiqtie. 
See  Bulletin  de  la  Societe  Philomatique  anntfe  1816,  page  82. 

[These  formula!  supply  the  corrections  of  the  errors  indicated  in 
Arts.  39—41.] 

By  means  of  the  general  formula  proved  above  the  variation 
of  V takes  the  form 

S F=  (Z  + Nz  + Pz"  + Qz'  + Rz"  + Sz,"  + Tz,;  + . . .)  Sx 
+ -f-  Pz t + Qzu  *4-  Rzt  -f*  Sztt  d"  + ...)  Sy 

+ N<o  4-  Pm  + Qcoi  + Rm"  + 8w'  + 7o>l(  + ... 
or,  which  is  the  same  thing, 

S V = V'Sx  + VSy  + Nm  + Pto  + Qm f 

+ Rm"  + So'  + Tmu  + (2). 

103.  The  twentieth  section  contains  some  reductions  of  the 
variation  of  a double  integral.  Consider  the  definite  integral 


By  the  known  rules  for  the  transformation  of  double  integrals, 
if  we  consider  x and  y as  functions  of  two  other  variables  u and  v, 
we  must  put 


so  that  we  have 


dxdy  = C 


dx  dy  dx  dy 
du  dv  do  du, 


dudv : 


U=  f[V(f^-^^)dudv. 
JJ  \au  dv  do  duj 


Now  put  x + Sx,  y + Sy,  z + Sz  in  place  of  x,  y,  z under  the  in- 
tegral sign.  From  what  was  said  above  it  will  be  sufficient  that 
Sx,  Sy,  Sz  should  be  arbitrary  functions  of  u and  v,  and  it  will  not 
be  necessary  to  vary  the  limits  relative  to  m and  v in  order  that  the 
integral  U may  vary  in  the  most  general  manner  both  with  re- 
spect to  the  limits  relative  to  x and  y,  and  with  respect  to  the  form 
of  the  function  z.  The  complete  variation  of  U will  then  be 


8f7=  [ ff^^^^SVdudv 
JJ \au  dv  dv  du} 


m 


dx  dSy 
dv 


dx  dSy  + dy  dSx 
dv  du  dv  du 


_ _l  JL  L - _ “7  - ~ Vdu  dv, 


dy  dSx 
du  dv 


Digitized  by  Google 


76 


POISSON. 


But  by  the  formulee  of  the  preceding  article  we  have 

dx  d&y  dx  dhy  _ (dx  dy  dx  dy\  d8y 

du  dv  dv  du  \du  dv  dv  du)  dy  ’ 

dy  dhx  dy  dhx  _ (dx  dy  dx  dy\  dSx 

dv  du  du  dv  \du  dv  dv  du)  dx 

Hence 


that  is,  by  restoring  the  variables  x and  y 

w.JI(sr+vJ±+rf)^. 


dx  dy\ 
dv  du) 


dudv, 


In  this  formula  the  limits  are  the  same  as  those  of  U.  Now 
substitute  the  value  of  8 V given  by  equation  (2),  and  observe  that 

„,s  „ dSx  d.  F&c 

1 V’fc=~~ZT' 

BU=  [j  Vhxdy^  - (I  VSxdyj 
+ [f  “ (J Viydxj 

+ IJ ( Nw  + Pm  + Qaii  + Rw"  + 8m)  + 7a>((  + ...)  dxdy (3). 


thus 


By  the  method  of  integration  by  parts  we  may  remove  the 
differential  coefficients  of  to  from  under  the  double  integral  sign. 
For 

f JPa>' dxdy  = [/. Pm  tfyj  — (J Pm  dyj  — jjp'wdx dy, 
fj  Qo>,  dxdy=  j"  — (J  Qvdx'j  — f J Qi  w dx  dy. 
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By  two  successive  integrations  we  have 
Jjlio)"dxdi/  = jj  iiVi/yj  — j | Rat'dy^J 

— JjjR'ojd'yj  + [jR'atdy)  + j jR"atdx  dy, 

jj  Tto„dxdy  = jj  Tat,  dxj  — jj Tat,  cLcj 

— jj  71,  a)(/xj  + jj  T atdxj  + j'j  Tatdx  dy. 

By  integrating  first  with  (respect  to  y and  then  with  respect  to  x 
we  obtain 

jjSat,'dxdy  = jj"  &'<bj  - jj  Sat'dxj 

— jj j St  at  t/j/ J -f  jj,S,atdy ) + jj&,'a>dxdy; 
by  performing  the  integrations  in  the  reverse  order,  we  obtain 

jj  Sw’dxdy  = jj"  See,  dyj  - jj  Sat,  dy^j 

— jji?' attic  jj  + jjs'atdx'j  + ljs,'atdxdy. 

For  the  sake  of  symmetry  we  may  use  the  half  sum  of  these 
equivalent  expressions,  that  is 

jj f Sat'dxdy  = ^ j j &o'ciejj  + i ^ j - i jj  Sat'dxj -~fj  Sat,dyj 

~ l jj'-Wi']  ~ \ [f +$jj‘ S.atdy)  + ^ jj S' atdxj 
+ j j S,’atdx  dy. 

The  subsequent  terms  in  the  last  part  of  the  formula  (3)  may 
be  transformed  in  a similar  manner.  Thus  the  expression  for  BU 
will  become  finally 


BU=T  + [jffatdxdy (4), 
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where  for  shortness, 

H=  N- P'-Q,  + R"  + 8;+T~... 

r=  [(  Vix  dy ] - (J  F&r  dy)  + [ f Vlydx^  - (f  VSy  dx) 

+ Pco  dy  + j Qcodx  — Jlt'axty—  IJfytody  — i j's'atdx—  ^2]oh£e+...J 

— ^ JPeody+  j Qwdx  — j^R'ax/y—  Saidy—  ^ J S’wdx—  j Tia>dx+ ...) 

+ £ji?a>'</y  + i j Sco'dx  + J To)ldx  + ^ JSa>t  dy  — ...J 

— Ready  + ^ j Sw'dx+  J Tco/lx  + ^ J Sw,  dy  — ...  j 


The  two  expressions  which  have  been  found  for  jjSw'dxdy 
must  be  identically  equal ; hence  wc  have 

£ j So)  dx  J — f | S<o'  dx)  — Jj"  S,  to  f/yj  + dy) 

= £J.S?w(  — ( f Sa>l  dy)  — jj" S’ to  cirj  + fj S'wdx)  . 

This  may  be  written 

|j  ^$0)  + S'wJ  rfxj  — ]J  f (So)'  + S' to']  dx) 

“ |j  (^ScS,  + dy  J - ( j 1 Sa>l  + Sto)  dy ^ (5). 


This  will  be  verified  presently  (see  Art.  106).  We  may  ob- 
serve here  that  Sw1  + S' w is  the  partial  differential  coefficient  of  Sea 
with  respect  to  x before  substituting  the  value  of  y obtained  from 
one  of  the  limiting  equations.  But  the  value  of  (Sw  +S'(o)  dx 
after  we  substitute  for  y its  value  is  no  longer  a complete  differential 
with  respect  to  x and  thus  cannot  be  integrated  immediately. 
Similar  remarks  apply  to  the  term  ( Sw , + St  a>)  dy. 

[This  remark  guards  against  the  error  indicated  in  Art.  27.] 
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104.  The  twenty-first  section.  For  U to  be  a maximum  or 
minimum  we  must  have  8 U=  0.  The  double  integral  included  in 
equation  (4)  cannot  be  reduced  to  simple  integrals  because  to  is  an 
arbitrary  function  of  x and  y ; it  will  therefore  be  necessary  that 
the  two  parts  of  this  formula  should  separately  vanish.  Thus  we 
obtain 

r = o,  11=0, 

for  the  equations  which  must  be  satisfied  in  order  that  the  double 
integral  which  we  are  considering  should  have  a maximum  or 
minimum  value.  The  second  equation  will  serve  to  find  z in  terms 
of  x and  y ; this  equation  will  be  in  general  a partial  differential 
equation  of  the  order  2 n if  V be  of  the  order  «.  The  first  equation 
will  decompose  into  others  the  number  and  nature  of  which  in  the 
different  cases  which  may  occur  we  will  investigate  in  the  sub- 
sequent articles.  This  is  the  most  delicate  part  of  the  question. 

The  preceding  analysis  may  be  extended  without  difficulty  to 
triple  and  quadruple  integrals,  &c.  In  the  case  of  a triple  integral, 
for  example,  we  shall  obtain  for  the  variation  an  expression 
analogous  to  that  in  equation  (4) ; this  expression  will  consist  of  a 
triple  integral,  and  of  another  part  containing  only  double  integrals 
which  relate  to  the  limits  of  the  triple  integral  we  are  considering. 
We  might  also  suppose  that  the  quantity  under  the  triple  integral 
sign  involves  unknown  functions  of  the  independent  variables,  and 
that  these  functions  are  independent,  or  that  they  arc  connected  by 
given  partial  differential  equations.  We  shall  not  stop  to  consider 
these  questions,  since  they  present  no  new  difficulties  and  no  useful 
applications. 

The  determination  of  the  relative  maxima  or  minima  of  mul- 
tiple integrals  can  be  reduced  to  the  determination  of  absolute 
maxima  or  minima  by  the  method  of  the  thirteenth  section,  which 
is  obviously  applicable  whatever  may  be  the  number  of  the  inde- 
pendent variables.  Thus,  for  example,  if  the  first  of  the  double 
integrals 

jj  Vdx  dy,  J j Tdx  dy,  j'J  Wdx  dy, . . . 
is  to  be  a maximum  or  minimum,  and  at  the  same  time  the  others 
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are  to  have  given  values,  the  problem  amounts  to  investigating  the 
absolute  maximum  or  minimum  value  of 

jj(V+aT+bW+&c.)dxdy ; 

where  a,  b, ...  are  unknown  constants  which  must  be  determined 
by  means  of  the  given  values  of  the  integrals.  We  suppose  here 
that  these  integrals  and  the  first  integral  are  all  taken  between 
the  same  limits. 

105.  The  twenty-second  section.  [The  results  from  this 
point  to  the  end  of  the  memoir  were  not  known  before  the 
publication  of  the  memoir.]  Let  us  now  examine  the  equations 
relative  to  the  limits  of  U which  are  necessary  for  the  maximum  or 
minimum  of  this  double  integral,  and  which  must  be  deduced  from 
the  condition  T = 0. 

In  order  to  render  the  reasoning  easier  to  follow,  we  will  sup- 
pose that  x,  y,  z are  the  rectangular  co-ordinates  of  any  point  of  the 
surface  determined  by  II  = 0,  and  that  the  integral  U corresponds 
to  a zone  of  this  surface  comprised  between  two  closed  curves 
which  will  be  given  or  which  will  have  to  be  determined.  Let 
ABC  be  the  projection  of  the  exterior  curve  upon  the  plane  of 
( x , y),  and  DEF  that  of  the  interior  curve  upon  the  same  plane 
(see  fig.  2).  The  integral  relative  to  x and  y which  8 U represents  will 
extend  to  all  the  elements  dx  dy  of  the  plane  area  intercepted  be- 
tween these  two  curves.  It  may  however  also  be  considered  to 
represent  the  excess  of  a double  integral  extended  to  all  the  ele- 
ments of  area  enclosed  by  the  curve  ABC  over  the  same  double 
integral  extended  to  all  the  elements  of  area  enclosed  by  the  curve 
DEF.  Now  SU  reduces  to  T since  by  supposition  H=  0;  and 
r = r,t'-rM  where  T1"  denotes  that  part  of  817  which  arises 
from  the  area  bounded  by  ABC  and  T10’  that  which  arises  from 
the  area  bounded  by  DEF.  Since  these  two  limits  ABC  and 
DEF  are  in  general  independent  of  each  other,  the  equation  T = 0 
will  decompose  into  two  others,  namely, 

r<1,=o,  r,o'  = o. 

It  will  be  sufficient  to  consider  one  of  these  ; the  other  will  be 
of  the  same  form  and  susceptible  of  the  same  transformations. 
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We  had  in  the  twentieth  section  the  equation 

/ dxdy  = £ I VSy  dx\^  — VSydx'j  . 

[It  has  been  already  intimated  in  a remark  on  Art.  101,  that 
Poisson  does  not  use  his  symbols  in  the  sense  which  he  assigned  to 
them ; the  terms  in  square  brackets  refer  to  the  upper  portions  of 
a curve,  and  those  in  parentheses  refer  to  tlje  lower  portions  of  the 
same  curve.] 

If  this  double  integral  relates  to  the  area  ABC,  the  integration 
relative  to  y which  has  been  effected,  is  to  be  extended  from  one  to 
the  other  of  the  two  ordinates  PM  and  PM’,  which  correspond  to 
the  same  abscissa  x,  We  will  suppose  that  it  is  extended  from 
the  smaller  ordinate  PM'  to  the  greater  PM;  that  is,  we  consider 
the  variable  y to  increase  and  so  dy  to  be  positive.  As  the  element 
of  area  dxdy  is  essentially  positive,  it  follows  that  dx  must  be 
regarded  as  positive  in  the  two  simple  integrals  which  are  indicated. 
The  first  will  correspond  to  the  part  AMB  of  the  curve  ABC  and 
the  second  to  the  part  AM' B supposing  that  A and  B are  the  two 
points  of  the  curve  where  the  tangents  are  parallel  to  the  axis  of  y. 
Let  s denote  the  length  of  an  arc  of  the  curve  ABC  measured  from 
any  fixed  point  of  the  curve  up  to  the  point  M,  and  let  l be  the  com- 
plete perimeter  of  the  curve.  Then  we  shall  consider  s to  increase 
from  s = 0 to  s = l,  and  thus  the  differential  ds  to  be  positive. 
Let  /9  be  the  angle  comprised  between  the  exterior  normal  MN  and 
the  produced  part  of  the  ordinate  PM.  Since  dx  is  the  projection, 
of  ds  on  the  axis  of  x,  we  shall  have 

dx~±  cos  yS  ds ; 


the  upper  or  lower  sign  must  be  taken  according  as  cos  y9  is  positive 
or  negative.  But  the  angle  /3  is  acute  in  all  the  part  AMB  of  the 
curve  ABC  and  obtuse  in  all  the  part  AM'B;  hence  we  shall  have 


dx  = cos  B ds  throughout  the  extent  of  the  integral  |j  VSy  dx^  , and 
dx  = — cos  B ds  throughout  the  extent  of  the  integral  (J  VSy  dxj  . 


Hence  we  conclude  that  their  difference  will  reduce  to  a single 
integral  relative  to  s which  will  extend  throughout  the  whole 
curve ; that  is,  we  shall  have 

6 
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[/  nydz i]  - (J  VSydx)  = J Fcos  /38yds. 


Similarly  we  shall  have 


J VBxdy  — (J Vhxdy)  = f V cos  a Sx  ds, 


where  a denotes  the  angle  which  the  exterior  normal  MN  makes 
with  the  produced  part  of  the  abscissa  of  the  point  M.  By  similar 
reasoning  we  may  reduce  to  a single  integral  each  of  the  differences 
of  two  homologous  integrals  of  which  the  expression  F is  composed. 
Thus  the  equation  r 111  = 0 will  be  transformed  into  the  following  : 


F^cos  a Sx  + cos  /S  2 yj  ds 

cos  a + ^Q- T,  - i S"+  ...jeos^j  <ods 
+ J cos  a + ^ S cos/3-  ...j  w' ds 
+ J ( Fcos  + i /S  cos  a — . . .J  a>l  ds 


+ ...=0. 


(6). 


The  figure  supposes  that  each  line  parallel  to  the  axis  of  y 
meets  the  closed  curve  ABC  in  only  two  points ; but  this  trans- 
formation of  the  equation  T 111  = 0 would  still  hold  if  the  number 
of  intersections,  which  must  be  even,  were  greater  than  two ; we 
should  then  take  successively  for  the  two  ordinates  PM  and  PM' 
which  correspond  to  the  same  abscissa,  those  of  the  first  and  second 
intersection,  those  of  the  third  and  fourth,  and  so  on. 


106.  In  his  twenty-third  section  Poisson  verifies  equation  (5) 
of  the  twentieth  section. 

In  fact,  as  we  have  just  seen,  the  part  of  this  equation  which 
belongs  to  the  exterior  curve  is  the  same  tiling  as 

/.’ft?) co8** =£(^r)  008  * *- 
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where  the  parentheses  denote  that  each  partial  differential  coefficient 
is  taken  with  respect  to  one  of  the  variables  x or  y before  we  sub- 
stitute in  So  the  value  of  the  other  variable  deduced  from  the 
equation  to  the  curve  ABO.  If  we  differentiate  with  respect  to  x 
after  substituting  the  value  of  y,  we  have 


and  since 


d . So  _ /d . So\  td . So\  dy 
dx  \ dx  ) V dy  ) dx' 


d . So  _d . So  dx  _d . So 
da  dx  da  dx 


cos  (3, 


it  follows  that 


['/d.So\  OJ  Od.So,  C(d.So\dy  0, 

I.  (-nr)  31 * * I; sr* - !.  hr ) as  e' *■ 


Now 


/ 


d.  So 
da 


da  — So  + constant ; 


and  since  So  has  the  same  value  at  the  two  limits  a = 0 and  a = l 
which  belong  to  the  same  point  of  the  closed  curve  ABC,  it  follows 
that 


fld.  So 
o da 


da  = 0. 


Hence  the  equation  reduces  to 


By  help  of  this  result  we  see  that  the  equation  which  we  are 
to  verify  may  be  written  thus, 


/o,(<^){|Co^  + COSa}*  = 0- 


But  if  o and  b denote  the  angles  which  the  tangent  at  any 
point  M of  the  curve  ABC  makes  with  the  axes  of  x and  y,  we  can 
take  in  this  equation  where  the  differentials  dx  and  dy  may  be 
positive  or  negative, 

dx  r*  cos  a da,  dy  = cos  b da. 

6—  2 
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Thus  the  equation  is  transformed  into  the  following : 

/.'ftr)  { cosa  cos 

this  result  is  obviously  true  since  the  factor  cos  a cos  a + cos  f3  cos  b 
is  the  cosine  of  the  angle  comprised  between  the  tangent  and  the 
normal  at  the  same  point  M of  the  curve  ABC,  and  is  therefore 
equal  to  zero.  It  is  evident  this  verification  applies  in  the  same 
way  to  the  part  of  equation  (5)  which  belongs  to  the  interior 
curve. 


107.  In  his  twenty-fourth  section  Poisson  'effects  some  trans- 
formations of  the  equation  (6)  of  Art.  105.  The  applications  of  the 
preceding  formulae  to  geometry  and  mechanics  relate  to  problems 
where  the  function  V depends  on  the  inclination  of  tangent  planes 
and  on  the  magnitude  of  radii  of  curvature.  In  order  then  to  avoid 
useless  complication,  we  will  suppose  that  the  highest  differential 
coefficient  contained  in  V is  of  the  second  order.  In  this  case  the 
equation  11=  0 involves  partial  differential  coefficients  of  the  fourth 
order,  and  the  first  member  of  equation  (6)  is  reduced  to  its  first 
four  terms.  But  in  order  to  be  able  to  deduce  from  this  equation 
(6)  the  conditions  relative  to  the  second  limit  of  U,  it  is  necessary 
to  transform  its  third  and  fourth  terms,  and  to  reduce  the  three 
variations  to,  to,  and  tol  to  two  only. 

All  the  terms  of  equation  (6)  are  integrals  relative  to  the  arc  s 
of  the  curve  ABC,  where  s is  the  independent  variable  and  ds  is 
constant  and  positive.  Under  the  integral  sign  z is  regarded  as  a 
function  of  x and  y,  which  is  obtained-  from  the  equation  to  the  re- 
quired surface,  that  is,  from  the  complete  integral  of  the  equation 
11=0.  The  variables  x and  y are  implicitly  supposed  to  be  functions 
of  * determined  by  the  equation,  known  or  unknown,  of  the  curve 
ABC.  Thus  by  differentiating  w with  respect  to  s,  we  have 


dto  , dx  dy 
ds  ~ W ds+W‘ds 


hence  since  dx?  + (hf  = ds7,  we  may  wrile 


dx  dm  . dy 

-~~eTs' 


ds  ds 


dy  do)  . 

‘■-I  A+" 


dx 

dl  ’ 


where  0 is  an  indeterminate  variation. 
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The  differentials  dx  and  dy  arc  as  in  the  preceding  article 
capable  of  changing  sign  in  the  course  of  the  integration,  that  is, 
as  we  proceed  from  point  to  point  of  the  curve  ABC.  Since  the 
angles  a and  fi  relate  to  the  exterior  part  of  the  normal  MN  it  is 
easy  to  see  that  we  shall  have  at  any  point  M, 


cos  a 


_ (fy 

~ ds  ’ 


a dx 
cos/3  = ^. 


Substitute  these  values  and  those  of  w'  and  wi  in  equation  (6), 
and  it  becomes 


f.  F(sfS'-3N* 

+/.' [(«-*>  5 s') 


is.) 


dy 

ds 


cods 


♦flXD'+'C  £)’-*£  i]** 

[By  some  accident  Poisson  himself  omits  the  last  line;  the 
error  is  noticed  by  Bjorling.  In  consequence  of  this  omission  two 
of  Poisson’s  subsequent  formulae  in  this  section  are  incorrect ; the 
necessary  alterations  have  accordingly  been  made.] 

By  integration  by  parts  we  have 

for  the  terms  outside  the  integral  sign  vanish  since  they  are  the 
difference  of  two  values  of  the  same  quantity,  one  relating  to  the 
limit  s = 0,  and  the  other  to  the  limit  s — l,  that  is  to  the  same  point 
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of  the  closed  curve  ABC.  [Similar  treatment  may  be  applied  to 
the  term  which  Poisson  omits.]  Moreover 

dR  dx  dy  dT  dx  dy  dS  dx  Q dy 
di=E  d;  + R‘d*’  T*  = t 2S  + r'£-’  d^  = S d^+S‘ds- 

Let  ns  suppose  for  shortness  that 

1 dx  dy  1 dy*  ,,d'y  _ 

2 b ds  ds  2 3W  **  da*  ~ ’ 


1 dx?  1 ~ dx  dy  ,,  d*x  _ .. 

2 d ?”  2 ‘ ds  ds  ds * ’ 


ds  ds  ds  ds 


[The  value  of  Z agrees  with  Poisson’s ; those  of  X and  Y differ 
since  Poisson  omits  the  last  three  terms  of  each.] 

Thus  equation  (6)  finally  becomes 

+ J Z0ds  = 0 (7); 

and  this  is  the  simplest  form  it  can  take. 

108.  The  twenty-fifth  section  relates  to  the  case  in  which 
some  condition  is  given.  In  the  problems  to  which  this  equation 
can  be  applied,  it  will  sometimes  happen  that  the  length  of  the 
exterior  curve  to  which  it  relates  is  to  have  a given  value ; or  more 
generally  that  one  or  more  integrals  taken  throughout  this  length 
are  to  have  given  values.  It  will  be  sufficient  to  consider  one  of 
these  integrals;  for  similar  remarks  would  apply  to  the  others.  For 
greater  simplicity  we  will  suppose  that  the  differential  function 
which  occurs  under  the  sign  of  integration  is  only  of  the  first  order. 

At,  any  point  of  the  exterior  curve  then,  let 


dx 

dz 


-x. 


& = v'. 
ds 
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let  W denote  a given  function  of  x,  y,  z,  x',  y',  and  suppose  that 

fWdz  = <r; 

a being  a given  constant,  and  the  integral  extending  throughout 

ri 

this  curve,  so  that  it  is  the  same  thing  as  J TV  jr  da.  In  order  to 

introduce  this  condition  it  will  be  sufficient  according  to  the  remark 
in  the  thirteenth  section  to  add  to  U the  integral  jWdz  multiplied 
by  an  undetermined  constant  which  we  will  denote  by  c.  Thus 
the  first  member  of  equation  (7)  is  augmented  by  the  term  cBJWdz. 
Now  if  we  put 

dW  dW  dW  dW 

-di  = v>  w=n’ 

this  term  has  for  its  value 


CJ  dj)  ~ x'^  + (l'"S)  ^ " y Sz^  dz  5 


considering  x and  y as  functions  of  z in  the  formula  of  the  seventh 
section  (Art.  92)  and  observing  that  the  part  outside  the  integral 
sign  vanishes  because  the  curve  which  we  are  considering  is  a 
closed  curve. 

Suppose  that  this  curve  is  to  lie  on  a surface  which  we  will 
denote  by  the  differential  equation 

dz  = pdx  + qdy, 

where  p and  q are  given  functions  of  x,  y and  z.  We  shall  see 
presently  (Art.  114)  how  the  case  of  a curve  unrestricted  is  com- 
prised in  the  present.  The  co-ordinates  x,  y,  z of  any  point  in 
this  curve,  and  also  the  varied  co-ordinates  x + Sx,  y + Sy,  z + Sz 
must  satisfy  the  equation  to  the  given  surface ; we  may  therefore 
differentiate  that  equation  relatively  to  the  characteristic  8;  thus 
we  shall  have 

8z  =p8x  + q8y 


as  well  as 


dz  = pdx  + qdy. 


Hence 


8x-x'8z  = q{^z8x-jz8y), 
Zy-y'8z=p(^8y-d£8x). 
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If  then,  for  abbreviation,  we  put 

dm  t dn  , 

= v-Tz=k, 

the  term  which  is  to  be  added  to  equation  (7)  becomes 

cf\fy-ty(^8y-&8x)d,. 

Tims  it  has  the  same  form  as  the  first  term  of  this  equation ; 
consequently  in  order  to  introduce  the  condition  that  the  integral 
/ Wdz  is  to  have  a constant  value,  we  have  only  to  change  in 
equation  (7)  Finto  V+c{kp  — hq).  The  constant  c will  have  to 
be  determined  in  every  case  from  the  value  a of  the  integral 
/ Wdz. 


109.  The  twenty-sixth  section.  Let  us  now  observe  the  re- 
sults which  may  be  deduced  from  equation  (7)  thus  modified  if 
necessary.  Let  us  put 


^ By  - ^ Bx  = cosaSx  + cos/SSy  = e, 


to  = Sz  — z'Bx  — zBy  = cf>  Vl  +z’+  z*. 

The  point  M of  the  curve  ABC  whose  co-ordinates  are  x and  y 
being  transferred  to  the  position  indicated  by  the  co-ordinates  x + &e 
and  y + Sy,  we  see  by  the  value  of  e that  this  variation  denotes  the 
displacement  of  M projected  on  the  normal  MN.  The  cosines  of 
the  angles  which  the  normal  to  the  required  surface  at  the 
point  (x,  y,  z ) makes  with  the  co-ordinate  axes  are  respectively 


Vl+z’  + a,1  ’ Vi  +z'*+z'  ’ Vl+z”  + z* 

Thus  the  variation  <f>  is  the  projection  on  this  normal  of  the 
displacement  of  this  point  ( x , y,  z)  when  its  co-ordinates  become 
x + Bx,  y + By  and  z + Bz;  and  in  equation  (7)  this  displacement 
belongs  to  any  point  of  the  exterior  curve.  As  to  the  third  arbi- 
trary variation  contained  in  equation  (7),  namely  0,  this  depends 
on  the  change  of  inclination  experienced  by  the  tangent  plane  to 


Digitized  by  Google 


POISSON. 


89 


the  required  surface  at  any  point  of  the  exterior  curve, 
we  have  from  the  equations  in  which  0 first  occurred 


a d* 

0=0}  -j to 

as 


[In  fact 


and  if  we  insert  the  values  of  to;  and  to  from  Art.  102  we  have 
0 = (82,  - 2,’Sx  - zjy)  ^ - (82'  - e"Sx  - z,'Sy)  ^ . 

Thus  0 involves  82,  and  82'  and  is  thus  connected  with  the 
change  of  inclination  of  the  tangent  plane.] 

Now  if  the  second  limit  of  U is  not  restrained  by  any  given 
condition,  the  three  variations  e,  <p,  0 will  be  completely  arbitrary 
and  independent;  hence  in  order  that  equation  (7)  may  subsist  it 
will  be  necessary  that  the  coefficients  of  these  variations  under  the 
integral  sign  should  be  separately  zero.  Thus  we  shall  obtain 
three  equations, 

F.0,  rg- A-f.O,  2.0 (8). 


When  the  second  limit  of  U has  to  satisfy  some  given  con- 
ditions the  three  variations  e,  tf>,  0 are  no  longer  independent;  then 
the  equations  (8)  or  at  least  one  or  two  of  them  will  not  hold  and 
must  be  replaced  by  others.  The  following  are  the  principal  cases 
which  may  arise.  [Five  cases  are  considered  which  will  occupy  the 
following  five  articles,  extending  to  the  end  of  Poisson’s  twenty- 
sixth  section.] 


110.  Suppose  that  the  exterior  curve  is  fixed  and  given,  and 
let  us  represent  its  two  equations  by 

/(x,  y,  2)=0,  F{x,y,z)=  0 (9). 

From  the  signification  of  e and  tf>  it  follows  that  these  quantities 
now  vanish;  thus  the  first  two  terms  of  equation  (7)  disappear. 
The  first  two  equations  of  (8)  will  now  no  longer  be  necessary  and 
they  will  be  replaced  by  the  equations  (9). 

Let  us  further  suppose  that  the  required  surface  is  to  touch 
throughout  the  perimeter  of  the  exterior  curve  a fixed  and  given 
surface,  as  for  example  the  surface  which  has  for  its  equation 


Digitized  by  Google 


90 


POISSON. 


F ( x , y,  z)  = 0,  and  the  differential  equation  of  which  we  will  repre- 
sent by 

dz  = pdx  + qdy. 

It  will  be  necessary  on  account  of  this  contact  that 
P = *'»  ? = *, 

for  every  point  of  the  exterior  curve.  These  however  are  not 
ttco  new  independent  equations ; for  since  the  curve  is  already  the 
intersection  of  the  required  surface  and  the  given  surface,  the  dif- 
ferential dz  taken  along  its  direction  has  the  same  value  whether 
it  be  obtained  from  the  equation  to  the  first  surface  or  from  the 
equation  to  the  second  surface;  thus  we  have  already  the  rela- 
tion 

pdx  + qdy  = z'dx  + zdy ; 

and  by  means  of  this  relation  one  of  the  equations  p = z and  q — zl 
is  a consequence  of  the  other. 

On  the  other  hand  the  variation  cf>  and  consequently  © will 
be  zero,  not  only  for  all  the  points  of  the  exterior  curve,  but  also 
for  all  those  of  an  indefinitely  narrow  zone  of  which  this  curve  forms 
part ; we  may  therefore  differentiate  the  equation  © = 0 along  the 
direction  of  this  curve  and  along  any  other  direction  ; thus  we  shall 
have  throughout  the  whole  perimeter  of  the  curve 
dw  „ , 

^ = 0,  © = 0,  w,  = 0 ; 

thus  the  quantity  6 which  occurs  in  the  twenty-fourth  section 
vanishes,  and  the  third  term  of  equation  (7)  vanishes. 

Thus  in  this  first  case  the  three  variations  e,  <f>,  6 being  zero, 
the  equation  (7)  vanishes ; the  equations  (8)  which  were  deduced 
from  (7)  do  not  hold,  and  they  must  be  replaced  by  the  equations 
(9)  which  will  be  given  in  each  particular  problem,  and  by  one  of 
the  equations  p = z\  q = z,. 

111.  Suppose  that  the  exterior  curve  is  fixed  and  given,  so  that 
e = 0 and  © = 0,  and  suppose  that  the  second  limit  of  U is  not 
restrained  by  any  other  condition.  The  equation  © = 0 can  now  be 
differentiated  only  along  the  direction  of  the  given  curve;  we 
have  then 
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the  factor  0 remains  indeterminate,  and  we  must  have  Z—  0 in  order 
to  satisfy  equation  (7)  which  now  consists  of  only  its  third  term. 

In  this  second  case  the  third  of  the  equations  (8)  holds,  and  the 
other  two  are  replaced,  as  in  the  first  case,  by  the  two  given  equa- 
tions of  the  exterior  curve. 


112.  If  this  curve  is  not  fixed  but  only  constrained  to  lie  on  a 
given  surface  which  is  determined  by  the  equation 

F{x,  y,  z)  =0 (10), 

then  the  co-ordinates  x , y,  z and  also  x + Bx,  y 4-  By,  z +Sz  must 
satisfy  this  equation.  We  may  therefore  differentiate  with  respect 
to  the  characteristic  8 ; thus  if  we  represent  the  ordinary  differential 
equation  by 

dz  = pdx  + qdy, 

we  shall  also  have  simultaneously 

8z  = pBx  + qBy. 

Hence  the  variation  to  will  be  given  by  the  equation 
03=  (p  — z)  8x  + fy  — z,)  By. 

Suppose  moreover  that  the  required  surface  is  to  touch  the  given 
surface  throughout  the  perimeter  of  the  exterior  curve.  We  shall 
have  the  two  relations  p = z'  and  q = zlt  one  of  which  is  a conse- 
quence of  the  other,  as  we  have  shewn  in  the  first  case.  These 
relations  will  make  co  vanish  for  all  points  in  an  indefinitely  nar- 
row zone  comprising  the  exterior  curve ; hence  as  in  the  first  ease 
we  conclude  that  0 = 0.  Since  the  variations  on  and  0 are  zero  the 
equation  (7)  is  reduced  to  its  first  term ; and  in  order  that  it  may 
hold  whatever  may  be  the  value  of  the  indeterminate  variation  e we 
must  have  V=  0 ; or  rather 

V+c  (kp  — hq)  =0 (11), 

if  we  suppose,  as  before,  that  the  value  of  a certain  integral  fWdz 
is  given. 

Thus  in  this  third  case  the  equations  (8)  are  replaced  by  the  equa- 
tions (10)  and  (11)  together  with  one  of  the  two  relations  p = z 
and  q=z  . 
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113.  Suppose  that  the  exterior  curve  is  still  constrained  to  lie 
on  the  surface  determined  by  equation  (10),  but  that  the  tangent 
plane  to  the  required  surface  is  not  subject  to  any  restriction 
throughout  the  perimeter  of  the  exterior  curve ; the  expression  for 
w given  in  the  preceding  case  will  still  hold,  but  there  will  be  no 
resulting  limitation  for  the  quantity  6,  which  will  remain  altogether 
arbitrary  and  independent  of  Bx  and  Sy;  the  coefficient  of  6 in 
equation  (7),  that  is  Z,  must  therefore  be  zero.  Substitute  the 
expression  for  co  in  this  equation  and  it  will  become 


But  as  the  two  variations  Sx  and  Sy  are  arbitrary  and  inde- 
pendent their  coefficients  must  be  separately  zero ; if  we  add  then 
to  V the  part  which  arises  from  supposing  the  integral  fWdz  to 
have  a given  value  we  shall  obtain 

But  one  of  these  equations  is  a consequence  of  the  other ; for  if 
wc  multiply  them  crosswise  and  suppress  the  factor  common  to  the 
two  products  we  obtain 

(p  —z')dx=  (z,  — q)  dy ; 

and  this  equation,  as  wc  have  seen  in  the  first  case,  follows  from 
the  fact  that  the  required  surface  and  the  given  surface  intersect  in 
the  exterior  curve  which  we  are  considering.  These  equations  may 
be  written  in  the  following  manner 

Y (p  - z)  dx  = [A'  {p  — z)  + V + c (kp  - ?A)]  dy, 

X{q  — zj  dy  = [Y{q  — z()  + V+  c ( lep  — 5 A)]  dx ; 
multiply  these  equations  and  reduce,  thus  we  obtain 

V+  C {Icp  - qh)  + X(p-  Z')  +Y{q-z)  = 0 (12). 
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Thus  in  this  fourth  case  the  third  of  equations  (8)  holds,  and 
the  two  others  will  be  replaced  by  equation  (12)  together  with  that 
of  the  given  surface  of  which  the  differential  equation  is  represented 
by  dz  =pdx  + qdy. 

114.  Lastly,  suppose  that  the  tangent  plane  to  the  required 
surface  may  vary  arbitrarily  throughout  the  perimeter  of  the  ex- 
terior curve,  and  that  this  curve  is  not  constrained  to  remain  upon 
a given  surface.  The  equation  Z=  0 will  still  hold.  We  may  write 
equation  (12)  in  the  form 

V+  c (Jcz1  - hz ,)  + (X  + ck)  (p  - z')  + ( Y—  ch)  (q  - z)  = 0 ; 

multiply  by  dx,  and  put  (zt  — q)  dy  for  (p  — z)  dx ; thus  wc 
have 

[ V+  c ( hz ' — hz ,)]  dx  + [ Ydx  — Xdy  — c (hdx  + idly)]  (q  — z)  = 0. 

But  the  quantity  q is  altogether  arbitrary,  since  now  the  surface 
which  had  for  its  differential  equation  dz  = pdx  + qdy  is  not  given ; 
the  preceding  equation  must  therefore  separate  into  two,  and  con- 
necting them  with  Z*=  0 we  shall  have  for  the  three  equations  be- 
longing to  this  fifth  and  last  case 

V+c  (hz'  — hz)  = 0,  ] 

Ydx  — Xdy  — c ( hdx  + fcdy)  = 0,  l (13). 

Z=  0.  j 

These  equations  coincide,  as  they  should  do,  with  the  equations 
(8),  when  we  put  c = 0;  this  amounts  to  suppressing  the  condition 
relative  to  a given  value  of 'the  integral  JWdz;  so  that  now  there  is 
no  longer  any  given  condition  by  which  the  second  limit  of  U is 
restricted. 

115.  The  twenty-seventh  section.  The  reasoning  already 
given  applies  equally  to  the  first  limit  of  U ; and  by  the  details 
which  have  just  been  given  we  see  that  the  conditions  of  a maxi- 
mum or  minimum  of  this  double  integral  consist  in  this,  that  for 
each  limit  the  required  surface  must  satisfy  simultaneously  three 
known  equations  which  will  either  be  directly  given,  or  which  may 
be  formed  for  the  different  case3  which  can  occur  in  the  manner  we 
have  explained.  These  two  systems  of  three  equations  will  serve 
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for  the  determination  of  the  four  arbitrary  functions  involved  in  the 
complete  integral  of  the  equation  11=0. 

When  the  differential  function  V is  only  of  the  first  order  we 
Bhall  also  have 

B = 0,  S=  0,  T=  0; 

the  partial  differential  equation  H = 0 will  not  he  of  a higher  order 
than  the  second ; we  shall  have 

X=P,  Y=Q,  Z=  0; 

and  the  equations  of  the  preceding  article  will  simplify  and  will 
reduce  to  two  for  each  limit  of  U. 

If  we  wish  to  apply  the  formulas  of  the  preceding  article  to  the 
case  of  a single  integral,  we  must  suppose  that  the  quantity  V is  a 
function  only  of  x,  z,  z' , z" ; hence  we  shall  have 

Q=  0,  S=  0,  T=0. 

It  will  be  necessary  at  the  same  time  that  the  zone  of  the 
required  surface  to  which  the  integral  U will  belong,  should  be 
comprised  between  two  planes  parallel  to  that  of  (y,  z).  The 
curve  ABC  will  then  reduce  to  two  straight  lines  parallel  to  the 
axis  of  y,  the  limits  of  two  oval  curves  of  which  one  dimension  is 
indefinitely  increased ; and  as  in  the  equations  with  which  we  are 
concerned  the  differentials  of  x and  y relate  to  this  curve  and  the 
differential  da  is  supposed  constant,  we  must  put 

dx  = 0,  d%x  = 0,  dy  = da,  d'y  = 0. 

The  condition  relative  to  the  length  will  no  longer  hold,  so 
that  we  also  must  suppress  the  terms  which  thence  arise,  that  is, 
put  c = 0.  Under  these  circumstances  the  equations  of  the  twenty- 
sixth  section  will  coincide  in  all  cases  with  those  which  would 
be  derived  from  the  fifth  case  (Art.  114),  observing  that  the  quan- 
tities which  were  represented  by  y and  Q in  that  section  are  now 
represented  by  z and  R,  and  that  the  function  V being  supposed  of 
the  second  order,  the  quantities  R,  S,  &c.  of  that  section  are  zero. 
This  coincidence  would  supply,  if  that  were  needful,  a confirmation 
of  our  analysis  with  respect  to  double  integrals. 

116.  In  his  twenty-eighth  section  Poisson  makes  some  remarks 
on  the  mode  in  which  the  arbitrary  functions  are  to  be  determined 
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in  some  problems.  There  are  particular  problems  in  which  the 
curve  which  forms  the  inner  boundary  of  the  required  surface  accord- 
ing to  the  hypothesis  of  the  twenty-second  section  (Art.  105)  does 
not  exist,  and  in  which  consequently  the  conditions  relative  to  this 
curve  must  be  replaced  by  others,  in  order  that  the  arbitrary  func- 
tions which  are  involved  in  the  general  integral  of  the  equation 
JI—  0 may  not  remain  undetermined,  and  that  these  problems  may 
be  completely  solved. 

This  circumstance  might  occur,  for  example,  in  the  question 
where  we  have  to  find  a surface  of  which  the  area  should  be  a 
minimum  between  certain  limits.  The  equation  7/  = 0 is  then  a 
partial  differential  equation  of  the  second  order,  and  its  integral 
involving  two  arbitrary  functions  is  known  in  a finite  form.  Now 
if  the  minimum  area  is  to  be  a zone  included  between  two  given 
curves,  we  see  that  these  two  curves  through  which  the  required 
surface  is  to  pass  will  theoretically  serve  to  determine  the  two 
arbitrary  functions  which  occur  in  the  equation  to  the  surface,  that 
is,  in  the  integral  of  the  equation  11—  0,  the  only  difficulty  being 
that  which  arises  from  the  complicated  form  of  this  integral.  We 
see  too  that  these  two  curves  might  be  exchanged  for  other  pairs 
of  conditions.  But  if  we  require  that  the  minimum  area  should  be 
all  that  portion  of  the  surface  which  is  bounded  by  the  exterior 
curve,  it  seems  then  that  the  integral  of  the  equation  II—  0 will 
have  a greater  degree  of  generality  than  the  problem,  and  that  the 
given  curve  will  not  be  sufficient  for  the  determination  of  the  two 
arbitrary  functions. 

117.  In  order  to  remove  this  apparent  indeterminateness,  sup- 
pose we  exchange  the  rectangular  co-ordinates  x and  y for  polar  co- 
ordinates r and  6,  where  r is  the  radius  vector  and  6 the  angle  which 
r makes  with  a fixed  line  drawn  through  the  origin  in  the  plane  of 
(a;,  y).  Put  the  origin  within  the  boundary  formed  by  the  projec- 
tion DEF  of  the  interior  curve  (Art.  105)  when  such  curve  exists. 

Let  r=f{0),  z = <f>{0), 

be  the  two  equations  of  this  curve ; and 

r = F{0),  z = <t>{6), 

those  of  the  exterior  curve  of  which  ABC  is  the  projection. 
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For  the  zone  of  minimum  area  the  values  of  r will  extend  from 
r =f{0 ) to  r = F(0),  and  those  of  0 from  0 = 0 to  8 = 2v,  and  the 
arbitrary  functions  which  occur  in  the  integral  of  H = 0 must  be 
determined  so  that  z should  become  <f)  ( 0 ) and  <t>  (8)  for  r =f(0) 
and  r = F{8)  respectively.  Outside  the  zone,  that  is,  for  values 
of  r less  than  f(0)  or  greater  than  F(0)  whatever  0 may  be,  the 
ordinate  z will  be  subject  to  no  limitation  and  can  become  infinite. 
But  if  the  minimum  area  is  to  be  all  that  portion  of  the  surface 
the  projection  of  which  is  bounded  by  the  curve  ABC,  the  values 
of  r will  extend  from  r = 0 to  r = F(0)  for  every  value  of  0,  and 
throughout  this  extent  the  ordinate  z must  be  finite.  We  shall 
therefore  suppress  in  this  case  that  portion  of  the  integral  of  if  = 0 
which  would  become  infinite  when  r = 0 ; and  the  integral  thus 
modified  will  be  reduced  to  the  degree  of  generality  which  the 
problem  has ; so  that  the  single  condition  that  z should  be  equal 
to  <t>($)  when  r is  equal  to  F (0)  will  suffice  for  completing  the 
solution  of  the  problem. 

Thus  the  solution  of  the  question  of  the  minimum  area  and  of 
similar  questions,  separates  into  two  problems  which  are  quite  dis- 
tinct so  far  as  relates  to  the  determination  of  the  arbitrary  functions. 
I only  here  indicate  this  distinction  which  I will  take  up  on 
another  occasion. 

If  the  required  surface  is  closed  on  all  sides,  so  that  for  example 
we  have  to  find  the  surface  of  greatest  area  which  incloses  a given 
volume,  the  conditions  for  this  relative  maximum  will  not  furnish 
any  equation  suitable  for  determining  the  two  arbitrary  functions 
which  the  complete  integral  of  the  equation  H = 0 when  applied 
to  this  problem  will  involve.  It  is  by  means  of  other  considerations 
that  this  integral  must  be  reduced  so  as  to  contain  only  three 
arbitrary  constants,  namely  the  three  co-ordinates  of  the  centre  of 
the  sphere  which  solves  the  problem ; the  radius  of  the  sphere  will 
be  determined  by  means  of  the  given  volume.  I propose  to  con- 
sider this  particular  question  in  another  memoir. 

[It  does  not  appear  that  Poisson  ever  returned  to  the  two 
problems  which  he  proposed  in  the  above  section  to  consider  at  a 
future  period.] 
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118.  In  the  remaining  three  sections  of  the  memoir  Poisson 
discusses  an  example.  In  an  addition  to  the  work  entitled 
Methodua  invemendi  lineas....  Euler  determines  the  figure  of  the 
elastic  lamina,  properly  so  called,  by  means  of  a principle  comma- 

• • • • • • [d& 

nicated  to  him  by  Daniel  Bemouilli,  namely,  that  the  integral  J 

taken  throughout  the  length  of  the  curve  should  be  less  than  for 
any  other  curve  of  the  same  length  ; ds  being  the  differential 
element  of  the  sought  curve  and  p its  radius  of  curvature.  In  order 
to  give  an  example  of  the  employment  of  the  preceding  formulae, 
we  will  extend  this  principle  by  induction  to  the  figure  of  equi- 
librium of  an  elastic  lamina  which  is  curved  in  every  direction  and 
the  points  of  which  are  not  acted  on  by  any  given  force.  Thus 
denoting  by  p and  £ the  two  principal  radii  of  curvature  at  any 
point  of  this  surface,  or  more  generally  the  radii  of  curvature  of 
two  normal  sections  at  right  angles,  and  by  da  the  differential 
element  of  the  surface,  we  shall  suppose  that  among  all  surfaces  of 
the  same  area  the  elastic  surface  is  that  which  gives  a minimum 


value  to  the  integral  j + ^)  da.  [This -is  what  Poisson  says, 

but  he  really  takes  the  integral  Jf(~  + dxdy ; the  two  however 
coincide  to  the  order  of  approximation  which  he  finally  preserves.] 


By  the  theory  of  the  curvature  of  surfaces  we  know  that  the 

sum  - + ^ has  the  same  value  for  every  pair  of  normal  sections 

at  right  angles  passing  through  the  same  point.  With  the  notation 
already  adopted,  we  have 


1 | 1 (1  + a,*)  z"  — 2z'z,  g/  + ( 1 + g'1)  z„ 

P C=  (1+2-  + 2*)* 

or,  which  is  the  same  thing, 


where 


1 1 

- + 7 = U + « , 

P f 


U = 


Vi  +V’  + *?’  * Vi  + z"  + z' ' 


7 
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We  have  also 

da  = Vl  + z'  + z*  dxdy. 


Let  c denote  an  undetermined  constant,  and  put 
V={u'+  vf  + 2c  Vl  + zn  + z*; 

then  the  question  amounts  to  making  the  integral  ff  Vdx  dy  an 
absolute  minimum.  (See  Art.  104.) 

The  quantity  N of  the  nineteenth  Bection  (Art.  102)  will  be  zero, 
and  P,  Q,  JR,  S,  T,  will  have  for  values 


■ P- a («•+»,)(■£■  +^)+s», 

(£>£)• 


It  will  be  sufficient  to  substitute  these  values  and  their  first 
and  second  differential  coefficients  with  respect  to  x and  y in  the 
equation  lf=0  of  the  twenty-first  section  (Art.  104),  in  order  to 
obtain  the  indefinite  equation  to  the  clastic  surface ; this  equation 
will  be  a partial  differential  equation  of  the  fourth  order.  We  must 
also  substitute  these  same  quantities  in  the  equations  of  the  twenty- 
sixth  section,  in  order  to  obtain  the  equations  relative  to  the  peri- 
meter of  the  elastic  surface  in  all  the  cases  which  can  occur. 

We  will  confine  ourselves  to  writing  these  equations  for  the 
case  where  the  elastic  surface  differs  but  little  from  a plane  figure 
parallel  to  the  plane  of  x and  y ; and  we  shall  neglect  consequently 
the  terms  in  V of  the  fourth  degree  with  respect  to  partial  differ- 
ential coefficients  of  z.  Thus  the  values  of  P,  Q, ...  and  therefore 
the  equations  in  question  will  be  exact  as  far  as  quantities  of  the 
third  order. 
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Thus  we  have,  simply 

V = (z”+  *J*  + 2 c + c (s'J+ zj), 
from  which  we  obtain 

N=0,  P=2cz’,  Q = 2czt,  M = T=  2 (*"+*„),  8 = 0] 
thus  the  equation  11=  0 will  become 

z""+2zi;+zii,-c(z"  + zi)  = 0. 

If  we  denote  by  £ a new  variable,  we  may  replace  this  equation 
by  the  following  system  of  two  equations  of  the  second  order : 

. *"+*„=£  r +?„  = <* (a). 

In  consequence  of  these  values  of  It,  S,  T,  the  quantity  Z of  the 
twenty-fourth  section  (Art.  107)  will  be  equal  to  2f.  In  order  to 
fix  our  ideas,  I will  suppose  that  the  limits  of  the  elastic  surface 
in  equilibrium  are  curves  fixed  and  given,  but  that  the  tangent 
plane  to  this  surface  is  not  restricted  by  any  condition  throughout 
the  perimeters  of  these  curves;  hence  it  will  follow  from  the 
second  case  of  the  twenty-sixth  section  (Art.  Ill),  that  we  must 
combine  with  the  two  equations  of  each  limiting  curve  the  equation 
Z=  0 or  ^=0,  in  order  to  form  the  two  systems  of  simultaneous 
equations,  which  with  the  given  area  of  the  elastic  lamina  will 
serve  to  determine  the  constant  c and  the  arbitrary  functions  con- 
tained in  the  integrals  of  equations  (a).  The  area  of  the  lamina 
cannot  differ  much  from  that  of  its  projection  on  the  plane  of 
x and  y ; denote  the  area  of  the  projection  by  X,  and  that  of  the 
lamina  by  X (1  + g)  so  that  g is  a very  small  positive  fraction  ; we 
shall  have 

Mi+tf)  -J JVI  +«'*  + *,*  dx  dy, 

or  to  that  order  of  approximation  which  we  have  adopted 

V = | jf (*'*  + «,*)  dx  dy (b). 

119.  We  may  give  another  form  to  the  equations  (a)  and  ( b ) 
by  changing  the  rectangular  co-ordinates  into  polar  co-ordinates. 
Let  r be  the  radius  vector  of  the  projection  of  any  point  of  the 

7—2 
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surface  upon  the  plane  of  x and  y,  and  # the  angle  which  this 
radius  makes  with  the  axis  of  x,  so  that 

x—r  coa 8,  y — r sin 8. 


The  ordinate  z will  become  a function  of  r and  8,  and  we  shall 
have 

dz 

T =z  cos  8 + e sin  6, 
dr  ' 


hence 


dz 

d& 


= z,r  cos  8 — z'r  sin  8 ; 


, dz  n dz  sin# 


dz  . . , dz  cos# 

e'=d-r*m0  + T8  — 5 


and  as  the  element  dx  dy  will  be  replaced  by  rdr  dd,  the  equation 
(b)  will  become 


rdrd8 


(c). 


If  we  put  z in  the  place  of  z in  the  value  of  z,  we  shall  have 


„ dz  „ dz  sin  # 
* = ~dr  C0S  0 ~ ~d8  r ’ 


by  differentiating  the  value  of  z in  succession  with  respect  to  r and  #, 
we  obtain 

dz  d'z  d'z  sin  # dz  sin  # 

~d?  COa9~d7d8  ~7~+  d8 

dz  d'z  . d'z  sin  # dz  . . dz  cos  # 

T8=dTd8COS0-d8i  -T-drBin0-78-ri 

hence 


2 d'z 
■ drdd 


sin  # cos  # 
r 


d'z  sin’# 

+ dP 


dz  sin*  # dz  sin  # cos  # 
^ dr  r </#  r' 
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We  shall  find  in  the  same  way  that 

d'z  . d'z  sin  0 cos  6 d'z  cos '0 

S = -t-;  sin'04-  2 j—jz h is  — — 

" dr * dr  do  r dtr  r' 


dz  cos*  6 0 dz  sin  0 cos  0 

^ dr  r dd  r* 


The  same  transformations  will  apply  to  the  differential  coeffi- 
cients f " and  ; thus  the  equations  (a)  will  be  changed  into  the 
following : 


d'z  1 d'z  1 dz  _ y 

dr'  r*  dSP  ^ r dr  ’ 


d?  + ?W  + r dr=C\ 


(<*)• 


From  the  hypothesis  of  the  preceding  article  and  the  supposition 
that  the  exterior  and  interior  curves  which  bound  the  required  sur- 
face are  determined  by  the  same  equations  as  those  in  the  twenty- 
eighth  section  (Art.  117),  it  follows  that  the  value  of  a which 
we  shall  obtain  by  the  integration  of  equations  (d)  must  satisfy 


simultaneously  the  three  equations 

r = F(ff),  z = <t>(0),  r=0 (e) 

relative  to  the  exterior  limit  of  the  surface,  and  must  satisfy  simul- 
taneously the  three  equations 

r=f(0),  « = ?=0 {/) 


relative  to  the  interior  limit.  In  the  most  usual  case  this  second 
limit  will  not  exist ; according  to  what  has  been  explained  above 
we  shall  then  replace  the  equations  (f ) by  the  condition  that  the 
value  of  z,  which  corresponds  to  r = 0,  shall  not  become  infinite ; 
and  the  same  must  hold  with  respect  to  f,  since  we  have  supposed 
in  the  preceding  article  that  the  partial  differential  coefficients  of  z, 
and  therefore  £,  are  very  small  quantities  through  the  whole  extent 
of  surface  which  we  are  considering.  In  order  that  there  may  not 
remain  any  doubt  on  this  last  case  I will  complete  the  investigation 
on  the  simplest  hypothesis,  namely,  supposing  that  the  elastic 
lamina  is  circular  and  that  its  figure  of  equilibrium  is  that  of  a 
surface  of  revolution. 
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120.  If  wc  take  the  axis  of  the  surface  for  that  of  z,  the 
quantities  f and  z will  he  independent  of  0,  and  the  equations  {d ) 
will  reduce  to 


(Pz  1 dz  _ 
d?  + rdi~g> 


<n+  \dK 

dr1  r dr 


= <X 


(*)• 


Let  a denote  the  given  radius  of  the  projection  of  the  lamina 
on  the  plane  of  the  co-ordinates  r and  6 ; we  shall  have  X = iraf. 
[It  does  not  appear  why  a is  said  to  be  given.']  The  double  in- 
tegral contained  in  equation  (c)  will  extend  from  0 = 0 and  r = 0 
to  6 = 27T  and  r — a,  and  this  equation  will  become 

<7  = 4/3*, 


where  /9  denotes  the  value  of  ^ when  r = a,  or  in  other  words  the 

inclination  of  the  tangent  plane  of  the  lamina  to  the  plane  of  pro- 
jection at  any  point  of  the  perimeter.  When  this  inclination  is 
given  we  can  immediately  deduce  the  value  of  1 +g,  which  is  the 
ratio  of  the  area  of  the  lamina  to  the  area  of  its  projection ; and 
reciprocally.  [It  is  difficult  to  comprehend  this  equation  g = ; 

the  equation  (c)  is 


* - jJX  d ■ '/’(D’’*- 

Poisson  seems  to  put  this  = i r rdr,  which  is  not  justifiable. 


However  he  only  refers  to  this  equation  once  again,  see  page  101. 
Moreover  if  he  takes  /S  as  given  he  has  no  right  to  the  equation 
f=0  at  the  limit;  see  the  first  case  of  the  twenty-sixth  section, 
Art  110.]  We  may  suppose  that  the  plane  of  the  co-ordinates 
r and  6 is  that  of  the  boundary  of  the  lamina ; the  equations  (e) 
will  then  be 


r — a,  s = 0,  £ = 0 


(*)• 


According  to  what  I have  found  in  another  memoir  {Journal 
de  VEcole  Polyteehnique  19*  cahter,  page  475)  the  complete  integral 
of  the  second  equation  (g)  is 

?=  a f e~rV‘om“  d<o  + b f e'rV‘00‘“  log  (r  sin5  to)  da> ; 

* 0 J 0 
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where  a and  b are  two  arbitrary  constants,  and  e the  base  of  the 
Napierian  logarithms.  It  is  indeed  easy  to  verify  that  this  value 
of  f satisfies  the  second  equation  (g) ; for  we  deduce  immediately 

pp  + = ac  j e~r^‘CM“  cos*  ada  — J cosaxfai 

+ be  I e~rV‘°°’“  cos*  a log  (r  sin’  <b)  da 
— J cos  o>  log  (r  sin*  o>)  da 


2b  */c 


[ e~r'^co,“  cos  today. 

J 0 

By  integration  by  parts  we  have 

— jVrV'f*  cos  <odo>  = — cj  sin’  ada ; 

~j  e~''/’ax“  cos  a log  (r  sin’  a)  da  = — ~~~f  e~r'/‘"00*“  cos  a>d<o 

— cf  e~'"r'a*“  sin’  a log  (r  sin’  to)  da. 

* 0 

Thus  the  preceding  equation  is  reduced  to 

1 _ ac  (YrV'rco**  da  + bc  [VrVr“,“  log  (r  sin’  a)  da ; 
dr  r dr  J „ J0 

and  this  coincides  with  the  second  equation  (c)  by  reason  of  the 
value  of  £ 

I put  b — 0 and  suppress  the  second  term  of  the  value  of  £; 
otherwise  £ would  become  very  large  near  the  centre  of  the  lamina 
and  infinite  at  the  centre  itself.  We  have  then  simply 

£=<x  fVwrco*“ da, 

Jo 

or,  which  is  the  same  thing, 


W W 

£ = a j da  + aJ,e'vreo^•’ 


da. 
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By  reason  of  the  third  equation  (h)  we  shall  have 

» w 

dm  + = 0 ; 

J 0 J 0 

and  if  we  replace  ca’  by  another  constant  — 7*,  we  shall  have  for 
determining  7 the  equation 

w 

I cos  (7  cos  w)  dm  = 0 (»). 

The  value  of  J will  become 


fr 

„ f 1 7T  COS  ft)  , 

5 = a / cos  rtca, 

a 

where  ^ is  put  instead  of  a.  I substitute  this  value  in  the  first 
equation  (y) ; then  integrating  we  have 

» w 

dz  aa  f*  . Trcosft)  dm  aa*  fs/„  TrcoswN  tfa>  C 

•7-=—  sin- -j-  1 - cos i — — + 

ar  7 J,  a cos  a>  7V  J 0 a / cos  ca  r 

(7  being  the  arbitrary  constant.  In  order  that  should  not  be- 
come very  large  for  very  small  values  of  r,  and  infinite  for  r = 0, 
we  must  have  (7  = 0.  For  r = a we  shall  therefore  have 


w 

/3  = ^ j sin  (7  cos  00) 


dm 
cos  ca 


— cos  (7  cos  co)} 


dm 

cos*  ca  ’ 


this  equation  will  serve  to  determine  the  constant  a,  from  the  known 
value  of  /9  or  V 2y.  Integrate  again,  and  denote  the  arbitrary  con- 
stant by  f;  thus  we  shall  have  for  the  equation  to  the  required 
surface 


cos 


7 r cos 

dot 

a ) 

cos’  <D 

-?T[/(> — ^7] 


dm 

COS*  a)  ’ 


If  we  suppose  that  the  integral  with  respect  to  r which  is  in- 
dicated in  the  last  term  of  this  formula  begins  with  r,  the  constant 
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/will  be  the  sagitta  of  this  surface,  that  is  to  say,  the  value  of  the 
ordinate  z corresponding  to  its  centre,  that  is,  to  r = 0.  From  the 
second  equation  (A)  the  value  of/will  be 


dto 

C03J  01 


■ aa 


7* 


— cos  (y  cos  o>)] 


doi 

cos’  CO  ' 


We  can  replace  by  convergent  series  the  definite  integrals  which 
occur  in  these  different  formuhe.  In  this  manner  the  equation  (*) 
will  become 


1-/  + -2 __5 

7 (1.2)’  '*  « 


(l.sf.s)’4'  0 


(*), 


where  2y  has  been  put  for  y.  The  values  of  y’  which  can  be  de- 
duced from  this  equation  arc  known  to  be  infinite  in  number,  and 
all  real  and  positive ; the  least  of  them  is,  very  nearly, 

y*=  1-46796491. 


This  number,  which  occurs  in  several  problems,  has  been  cal- 
culated by  M.  Largeteau,  secretary  of  the  Bureau  dcs  longitudes. 
[Poisson  gives  no  reference  with  respect  to  the  roots  of  the  equation 
just  considered;  the  statements  arc  proved  in  the  memoir  by 
Fourier  entitled  Thiorie  du  Mouvement  de  la  Chaleur.  Mem.  de 
l' Acad.  Tome  iv.  1819,  1820,  page  432.] 


We  shall  have  at  the  same  time 


yV 


yV 


(1 . 2)*  a4  (1.2.8)*  a* 

dz  war  [ y V yV j'r>  1 

dr  4 | 2a’  3(1.2)’  a4  4 (1 . 2 . 3)V  J ’ 

. _ f f,  7 **•*  , 7V* 7^  , l 

* J+  8 j 4a*  9(1.2)’a‘  16  (1 . 2 . 3)*  a* + * 
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The  equations  on  which  the  values  of  a and  / depend  will  be 


/3  = 


f,  _ 7*  , 
4 I a 


y 

3 (1 . 2)* 


4 (1 . 2 . 3)*  + 


74 

9(1.2)* 


7* 

16  (1 . 2 . 3)’ 


+ 


[that  is,/+^?  = 0 by  (4)]  ; 

this  shews  that  cceteris  paribus  the  sagitta  / will  be  proportional 
to  the  radius  of  the  lamina  a ; if  we  take  the  smallest  value  of  7* 
we  shall  have 

/=-  a/3  (1-60197). 


For  this  value  of  / the  ordinate  z will  have  the  same  sign  as  / 
throughout  the  lamina;  and  there  will  be  no  sinuosity  in  the 
lamina;  hence,  disregarding  the  sign,  z will  decrease  continually 
from  the  centre  to  the  perimeter ; and  thus  it  is  that  f has  the 
contrary  sign  to  /3.  • 

dz 

[We  have  to  shew  here  that  cannot  be  zero  for  the  smallest 

value  of  7*  except  when  r = 0.  Let  F(y)  denote  the  left-hand 
member  of  equation  (4),  so  that 


then 


F'( 7)=  — 27{l— | + 


y 

(1.2. 3)* 

7* 

3 (i . 2 y 


+ ...  » 


Hence  if  could  vanish  for  a value  of  r between  0 and  a,  we 

should  have  F'( 7)  = 0 for  a value  of  71  less  than  1*46796491.  But 
this  is  impossible  for 

W 

2 P 

F (7)  = - I cos  (2y  cos  as)  das, 


4 f* 

F (7)  = — - J sin  (27  cos  as)  cos  as  das ; 

and  F'( 7)  is  certainly  negative  so  long  as  27 cos®  is  less  than  7 r, 
and  is  therefore  negative  if  7*  lies  between  0 and  1*4679649. 
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We  may  add  that  the  equation  F'( 7)  = 0 will  have  real  roots, 
namely,  a root  between  each  consecutive  pair  of  roots  of  F( y)  = 0 ; 
this  will  be  useful  to  remember  in  reading  Poisson’s  next 
paragraph.] 


If  we  substitute  successively  in  the  expression  for  z different 
values  of  7*  derived  from  equation  (k)  we  shall  obtain  as  many 
different  figures  of  equilibrium  of  the  circular  lamina.  Their 
number  will  be  infinite  like  that  of  the  figures  of  the  ordinary 
lamina  which  is  curved  in  only  one  direction ; and  the  number  of 
their  sinuosities  will  augment  more  and  more  with  the  value  of  7* 
which  is  used.  This  number  will  be  zero,  as  just  stated,  and'  there 
will  be  no  inflexion  of  the  lamina,  for  the  smallest  value  of  7*.  In 
all  cases  the  inclination  of  the  tangent  plane  will  be  zero  at  the 


centre  of  the  lamina; 
when  r = 0. 


for  from  the  value  of  z we  have 


dz 

dr 


= 0 


121.  Here  Poisson’s  memoir  closes.  The  last  eleven  pages  of 
the  memoir  have  been  spent  on  a problem  which  is  only  a case  of 
a single  integral.  It  may  be  useful  then  to  give  a solution  of  the 
problem  in  a simpler  form  than  Poisson’s. 

Let  Oz,  Or  be  two  axes  at  right  angles  and  suppose  a surface 
formed  by  the  revolution  of  a curve  round  the  axis  of  z.  (See 
figure  3.)  The  principal  radii  of  curvature  at  any  point  of  a sur- 
face of  revolution  are  the  radius  of  curvature  of  the  generating 
curve  and  the  length  of  the  normal  at  the  point  between  the  point 
and  the  axis  of  revolution.  Denote  these  by  pl  and  p, ; then 


d'z  dz 

1 dd  1 dr 


The  expression  which  we  have  to  make  a minimum  is 
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If  we  adopt  the  approximation  of  Poisson,  that  is,  if  we  reject 
terms  of  the  fourth  degree,  we  get 

Thus  we  may  put 

(£)'}- 

or  • ,'-{(*+f)'+2c  + <7’1r' 

where  p = ^ ; and  we  have  to  make  J Vdr  a minimum.  By  ordi- 
nary rules  then  we  have 

a@+£)  + a^_4(r|+,).„, 


thus 

therefore 

dp  p 

as  - -y-  = a constant  = G , 

or  r 

or 

<Pz  1 dz 

j?+r1 

Now  put 

c 

z = v ; thus 

c 

d*v  1 dv 

TJ+-  T = CV- 

dr  r dr 

Hence  assuming  Poisson’s  integral  of  this  differential  equation 
we  get  the  value  of  v ; and  thus  finally 

Llr 
^ ' 
II 

■rV^co..  da,  + J)  [ g-rditetu  JQg  gjn» 

^ 0 

where  A,  B,  C arc  arbitrary  constants. 
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The  integrated  part  of  8 j Vdr  is 

FSr  + 2(r|+i,)(^_|Sr). 

We  have  now  to  determine  the  constants  A,  B,  C and  c. 

We  may  obviously  give  C any  value  we  like,  for  this  amounts 
to  pushing  the  surface  along  the  axis  of  z without  making  any 
change  in  the  value  of  any  element  of  jVdr.  Suppose  then 

(7=0. 


Now  by  hypothesis  the  area  is  given,  that  is,  to  our  order 
of  approximation  the  value  of  the  integral 

2T/{i+l@Hr’ 

extended  over  all  admissible  values  of  r is  given.  Let  us 
suppose  with  Poisson,  that  the  boundary  of  the  surface  is  a circle 
of  radius  a;  then 


rdr=  a given  finite  quantity. 


Now  unless  B — 0 this  integral  will  be  infinite  and  therefore 
cannot  be  equal  to  a given  finite  quantity.  We  must  therefore 
have  B = 0,  and  then  the  fact  of  the  area  being  given  supplies 
a condition  for  determining  A in  terms  of  c.  We  must  examine 
the  integrated  part  of  the  variation.  Since  the  limits  of  r are 
fixed,  namely  0 and  a,  the  variation  Sr  is  zero  at  both  limits. 

Also  r ^ +p  = 0 when  r = 0 ; thus  to  make  the  integrated  part 

vanish  all  that  is  necessary  is  that  r ^ +p  should  vanish  when 
r = a.  This,  by  reduction  as  in  Poisson,  leads  to 


/; 


-Wc  oo«  *> 


> = 0, 


and  shews  that  c must  really  be  a negative  quantity ; from  this 
equation  c must  be  found  in  terms  of  a. 
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The  results  of  this  solution  are  thus  the  same  as  those  of 
Poisson’s  if  we  omit  that  statement  of  his  that  ~ is  given  at 

• • dz  • • 

the  limit.  If  were  given  at  the  limit  the  integrated  part  of 

8/Vdr  would  all  vanish ; and  instead  of  the  equation 

fV*V‘co,“<&>  = 0, 

J 0 

for  determining  c we  should  have 


— A [ e *^ea"m  ,JccoBuda>=/3, 

J 0 

dz 

where  /8  is  the  given  value  of  when  r-  a.  The  constant  a 

in  Poisson’s  solution  ought  to  be  found  from  the  circumstance 
of  the  area  being  given. 

It  should  be  observed  that  some  of  Poisson’s  expressions  might 
be  put  in  a simpler  form  than  he  has  adopted.  For  from  the  values 
of  f and  z at  the  bottom  of  page  105  we  see  that 

This  might  also  be  obtained  from  equations  (<7);  for  they  will 
give 

d’(?-cz)  1 d (g-  cz)  __ 
dr'  r dr  ’ 

and  by  integrating  and  determining  the  constants  we  shall  obtain 

the  above  value  of  z.  And  with  that  value  of  s we  can  give  simpler 

dz  • • • 

forms  for  , ft,  z,  andyj  in  terms  of  a definite  integral,  than  those 

on  pages  104  and  105. 
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CHAPTER  V. 

OSTROGRADSKY. 


122.  On  the  24th  of  January  1834,  a memoir  was  communi- 
cated by  M.  Ostrogradsky  to  the  Academy  of  Sciences  of  St  Peters- 
burg, entitled  MSmoire  sur  le  Calcul  des  Variations  des  Integrals* 
multiples.  This  memoir  is  published  in  the  sixth  series  of  the 
memoirs  of  the  Academy  of  St  Petersburg ; the  volume  is  dated 
1838,  and  is  called  the  third  volume  of  the  section  comprising  the 
mathematical,  physical,  and  natural  sciences ; it  is  also  called  the 
first  volume  of  a section  including  only  the  mathematical  and 
physical  sciences.  The  memoir  occupies  twenty-four  pages.  The 
memoir  is  also  published  in  Crelle’s  Journal , Vol.  xv. 

We  shall  give  hero  the  whole  of  Ostrogradsky’s  memoir;  its 
object  will  be  seen  from  the  introductory  paragraphs.  Ostrogradsky 
confirms  some  of  the  results  obtained  by  Poisson  which  have 
been  given  in  the  preceding  chapter  of  the  present  work ; and  he 
points  out  the  error  of  Euler  and  Lacroix  which  has  been  alluded 
to  in  Articles  39  and  40.  We  now  proceed  to  the  memoir. 

123.  The  application  of  the  method  of  variations  to  functions 
which  comprise  integrals  with  respect  to  only  one  variable  may 
be  considered  perfect  with  respect  both  to  simplicity  and  to  gene- 
rality. But  this  is  far  from  being  the  case  when  we  have  to  obtain 
the  variation  of  a multiple  integral  which  involves  different  vari- 
ables. Certain  questions  relating  to  this  case  seem  to  require  more 
generality  than  is  possessed  by  the  Calculus  of  Variations  as  La- 
grange has  exhibited  it.  This  might  lead  us  to  believe  that  the 
principles  of  that  great  mathematician  have  not  been  suitably 
applied,  or  that  the  principles  themselves  are  not  always  sufficient. 
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It  is  doubtless  for  this  reason  that  M.  Poisson,  in  a memoir 
which  he  read  to  the  Academy  of  Sciences  at  Paris,  on  November 
10th,  1831,  thought  it  necessary  to  add  to  the  principles  of  the 
Calculus  of  Variations  which  were  established  by  Lagrange,  a sort  of 
new  principle,  which  consists  in  regarding  the  independent  variables 
of  the  question  as  functions  of  other  auxiliary  variables.  The  latter 
disappear  of  themselves  in  the  course  of  the  investigation  ; but  by 
making  use  of  them  in  the  case  of  two  independent  variables  x and 
y,  M.  Poisson  has  not  been  compelled  to  consider  the  variation  Sx 
as  a function  of  x only,  and  the  variation  By  as  a function  of  y only ; 
a limitation  which  all  mathematicians  who  have  investigated  the 
variation  of  the  partial  differential  coefficients  of  a function  of  two 
variables  have  been  in  some  way  forced  to  make  by  the  nature  of 
their  process. 

Nevertheless  the  supposition  that  Sx  is  independent  of  y,  and  that 
By  is  independent  of  x,  seems  to  follow  from  the  most  simple  and 
elementaiy  principles  of  the  differential  calculus ; and  so  long  as  it 
remains  unproved  that  these  principles  are  insufficient  or  that  an  in- 
accurate application  has  been  made  of  them,  it  would  be  a question 
whether  the  formulas  given  by  M.  Poisson  for  the  variation  of  the 
partial  differential  coefficients  of  a function  of  two  variables  ought 
to  be  preferred  to  those  of  Euler  and  other  mathematicians  which 
have  the  same  object.  It  is  true  that  the  latter  are  a particular  case 
of  the  former ; but  perhaps  this  particular  case  is  that  which  must 
always  exist. 

We  now  decide  this  question  in  favour  of  the  formulae  of  M. 
Poisson.  We  shall  shew  that  the  mathematicians  who  have 
treated  of  the  variation  of  double  integrals,  including  Euler  himself, 
have  not  differentiated  the  partial  differential  coefficients  of  the  prin- 
cipal variable  with  regard  to  the  symbol  8 correctly.  But  at  the 
same  time  it  will  be  seen  that  the  introduction  of  auxiliary  variables 
into  this  kind  of  question  is  not  necessary.  The  memoir  of  M. 
Poisson  on  the  Calculus  of  Variations  will  always  be  cited  in  the 
history  of  differential  analysis.  There  for  the  first  time  was  given 
the  complete  variation  of  a double  integral ; it  is  deduced  from  the 
consideration  of  auxiliary  variables.  But  it  is  quite  possible  to 
restrict  ourselves  to  the  principles  of  the  immortal  author  of  the 
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Mtcanique  Analytique ; for  those  principles  combine  extreme  sim- 
plicity with  all  the  necessary  generality. 

We  will  first  point  out  the  inaccuracy  which  has  escaped  the 
notice  of  mathematicians  who  have  investigated  the  variation  of  the 
partial  differential  coefficients  of  a fiinction  of  two  variables ; and 
we  will  then  indicate  a method'for  finding  the  variation  of  any  mul- 
tiple integral. 


124.  Let  U3  denote  by  z any  function  of  the  two  independent 

variables  x and  y ; and  put  ~ = z,  ^ = z,  — = z" 

* F dx  ’ dy  " da?  dxdy  •’ 

<Pz 

dyt=Z"'  anc*  80  on‘  Then  let  us  give  to  the  quantities  x,  y,  z, 

respectively,  the  simultaneous  increments  Sx,  Sy,  Sz,  which  we  will 
regard  as  indefinitely  small  arbitrary  functions  of  x and  y ; in  con- 
sequence of  these  increments  the  quantities  z,  zt,  z", ...  will  become 
respectively  z + Sz',  zt  + Szt , z"  + Sz", ... ; we  propose  then  to  de- 
termine the  variations  Sz',  Szt , Sz", ... 


Consider  first  Sz'.  Since  z'  it  was  supposed  that  in  order 

to  obtain  Sz  it  was  necessary  to  differentiate  in  the  common  way 
dz 

the  quantity  with  respect  to  S ; and  this  gave  the  inaccurate  re- 

suit  Sz'  = — z * . [See  Art  39.]  In  order  to  discover  the 

source  of  this  error  we  have  only  to  ascend  to  the  origin  of  the 
quantity  Sz' ; let  us  denote  for  an  instant  x 4 Sx,  y + Sy,  z + Sz, 
respectively  by  X,  Y,  Z;  we  shall  then  have  obviously 


z + Sz  = 


dZ 

dX' 


and 


i - dz 

hz=zdX' 


The  partial  differential  coefficient  z is  taken  on  the  supposition 

(1? 

that  y is  invariable;  and  the  partial  differential  coefficient  on 

the  supposition  that  Y is  invariable,  that  is,  on  the  supposition 

8 
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that  y + By  is  invariable.  But  it  was  supposed  that  the  differential 

J7 

coefficients  s'  and  ^ were  both  obtained  on  the  same  supposition, 

namely,  that  dy  — 0 ; and  this  is  the  inaccuracy  to  which  we  have 
referred. 

Restore  for  X,  Y,  Z their  values  x + Bx,  y + By,  z + Bz.  We 
shall  obtain 

» ,_</(«  + 8z)  , _ d (z  + Bz)  —z'd(x  + Bx)  m 

Z d (x  + Bx)  Z d (x+  Bx)  ’ 

the  differentials  d (z  + 8z)  and  d (x  + Bx)  are  to  be  taken  on  the  sup- 
position that  d (y  + By)  = 0. 

But  d (s  + Bz)  = (s'  + dx  + (z,  + —'j  dy, 
d{x  + Bx)  = (\+^)dx  + d**  dy, 
d{y  + By)=d-^dx  + (\+,^)dy, 


substitute  these  values  of  d (z  + Sz)  and  d (x+Bx)  in  the  last  value 
of  Bz‘ ; we  shall  obtain 


Eliminating  dx  and  dy,  we  have 

fdBz  — ^ dBx  _ _ dBy\  / dBy\  fdBz  _,dBx  dBy\  dBy 

_ \ dx  dx  Z‘  dx)\  dy)  V dy  Z dy  Z‘  dy ) dx 

f d8x\  t g&yN  dkx  dBy 

\ dx ) \ dy)  dy  dx 
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And  from  this  by  including  only  small  terms  of  the  first 
order  we  have 

t , dSz  , d8x  dhi 

If  we  compare  this  value  8z'  with  the  former,  namely, 

t , d8z  ,d8x 

z dx  S dx  ’ 

we  see  that  by  assuming  dy  = 0 instead  of  d(y  + 8y)  — 0,  we 

suppress  in  8z‘  the  term  zt  which  is  of  the  same  order  of 

magnitude  as  8z,  and  which  by  the  principles  of  the  Differential 
Calculus  ought  to  be  retained. 

Suppose  that  the  quantity  8y  is  independent  of  x ; we  shall 

have  -7^  = 0,  and  8z'  = ^ — z , which  is  the  result  obtained 
dx  dx  dx 

by  differentiating  in  the  ordinary  way  the  quantity  with 

respect  to  8.  And  it  is  easy  to  see  that  on  the  hypothesis 

— = 0 the  common  differentiation  is  allowable : for  since  then 
dx . 

d (y  + 8y)  = ^1  + dy,  if  we  put  d (y  + 8y)  = 0,  we  have  ob- 
viously dy  — 0 ; then  in  the  expression  8z'  — ^ — 2 > 

partial  differential  coefficients  z and  ^ are  ^onne^ 

on  the  same  supposition,  namely,  that  dy  = 0. 


It  is  evident  that 


. d(8z  - z’8x  - z,8y) 

* d;-z‘-di=zBx+z^+ Tx 


- , d8z  , d8x  d8y  „ 

0 z = z — z — z 

dx 


We  shall  obtain  in  the  same  manner 


8z,  = z'fa  + zhy  + 


d ( 8z  - z'8x  — z8y) 

dy 


8—2 
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For  the  differential  coefficients  of  the  second  order  we  have 

...  d (z'  + &')  „ 

& _d(x  + Sx)  * • 

« , _ d {z  + 8z')  _ , _ d (z,  + 8z)  _ , 

' = d {y  + 8y)  *'  rf  (x  + 8x)  *'  ’ 

Then  we  shall  obtain  the  variations  8a",  8z/,  8zu  by  changing 
z into  a'  or  z,  in  the  values  of  8z'  and  8zt.  Thus  we  shall  have 

8z"  = z"'Sx  + z/'8y  + , 

.......  d(8z'  — z"8x  — z'Sy) 

8z,  = z,  8x  + z„8y  H — - ^ , 


. , ...  , . r d (8z,  — z'8x  — z,8y) 

8z,  = z,  8x  + zn8y  H - 1 ^ ^ , 

/8a 

dy 


dx 

d (8z(  — z/  8x  — z„8y) 


8z„  = z'„8x  + z„  ,8y  + 

Therefore 

fa"  = z"'8x  + z/'%  + t 


dx* 

. , (8z  — z'8x  — z 8y) 

& =„■  + * 8 

II  n 1 m j 1 ^ i 

And  similarly  we  can  find  the  variations  of  the  differential 
coefficients  of  the  higher  orders. 

[These  results  agree  with  Poisson’s;  sec  Art.  102.] 


125.  The  preceding  method  shews  sufficiently  how  by  direct 
application  of  the  characteristic  8 to  the  partial  differential  coeffi- 
cients z',  z(,  z",  ...  we  can  find  the  variations  of  these  differential 
coefficients.  But  it  is  better  to  seek  the  variations  8z',  8zlt  8z",  ... 
by  the  use  of  total  differentials. 
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In  order  to  consider  the  subject  with  due  generality,  let  ua 
designate  by  n a function  of  as  many  quantities  x,  y,  z,  ...  as  we 
please,  and  suppose  that  the  variable  u and  the  independent 
quantities  x,  y,  z,  ...  receive  simultaneously  the  increments  Su, 
Bx,  By,  Be, ...  which  we  shall  consider  as  arbitrary  functions  of 
all  the  independent  variables. 

In  order  to  find  the  variations 

k du  , du  . du 

Sd^’  SdZ’ 


due  to  the  increments  Su,  Sx,  By,  Be, ...  let  us  take  the  funda- 
mental equation 

Bdu  = dSu ; 

put  for  dSu  its  value 


dSu  . dSu  . dSu  , 
-3-dx+-Sjdy  + ^rdz  + ..., 


de 


and  for  du  its  value 


dx 

develop  Bdu,  that  is, 


du  , du  , du  , , 

dx+Tydy+dedz  + -5 


B 


du  , du  . 

+ djd*+d;ds  + 


in  the  following  manner ; 


du  ^ du  dSx  du  dSy  du  dSz 
"3x  dx  dx  dy  dx  de  dx 


+ fs  ^ q-  — d^x + dw  d^y 

\ dy  dx  dy  dy  dy  + de  dy  ^ 

du  du  dSx  du  dSy  du  dSe 

+ \ de+ dxlb+Ty-d;  + d~z  S + 


+ 
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Now  equate  the  coefficients  of  the  arbitrary  quantities  dx,  dy, 
dz,  ...  and  we  have 

gdu  _ dSu  _ du  dSx  du  dhy  du  dSz 

dx  dx  dx  dx  dy  dx  dz  dx 

g du  _ dhu  du  dSx  du  dSy  du  dSz 

dy  dy  dx  dy  dy  dy  dz  dy 

g du  _ d&u  dudhx  du  d by  du  dSz 
dz  dz  dx  dx  dy  dz  dz  dz 


It  is  easy  to  give  to  these  expressions  the  following  form ; 

E<?u  d\i  s , d'u  s d'u  E 
Sdx~  da*  &C+  dxdy*y  + dxdzSz  + 


d(bu-^bx-(^Sy-^Sz-...) 
\ dx  dy  a dz  ) 

dx 


E du  d'u  E d'u  E d'u  „ 

dy  dxdy  dy'  ^ + dydz  s>  + ”‘ 


, du  t du  E du  s \ 

d(Su-d-x*x-d/sy-TzSz-"’) 

ay  ' 


E du  d'u  E , d'u  E d'u  E 

O — — -7 — r OX  + fy  + jla  Om  4-  • • • 


dz  dxdz  dydz  u dz* 

+ £ ■ 


For  abbreviation  put 

Su  = ^ 8a:  + ^ 8y  + ^ Sz  + ...  + Du ; 
dx  dy  J dz 

. E du  d'u  E d'u  « , d'u  ~ dDu 

thus  8 — = -rv  ox  + y :rj7  by  + yy-r.  °z  + ...  + 


dx  dad 


dxdy 


dxdz 


dx  ’ 
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t du  d*u  - d*u  t <Pu 

dy  dxdy  X dy*  ^ dydz 


Bz  + 


dDu 


g du  _ d'u 
dz  dxdz 


&c  + 


d*u  . d’u  . , , dDu 

: °z  + •••  +■ 


dy  dz 


dz 


We  may  remark  that  the  terms  which  do  not  involve  Du  in  the 
preceding  formulas  arc  the  ordinary  differentials  of  the  quantities 
du  du  du 

M>  dx  ’ dy  ’ dz  ’ considercd  aa  functions  of  as,  y,  z, ...  and  sup- 
posing that  the  differentials  of  x,  y,  z, ...  are  Bx,  By,  Sz, ...  If  then 
we  denote  by  the  symbol  A the  differential  of  a function  of  x,y,  z, ... 
due  to  the  increments  Bx,  By,  Bz, ...  we  shall  have 

Su  = A«  + Du, 
s du  . du  d Du 

..  du . du  dDu 

dy  ~ dy+  dy  ’ 

’ s du  _ . du  dDu 
dz  dz+  dz  ' 


It  is  not  difficult  to  find  the  variations  of  the  higher  differential 
it  may  be  easily  seen  that  we  shall 


_ . d u d u. 
cocmcients  -r-r  , -= — =-  > 
dor  dxdy 

have  generally, 

* d*u 


■ = A 


d'u 


diDu 


cUidy"dz'...  dbi  dy"  dz'...  dbi  dy" dz'... " 

[The  method  of  this  Article  appears  less  clear  than  that  in 
Art.  124 ; there  is  a want  of  definition  of  what  is  meant  by  such 

a symbol  as  B . In  the  first  method  definition  is  given  and 

consequences  deduced  from  it;  the  formulae  given  in  the  present 
Article  may  he  obtained  by  the  first  method.  An  additional 
advantage  in  the  first  method  is,  that  we  can  see  more  easily  to 
what  order  of  approximation  the  results  are  true.] 
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126.  What  has  now  been  given  will  suffice  for  finding  the 
variation  of  a function  TJ  which  involves  u,  x,  y,  z, ...  and  the 
differential  coefficients  of  u with  respect  to  the  variables.  We  have 
only  to  take  the  differential  of  U supposing  that  all  the  quantities 

x,y,z,...  u,-£,  ...  receive  their  variations  denoted  by  the 

symbol  8.  But  since  the  variations  of  each  of  the  quantities 

m,  ^ , ...  is  composed  of  two  indefinitely  small  quantities,  we  may 

by  the  principles  of  the  Differential  Calculus  augment  x,  y,  z, ... 

by  Sx,  Sy,  Sz, ...  and  give  to  u,  ~ , ...  at  first  only  the  former 

parts  of  their  variations,  namely  Am,  A ^ , ...  Thus  we  shall  ob- 
tain an  increment  for  U which  will  form  the  first  part  of  the 
variation  BU.  Then  without  changing  x,  y,  z, ...  we  can  augment 
w and  its  differential  coefficients  by  the  second  part  of  their 

variations  Du,  , ... ; the  increment  which  the  function  V will 
dx 

in  consequence  receive  wil  1 form  the  second  part  of  the  variation 
of  U. 

The  first  part  of  the  variation  S U will  evidently  be 


dU.  , dU«  , dU 
^Bx+-difBy  + -T-Sz+..., 


dz 


dU 


where  ^ means  the  complete  differential  coefficient  of  U with  re- 
spect to  x,  and  ~ the  complete  differential  coefficient  with  respect 

to  y,  and  so  on.  Let  us  denote  by  DU  the  second  part  of  the 
variation  S U\  this  part  is  due  to  the  increment  Du  of  the  quantity  u, 
this  increment  being  ascribed  to  u wherever  it  occurs  in  U.  We 
shall  then  have 

dU j.  dU*  ^ dU s . . nT1 

o U — ^ ox  4*  ^ — oy  + — oz  4- ...  + DU. 

We  abstain  from  writing  the  development  of  the  differential 
DU. 
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127.  Let  us  now  proceed  to  find  the  variation  of  the  definite 
integral 

V — j Udxdydz  ... 

taken  for  all  the  values  of  x,  y,  z ...  which  satisfy  the  inequality 

L < 0, 

L being  a function  of  x,  y,  s, ... 

The  variation  of  the  integral  / TJdxdydz  ...  is  obviously  equal 
to  the  sum  of  the  variations  of  all  its  differential  elements ; thus  in 
order  to  obtain  8 V we  have  only  to  take  the  integral  of  the  variation 
S(Udxdydz...) ; this  will  give 

8F=  Js  {Udxdydz...). 

But  by  the  principle  of  the  Differential  Calculus 

8 [TJdxdydz  ...)  — SU  dxdydz  ...  + US  [dxdydz  ...) ; 


thus  by  the  preceding  article 

8 (Udxdydz  ...)  = + + **•)  dxdydz ... 

+ US  [dx dy  dz  ...)  + DU dx dy  dz ... 

Therefore 


SV=I  {esr^ +7&sy+7&Sz+-+ uS(^dy§z~l  dxdydz- 

+ jDUdxdy  dz .. 


We  shall  presently  prove  that 

8 [dxdy dz  ...)  = ^ + ^ + ... ) dxdydz  ... ; 


hence  it  will  follow  that 


tv.  f mjM + djm + ... 

+ JnUdxdydz  ... 

The  differential  coefficient  - is  total  with  respect  to  x, 


and  — is  total  with  respect  to  y,  and 


so  on. 
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128.  We  will  now  investigate  the  variation  8(dxdydz  ...). 
Suppose  x + 8x  = A',  y + 8y  = Y,  z + 8z  = Z, ; we  shall  have 


8 ( dxdydz  ...)  = dXdYdZ ...  —dxdydz  ... 


The  quantities  X,  Y,  Z ...  are  functions  of  x,  y,  z,...;  to  obtain 
dX  we  have  only  to  differentiate  X in  the  ordinary  way  and  sup- 
pose Y,Z,...  constant.  Thus 


, „ dX  , dX  . dX  . 
dX  = — dx  + -r-  dy  + ~~s — dz  + .... 
dx  dy  * dz 


. dY,  dY . dY. 
°=d^dx+d^^+d^dz+'- 


. dZ  , dZ  . dZ  , 
0=:-d^dx+d^dy+d;ds+-> 


From  these  we  shall  derive 

fdX  dY  dZ 


dX  = 


afdX  dY  dZ  \ , 
\dy  dz  J 


We  have  followed  the  notation  of  M.  Cauchy,  and- denoted  by 


S(a,  b,c...) 

the  result  of  eliminating  the  quantities  p,  q,  r, ...  which  satisfy  the 
equations 

0 = ap  + atq  + atr  + ..., 

0 = Ip  + \q  + bjr  + ..., 

0 = <7?  + c,y  + c„r  + ..., 


We  suppose  that  the  term  abfa...  in  the  result  is  taken  with 
the  positive  sign. 

To  obtain  d Y we  must  differentiate  1"  and  suppose 
<?A'=0,  dZ=  0,...; 
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that  is,  dx  = 0,  dZ=  0, ; thus 


,v  dY  . , dY , 

dY=d£dy+^ds+'” 


. dZ  j dZ  j 
°~ljjdy  + ~’  <&  + — 


<fz 

dZ 

dz 


whence  eZ F = ' • 

*(£•••) 


We  shall  obtain  in  the  same  manner 


<*£  = 


*(?•■•)* 


and  so  on.  The  denominator  of  the  last  differential  will  be  unity; 
for  if,  for  example,  Z were  the  last  variable,  we  should  have  had 


dZ=~dz. 

dz 


Now  form  the  product  dX.dY.  dZ ; we  have 

dX.dY.dZ...  = s(~.^.^...S)dxdydz...; 
therefore 

8 (dx  dydz  ...)  = j *(g.  ^ . g...)  - l}  dxdydz  ... 

The  principles  of  Differential  Analysis  require  that  in  calcu- 
lating the  coefficient 

fdX  dY  dZ  \ 

* [dx  • dy  - dz  ”7  1 

we  should  take  account  only  of  infinitely  small  quantities  of  the 
first  order,  because  ^ ^ iydz  ‘3  an  indefinitely  small  quantity  of 

dX  d Y dZ 

the  first  order.  But  except  the  term  all  the  terms 

r dx  dy  dz 
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in  S J are  of  the  second  order  at  least;  thus  the 

following  is  true  as  far  as  quantities  of  the  first  order: 
fdX  dY  dZ  \_dXdYdZ 

‘ dy  ' dz  ’"/  dx‘  dy  ' dz 

Hence  8 ( dxdydz ...)  = _ i)  dxdydz  ... 

Restore  for  X,  Y,  Z, ...  their  values  x + 8x,  y + 8y,  z + 8z, ... ; 
we  shall  then  have 

+ J)  (l  +^)(l+  ^f)  ...  - ^dxdydz ... 

Therefore  retaining  only  small  quantities  of  the  first  order 
8 (dxdy  dz  ...)  = f J ^ J + ... ) dxdydz  ... 

[This  result  may  be  simply  found  as  follows;  suppose  for 
example  three  variables,  and  take  the  equations 

dX  , dX  , dX  , 
dX=tedx+fyd!'+-d;d*’ 


n dY,  dY,  dY , 


dz 


A dZ  dZ  . dZ 

0=tedx+Hydy+d;dz' 


The  second  and  third  equations  shew  that  dy  and  dz  are  of 

dY  dZ 

the  second  order  compared  with  dx;  for  and  j^'are  indefinitely 

small  while  and  are  finite.  Hence  if  we  reject  terms  of 
the  third  order 

dX=~dx. 

dx 

Similar  equations  hold  for  dY  and  dZ;  therefore 

dX dYdZ-  d-L.  M dxdydz 

dx  dy  dz  J 
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■where  terms  of  the  second  order  are  rejected.  Thus 

* (*"&*)  = K1  + S)  (l  + (X  + 15?)  - ^tedydz. 

With  respect  to  some  of  the  points  suggested  by  this  article 
the  student  is  referred  to  Chapter  XI.  of  the  Treatise  on  the  Integral 
Calculus.] 


129.  Before  proceeding  further  we  will  determine  the  limits 
of  the  variables  x,  y,  z ...  in  the  integral 


J Udxdydz ... 


when  extended  to  all  the  values  of  x,  y,  s ...  which  satisfy  the 
inequality  L < 0 so  that  at  the  limits  of  the  integral  we  have  L = 0. 
We  propose  to  integrate  first  with  respect  to  x,  then  with  respect 
to  y,  then  with  respect  to  z,  and  so  on. 

Assume  that  the  equation  L = 0 when  solved  with  respect  to  x 
gives  only  two  values  for  this  variable  x0  and  xt.  These  values 
are  the  limits  of  the  variable  x,  and  supposing  that  the  function  L 
continues  negative  for  values  of  x comprised  between  x0  and  x,, 
we  must  integrate  the  expression 


from  x = x0  to  x = x,',  supposing  x0  less  than  x, . As  to  the  quan- 
tities y,  z, ...  we  must  ascribe  to  them  all  values  which  allow  x„ 
and  x,  to  be  real,  and  we  must  exclude  all  values  which  make  x# 
and  x,  imaginary ; but  in  passing  from  real  to  imaginary  values 
the  roots  x0  and  x,  become  equal,  as  wc  know  from  the  theory  of 
equations;  therefore  at  the  limits  of  y,  z, ...  wc  shall  have  simul- 
taneously 

r A dL  n 
L = 0,  -j—  = 0. 
ax 


If  we  eliminate  x between  these  two  equations  we  shall  obtain 
an  equation  in  y,  z, ...;  this  equation  we  will  suppose  gives  two 
values  of y,  say  y0  and  yt,  which  will  be  the  limits  between  which 
we  must  integrate  / Udxdydz ...  with  respect  to  y ; we  take  the 
integral  from  the  less  of  the  two  values  y , and  yx  to  the  greater. 
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Wc  shall  arrive  at  the  same  result  in  the  following  manner ; 
after  having  integrated  with  respect  to  x we  ought  to  integrate 
with  respect  to  y obviously  from  the  least  to  the  greatest  value  of 
this  variable,  supposing  x and  y connected  by  the  equation  L — 0, 
and  considering  z,  ...  as  constant;  differentiating  on  this  hypo- 
thesis we  have 

cfZ  cILdy 
dx  dy  dx  ’ 


in  order  that  y may  be  a maximum  we  must  have  ^ = 0,  and  this 

gives  to  determine  the  limit  of  y the  equation  = 0 ; this  coin- 
cides with  the  result  already  found. 


To  obtain  the  limits  with  respect  to  z we  must  treat  the  equa- 
tion which  results  by  eliminating  x between  L = 0 and  ^ = 0 

precisely  as  we  have  already  treated  the  equation  L — 0.  But  wc 
may  suppose  that  this  result  of  the  elimination  of  the  variable  x 

between  L = 0 and  ^ = 0 is  the  equation  L=0,  in  which  we  put 


for  x its  value  found  from  -r-  = 0.  In  order  then  to  find  the 

dx 

limits  of  z we  must  differentiate  the  equation  L = 0 with  respect 
to  y,  considering  a:  as  a function  of  y ; this  will  give 


dL  dL  dx_ 
dy  + dx  dy  ’ 


and  therefore 


dL 

dy 


o • dL  . 
= 0 since  -j-  = 0. 
dx 


By  eliminating  y between 


L — 0 and  - j-  = 0 we  shall  obtain  an  equation  which  will  furnish 

the  limits  for  z.  By  proceeding  in  this  way  we  shall  find  the 
limits  for  all  the  variables  which  occur  in  the  integral 


dz ... 


Thus  we  have  the  following  conclusion ; the  limits  of  x are 
given  immediately  by  the  solution  of  the  equation  L = 0 with 
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respect  to  x ; the  limits  of  y are  determined  by  solving  with 
respect  to  y the  equation  which  results  from  the  elimination  of 

x between  L=  0 and  ^ = 0 ; the  limits  of  z are  determined  by 

solving  with  respect  to  z the  equation  which  results  from  the 
elimination  of  x and  y between 


and  so  on. 


r A dL 


We  have  supposed  that  the  equations  relative  to  the  limits 
of  the  integral 

/ Udxdydz  ... 

give  only  two  values  for  each  of  the  quantities  x,  y,  z, ...  but  it 
would  be  easy,  from  what  has  been  given,  to  treat  the  case 
where  the  equations  have  more  than  two  roots.  The  number 
of  limiting  values  for  each  variable  x,  y,  z, ...  including  if  ne- 
cessary infinite  values,  must  be  an  even  number. 


130.  We  now  return  to  the  variation 


+ Jl)Udxdydz  ... ; 


for  shortness  put  UBx  = P,  UBy  = Q,  UBz  = E, ... ; wo  shall  have 
then 


8F 


- ((—  + ^0.  < ^ 
~J\dx  + dy 


+ ...jdxdy  ds  ...  + \DVdxdydz  , 


J 


Consider  first  the  part 

(dP  dQ  , dR 


of  the  preceding  variation ; suppose  that  xt  is  the  greater  of  the 
two  values  x0  and  xl  which  are  obtained  by  solving  the  equation 
L = 0 with  respect  to  a;.  We  have 

J^dxdydz...  = J(Pt  — P0)  dydz  ... 
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By  P,  we  denote  the  value  of  P when  xx  is  put  in  it  for  x, 
and  by  P0  the  value  of  P when  x0  is  put  in  it  for  x. 

Since  the  function  L has  a positive  value  before  it  vanishes 
when  x = x0,  and  a negative  value  before  it  vanishes  when 

x — xx,  it  follows  that  the  differential  coefficient  ^ is  negative 

for  x = x0,  and  is  positive  for  x =xx;  therefore  if  we  take  the 

radical  positively  we  shall  have 

pdL 

when  x = x0, 


Substitute  these  values  in  the  equation 
and  we  shall  have 


the  integral  on  the  right-hand  side  includes  only  those  values 
of  x,  y,  z , ...  which  satisfy  the  equation  L = 0. 

In  the  same  way  we  shall  obtain 
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Thus, 


The  integrals  on  the  right-hand  side  must  be  taken  for 
those  values  of  x,  y,  z, ...  which  satisfy  the  equation  L = 0. 
Consider  two  of  these  integrals,  for  example, 


from  the  preceding  article  we  may  easily  see  that  their  limits 
with  respect  to  z, ...  are  the  same;  further  we  have 


dL 

dx 


, dL  , „ 

dx  + — dy  = 0 
dy 


for  all  the  elements  of  these  integrals  in  which  the  variables  z, ... 

remain  the  same ; so  that  the  differentials  ^ dx  and  dy  are 
’ dx  dy  J 

equal,  neglecting  the  sign.  Thus  if  we  take  the  increments  dx 

and  dy  positively  and  also  the  radicals,  we  have 


and  therefore  multiplying  by  dz  ... , 
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It  is  easy  to  deduce  that  in  general  we  shall  have 


Hence,  if  for  shortness  we  put 

ds  = ^(dy'dz* ...  + dx 1 dz * ...  + da?  dy * ...  + ...), 


By  means  of  these  equalities,  equation  (A)  will  become 


We  may,  in  order  to  facilitate  the  integration  of  the  differ- 
ential 


instead  of  the  variables  !t,  y,  z,  ...  connected  by  the  equation 
L = 0 introduce  other  variables  a,  b,  c,  ...  which  are  independent. 

We  must  transform  by  the  usual  method  all  the  elements 
dy  dz  ...,  dxdz...,  dx  dy ...,  into  elements  proportional  to  the 
product  da  db  ... ; we  shall  have  such  results  as  dy  dz  ... 
— A da  db  ...,  dxdz  ...  = Bdadb ...,  dxdy  ...  = Cdadb  ... , where 
A,  B,  C, ...  , arc  finite  functions  of  a,  b,  ...;  thus 

A = da  db  ...  V(A!  + I?  + C'  + ...). 
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. If  for  example  we  wish  to  integrate  with  respect  to  the 
variables  y,  z,  ...  we  must  observe  with  respect  to  the  elements 
dxdz  ...,  dxdy  ..., ...  that  we  must  take  the  differential  of  the 
variable  x in  the  first  considering  y alone  as  variable,  in  the 
second  considering  z alone  as  variable,  and  so  on ; hence 


dxdz  ...  = j^dydz  ...,  dxdy  ... —^  dy  dz  thus 


< = dyde...^( 


dx*  ch? 
l + ^5+*i  + 


so  that 


dP+dQ  + dR 
dx  dy  dz 


+ 


In  the  formula  (B)  restore  for  P,  Q,  It, ...  their  values  USx, 
Uiy,  U$z, ... ; we  shall  then  have 
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and  therefore 
SV  = 


dj>  '*1^’ 

,da*  + dy,+  dz'+—) 


131.  We  now  proceed  to  indicate  the  reductions  to  he  made 
in  the  term  jDUdxdydz ...  of  the  variation  8F;  these  redactions 
consist  in  making  as  many  as  possible  of  the  partial  differential 
coefficients  of  the  quantity  Du  disappear  under  the  integral  sign. 

By  means  of  the  formula  (B)  of  the  preceding  article  it  will  be 
easy  to  replace  the  integral  JDUdxdydz  ...  by  the  sum  of  the  two 
integrals  JWDudxdydz ...  and  / 0 da,  the  first  of  which  like 
fDUdxdydz  ...  relates  to  all  the  values  of  x,  y,  z, ...  which  satisfy 
the  inequality  L < 0,  and  the  second  of  which  comprises  only  those 
values  of  the  variables  which  satisfy  the  equation  L = 0.  The 
function  W does  not  include  the  variation  Du ; on  the  other  hand, 
the  function  & does  include  it  as  well  as  its  partial  differential 
coefficients  with  respect  to  x,  y,  z,...;  the  differential  ds  is  the 
same  as  in  the  preceding  section ; that  is, 

ds  = ^(dy'dz* ...  + dx'dz'  ...  + tlx'dy * ...  + ...). 

Thus  we  shall  have 

j DUdxdy  dz  ...  = J WDu  dxdy  dz  ...  +J  ; 
and  therefore 


tv-f WDM,a. ...  + f m,  Je*. 

Vfe  + 4i  + rf?+-) 

The  integrals  j WDu  dx  dydz  ... 


and 


USLds 

djj — 

da*  + dy'  + dz'  + •" 


arc  not  susceptible  of  any  reduction,  but  the  integral  / may  be 
still  reduced. 
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To  effect  the  reduction  of  /0t/a,  we  must  first  of  all  replace  the 
variables  x,  y,  2, ...  which  are  connected  by  the  equation  L = 0 
by  other  quantities  a,  b, ...  which  are  independent.  The  number 
of  these  quantities  a,  b, ...  must  bo  one  less  than  the  number  of  the 
original  variables  x,  y,  z, ... 

Now  considering  x,  y,  s,  ...  as  functions  of  a,  b, ...  let  us  trans- 
form the  element  da  into  an  element  proportional  to  the  product 
dadb  ... ; we  shall  thus  obtain 

da  = Kdadb ... 


where  K is 
differential 


into 


dDu 

&T’ 


coefficients 


a finite  function  of  a,  b, ...  Let  us  also  transform  the 
dDu  dDu  dDu  (PDu  PDu 

dx  ’ dy  ’ dz  ’ dx'  ’ dxdy’"” 
dDu  PDu  (DDu 

~db  ~dP~’  fadb’”’’ 


we  shall  have  for  this 


end 


dDu  dDu  dx  dDu  dy  dDu  dz 

da  dx  da  dy  da  dz  da 

dDu  _ dDu  dx  dDu  dy  dDu  dz 

db  dx  db  dy  db  dz  db  + 


(PDu  _ d'Du  dx ' + ^ d'Du  dx  dy  + 
da 1 dx2  da ' dxdy  da  da 

(PDu  _ (PDu  dx  dx  (PDu  fdx  dy  dx  dy\ 
dadb  dx?  da  db  dxdy  \<fa  db  db  da) 


But  since  the  preceding  equations  are  not  enough  to  obtain  the 

value  of  all  the  quantit.es  ... 

some  of  these  differential  coefficients  will  remain  indeterminate; 

the  others  can  be  expressed  in  terms  of  these  and  of  the  quantities 

dDu  dDu  d'Du  (PDu  T . , * • i • 

instead  of  considering  some 


da 


db 


da * ’ dadb’ 


of  the  differential  coefficients 


dDu 

dx' 


dDu  dDu  d'Du 

dy  ’ dz  ' dx'  ' 
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dJhi  ....  as  indeterminate,  it  is  conyenient,  for  the  sake  of  sym- 
dxdy 

metry,  to  introduce  as  many  linear  functions  p,  q,  r, ...  of  i 

dDu  dDu  d'Du  d'Du 
dy  ' ds  ’ ""  da?  ' dxdy'' 

to  express  all  the  quantities 

d'Du 
dxdy  ’ 

(]7J)U 

» > an<l  ^ will  be  the  quantities  p,  q,  r,  ....  which  will 

remain  arbitrary. 


in  terms  of  p,  q,  r, 


..  as 

will  be 

necessary 

in  order 

dDu 

dDu 

dDu 

d?  Du 

dx 

’ dy  1 

"~dbT' 

dDu 

dDu 

d'Du 

t 

'da  ' 

db  ' ■ 

" da'  ' 

But  the  introduction  of  the  quantities  p , q,  r, ...  amounts  to 
imagining  among  the  variables  a,  b, ...  one  variable  more  to ; thus 
the  number  of  quantities  to,  a,  b, ...  is  equal  to  that  of  the  variables 
x,  y,  z, ....  Considering  then  x,  y,  z, ...  as  functions  of  to , a,  b, ... 
we  have  the  equations 


dDu  _ dDu  dx  dDu  dy  dDu  dz 
da>  dx  do>  dy  dm  dz  dm 


dDu  _ dDu  dx  dDu  dy 
da  dx  da  dy  da 


dDu  dz 
dz  da^" 


dDu  _ dDu  dx  dDu  dy  dDu  dz 
db  dx  db  dy  db+  dz  db^~ 


tP  Du  _ (PDu  dx 2 (PDu  dx  dy 

dm1  da?  dm'^  dxdy  dm  dm^'"' 

(PDu  _ (PDu  dx  dx  d'Du  /dx  dy  ^ dx  dy  \ 
dado)  da?  dm  da  dxdy  \dm  da  da  dm) 


There  will  be  as  many  of  these  equations  as  are  necessary  in 
dDu  dDu  dDu  (PDu  d'Du 


order  to  express  — f — 


dy  ’ dz 


dx'  ’ dxdy  ’ 


in  terms 
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f dDu  dDu  dDu  cPDu  d\Du  . . ,,  ... 

°f  ~ZT'  ~3d~’  ~db'""  V dmda ’ *“  ’ but  aS  the  var,able  ® 
really  does  not  exist  we  must  look  upon  the  differential  coefficients 
dx  du  dz  . . ... 

<&>’  (7a> ’ 5m’ <a3  quantities  which  we  may  assume  at  our 

i . . . . dDu  dDu  dDu 

pleasure  so  as  to  simplify  the  expression  of  — ■= — , — — — — ... 

dx  dy  dz 

dDu  d'Du, 

d^y  ~dmr,‘"‘ 


d*Du  d' Du 
dx?  ’ dxdy1  " 
remain  entirely  indeterminate. 


The  differential  coefficients  —= — , —5-, 


Having  expressed  the  differential  coefficients 

dDu  dDu  dDu  d7Du  d'Du 

dx  ’ dy  ’ da  ’ dx?  ’ dxdy1 

in  terms  of 

dDu  dDu  dDu  diDu  cPDu 

dm  * da  ’ db  ’ dm7 

we  must  put  these  values  in  the  integral 


dmda  ’ 


jsda  = J< 


QKdadb ... . 


Then  hy  making  use  of  the  formula  (B)  and  putting  for  short- 
ness 

ds'  = j{db'...  +*»*...  + 

wc  can  replace  the  integral  f&Kdadb  ...  hy  the  sum 

j(jPDu  +Q(¥^+R  + ...)  da  db..,  + JW. 

The  first  of  these  integrals  is  not  susceptible  of  reduction ; 
the  second  may  be  reduced  in  the  same  way  as  J&ds. 


Thus  we  shall  have 


sv-l wMd,d* ... + f )il}  s*™ 


f (Jbhds 

jfijrvis  <m — \ 

J\/{dx‘+dy,+  dz'  + "V 


+ l{PD“ + «&■+ *iGr  + 
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We  may  treat  the  integral  f&ds'  as  we  treated  j&ds ; we  may 
decompose  it  into  two  integrals,  the  first  of  which  is  completely 
reduced,  and  the  second  is  susceptible  of  reduction;  proceeding 
in  this  way  we  shall  exhaust  the  reductions  which  can  be  effected 
in  the  integrals,  and  thus  the  variation  8 V will  be  in  the  proper 
shape  for  applications. 


132.  Since  the  integral  JBcfe  of  the’ preceding  article  relates 
to  the  values  of  x,  y,  z, ...  which  satisfy  the  equation  L — 0,  we 
may  consider  one  of  these  quantities  as  a function  of  all  the  others, 
and  the  latter  as  independent.  Suppose,  for  example,  that  we 
consider  i to  be  a function  of  y,  z,  ...;  we  shall  have  (by 
Article  130) 


da  = 


/(dV  dU  dU  \ 
V \da?  + dif  + dz*  + “7 


■ dy  dz 


put  for  shortness 


we  shall  have 


— 7W) 


We  shall  obtain- the  equation  relative  to  the  limits  of  y,  z, ... 
by  eliminating  x between  L = 0 and  ^ = 0. 


The  function  ¥ contains  the  partial  differential  coefficients 

dDu  dDu  dDu  d'Du  d'Dit 
d x ’ dy  1 dz  ’ da?  ’ dxdy  ’ 

taken  relatively  to  x,  y,  z,  ...  on  the  hypothesis  that  these 
variables  are  all  independent ; but  after  the  differentiation  we 
must  put  for  x its  value  furnished  by  the  equation  A = 0.  It 
is  advisable  to  eliminate  these  partial  differential  coefficients  as  far 
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ns  possible;  to  this  end  considering  x as  a function  of  y,e,  ... 
we  shall  have 

dDu  _ fdDu\  fdDu\  dx 
dy  ~\dy)  + \dx)dy’ 

dDu  _ /dDu\  fdDu\  dx 
dz  \ dz  ) \ dx  ) dz  ’ 


d'Du  _ fd'Du\  fd'Du\  dx  fd'Du\  dx?  idDu\  <Px 

dy*  \ dy1  ) * \dx  dy)  dy  \ dx?  ) dif  l,  dx  ) dy * ’ 

d'Du  _ /d'Du\  /d*Du\  dx  / d,Du\  dx 
dy  dz  \dydz)  \dxdy)  dz  \dxdz)  dy 

(d'Du\  dx  dx  fdDu\  d*x 
v dx?  ) dy  dz  \,  dx  j dydz' 

d'Du  _ ( d*Du\  (d'Du\  dx  fd'Du\  dx?  /</Z>u\  d*x 

dx?  V,  dz*  ) \dxdz)  dz  V dx?  ) dz * \ dx  ) dz * ’ 


the  brackets  indicate  partial  differential  coefficients  of  Du  taken 
on  the  supposition  that  x,  y,  z,  ...  are  independent. 


From  the  preceding  equations  we  deduce  the  following, 


for  abbreviation  v for 


putting 
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i 

'd'Du\ 

dv 

(<■ 

lv\  dx 

1 

dxdy)  ~ 

dy 

~Kc 

lx)  dy 

l 

fd'Du\ 

do 

f( 

lv\  dx 

\ 

\dxdz) 

dz 

“b 

lx)  dz  ' 

| 

(d'Du\ 

d'Du 

dv  dx 

/dv' 

\ da? 

d'x 

( dy*  ) 

~ dr? 

dy  dy  + 

[dx. 

>djf- 

Vdjf 

/ d'Du\ 

d'Du 

dv  dx 

dv 

dx 

+(S) 

dx  dx 

[dy  dz) 

dy  dz 

dy  dz 

dz 

dy  dz 

fd'Du\ 

d'Du 

_ dv  dx  i 

'dv'' 

i dx? 

d'x 

\dz'): 

~ dz? 

dz  dz 

:+i 

~,dx) 

’dP~ 

V dz'  ' 

Put  for 


dx  dx  d'x  d'x  d'x 
dy'  dz'"'  dr?  ’ dydz'  dz'  ’ 

tlieir  values  found  from  the  equation  Z = 0 ; thus 


d'x 

V dz  dy  ’ 


dL  fdDu\  _ dL  dDu  dL 
dx  dy  ) dx  dy  + V dy  1 


dL  /dDu\  _ dL  dDu  dL 
dx  V dz  ) dx  dz  ^ V dz  1 


dL  fd?Du\  _ dL  dv  dL 
dx  \dxdy)  . dx  dy  dy  \dx)  ’ 

dL  fd'Du\  _ dL  do  dL  fdv\ 
dx  \dxdz)  dx  dz  dz  \dx)  ’ 


dU  (d?Du\  _ dL  UW  d'Du  dL  dLdv  dU^  /<M) 
dx ' \ dy'  ) dx  {tic*  dy'  dx  dy  dy  dy'  [da:,  J 

dL*  d'L  n dL  dL  d'L  dJ?d?L\ 

V dx?  dy'  dx  dy  dx  dy  dy'  da?  J ’ 

dL*  ,'d'Dn\  _dL  (dL' d'Du  dLdLdv  dL  dL  dv  dLdL/dv\\ 
dx3\dydz)  dx  da?  dydz  dx  dz  dy  dx  dy  dz  dy  dz  \dx) ) 

( dV  d'L  _dLdL  d'L  _dLdL  d'L  dL  dL  d'L ) 

V liir*  dydz  dx  dz  dxdy  dx  dy  dxdz  ^ dy  dz  da?)  ’ 
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dlj  /d*Du\  _ dL  (dL'  d'Du  dL  dL  dv  dL'  /«/»\l 

dx?  V dz'  J dx  [did  dz'  dx  dz  dz  dz1  \dx)] 

(dL'  <PL  dL  dL  ddL_  dU  <PL\ 

V \djd  dz1  dx  dz  dxdz  + dz'  dx'  j ’ 


Substitute  these  values  in 


9' 


J B dz  = J'Wy  dz  ... 


and  use  the  formula  (C)  of  Art.  130;  thus  we  replace  the  integral 
J'i'dydz ...  by  the  sum  of  two  integrals,  namely, 


/{«>*  + « (tsF)  + * $E?)  + -}**-  +/** -I I 


the  first  of  these  integrals  is  completely  reduced,  the  second  is  still 
susceptible  of  reduction.  The  second  integral  is  with  respect  to  the 
variables  z,  ...;  its  limits  depend  on  the  equation  which  will  be 
obtained  by  eliminating  x and  y between 


r n dL  dL 

L = 0,  -j — — 0,  ~y~  — 0. 

dx  dy 


In  fact  this  integral  resembles  the  integral  /'I ' dydz  ...  and  may 
be  treated  in  the  same  way. 


We  have  merely  indicated  the  transformations  which  must 
be  applied  to  the  portion  JDUdxdydz  ...  of  the  variation  8 V; 
because  since  these  transformations  reduce  to  integration  by  parts 
they  belong  to  the  Integral  Calculus  rather  than  to  the  method 
of  variations.  It  is  true  that  one  of  the  fundamental  principles  of 
this  method  consists  in  removing  as  much  as  possible  the  dif- 
ferential coefficients  of  the  variations  which  occur  under  the  in- 
tegral sign;  but  the  calculus  of  variations  only  indicates  this 
operation  and  refers  the  execution  of  it  to  the  Integral  Calculus. 
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133.  The  Academy  of  Sciences  at  Paris  proposed  the  follow- 
ing as  the  subject  of  competition  for  their  great  mathematical  prize 
in  1842;  To  find  the  limiting  equations  which  must  be  combined 
with  the  indefinite  equations  in  order  to  determine  completely  the 
maxima  and  minima  of  multiple  integrals,  the  formula;  to  be  applied 
to  triple  integrals. 

Four  memoirs  were  sent  in  which  were  examined  by  MM. 
Liouville,  Sturm,  Poinsot,  Duhamcl,  and  Cauchy.  The  prize  was 
awarded  to  M.  Sarrus,  and  honourable  mention  was  made  of  M. 
Delaunay. 

With  respect  to  M.  Sarrus  the  judges  said  that,  by  the  aid  of  a 
new  symbol,  which  he  calls  a sign  of  substitution,  he  has  esta- 
blished elegant  and  general  formulae  which  furnish,  under  a conve- 
nient form,  the  variations  of  multiple  integrals  and  enable  us  to 
apply  in  all  cases  the  process  of  integration  by  parts ; he  has  thus 
contributed  in  a remarkable  manner  to  the  improvement  of  analysis, 
and  deserves  the  great  prize  for  mathematics. 

With  respect  to  M.  Delaunay  the  judges  said  that,  although  he 
has  not  given  to  his  processes  all  the  generality  which  could  be 
desired,  yet  he  deserves  honourable  mention  on  account  of  the 
elegance  of  his  formula;,  especially  by  reason  of  the  applications 
which  he  has  made  of  them,  and  his  researches  upon  the  distinction 
of  maxima  and  minima. 

( Comptes  Hendus,  Vol.  xviii.  page  315.) 

We  shall  give  an  account  of  the  memoir  of  Delaunay  in  the 
present  chapter,  and  of  the  memoir  of  Sarrus  in  the  next  chapter. 
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134.  The  memoir  on  the  Calculus  of  Variations,  by  M.  Charles 
Delaunay,  was  published  in  the  29th  Cahier  of  the  Journal  Je 
V Ecole  Poli/technique,  which  is  dated  1843.  The  memoir  extends 
over  pages  37 — 120.  Some  introductory  observations  are  given  in 
the  first  seven  pages.  Delaunay  refers  to  the  method  which  was 
used  in  the  solution  of  problems  in  the  Calculus  of  Variations  by 
those  who  first  studied  the  subject ; these  writers  considered  any 
proposed  integral  as  the  sum  of  an  indefinitely  large  number  of 
terms  depending  on  the  values  of  the  ordinates  of  the  different 
points  of  a curve,  and  they  investigated  the  change  produced  in  the 
sum  by  varying  one  or  more  of  the  ordinates.  By  this  method  they 
obtained  the  differential  equation  of  the  required  curve,  but  they  did 
not  obtain  the  equations  which  must  hold  at  the  limits.  It 
was  first  shewn  by  Poisson  in  his  memoir,  which  was  presented 
to  the  Academy  of  Sciences  in  1831,  that  the  old  method  could  be 
made  to  furnish  the  equations  which  must  hold  at  the  limits  as  well 
as  the  general  differential  equation. 

The  method  of  Lagrange  gives  the  terms  which  exist  at  the 
limits  in  the  case  of  a double  or  multiple  integral,  but  not  in  a con- 
venient form ; they  require  transforming  so  as  to  shew  how  many 
arbitrary  variations  they  involve,  and  to  put  them  in  a convenient 
shape  for  application.  Poisson  led  the  way  in  these  researches,  by 
giving  in  the  memoir  already  cited  the  terms  at  the  limits  in  the 
case  of  a double  integral.  Delaunay  concludes  his  introductory 
observations  with  the  following  sentences.  The  Academy  having 
proposed  for  competition  the  question  of  determining  the  terms  at 
the  limits  for  multiple  integrals,  I have  investigated  the  subject,  and 
I present  this  memoir  as  the  result  of  my  researches,  which  I hope 
leaves  nothing  to  be  desired.  After  my  task  was  completely 
finished,  I became  acquainted  with  a memoir  by  M.  Ostrogradsky, 
in  which  he  overcomes  the  principal  difficulties  of  the  question  pro- 
posed by  the  Academy ; and  his  method  is  nearly  the  same  as 
mine.  But  he  stops  there,  and  does  not  deduce  from  his  method 
the  formula;  which  may  be  used  in  applications.  M.  Ostrogradsky 
and  myself  have  taken  for  a guide  in  our  researches  the  memoir  of 
M.  Poisson ; the  coincidence  of  our  results  proves  then  only  one 
thing,  and  that  is  that  the  course  had  been  so  well  traced  out  by  the 
illustrious  French  mathematician,  that  it  was  impossible  to  wander 
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from  it,  and  thus  to  him  must  belong  the  merit  of  the  subsequent 
discoveries.  [The  memoir  by  M.  Ostrogradsky,  to  which  allusion 
is  made,  is  that  which  we  have  given  in  Chapter  V.] 

135.  The  first  part  of  the  memoir  is  called  variation  of  a defi- 
nite integral;  it  extends  over  pages  43 — 79.  Delaunay’s  investiga- 
tions apply  to  multiple  integrals ; his  method  will  be  sufficiently 
illustrated  by  the  case  of  a triple  integral,  to  which  we  shall  confine 
ourselves,  and  we  shall  not  use  exactly  the  same  notation  as 
Delaunay. 

Let  there  be  a definite  triple  integral 
fffdx  dy  dz  K, 

...  du  du  du 

in  which  K is  supposed  a function  ot  x,  y,  z,  it,  ^ ^ , 

( Fu  d*u 

dx1 ' dxdy' 

The  integration  is  supposed  to  extend  over  all  the  values  of  x,  y, 
and  2 which  render  a certain  function  f(x,  y,  z)  negative.  We 
shall  denote  the  triple  integral  by  U. 

If  we  put  a given  function  of  x,  y,  z in  the  place  of  u,  and  if 
f(x,  y,  z)  be  a known  function,  then  U can  be  calculated.  It  will  be 
necessary  to  effect  successive  integrations,  and  to  take  each  integral 
between  appropriate  limits,  and  these  can  be  determined  in  the  fol- 
lowing manner. 

The  order  of  the  successive  integrations  being  arbitrary,  we  can 
suppose  that  we  integrate  first  with  respect  to  z,  then  with  respect 
to  y,  and  then  with  respect  to  x.  In  the  first  integration  y and  x 
are  regarded  as  constants,  and  the  integration  with  respect  to  z 
extends  over  all  the  values  of  z which  render  f{x,  y,  z)  negative ; 
so  that  we  must  take  for  limits  the  values  of  z which  satisfy 

f(x,  y,  z)  =0 (1). 

The  result  of  the  first  integration  will  be  a known  function  of  x 
and  y and  will  form  the  element  of  a new  integral  with  respect  to 
these  variables,  and  this  integral  must  extend  over  all  the  values  of 
x and  y which  make  the  values  of  z found  from  (1)  real.  These 
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limiting  values  of  x and  y then  are  such  that  if  we  give  one  of 
them  a suitable  indefinitely  small  change  the  roots  of  (1)  pass  from 
real  values  to  imaginary  values.  The  limiting  values  of  x and  y 
must  therefore  be  such  as  to  introduce  equal  roots  into  (1),  so  that 
(1)  must  have  some  roots  in  common  with  the  derived  equation 
relative  to  z. 

The  limiting  values  of  x and  y must  therefore  satisfy  the 
equation 

f ix,  y)  = 0 (2). 

which  is  obtained  by  eliminating  z between 

fix,  y,  z)  = 0 and  = o. 

If  the  sign  of  the  left-hand  member  of  (2)  has  been  properly 
chosen  we  may  say  that  the  new  definite  integral  must  extend  over 
all  the  values  of  x and  y which  render  f (x,  y)  negative. 

There  is  no  difficulty  in  determining  the  limits  of  the  integra- 
tions which  remain  to  be  effected.  For  by  proceeding  as  before 
we  find  that  we  must  integrate  with  respect  to  y considering,  a; 
constant,  and  then  the  limits  of  y are  given  by  (2).  Lastly  the 
limits  of  x are  given  by  the  equation 

/.(*)“  0 (*)» 

which  is  obtained  by  eliminating  y between 

/.  (a.  y)  = 0 an<1  yS)-  = 0. 

Suppose  that  the  equation  (1)  gives  only  two  values  of  z,  and 
denote  them  by  z0  and  z, ; suppose  that  equation  (2)  gives  only 
two  values  of  y,  and  denote  them  by  y0  and  yx ; suppose  that  equa- 
tion (3)  gives  only  two  values  of  x,  and  denote  them  by  a*0  and  aq. 
Then  the  definite  triple  integral  may  be  thus  written  with  the 
limits  expressed, 

U=  ('tlx  [ y\ly  [*'dzK. 
j *0  J Vo  J *0 

Here  z„  and  z,  are  functions  of  x and  y ; ya  and  yt  are  functions 
of  x ; a*„  and  are  constants. 
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If  any  of  the  equations  (1),  (2),  (3)  give  more  than  two  values 
of  the  unknown  quantity  with  respect  to  which  it  is  to  be  solved, 
then  in  order  to  express  the  limits  of  the  integrations  it  will  be 
necessary  to  decompose  U into  several  definite  integrals,  and  the 
limits  for  these  integrals  will  be  determined  by  the  equations  (1), 
(2),  (3).  This  decomposition  of  U presents  no  difficulty,  and  we 
will  not  delay  upon  it ; we  shall  reason  hereafter  on  the  supposition 
that  each  equation  (1),  (2),  (3)  has  two  roots,  and  it  will  be  easy  if 
necessary  to  modify  this  supposition. 


136.  Suppose  that  after  having  given  to  u a particular  value 
in  terms  of  x,  y,  z,  we  augment  the  value  of  u corresponding  to 
each  system  of  values  of  x,  y,  z by  an  indefinitely  small  quantity; 
or,  which  comes  to  the  same  thing,  suppose  that  we  augment  the 
general  expression  for  u in  terms  of  x,  y,  z by  an  arbitrary  inde- 
finitely small  function  Bu  of  the  quantities  x,  y,  z.  Suppose  more- 
over that  we  give  an  indefinitely  small  variation  to  the  function 
f{x,  y,  z).  By  these  changes  the  triple  integral  U will  assume  a 
new  value  which  differs  by  an  indefinitely  small  quantity  from  its 
original  value;  this  indefinitely  small  difference  we  shall  now 
calculate. 


by 

du 

Jy 


The  part  depending  upon  the  variation  of  K is  easily  expressed 
well-known  methods.  If  p denote  any  of  the  quantities  u,  ^ , 
, then  the  corresponding  term  in  the  variation  of  K is 


dKs 

njhp- 


137.  The  only  part  of  BU  to  which  we  need  give  special 
attention  i3  that  which  arises  from  the  variation  of  the  limits  of 
the  integrations.  The  part  of  B U which  arises  from  the  variation 
of  the  limits  of  z is  obviously 

f 'dx  [*‘dyKi8zl  - f ' dx  P' dy  K0Bza, 

J &o  J Vo  * *o  ' Vo 

where  Kt  and  K0  represent  what  K becomes  wlicn  wc  put  zt  and  ~0 
respectively  for  z. 
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To  obtain  the  terms  arising  from  the  variation  of  the  limits  y, 

and  y0  we  must  in  the  integral  j dzK  replace  y by  y,  and  y0 

respectively,  then  multiply  the  first  result  by  8y,  and  the  second 
by  Sy0  and  subtract  the  second  product  from  the  first,  and  finally 
integrate  with  respect  to  x between  the  limits  x0  and  xv 

But  when  y=y,  and  also  when  y = y0  the  limits  zx  and  z0 

become  equal,  so  that  the  integral  f dzK  vanishes;  thus  the 

J * o 

terms  in  S U which  arise  from  the  variation  of  y0  and  yl  are  zero. 
Similarly  8 U will  not  contain  any  term  arising  from  the  variation 
of  xa  and  a?,.  Thus 

+ r'dxf'dyK^z,  - f*‘dx  [V'dyK0Sz0. 

•'  *0  j y»  J *0  J y„ 

138.  A remark  may  be  made  with  respect  to  the  result  just 
obtained,  namely,  that  it  is  only  the  variation  of  the  limits  of  the 
first  integration  which  gives  rise  to  a term  in  BU.  The  student 
may  easily  provide  himself  with  a geometrical  illustration;  sup- 

poBc  that  f{x,y,  z)  is  1,  so  that  the  triple  integral 

extends  throughout  the  interior  of  a certain  ellipsoid.  Let  the 
value  of  f{x,y,  z)  be  changed  by  variation  into 


where  /i  may  be  supposed  indefinitely  small,  so  that  the  varied  triple 
integral  extends  throughout  the  interior  of  a new  ellipsoid  which 
is  similar  to  the  former  and  similarly  situated  and  concentric  with 
it.  Then  the  part  of  BU  which  arises  from  the  variation  of  y0  and 
yl  will  be  easily  seen  to  be,  not  absolutely  zero,  but,  an  indefinitely 
small  quantity,  which  may  be  called  of  the  second  order  if  that 
part  which  arises  from  the  variation  of  z0  and  z,  be  called  of  the 
first  order.  Also  that  part  of  BU  which  arises  from  the  variation 

10 
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of  x0  and  x,  will  be  an  indefinitely  small  quantity  which  may  be 
called  of  the  third  order. 

Thus  it  will  be  observed  that  by  supposing  the  triple  integral  U 
to  be  extended  over  all  the  values  of  x,  y,  z which  render  f (x,  y,  z) 
negative,  the  variation  8 £7  is  free  from  any  terms  arising  from  the 
variation  of  the  limits  of  the  integrals  except  those  which  arise 
from  the  variation  of  the  limits  of  the  first  integration.  This  sim- 
plicity however  is  obtained  by  a corresponding  loss  of  generality 
in  the  results.  The  most  general  supposition  would  be  that  the 
limits  e0  and  z,  are  any  arbitrary  functions  of  x and  y,  that  y0  and 
y,  are  ally  arbitrary  functions  of  x,  and  that  x0  and  xt  are  any  con- 
stants; so  that  no  mention  would  be  made  of  the  function  /(x,y,  z). 
One  of  the  great  merits  of  the  memoir  of  Sarrus  is  that  it  treats  the 
problem  in  this  most  general  sense;  it  will  be  remembered  that 
Ostrogradsky  had  adopted  the  same  limitation  as  Delaunay.  (See 
Art.  129.)  And  in  Poisson’s  researches  on  the  variation  of  a double 
integral  the  same  limitation  occurs,  for  the  integrations  are  sup- 
posed to  extend  over  an  area  bounded  by  a closed  curve.  (See 
Art.  105.) 

139.  We  resume  the  consideration  of  the  value  of  8 £7  given  in 
Art.  137.  The  last  two  terms  in  the  value  of  8 £7  are  united  by 
Delaunay  by  means  of  a new  notation,  which  he  considers  to  pos- 
sess some  advantage  over  that  hitherto  used ; in  order  to  explain 
it  he  says  he  must  enter  into  some  details. 

Let  JJdxdyh  be  a double  integral  which  extends  over  all  the 
points  in  the  plane  of  (x,  y)  comprised  within  the  interior  of  the 
closed  curve  Am  Bn  (see  fig.  4).  Let  y0  and  y,  represent  the  ordi- 
nates of  the  curve  which  correspond  to  any  abscissa  x ; let  x0  and 
x,  be  the  extreme  abscissas  Oa  and  Ob.  Then  the  double  integral 
may  be  expressed  thus, 

(X,dxjy'dyh. 

J*0  Jvo 

Now  suppose  we  have  found  the  indefinite  integral  II  of  hdy,  and 
let  Hi  and  H0  represent  what  11  becomes  when  we  substitute  y, 
and  y„  respectively  for  y.  Then  we  have 

f T'dx  f y'dyh  = [\dx  - fX'H„dx. 

J *<>  Jyo  1 
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Now  suppose  that  a point  starts  from  A and  moves  round  the 
curve  AmBn  in  the  direction  indicated  by  the  arrows  and  finally 
returns  to  A.  Let  dx  denote  the  space  traversed  by  this  point  in 
the  direction  of  the  axis  of  x in  any  indefinitely  small  time,  and 
let  y be  the  variable  ordinate  of  the  point.  Then  the  integral 
JdxH  taken  during  the  time  the  moving  point  describes  the  por- 
tion AmB  wilj  form  the  first  part  of  the  integral  JJdxdyh,  namely, 

r^dx-, 

and  this  same  integral  taken  during  the  time  the  moving  point 
describes  the  portion  Bn  A will  form  the  second  part  of  the  inte- 
gral JJdxdyh,  namely, 

- 

J » 0 

for  in  this  second  part  of  the  motion  dx  is  constantly  negative.  We 
may  then  express  the  integral  Jfdx  dy  h completely  by  Jdx  H ex- 
tended throughout  the  motion  of  the  moving  point,  that  is,  from  its 
departure  from  A until  its  return  to  the  same  point ; this  will  be 
indicated  by  the  notation 

' \(X)dxU. 

h*) 

Besides  the  advantage  of  uniting  in  a single  term  the  two  terms 
which  were  required  to  represent  the  value  of  Jfdx  dy  h,  the  proposed 
notation  has  another  advantage ; for  we  can  express  by  a single 
term  the  integral  jfdx  dy  h in  the  case  in  which  the  limiting  curve 
can  be  intersected  in  more  than  two  points  by  a line  parallel  to  the 
axis  of  y,  as  may  be  easily  seen. 

140.  In  the  last  two  terms  of  the  value  found  for  S U (see  Art. 
137),  we  may  consider  the  quantities  Kfiz,  and  — A'Sz0  as  forming 
the  two  parts  of  a definite  integral  taken  with  respect  to  z between 
the  limits  z„  and  z%.  We  may  therefore,  by  Art.  139,  put 

[r‘dyIT  Sz  — (V'dy  K0Szu  = dy  Khz ; 

Jf o Ji/o  J(y) 

10—2 
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thus 


the  z which  enters  into  the  K of  the  last  line  is  a function  of  x and 
y determined  from  the  equation  f(x,  y,  z)  = 0.  . 


141.  We  must  now  transform  the  terms  in  the  first  part  of  8U 
by  means  of  integration  by  parts.  This  part  of  Delaunay’s  memoir 
is  treated  by  him  with  great  generality ; his  method  will  be  easily 
understood  from  a simple  example  which  we  will  take. 


Let  p stand  for 
and  M for 


<Fu 

dxdydz ’ 

dK 
dp  ’ 


then  we  have  in  the  first  part  of  S27  the  term 


dzM 


d’Su 

dx  dy  dz  ’ 


and  wc  will  take  this  term  and  reduce  it  by  integration  by  parts. 


By  one  integration  by  parts  the  term  becomes 


[*>  , p*')  , ,,  d,6u  fr i , [Si  [*>  , dM  d Su 

L^L  dyMd H * s 

where  in  tlie  first  term  the  notation  is  used  which  was  explained  in 
Art.  139. 


If  we  effect  two  more  integrations  by  parts  in  the  second  of  the 
above  two  expressions  we  shall  easily  see  that  we  shall  finally 
obtaiu  in  the  indefinite  part  of  the  variation  8 U the  term 


we  shall  also  have  some  limiting  terms.  The  limiting  terms  it  is 
not  as  yet  easy  to  write  explicitly,  because  the  limits  of  the  respec- 
tive integrations  will  not  be  the  same  as  those  we  have  hitherto 
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used,  since  the  order  of  the  integrations  becomes  cfianged.  In  fact 
to  reduce  the  term 

J *0  J y0  J *0  dz  dx  dy 

as  much  as  possible  by  integration  by  parts,  we  must  begin  by  in- 
tegrating with  respect  to  x or  y and  not  with  respect  to  z,  as  we 
have  hitherto  supposed.  But  it  will  introduce  confusion  if  we  use 
different  limits,  and  thus  such  a transformation  is  required  of  the 
terms  at  the  limits  as  will  allow  the  integrations  to  bo  all  performed 
in  the  same  order.  This  transformation,  as  Delaunay  says,  formed, 
one  (of  the  principal  difficulties  of  the  problem,  and  he  considers  that 
he  has  accomplished  it  with  all  the  simplicity  desirable.  He  adds 
that  Ostrogradsky  had  arrived  at  the  same  mode  of  transformation 
as  a particular  case  of  a more  general  method,  this  particular  case 
being  however  the  simplest  that  could  be  derived  from  it.  See 
formula  (C)  of  Art.  130. 

142.  Let  for  example  ffNdydz  be  a term  which  has  arisen 
from  an  integration  by  parts  with  respect  to  x and  in  which  wo 
have  not  yet  taken  account  of  the  limits  between  which  the  integral 
is  to  extend,  so  that  AT  is  a function  of  x,  y,  and  z.  In  order  to 
determine  the  limits  we  must  deduce  from  the  equation  f(x,  y,z)  = 0 
the  values  of  x in  terms  of  y and  z ; suppose  we  thus  obtain  two 
values  of  x,  which  we  may  denote  by  x"  and  x',  and  let  N"  and  AT' 
denote  what  AT  becomes  when  x"  and  x are  respectively  put  for  x; 
then  the  integral  may  be  denoted  by  JJ(AT"  — AT)  dydz,  and  it  is 
to  extend  over  all  values  of  y and  z which  make  the  values  of  x 
found  from  f(x,  y,  z)  — 0 real.  We  want  now  to  transform  this 
double  integral  so  that  it  shall  extend  between  the  old  limits ; and 
we  shall  now  shew  that  it  may  be  put  in  the  form 

I 'dx  fS‘dyM,  where  M= 

J J So  “J 

dy 

a 

and  x0  and  xt  are  the  same  quantities  as  have  been  throughout 
denoted  by  these  symbols. 
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For  any  assigned  value  of  y the  equation  f(x,y,  z)  =0,  may  be 
regarded  as  the  equation  to  a plane  closed  curve  AmB  of  which  the 
variable  co-ordinates  are  x and  e.  (See  figure  5.)  Thus  in  the 
double  integral  we  are  considering,  fjdy  dz  N,  if  we  integrate  with 
respect  to  z we  must  extend  the  integral  to  all  values  of  z which 
allow  us  to  deduce  from  the  equation  f{x,  y,  z)  =0  real  values  of 
x,  that  is,  the  limits  of  z must  be  Oa  and  On.  But  by  Art.  139, 

rO»  rtoa) 

(N"-N')dz  = Ndz. 

J Oa  J (Oa) 


Thus  fJNdydz  takes  the  form 

r to.)  ...  " 

The  symbol  | Ndz  indicates  an  integral  taken  throughout  the 

motion  of  a point  which  starts  from  A and  returns  to  A again  after 
moving  round  the  curve  in  the  order  of  the  outside  arrows.  But  if 
we  suppose  a second  point  to  start  from  B and  to  move  round  the 

curve  in  the  order  of  the  inside  arrows  and  return  to  B the  symbol 
riot) 

I Ndx  would  indicate  an  integral  taken  throughout  the  second 

J lOt)  * 

motion.  But  dz  and  dx  being  the  increments  of  z and  x which  cor- 
respond to  the  instants  when  the  moving  point  is  traversing  in 
opposite  directions  the  same  element  of  the  curve,  we  have  obvi- 
ously 

dz  = — ~ dx,  . 

dx  * 

dz 

where  is  the  differential  coefficient  of  z with  respect  to  x de- 
duced from  f(x,  y,  z)  = 0.  Thus 


/■(On)  rlOt) 

dz  N=—  \ dx~N. 
J (On)  J (06)  CtX 


Therefore  the  double  integral  we  are  considering  becomes 


-hr 

J J lot) 


lot)  J, 

dxJ-N. 
dx 
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It  must  be  observed  that  in  N in  the  last  expression  2 is  to  be 
considered  a function  of  x and  not  x of  2.  This  definite  integral 
extends  over  all  the  values  of  x and  y which  allow  of  real  values  of 
2 being  found  from  f{x,  y,  2)  = 0,  as  is  easy  to  see ; and  as  the 
order  of  integration  may  be  changed  at  pleasure,  we  may  take 
that  which  has  already  been  adopted  in  Art.  135.  Thus  we  have 
finally 

JjNdydz,  that  is,  JJ \N"  — N')  dy  dz 


where 


dz 


143.  We  shall  not  reproduce  the  extremely  general  formulte 
which  Delaunay  now  gives  with  respect  to  multiple  integrals,  which 
extend  over  pages  59 — 73  of  his  memoir.  His  method  will  be  suf- 
ficiently illustrated  if  we  give  in  detail  the  investigations  of  the 
variations  of  a double  integral  and  of  a triple  integral,  in  which  we 
shall  suppose  that  no  differential  coefficient  of  a higher  order  than 
the  second  occurs  in  the  proposed  expression.  Let  us  then  consider 
first  the  variation  of  a double  integral. 


_ _ _ . „ „ du  du  d*u  d*u  , 

Let  V be  a function  of  x,  y,  u,  ^ , ^1 , and 

and  let  the  variation  of  17  be  required  arising  from  a varia- 
tion in  u and  a variation  in  the  limits  of  the  integrations. 


du 


The  partial  differential  coefficient  of  .V  with  respect  to  ^ will 


du 


be  denoted  by  V„,  that  with  respect  to  y by  V,,  that  with 

d 


d'u 


respect  to  ^ by  V„,  and  so  on. 
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Then,  as  in  Art.  140, 

BU=  (*'dx  [y'dy  8 F+  f^dxVSy. 
J*  o J Vo  J(*) 

Howt8r-gfa+F.8*+F^J+r.«S 


+ V^y+V^ 


dV, 


dSu 


dSu 


d’Su 


= ±S*+V-^+V'-%  + V-l& 


+ K 


d'Su 

dxdy 


+ Vm 


<PSu 
dy'  ; 


thu8  there  are  six  terms  in  8 V;  and  we  shall  consider  how  these 
six  terms  will  appear  in  5 U. 

The  first  term  is  not  susceptible  of  reduction. 

The  second  term  is  Jjdxdy  Vx  d~ ; 
by  Art.  142  this  gives 


The  third  term 


dSu 


isjjdxdyl,  dy  , 

this  gives  J dx  F„Sk  — JJdxdy  Su. 


The  fourth  term  is 


t PSu 


jjdxdy,^. 


by  one  integration  by  parts  this  gives 

- v f(dxd-jdv~dSu- 

dx  “ dx  J I***9  dx  dx  ’ 
and  by  a second  integration  by  parts  we  obtain 

- r'dx  d/  7„  ~ + [“dx  ^~?Su+[ [dxdy  Su. 
J (2)  dx  dx  J (f)  dx  dx  J J dotr 
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The  fifth  term 


is  JJdxdyV,, 


cPSu 


' dxdy  ’ 

by  integrating  by  parts  with  respect  to  y we  get 


by  a second  integration  by  parts  we  obtain 

r'dxV „ ~ + r'dx  ^ ^2  Sit  + [ [dxdy  dp^f  Su. 
J (2)  dx  J (Cj  dx  dy  J J dx  dy 

The  sixth  term  is  J [dxdy  Vn 

by  one  integration  by  parts  this  gives 

by  a second  integration  by  parts  we  obtain 


'w  dy  jw“~  dy 
Then  by  collecting  the  terms  we  have 

idV  dK  dV.  . <P  V„  d'V. 


stt  [fj  j (dV  d V„  dV  cP  1„  d'V  <PVm\ . 

SV-JJdxd,, (ai-  * -^+-3?-  +E^  + -^r)S“ 

+r*(-fp,+r.+!^+f! 

J(2i  \ fw?  kb  dx  dx  dy  dy  J 

/•w . 

+ I dxVSy. 

J in 

In  this  formula  ^ is  to  be  found  from  the  equation  /(x,  y)  = 0, 

which  determines  the  limits  of  integrations. 

It  will  be  seen  that  in  the  third  line  of  the  value  of  S £7  we  have 

and  , both  occurring  under  the  integral  sign ; we  shall  now 
dx  dy 
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shew  that  the  former  symbol  may  be  expressed  in  terms  of  the 
latter. 

At  the  limits  of  the  integration  y is  a function  of  x determined 
D Su 

by  f{x,  y)  = 0 ; let  denote  the  complete  differential  co- 

efficient of  Sw  with  respect  to  x,  obtained  after  we  have  put  for  y its 
value ; thus  at  the  limit 


Therefore 


D Sm  _ dSu  d$u  dy 
dx  dx  dy  dx ' 


dSu  _ DSu  d&u  dy 
ax  dx  dy  dx' 

dSu 


By  substituting  this  value  of  the  third  line  of  SU  be- 
les 

/>K+ (Dv--  F-l}  f 


comes 
■ w 


The  latter  part  may  be  integrated  with  Tcspect  to.  x by  parts ; 
the  integrated  part  will  vanish  because  the  limits  coincide  ; we 
shall  thus  have 


DSu 

dx 


here  means  the  differential  coefficient  with 


respect  to  x supposing  y a function  of  x found  from  f(x,y)  = 0 ; 
so  that 


R(y  V } - dV"  i dVrv  dy 
dx\  11  dx  “ ) dx  dy  dx 

_dyv  Jj_dv^_(djffdy^ 

da?  ” dx  dx  \dx)  dy 
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Thus  finally 


+ ri,(r,4F,+gl'.t4§-'-^-^ 

Jw  ( * dx  (far  dx  ax  ax  ay 

HD'fj* 

+/>lr"+(l)v--r4}f+/>^ 


144.  We  shall  now  give  the  variation  of  a triple  integral. 

Let  U—  jjjdxdy  dz  V,  that  is  J*‘ dx  j^'dyj  ‘dzV. 

V is  supposed  to  contain  x,  y,  e,  u,  and  the  partial  differential 
coefficients  of  « with  respect  to  x,  y,  z,  up  to  the  second  order 
inclusive. 

Here  BU= jjjdxdy  dzSV+jjjdx^  dyVSzi 

Si  tt  dV  s'  , rr  d&U  jr  d&U  rr  dSu 

*v=dZBu+V‘te  + V’l$  + v-lh 

y cTBu  y d*Bu  y d'Bu  y d*Su  y d’Su  T7  d'Su 
+ “ dx*  + m dy*  + ■ dx*  + * ’dxdy  + y”dxdz  + **  * 

There  will  thus  be  ten  terms  in  8 U arising  from  5 F. 

The  first  term  is  susceptible  of  no  transformation. 

The  second  term  is 

fff,  » » Tr  dSu 


jjjdxdy  dzVa-£; 


by  integration  by  part3  this  gives 


VJu  ~IIh^ds^Su- 
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The  third  term  is 


jjjdx  dy  dz 


dSu 

’~dy’ 


by  integration  by  parts  this  gives 

-jjdxdy^VJu  -Jjjdxdydz—’Su, 

where  we  have  put  JJdxdy  instead  of  J ‘dxj^dy, 
breviation  we  shall  continue  to  use. 

The  fourth  term  is 

///***  nfri 

by  integration  by  parts  this  gives 

Jjdxdy  F,5w  — jj jdx  dy  dz  dJ/  Su. 
The  fifth  term  is 


and  this  ab- 


J j j'dz  dy  dz 


T,  (Thu 


by  one  integration  by  parts  this  gives 
by  a second  integration  by  parts  we  obtain 


The  sixth  term  is 


[Jfadyde  V„ 


d*8u 

"W; 

by  one  integration  by  parts  this  gives 

~ jfady  % v^~  Ufa  dy dz 


dV„  dha 
dy  dy’ 
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by  a second  integration  by  parts  we  obtain 

-\hdy% r"  + fh  d,j  % dJf ** + {fh dy dz  ^ Sm- 


'dy  '»  dy 
The  seventh  term  is 


>dz  V. 


d’Su 


jjjdxdy  u*  .a-d£i, 
by  two  integrations  by  parts  this  gives 

fh** v- ^-fhdy^Su +flhdydg^i Bu- 


The  eighth  term  is 


cT8u 


jjjctcdydz  .ndxdy, 
by  one  integration  by  parts  this  gives 

-Jfay  -jjjdx  dy  dz 

by  a second  integration  by  parts  we  obtain 

-/H'l  "-t  ■ 


dV^  d&u 
dx  dy  ' 


dy  ' 

The  ninth  term  is 

///***  F-ss‘ 

by  one  integration  by  parts  this  gives 


by  a second  integration  by  parts  we  obtain 


fh dy  v-  + fh  dyd£-thu+ If h dy  dz  ss Su- 

The  tenth  term  is 

fffdxdydzV^; 
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. by  two  integrations  by  parts  this  gives 

jfdxdr,vm^  + ffdx  dy  * ^ fe  + ff fix  dy  dz  Su. 

In  these  formula)  ^ and  ^ are  to  be  found  from  the  equation 
determining  the  limits  which  is  supposed  to  be  given,  f(x,  y,  e)  = 0, 
(see  Art.  135).  We  shall  put  p for  ^ and  q for  . 

W-///*** 


. tfr.  , , <f-F„  . 

+ da?  + dy'  ^ dz'  + dxdy^  dxdz  + dydz 
+ fjdxdy{-pVm  - q V,  + V, 


8u 


dVri 


+P-3f+*1i 


dV„  d\r  . dVn 


-dz+* 


dx 


+ p 


dK 

dz 


dV„ 
+ *-d? 


Su 


jjd**{-prm+vm\*z 

ffdxdy[-qV„-pV„+Vm}^ 

ffdxdyjv^ 

ffdxdy  V8z. 


Here  are  six  different  terms  in  8 U;  the  first  involves  a triple 
integral;  the  second  a double  integral  in  which  8u  occurs;  the 

third,  fourth,  and  fifth  double  integrals  in  which  , 

respectively  occur ; the  sixth  a double  integral  in  which  8s  occurs. 
In  all  the  double  integrals  s is  supposed  a function  of  x and  y 
determined  by  f{x,  y,  z)  = 0.  The  third  and  fourth  terms  will  now 

be  modified  so  as  to  get  rid  of  and  . 
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If  as  before  — denote  the  differential  coefficient  of  Su  with 
ax 

respect  to  x after  the  value  of  z has  been  substituted,  we  have  "at 
the  limits 


DSu  dSu  dSu 
dx  dx+^dz’ 


Similarly 


DSu  _dSu  dSu 
dy  dy  + ^ dz 


Therefore  at  the  limits,  as  on  page  154, 

{Jdxdy{-PV„+Va}^= 

jjdxdySu^(pVm  - +JJ< dxdy  [f  V„  -p  ■ 

jjdxdy  \-qV„  -pV„  + V„\  ^ = 

JJdxdySu~(q  V„+p  V„-  +JJ dxdy  (f  V„  +pqV„-q 


Thus  SU  finally  consists  of  the  following  terms : 
the  part  involving  the  triple  integral ; 

the  term  JJdxdy  VSz; 

the  term  Jjdxdy  ^VK-pV„  - qVn  + ptVa,  + q’Vn+pqVnj  ~ ; 

and  a term  JJdx  dy  MSu, 


where  M=  V,—pVm  — qVt 


dv„>dv„  dva 


dv„ 


dz 


iY, 

dz 


+i(pv„-v.)+%{,r„+Pv„-v,). 
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4(,v.+,v.-*)-.r.+f^+^-$-fi£ 

+ <r„+j>ip>+PS^f, 


<F« 


d*z 


<Pz 


wherej-  = 57>  s==^’  < = d^ 

these  being  all  supposed  found  from  f(x,  y,  z)  = 0. 

Thus3/=F.-PFI-2F, 


+ 2^^  + 2^-^ 


rfF„.  „ rfF„  <*F  ,rfF,  , ,<£F„, 

+i>  dz  +r  dz 


+ 2 


^ T w ■ P “ ' nt 

dx  +P 


%+ni-2-%-‘fr'Y.+.v^ 


145.  The  second  section  of  Delaunay’s  memoir  is  entitled 
conditions  that  a definite  integral  may  he  a maximum  or  a minimum ; 
distinction  between  a maximum  and  a minimum.  This  section  extends 
over  pages  79 — 97. 

Delaunay  makes  some  remarks  on  problems  of  relative  maxima 
and  minima,  and  he  arrives  at  a result  which  requires  examination. 
Consider  the  integral  JKdx  where  K is  supposed  to  contain 
different  unknown  functions  y,  z,  ...  and  their  differential  coeffi- 
cients with  respect  to  x.  Suppose  that  this  integral  is  to  be  a 
maximum  or  minimum  at  the  same  time  that  a relation  tf>=*  0 is 
to  hold  between  the  functions  and  their  differential  coefficients. 
Delaunay  then  supposes  that  as  usual  we  proceed  to  find  the  maxi- 
mum or  minimum  of  / ( K + m<j>)  dx,  where  m is  some  function  of  x 
at  present  undetermined.  Delaunay  considers  that  there'  will  be 
different  cases  in  this  problem  according  as  the  differential  coeffi- 
cients which  occur  in  <f>  are,  or  are  not,  qf  a higher  order  than  those 
which  occur  in  K.  If,  for  example,  the  highest  differential  coeffi- 
cient which  occurs  in  <p  is  one  order  higher  than  the  highest  which 
occurs  in  K,  Delaunay  arrives  at  the  result  that  at  each  limit  of 


Digitized  by  Google 


DELAUNAY. 


161 


the  integration  we  must  have  »»  = 0;  if  the  highest  differential 
coefficient  which  occurs  in  <f>  is  two  orders  higher  than  the  highest 
which  occurs  in  K,  Delaunay  arrives  at  the  result  that  at  each 

limit  of  the  integration  we  must  have  m = 0 and  ~ = 0. 

146.  Without  going  into  detail  on  the  subject  we  will  indicate 
two  objections  to  Delaunay’s  conclusions. 

First.  Suppose,  for  example,  that  K involves  differential  co- 
efficients up  to  the  second  order  inclusive,  and  that  <f>  involves 
differential  coefficients  up  to  the  fourth  order  inclusive.  Let  x0  and 
x,  denote  the  limits  of  the  integration,  and  suppose  that  x,  - x,  is 
divided  into  n equal  parts ; and  put  x,  — x,  = nh.  Then  Delaunay 
says  that  the  relation  <j>  = 0 is  meant  to  hold  for  the  following 
values  of  x,  when  n is  supposed  large  enough : 

*o+3  h,  a!0+4 A,...,  x„  + (n  — 4)  A,  x0+(n-3)A; 
that  is  to  say,  it  is  not  meant  to  hold  for  the  values 

*0>  *»+*>  *o  + 2*>  Xl> 

For  <f>  involves  differential  coefficients  of  the  fourth  order,  and  such 
differential  coefficients  may  be  supposed  to  depend  upon  four  con- 
secutive values  of  x ; so  that  if  for  example  we  suppose  <f>  = 0 to 
hold  when  x = x,—  2h,  a value  xt+h  would  be  involved  in  tf>,  which 
lies  beyond  the  limits  of  our  integration.  The  reply  is  simple ; 
the  proposer  of  a problem  may  attach  his  own  meaning  to  his  con- 
ditions ; he  may  say  that  <f>  is  to  be  zero  for  all  values  of  x within 
the  limits  x0  and  xt,  or  he  may  say  that  <f>  is  to  be  zero  for  all 
values  of  x within  the  limits  x0  + 3 A and  x,  — 3 h.  Thus  Delaunay’s 
investigations  do  in  effect  attach  one  of  two  possible  meanings  to 
a certain  condition,  but  probably  not  the  meaning  which  would 
generally  be  attached  to  such  a condition. 

Secondly.  Let  us  now  take  Delaunay’s  own  view  of  the  mean- 
ing of  the  condition  and  examine  if  his  conclusions  hold.  We  have 

then  the  following  problem:  f ' Kdx  is  to  be  a maximum  or  a 

J *0 

minimum  while  the  condition  <f>  = 0 is  to- hold  for  all  values  of  x 
comprised  between  £„  and  f,,  where  £,  and  lie  themselves  be- 
tween xQ  and  xt.  In  Delaunay’s  problem  the  difference  between 

11 
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x0  and  f0  is  infinitesimal,  and  so  is  the  difference  between  and  xv 
but  we  need  not  restrict  ourselves  with  this  limitation.  We  have 
then  to  make  the  variation  of  the  following  expression  zero : 

(*°Kdx  + [*'(£+  m<f> ) dx  + ( X'Kdx. 

1 £o  1 Ei 


The  variation  as  usual  will  consist  of  two  parts,  an  integrated 
part  and  a part  still  remaining  under  the  sign  of  integration.  To 
make  the  latter  part  vanish  we  must  take  a solution  which  leads 
to  discontinuity  in  the  form  of  our  functions;  that  is,  a certain 
equation  or  certain  equations  will  be  obtained  which  must  hold 
between  the  limits  x0  and  £„  and  also  between  the  limits  £,  and  xlt 
and  a certain  other  equation  or  certain  other  equations  will  be 
obtained  which  must  hold  between  the  limits  f0  and  There 
will  be  no  objection  to  this  discontinuity  in  form  provided  we  can 
also  make  the  integrated  part  of  the  variation  vanish ; this  we  must 
now  consider.  The  integrated  part  which  occurs  at  the  lower 


limit  of  8 I °Kdx  and  the  integrated  part  which  occurs  at  the  upper 
J*o 

limit  of  8 j 'Kdx  may  be  made  to  vanish  in  the  usual  way  by  a 
proper  disposal  of  the  constants  which  occur  in  the  integral  of  the 
differential  equation  obtained  by  making  8 Jxdx  = 0.  The  inte- 


grated part  which  occurs  at  the  lower  limit  of  8 '(K+m<f>)dx  will 

partly  unite  with  that  which  occurs  at  the  upper  limit  of  8 I Kdx  • 

J *0 

and  the  integrated  part  which  occurs  at  the  upper  limit  of 
8 (K  + m<f>)  dx  will  partly  unite  with  that  which  occurs  at  the 


lower  limit  of  8 j ^Kdx.  Theoretically  the  complete  set  of  terms  at 

the  limit  and  the  complete  set  of  terms  at  the  limit  can  be 
made  to  vanish  by  a proper  disposal  of  the  constants  which  occur 
in  the  integral  of  the  differential  equation  obtained  by  making 


sj(K+  m<p)  dx  — 0. 
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We  njust  now  examine  some*  of  these  terms  more  particularly. 
We  have  already  supposed  y to  denote  one  of  the  variables  which 
occur  in  K ; put 


dy 

dx 


=2»> 


A 

dx* 


— s. 


Then  among  the  terms  of  the  integrated  part  we  shall  have 


(dm<f>  d dm<f>\ 


and  Sr  and  Sq  will  not  occur  elsewhere  among  the  integrated  terms. 
And  as  m is  supposed  a function  of  x only  we  have 


dm<b  dd>  dmd>  d<t> 

~dT  ~m~d~s'  ~dV  ~m  dr’ 


Thus  Sr  and  Sq  will  disappear  from  the  integrated  part  if  we  have, 
at  the  limits  and 


-$  — 0 and 
ds 


d<f> 

Tr 


dd<f> 

Txmds=°- 


The  last  relations  are  satisfied  if  at  both  the  limits  we  have 
. , dm  . 

m = 0 and  -j-  = 0 

dx 


•(i) 


as  Delaunay  states ; but  they  are  also  satisfied  if  at  both  limits 

# = 0 and  ^=0 (2). 

as  dr  dx  ds 


Moreover  if  r and  q are  to  have  given  values  at  the  limits  £„  and 
then  Sr  and  Sq  are  themselves  zero  at  these  limits,  and  then  neither 
(1)  nor  (2)  need  hold. 

We  conclude  then  that  Delaunay’s  results  are  not  necessarily 
true  even  for  the  special  meaning  which  he  attaches  to  the  con- 
dition <f>  = 0. 

We  shall  presently  consider  a problem  which  will  illustrate  the 
preceding  remarks;  sec  Art.  158.  Mr  Jellett  has  indicated  his 
dissent  from  Delaunay’s  conclusions;  see  his  Calculus  of  Varia- 
tions, page  362. 

11—2 
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147.  Delaunay  makes  some  remarks  on  the  distinction  between 
maxima  and  minima  values  of  an  integral  in  the  following  words. 
Legendre  was  the  first  who  considered  this  question,  but  he  only 
applied  his  method  to  simple  integrals.  Lagrange  modified  the 
method,  and  Jacobi  rendered  it  as  complete  as  possible  by  reducing 
the  investigations  which  it  requires  to  the  general  process  of  inte- 
gration by  parts.  But  neither  of  them  I believe  attempted  to 
extend  the  method  to  multiple  integrals.  In  examining  this 
question  I have  found  that  the  generalisation  of  Legendre’s  method 
presents  no  difficulty,  at  least  if  his  steps  are  followed.  But  the 
generalisation  of  the  completeness  which  Jacobi  has  given  to  the 
method  appears  to  me  to  present  great  difficulties,  and  I shall  not 
enter  upon  it. 

Delaunay  then  extends  Legendre’s  method  to  a double  integral ; 
he  confines  himself  to  the  case  in  which  no  differential  coefficients 
of  a higher  order  than  the  second  occur  in  the  integral  which  is  to 
be  made  a maximum  or  minimum.  The  problem  which  Delaunay 
considers  had  been  previously  solved  by  Brunacci,  who  had  arrived 
at  the  same  results  as  Delaunay  gives.  The  investigation  is  repro- 
duced by  Sir  Jellett  in  his  Calculus  of  Variations,  pages  269 — 272. 

Jacobi’s  additions  to  Legendre’s  method  will  be  explained  here- 
after ; and  we  shall  see  that  the  investigations  of  Jacobi  have  been 
generalised  so  as  to  apply  to  multiple  integrals. 

148.  The  third  section  of  Delaunay’s  memoir  is  entitled  ap- 
plication of  the  preceding  theories  to  some  examples ; this  section 
extends  over  pages  97 — 120,  and  contains  four  examples. 

The  first  example  is  to  find  the  curve  which  has  a constant 
curvature  and  has  a maximum  or  minimum  length  between  two 
points.  Delaunay  intimates  that  this  example  is  to  bear  upon 
the  results  given  in  Art.  145. 

Let  x,  y,  t be  the  rectangular  co-ordinates  of  any  point  in  the 
sought  line ; x0  and  x,  the  abscissae  of  the  extreme  points.  Take  x 
as  the  independent  variable  and  use  the  ordinary  notation  for 
differential  coefficients ; then  the  length  of  the  curve  is 

f*V(l  + y'%  + er)  dx, 

J X, 
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which  is  to  be  S maximum  or  minimum ; and 

V{y-+^+«v”-ffVr{ 

(i+y+O* 

is  the  reciprocal  of  the  radius  of  curvature  which  is  to  have  a 

constant  value : this  constant  value  we  shall  denote  by  - . 

P 

Thus  we  proceed  in  the  usual  way  to  make  j 1 Vdx  a maximum 
or  minimum,  where 


F=V(t+y,  + *’)  +m  £ 


(1+^  + 0*  P 


J- 


By  the  ordinary  principles  of  the  subject  we  have  the  follow- 
ing equations  as  necessary  for  the  existence  of  a maximum  or 
minimum : 

d dV__cP  §V_ 
dx  dy  da. ? dy"  ’ 

±dV_d^dV_n 

dx  dz'  dad  da  ~ °- 


Therefore  by  integration 

dV_£  dV_ 

• dy  dx  dy"  * 

d V £ dV_o 

dz  dx  dz"  ~ P 


(1), 

(2), 


where  a and  /?  are  two  arbitrary  constants. 

The  solution  of  the  problem  then  depends  on  equations  (1)  and 
(2)  together  with 

vfar+^+w,-yv,n  i -0  (8) 

(l+y’  + O*  P 

This  is  as  far  as  Delaunay  carries  the  general  solution ; he  adds 
the  following  remark.  Since  it  is  impossible  to  obtain  the  general 
solution  we  may  inquire  if  the  circle  which  is  the  only  plane 
curve  of  constant  curvature  satisfies  all  the  conditions;  on  trial 
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we  shall  find  that  the  equations  (1),  (2),  (3)  are  satisfied  when  we 
establish  the  following  relations  between  x,  y,  z and  m ; 

z = ay  + bx  + c (4), 

{1+i*+2ajy+(i+«*)y*i* 

P~  y'V(  l+a'  + i*)  W’ 

m = p |v(i  + y 1 + O - ay  - & - (6)- 

And  hence  he  infers  that  the  circle  is  a solution  of  the 
problem. 

149.  This  problem  will  lead  us  into  a long  discussion;  we 
shall  begin  by  carrying  the  general  solution  a little  further  in 
Delaunay’s  notation.  We  shall  obtain  two  first  integrals  of  the 
equations  (1)  and  (2) ; for  this  purpose  it  will  be  necessary  to 
develope  these  equations  (1)  and  (2). 

Let  n stand  for 

VfeT  + «"  + (zy"  - y'z'Tl  and  g for  V(1  +«/”  + O. 

so  that  a is  the  length  of  the  curve  measured  from  some  fixed 
point  up  to  the  point  (x,  y,  z) ; then  we  shall  find  that 


dV  z my"(z'y"  —y'z")  Smfix' 
dz  ~ 7?3  + /ds y /(&Y  ’ 

dx  ^ \dx)  \dx) 
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Multiply  equation  (1)  by  y"  and  equation  (2)  by  a"  and 
add;  thus 

. ..  . o.„  J/'y"  + z'z"  3 mp.(y'y" + a'a")  „ d dV  „ d dV 

ay  +pz  y ass5 

dx  \dx) 

y'y"  + z'z"  3m  (j/'y"  + z'z")  „ d dV  „ d c?F_ 

V dx  dy"  Z dx  ds"  ’ 


and 


dx  dy" 


and 


dV.  „,dV 


df 


da" 


8-1  &j 

1 

1 

—y  2 

d dV  d 

( „dV  . 

,.dV\ 

dx  da"  dx 

V dy"  + 2 da")' 

d m 

,„dV 

...  d V 

~ dx  p 

y dy" 

2 dT> 

1 m 111  , 11  111  , 

— 73s?j yy  +zs  +{*y 

,dV_  ,„dV 
dy"  2 da" 


in  pAp. in  dp.  _ 

~ (cls^  dx  pp  dx  ’ 


^^dx) 


since 


LO 

„ . n „ v'.v"+«V'  m (3  {y'y"  + a'z")  1 dp\  dm 

*y  +&  ^ — p i — 

dx  \dx) 

— .v'.v"  + z'a"  d m 

ds  dx  p ’ 
dx 


Therefore  by  integration 

Tit 

«y'  + /9a'  + 7 = V(l+y'*  + *'i)--. 

where  7 is  an  arbitrary  constant.  Thus 

m = p { V(1  + >/”  + a1*)  - ay'  - &z  - 7}  (7). 
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dV 

Again,  by  ordinary  transformations  the  values  obtained  for  tt, 
dV 

and  ^rr,  may  be  written  thus : 

dV  _m  d'y  ds  dV  _m  d'z  ds 
dy"  ft  da1  dx  ’ de"  ft  da1  dx  ‘ 

Multiply  equation  (1)  by  ~ and  (2)  by  ~ and  subtract;  thus 

•s-'J 


d's 

mdp 


{y'z’-zy") 


d m ds  (dy  d'z  dz  d'y\ 
dx  ft  dx  \5«  ds*  ds  ds *)  ’ 


and 


dz  d'y\ 
ds  dd) 


; thus 


dz  Rdy  _m  d's  (dy  d’z  dz  d'y\  d m ds  (dy  d'z  dz  d'y\ 

° ds  ds  ft  dad  v&  ds ' ds  ds')  + dx  ft  dx  ds * ds  ds*) 

_dx  d m (dsP  (dy  d'z  dz  d'y\ 

ds  dx  ft  \dx)  [ds  ds'  ds  ds')  ’ 


dx 


Divide  by  ^ and  then  integrate ; thus 
where  C is  an  arbitrary  constant. 


(®)» 


And,  since  — 
M 


(ds\*  (dy  (Pz  _dz  d'y\  _ m y’s"  — zy" 
\dx)  \c£s  da*  3s  ds')  ~ ft  ds 

dx 


pm{y‘z"~zy") 

(l+y'  + zy  ’ 
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we  may  write  equation  (8)  thus : 


az 


-@y+C= 


pm  (y'z"  - z'y") 

(1  +y'+zy 


(9). 


Equations  (7)  and  (9)  are  the  integrals  it  was  proposed  to 
obtain ; the  problem  is  thus  reduced  to  depend  upon  the  solution 
of  equations  (3),  (7)  and  (9).  The  value  of  m from  (7)  may  be  sub- 
stituted in  (9)  and  the  result  will,  with  equation  (3),  constitute  two 
simultaneous  differential  equations  of  the  second  order  for  determin- 
ing the  required  curve. 


150.  We  have  not  yet  verified  Delaunay’s  statement  that 
equations  (4),  (5)  and  (6)  give  a solution  of  the  problem;  we  shall 
arrive  at  this  result  most  easily  by  arranging  the  whole  solution  of 
the  problem  as  far  as  it  can  be  completed  in  a symmetrical  manner. 
Take  the  arc  s for  the  independent  variable;  then  we  have 


(£)’+ (£)‘+ (£)’--*  (SH§)‘+ (£)'-?-». 

and  subject  to  these  conditions  we  have  to  make  [ ds  a maximum 

J*0 

or  a minimum.  We  may  then  in  the  usual  way  consider  that  we 

have  to  make  [ ‘ Vds  a maximum  or  a minimum,  where 
Jh 

{© +® +©•-  ■} +y  • 

x 

Here  - and  — denote  functions  of  a at  present  undetermined. 


Hence  in  the  usual  way  we  obtain  a3  the  necessary  equations 
for  a. maximum  or  a minimum, 


d* 

, d'x 

. dx 

A 

ds‘ 

ds'  ' 

ds 

xTs 

= 0 

d' 

x'Sr- 

_d_ 

— o 

ds' 

ds' 

ds 

ds 

d' 

, d'z 

_d_ 

xdz 

ds' 

X ds'~ 

ds 

XTs 

= 0 
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Therefore  by  integration 


d_ 

, d3x 

dx 

ds 

x dT 

'x7h 

d 

ds 

ds* 

ds 

d_ 

, d*z 

xde 

ds 

X ds1' 

(11). 


Multiply  the  first  of  equations  (11)  by  ^ and  the  second 
dx 

by  and  subtract ; thus 


/dy  d*x  dx  dly\  d\'  /dy  d3x  _ dx  d3y\  dy  . dx 

\tls  ds1  ds  ds  J ds  \ds  da'  ds  ds3)  ~ ° ds  ds’ 

By  integration  we  deduce  the  first  of  the  following  three  equations, 
and  the  other  two  may  be  obtained  in  a similar  manner, 


.(12). 


In  these  equations  f f,  and  f"  are  arbitrary  constants.  This 
method  of  solution  is  given  by  Mr  Jellett;  see  his  Calculus  of 
Variations,  page  195. 

151.  We  have  not  yet  considered  the  integrated  part  of  the 
variation.  We  suppose  that  the  extreme  points  of  the  curve  are 
fixed.  Then  with  the  notation  of  Art.  149  the  integrated  part  of 
the  variation  will  consist  of 


dV 

dy" 


* +d^8z- 


If  we  suppose  that  there  is  no  restriction  on  the  tangents  at  the 

limiting  points,  then  since  Sy‘  and  Bz'  are  independent,  we  must 

dV  dV  ... 

have  -m  = 0 and  ~rrr  = 0 at  both  the  limits  in  order  that  the  in- 
dy  dz 
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tegrated  part  of  the  variation  may  vanish.  Hence  from  the  known 
expressions  for  ^77  and  ^7  we  must  either  have  m = 0 at  both 
limits,  or  else  we  must  have  simultaneously 

y"  + *'  («>' ' - y'z")  = 0,  and  z"  -y  ( zy " - y'z")  = 0, 


at  one  limit  or  at  both  limits.  But  the  latter  equations  are  not 
admissible,  for  they  lead  by  squaring  and  adding  to 


y"%  + + (y”  + O (z'y"  - y'z")'  + 2 (zy"  - y'z'')’  = 0, 


and  this  would  make  that  expression  vanish  which  is  always  equal 
to  the  constant  ^ by  hypothesis. 


152.  Let  us  now  examine  the  form  of  the  integrated  part  when 
we  adopt  the  method  of  solution  given  in  Art.  150. 

The  integrated  part  consists  of  the  following  terms ; 
first,  Ir&9, 

secondly,  ^ ^ (8x  — ^ 8s  j together  with  two 

similar  terms  in  y and  z, 

thirdly,  V (8  ~ — ^ together  with  two  similar 


terms  in  y and  z. 


Since  the  extreme  points  arc  supposed  fixed  8x,  8y,  and  8z 
vanish;  hence  by  using  equations  (11)  we  obtain  for  the  inte- 
grated part 


dx  , dy 

'St,4 


+ 


dz 

°da 


dx  d'tj  . dy  d'z  - dz\ 
d^+  df  ds+d?  da)' 


where  it  is  to  be  observed  that  V=l. 


It  will  now  be  convenient  to  determine  X';  for  this  purpose 
multiply  equations  (11)  by  , ^7,  respectively,  and  add; 

thus 


p*  ds  + ds*  + d*i’ 
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therefore 


X dx  , dy  , dz  , 

-j  = a-r-  + &-/  + c-r  + a constant ; 
p as  as  da 


and  in  order  that  the  coefficient  of  8s  in  the  integrated  part  of  the 
variation  may  vanish  this  constant  must  equal  unity,  so  that 

X'  , dx  , dy  dz 

-,  = 1 +a-r  + b-f  + c-r. 
p ds  da  da 

In  order  that  the  rest  of  the  integrated  part  of  the  variation 
may  vanish  it  may  be  shewn  as  in  Art.  151  that  X'  must  vanish  at 
both  limits  of  the  integration;  this  is  proved  by  Mr  Jellett  on 
page  197  of  his  work. 

The  value  of  X may  also  be  found ; for  this  purpose  multiply 
equations  (11)  by  ^ , ~ , — , respectively,  and  add ; thus 

. . , /dx  d'x  dy  dsy  dz  d*z\  dx  . dy  dz 

X'  dx  ,dy  dz  2X' 

153.  Now  return  to  equations  (12)  of  Art.  150  and  remember 
the  result  just  mentioned  that  X'  vanishes  at  both  limits  of  the 
integration.  Take  the  origin  of  co-ordinates  at  one  of  the  fixed 
points ; then  since  we  have  simultaneously  x = 0,  y = 0,  z—  0,  X'=  0, 
it  follows  that  /=  0,  f = 0,  /"  = 0 ; multiply  equations  (12)  by 

^ , respectively,  and  add ; thus  we  obtain 
(ay  ~te)^  + (cx-az)  ^ + (Iz-cy)  ^ = 0, 

/ dz  dy\  , ( dx  dz\  , f dy  dx\ 

This  equation  may  be  integrated  by  assuming 


it  leads  to 


y = ux,  z = vx; 
ay  — bx  = n (az  — cx), 
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where  n is  a constant;  this  is  the  equation  to  a plane  passing 
through  the  origin.  Thus  the  required  curve  is  a plane  curve,  and 
as  a circle  is  the  only  plane  curve  of  constant  curvature,  we  obtain 
a circle  as  the  required  solution. 

154.  The  preceding  article  is  due  to  Mr  Jellett;  it  will  be 
seen  that  it  adds  something  to  the  result  enunciated  by  Delaunay; 
for  Delaunay  stated  that  a circle  is  a solution  of  the  problem,  while 
Mr  Jellett  shews  that  if  there  is  no  restriction  on  the  tangents  at 
the  extreme  points  the  required  curve  must  be  a piano  curve  and 
therefore  a circle. 

Some  further  remarks  however  are  necessary  here.  The  pro- 
posed problem  may  be  understood  in  two  senses ; for  we  may  be 
required  to  find  a curve  of  maximum  or  minimum  length  while  the 
curvature  has  some  constant  value,  or  wc  may  be  required  to  find 
a curve  of  maximum  or  minimum  length  while  the  curvature  has 
an  assigned  constant  value. 

In  the  first  case,  when  the  curvature  is  merely  required  to  be 
constant,  we  may  take  p as  large  as  we  please,  and  thus  the  solution 
will  degenerate  into  the  straight  line  joining  the  two  given  points. 
Let  us  next  consider  the  second  case,  in  which  the  curve  must  have 
an  assigned  constant  curvature;  it  might  then  be  impossible  to 
draw  an  arc  of  a circle  so  as  to  have  a given  curvature  and  to  pass 
through  two  given  points,  and  in  fact  this  could  not  be  done  if 
the  given  points  are  at  a greater  distance  than  the  diameter  of 
a circle  which  has  the  assigned  curvature.  It  becomes  a question 
then,  what  the  solution  of  the  problem  is  in  such  a case  where  the 
distance  of  the  given  points  is  too  great  to  allow  of  their  being 
connected  by  an  arc  of  a circle.  We  shall  shew  that  the  problem 
is  solved  by  a set  of  arcs  of  the  required  curvature. 

Let  A and  B be  the  two  fixed  points  (sec  figure  6). 

Let  A CD,  DEF,  FOB  be  three  equal  arcs  of  the  assigned 
curvature,  and  let  them  be  placed  so  as  to  have  a common  tangent 
at  the  points  of  junction  D and  F ; then  we  shall  shew  that  the 
curve  A CDEFGB  constitutes  a solution  of  the  problem  under  con- 
sideration. 
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For  let  ns  suppose  the  quantity  s,  — sc  divided  into  three  parts 
°i  ~ a*'  ffo-8o>  then 

f'  vds  = \°°  r*  + f"1  ir*+  f'1  r<&, 

j #o  » ' cr0  J ctj 

and  the  variation  of  the  left-hand  member  will  be  zero  if  the 
variation  of  the  right-hand  member  be  so. 

Now  consider  8 [ Vds.  The  part  of  this  which  remains  under 

the  sign  of  integration  vanishes  when  equations  (12)  arc  satisfied. 
And  by  proceeding  as  in  Art.  1 52  it  appears  that  if  vanishes  at 
both  limits  the  integrated  part  at  the  lower  limit  will  entirely 
vanish  and  the  integrated  part  at  the  upper  limit  will  reduce  to 

— ( ahx  + b8y  + cSz ) ; 

this  term  remains  because  the  upper  limit  is  now  not  a fixed  point. 
The  term  just  exhibited  is  destroyed  by  a similar  term  which  occurs 

at  the  lower  limit  of  8 I Fds,  if  a,  b,  c retain  the  same  values. 

J <r  o 

In  this  way  we  sec  that  we  shall  have 

8 f'*  Vds  + 8 T*  + 8 f Vds  = 0 

J to  J *0  J ^1 

for  the  system  of  arcs  in  figure  C,  provided  that  a,  b,  c retain  the 
same  values  for  all  the  arcs. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  by  Art.  152, 

(.«. 

moreover  the  common  tangent  at  D makes  the  same  angle  with  AD 
as  the  tangent  at  B,  and  the  common  tangent  at  F makes  the  same 
angle  with  AB  as  the  tangent  at  A ; thus  if  a,  b,  c retain  the  same 
values  throughout  the  arcs,  A'  vanishes  at  F and  B if  it  vanishes 
at  A and  D. 

Thus  all  that  we  have  to  do  is  to  shew  that  equations  (12)  are 
true  for  all  the  arcs  in  figure  6 while  a,  b,  c retain  the  same 
values  throughout,  and  A'  has  the  value  given  in  (13).  That  is,  in 
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effect  we  have  to  shew  that  equations  (12)  and  (13)  are  true  for  a 
circle  of  radius  p without  imposing  any  restriction  on  the  co-ordi- 
nates of  its  centre  which  it  may  he  impossible  to  fulfil. 


Since  the  direction  of  the  axes  is  in  our  power,  let  us  suppose 
that  A is  the  origin,  AD  the  direction  of  the  axis  of  x,  and  the 
plane  of  the  arcs  the  plane  of  (x,  y),  Then  s = 0 ; thus  wc  must 
have  /=  0,  f = 0,  f"  = 0,  c = 0 in  (12),  so  that  these  equations 
reduce  to 


where 


cPx  dx  d* y\ 


ay- 


ds  ds 1 ds  ds 


lx 


(14) , 

(15) . 


Now  let  (x  — hy  + (y  — &)*  = p*  be  the  equation  to  the  circle  of 
which  the  first  arc  A CD  is  a portion ; and  suppose  that  the  axis 
of  y is  taken  so  that  k i3  positive.  Wc  shall  have 


and 

from  these  we  deduce 


<*-*);5  + <r-*>g  = 0, 
£)’+&)■-» 


dx  _ y-k  dy_ 
ds~±  p ’ ds  ~ + 


x — h 


(i6); 


dx 


and  supposing  that  s increases  with  x so  that  ^ is  positive  wc 
must  take  the  lower  signs ; 


then 


d'x  _ 1 dy  _ x — h 

ds  * p ds  pa  ’ 

(Dy  _ 1 dx  _ y — k 

ds1  p ds  p‘ 


Thus  that  (14)  and  (15)  may  be  true,  we  require  that 

y — k . x—  h\  1 , 

> ^ l * j - = ay  — ox, 


-Pa(l~«' 


' + b 1 

P P 


so  that 


1 + «*-m  = (K 


(17), 


is  the  only  relation  between  the  constants. 
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Now  we  have  already  supposed  that  X’  vanishes  both  at  A and 
D ; at  these  points  ~ has  the  same  value  while  ^ has  values 
numerically  equal  but  of  opposite  sign. 


We  must  therefore  have  b = 0,  so  that  (17)  reduces  to 


= 0. 


Now  suppose  A'  and  1c  the  co-ordinates  of  the  centre  of  the 
circle  of  which  the  second  arc  DEF  is  a portion.  Proceeding 
as  before  we  shall  find  that  we  must  now  use  the  upper  signs 
in  the  equations  which  replace  (16),  and  we  shall  finally  arrive  at 


1 


ah' 


9 


= 0. 


Thus  k and  k'  are  equal  in  magnitude  and  of  opposite  sign, 
and  this  is  the  only  condition  necessary  to  ensure  that  equations 
(14)  and  (15)  shall  hold  for  both  arcs  with  the  same  values  of 
the  constants  a and  b ; and  this  condition  is  satisfied  by  the 
figure. 

The  relation  expressed  by  1 + ~ = 0,  or  1 — = 0,  is  in  fact 

the  same  as  that  which  must  hold  in  order  that  X'  may  vanish 
at  A and  D. 

We  have  supposed  in  the  figure  three  arcs,  but  it  is  obvious 
that  the  reasoning  we  have  used  will  apply  whatever  may  be 
the  number  of  arcs;  and  as  we  may  make  this  number  as  great 
as  we  please,  we  can  finally  obtain  a curved  line  which  differs 
in  length  by  as  small  a quantity  as  we  please  from  the  straight 
line  AB. 

Thus  when  the  curvature  is  to  have  an  assigned  constant  value, 
the  solution  will,  as  in  the  former  case,  coincide  practically  with 
the  straight  line  which  joins  the  two  given  points. 


155.  In  the  preceding  four  articles  we  have  supposed  that 
there  is  no  restriction  on  the  tangents  at  the  extreme  points.  If 
the  directions  of  the  tangents  at  the  extreme  points  are  given, 
it  will  no  longer  be  necessary,  as  in  Art.  152,  that  X'  should 
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vanish  at  both  limits.  If  the  tangents  at  the  extreme  points  arc 
equally  inclined  to  the  straight  line  which  joins  the  extreme  points, 
and  if  also  the  two  tangents  and  the  straight  line  are  in  the  same 
plane,  then  if  the  value  of  the  curvature  is  not  assigned,  it  will 
be  possible  to  satisfy  the  conditions  of  the  problem  by  a series 
of  circular  arcs  as  in  Art.  154;  and  if  the  value  of  the  curvature 
is  assigned,  it  will  be  possible  to  satisfy  the  conditions  of  the 
problem  by  such  an  arc  or  such  a series  of  arcs,  if  the  distance 
of  the  extreme  points  and  the  magnitude  of  the  radius  of  curva- 
ture and  the  directions  of  the  tangents  have  been  given  suitably, 
but  not  otherwise.  But  no  solution  has  hitherto  been  given  for 
the  general  problem  when  the  directions  of  the  tangents  at  the 
extreme  points  are  assigned  in  a perfectly  arbitrary  manner. 

156.  We  will  shew  that  in  certain  cases  a helix  may  be 
the  solution  of  the  problem.  For  suppose  in  equations  (12)  that 

a = 0,  i = 0,/'  = 0,/"  = 0; 
x = h cos  0,  y = h sin  6,  z = kO ; 

*=V(F  + F), 

y dy  x dz  k 

¥+¥]'  7(F+F)’ 

x d*y  y d*z  n 

V&’  dF~~V+Jd'  d?~  ’ 

The  first  of  equations  (12)  when  these  values  are  substituted 
becomes 

P I1  + VP5+F)}  (£*  + £*)» = (18)’ 

and  the  other  two  become 

pt  l1  + V(A’  + F)}  (tf7F)t  = c (19)- 

A*  + 

And  p = — ^ — ; thus  from  (19)  we  shall  obtain 

kd{h'  + k')  = c(A*-**) (20); 

12 


assume 

thus 


, dx 
and  -r- : 
ds 


<Px 


V(> 

Fh 
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and  from  (18) 


^ cA*  h'ih'+k')* 
f~k~  h'-tf 


(*1). 


It  appears  from  (20)  and  (21)  that  we  cannot  have  h = k,  and 
with  this  exception  a helix  may  be  a solution  of  the  problem. 


157.  We  will  now  return  to  Delaunay’s  notation.  It  may  be 
shewn  by  performing  some  ordinary  transformations  that  the  equa- 
tions (1)  and  (2)  may  be  written  thus : 


dy  /,  2 m dx\  d ( dr  d'y\ 

da  v'p^ds)-*’ 


dz  / 2nt  dx\  d [ dx  d'z\  0 

ds  p da)  da  \P  da  da') 


P 

2 m dx' 
P 


d f dx  d'z 


These  coincide  with  the  second  and  third  of  equations  (11) 
by  supposing 


70  dx  , 2m  dx 

a — —b,  p = — c,  mp  ^ - = X , and  1 — — = 


that  is 


\=  1 - 


2\' 


And  the  equation  (7)  may  be  written 

dx  ( . dy  n dz  dx] 


dx 

and  thus  the  value  of  mp  coincides  with  that  found  for  X'  in 


Art.  152,  by  supposing  7 = — a. 

From  equations  (1),  (2)  and  (7)  in  the  form  in  which  they 
are  here  given,  we  can  deduce  an  equation  coincident  with  the 
first  of  equations  (11) ; so  that  the  two  solutions  agree,  as  of  course 
they  should. 


Now  in  Art.  153  we  obtained  as  the  result  of  the  symmetrical 
solution  that  in  the  case  in  which  the  tangents  at  the  limiting 
points  are  unrestricted  the  required  curve  must  be  a plane  curve, 
and  that  the  plane  of  the  curve  must  contain  the  line 


*=y  = ? 

a b c ’ 
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If  this  result  be  transformed  into  Delaunay’s  notation  it  leads 
to  this  conclusion ; the  plane  determined  by  z — ay  + bx  + o in  his 

notation  must  contain  the  line  determined  by  — = — = - 2 ~ in 

-y  -a 

his  notation.  For  this  to  be  the  case  we  must  have  y = ^ . 

This  agrees  with  equation  (6)  and  verifies  Delaunay’s  conclusion ; 
but  it  is  not  obvious  in  what  way  he  arrived  at  it. 

158.  It  must  be  observed  that  Delaunay  does  not  treat  the 
integrated  part  of  the  variation  as  we  have  done  in  Art.  151 ; he. 
considers  that  in  virtue  of  his  previous  remarks  we  must  always 
have  m = 0 at  the  limits  of  the  integration.  But  if  m — 0 at  the 
limits  the  curve  is  necessarily  a plane  curve,  as  appears  in  Art.  153 ; 
and  this  is  obviously  impossible  when  the  tangents  at  the  limits  are 
so  assigned  that  they  do  not  lie  in  one  plane.  This  furnishes 
additional  evidence  against  Delaunay’s  views. 

Moreover  this  problem  affords  a good  illustration  of  the  re- 
marks made  in  the  first  part  of  Art.  146  ; for  when  the  condition  is 
given  that  the  curvature  of  the  required  curve  is  to  be  constant  the 
natural  meaning  of  this  condition  would  be  that  at  every  point  of 
the  curve  up  to  and  including  the  limiting  points  the  radius  of 
curvature  is  to  be  constant. 

159.  The  next  problem  considered  is  to  find  a surface  of 
minimum  area,  the  required  surface  being  supposed  to  be  bounded 
by  a curve  lying  on  a given  surface.  The  problem  had  been  con- 
sidered originally  by  Lagrange,  in  the  case  in  which  the  bounding 
curve  was  supposed  fixed;  see  Art.  18.  Delaunay  arrives  at  the 
known  result  that  the  required  surface  must  be  one  that  has  at 
every  point  the  sum  of  its  two  principal  radii  of  curvature  zero. 
Delaunay  shews  moreover  from  the  equation  which  holds  at  the 
limits  that  the  required  surface  must  cut  the  given  surface  at  right 
angles  at  every  point  of  the  curve  of  intersection  of  the  two  sur- 
faces. Delaunay  then  generalizes  his  results  by  considering  the 
multiple  integral 

f..JIJdu...dvdxdy^ll  + (pJ+...  + (^)  +g)  +(!);• 

12—2 


Digitized  by  Google 


180 


DELAUNAY. 


160.  The  next  problem  is  to  find  the  rfttrface  which  has  a 
given  area  and  bounds  a maximum  volume ; that  is,  s must  be 
determined  such  a function  of  x and  y as  will  make  jjdxdyz  a 
maximum,  while 

+(|)’+  (!)} 

is  to  be  constant.  This  problem  was  originally  considered  by 
Lagrange;  sec  Strauch,  Vol.  n.  page  623. 

Delaunay  obtains  as  the  result  that  the  required  surface  must 
be  such  that  at  every  point  the  sum  of  its  two  principal  curva- 
tures must  be  constant.  He  supposes  that  the  required  surface 
is  to  be  bounded  by  a curve  lying  on  a given  surface,  and  he 
gives  a geometrical  interpretation  of  the  equation  which  he  finds 
must  hold  at  the  bounding  curve.  He  then  generalizes  his  results 
by  taking  the  case  in  which 

j ...  jjjdu...dvdxdyz 
is  to  be  a maximum,  while 

f...fjfdu...dvdxdyx/j  1 + g)‘+...+  g)*+  (g)*+  (!)} 
is  to  be  constant. 

161.  Delaunay  makes  some  further  investigations  respecting 
the  surface  which  includes  a maximum  volume  with  a given  area. 
He  says  that  of  all  closed  surfaces  the  sphere  was  known  to  be  that 
which  included  the  greatest  volume  under  a given  surface,  but 
that  this  result  had  not  yet  been  deduced  from  the  equations 
furnished  by  the  Calculus  of  Variations.  He  tried  the  question 
in  another  way,  and  although  he  did  not  succeed  in  arriving  at 
a complete  solution  he  gives  his  results.  The  problem  considered 
is  the  following ; it  is  required  to  join  by  a surface  of  given  area 
two  curves  of  given  length  situated  in  two  parallel  planes,  in  such 
a manner  that  the  included  volume  may  be  a maximum.  The 
differential  equations  to  which  the  problem  leads  are  then  given, 
and,  assuming  that  the  required  surface  will  be  a surface  of  revo- 
lution, it  is  proved  that  it  must  be  a sphere.  The  problem  is 
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given  by  Sir  Jellett,  with  some  additional  remarks  on  the  last 
of  the  limiting  equations;  see  his  Calculus  of  Variations,  pages 
282—286. 

162.  The  last  example  considered  by  Delaunay  is  the  variation 
of  the  following  expression  which  occurs  in  the  theory  of  heat, 

///**«  [(£)*♦(£ h&n 

+//«y4pv/{  i+(*y+(|)}. 

In  concluding  our  account  of  Delaunay’s  memoir  it  may  be 
observed  that  the  examples,  although  interesting  in  themselves, 
do  not  throw  much  light  on  the  precise  point  which  according  to 
the  announcement  of  the  Academy  of  Sciences  required  illustra- 
tion, namely,  the  equations  which  must  hold  at  the  limits  of  the 
integrations;  see  Art.  133.  And  there  is  very  little  that  can  be 
considered  as  an  application  to  triple  integrals  which  was  specially 
indicated.  From  the  fact  that  the  judges  drew  attention  to  Delau- 
nay’s researches  on  the  distinction  of  maxima  and  minima,  it  may 
be  inferred  that  they,  as  well  as  Delaunay  himself,  were  not  awaro 
that  he  had  been  anticipated  by  Brunacci  on  this  point. 
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163.  We  have  already  stated  that  the  prize  offered  by  the 
Academy  of  Sciences  of  Paris  for  an  essay  on  the  Calculus  of  Vari- 
ations was  awarded  to  M.  Samis;  see  Art.  133.  We  now  proceed 
to  give  an  account  of  the  memoir  which  obtained  the  prize. 

This  memoir  is  entitled  liecherches  sur  Ic  Calcul  des  Variations ; 
it  is  published  in  the  tenth  volume  of  the  memoirs  of  the  Savants 
Etrangers,  and  the  date  of  publication  is  1846. 

164.  The  memoir  consists  of  127  quarto  pages.  It  is  divided 
into  five  chapters.  The  first  chapter  is  chiefly  occupied  with 
formula  for  differentiating  integral  expressions  with  respect  to  any 
parameter  which  they  may  involve ; the  second  chapter  applies 
these  formulae  so  as  to  obtain  the  variation  of  a multiple  integral 
in  an  undeveloped  form ; the  third  chapter  developes  this  variation 
and  shews  how  many  equations  must  be  satisfied  in  order  that  the 
variation  may  be  zero ; the  fourth  chapter  give3  special  develop- 
ment of  the  formula!  in  the  case  of  triple  integrals ; the  fifth  chapter 
applies  the  formula!  to  three  examples. 

The  memoir  is  extrcmly  interesting  and  valuable,  and  contains 
a complete  solution  of  the  question  proposed  by  the  Academy. 
The  formulte  which  are  obtained  are  rather  complicated,  but  this 
can  hardly  be  avoided  in  the  subject.  The  memoir  is  probably 
the  most  important  original  contribution  to  the  Calculus  of  Variations 
which  has  been  made  during  the  present  century. 

165.  The  investigations  of  Samis  apply  to  multiple  integrals 
of  any  order,  and  some  doubt  has  been  felt  with  respect  to  the 
best  method  of  giving  an  account  of  them.  Wc  shall  coniine 
ourselves  to  the  case  of  a triple  integral,  because  it  appears  that 
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no  abridgement  could  render  adequate  justice  to  the  general  results 
given  by  Sarrus,  and  it  would  be  almost  impossible  to  comprise 
some  of  the  more  complicated  formulas  within  the  breadth  of  an 
octavo  page.  We  may  hope  to  succeed  in  giving  an  intelligible 
specimen  of  the  investigations  of  Sarrus  by  taking  the  case  of  a 
triple  integral ; and  we  mu3t  refer  the  student  who  wishes  to 
appreciate  the  full  merit  of  the  author  to  the  original  memoir. 

We  shall  not  therefore  give  an  analysis  of  the  memoir  article 
by  article,  nor  shall  wc  adopt  the  notation  of  the  author.  Sarrus 
uses  the  symbols  a:,,  xt,  x3, ...  for  the  independent  variables  ; the 
lower  limiting  values  of  the  variables  arc  denoted  by  a single 
accent,  as  as,',  xa',  a;,', ...  and  the  upper  limiting  values  of  the 
variables  are  denoted  by  two  accents  as  x",  a;,",  x ...  We  shall 
use  x,  y,  z as  independent  variables,  and  shall  denote  as  we  have 
done  heretofore  the  lower  limiting  values  by  the  suffix  0 and  the 
upper  limiting  values  by  the  suffix  1.  The  unavoidable  complexity 
of  the  notation  in  the  original  memoir  has  led  there  to  numerous 
misprints,  which  however  are  not  of  great  importance. 

166.  We  shall  use  then  the  following  notation;  by  the  ex- 
pression fdx  fdy  fclzu  we  denote  a triple  integral ; wc  suppose  that 
u is  a function  of  the  independent  variables  x,  y,  z,  and  of  any 
dependent  variable  or  variables,  and  differential  coefficients  with 
respect  to  x,  y,  and  z.  The  integration  in  the  triple  integral  is 
supposed  to  be  performed,  first  with  respect  to  z from  the  limit  za 
to  the  limit  a,,  next  with  respect  to  y from  the  limit  y0  to  the  limit 
y, , lastly  with  respect  to  x from  the  limit  x0  to  the  limit  It 
follows  from  the  nature  of  definite  integration  that  the  limits  z0 
and  z,  will  not  be  functions  of  z,  but  may  be  functions  of  x and  y ; 
the  limits  y0  and  yx  will  not  be  functions  of  y or  z,  but  may  be 
functions  of  x ; and  the  limits  x„  ahd  x1  will  not  be  functions  of  x 
or  y or  z. 

The  limits  of  the  integrations  being  thus  distinctly  stated  we 
shall  not  express  them  in  our  formula! ; but  they  must  always  be 
understood.  No  confusion  or  difficulty  will  arise  from  our  not  ex- 
plicitly introducing  the  limits  because  we  shall  never  have  occasion 
to  use  any  indefinite  integral,  and  we  shall  not  make  any  change  in 
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the  order  of  the  integrations.  Also  when  we  have  occasion  to  use 
a single  or  double  integral  involving  respectively  one  or  two  of  the 
variables  x,  y,  z,  we  shall  not  express  the  limits,  but  they  must  be 
understood.  This  omission  of  the  limits  in  our  integrals  may  at 
first  be  a little  perplexing  to  the  student,  but  it  is  strongly  recom- 
mended by  the  simplification  thus  effected  in  the  formula'. 


167.  The  symbol  7 will  be  employed  in  the  following  manner. 
Suppose  u any  function  which  involves  a quantity  p ; if  in  u we 
change^  into  q we  obtain  a result  which  we  shall  denote  by 


7 V 

v 


This  symbol  is  the  one  which  Sarrus  himself  employs ; he  calls  it 
a sign  of  substitution.  The  use  of  this  symbol  will  lead  us  to  ex- 
pressions of  the  following  forms, 


'•>  '*0  Jo  *0  [y  Jh  fy  fy  *0 

„ \ “>  7,  \ \ U>  \(lX  V'>  U’ 


these  expressions  do  not  require  any  explanation. 


This  notation  is  certainly  one  of  the  great  merits  of  the  memoir, 
and  in  this  respect  nothing  has  probably  been  suggested  which  is 
of  so  much  service  to  the  Calculus  of  Variations  as  this  sign  of 
substitution  since  Lagrange  introduced  the  symbol  8. 


168.  We  shall  now  shew  how  to  differentiate  an  integral 
expression  with  respect  to  any  parameter  which  it  may  involve; 
the  formula  is  well  known,  but  it  may  be  interesting  to  see  the 
method  of  Sarrus,  and  to  exhibit  the  result  by  means  of  the 
symbol  7. 

Let  F(l,  x)  denote  any  function  of  the  parameter  t,  the  variable 
x,  and  other  variables  if  required.  Put 


dF(t,  x) 
dt 

dF(t,  x) 
dx 


= < f>  (l,  x) 


= f{t,x) 


(1), 

(2); 
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we  have  then  identically 

d<p  (t,  x)  __  a;)  /oN 

dx  dt  

Let  x0  and  xt  denote  particnlar  values  of  x ; then 


d.  = <p  (<,  Xi)  - <f>  (t,  x0) 


(4). 


But  from  (2)  and  (3)  by  integrating  with  respect  to  x,  we 
obtain 

F{t,  xj  - F(t,  x0)  = jdxyfr(t,x), 

4>  (*,  *,)  - <f>  («>  *„)  = . 

Substitute  these  values  in  (4) ; we  thus  obtain 

jdx  f (t,  X)  = jdx  (t,  X,). 


A 

Tt 


Now  put  u for  ijr  (t,  x ) for  shortness ; then  the  last  result 
may  be  expressed  thus: 

d t , [ , du  dx,  *i  dx.  *« 

2i]dxu  = ]dx-3i  + ^ 7, 

where  w may  denote  any  function  whatever. 

It  will  be  observed  that  in  accordance  with  the  remark  in 
Art.  166,  the  limits  of  the  integrals  are  not  expressed,  but  they 
must  be  understood. 

109.  We  now  proceed  to  differentiate  a double  integral  with 
respect  to  any  parameter  which  it  may  involve. 

We  have  seen  that  if  u be  any  function  whatever, 


A 

dt 


f,  f,  du  dx  * i dx„  *» 

r^rTt+nt1*  w~  T1*  u> 
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in  thia  formula  change  u into  fdyu;  thus 

fa  fa « =fa  | fa u + <ljk  C fa  u~itt  V fa tt) 

and  as  in  the  preceding  article 

fZ  f , f , du  dy  dy 

dJdyumJdydt+ w \ u - di  \ u ’ 

lienee  by  substitution  we  obtain 

i § +/<**  d$i  C w -fa  t ?y w 

+f-ti'fau-taCfau- 


170.  We  now  proceed  to  differentiate  a fripZe  integral  with 
respect  to  any  parameter  which  it  may  involve. 

In  the  result  of  the  preceding  article  change  u into  jdzu ; 

thus 

ifafafa  u = fa  fa u 

+ ■/*  i c /* w - f £ /*  m 

+§C  fa, fau  - irl  Cfafa  «• 

Now  transform  the  first  term  on  the  right-hand  side  by  Art.  168; 
thus 

jt  J Jx  jdy  jdz  u = J dxjdy  Jds  ~ 

+ fa  fat1  C « -fa fatC  U 
+fa  lU  £ fa  u~  fa  df  Cfa u 
+ lit  C fa  fa u - tt  C W*  b- 
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171.  Wo  may  modify  the  form  of  the  preceding  result.  It 
is  evident  that  if  r he  independent  of  p, 

/ ur  = rl  u ; 

P P 

now  s0  and  zt  are  independent  of  z,  also  y„  and  ?/,  are  independent 
of  y and  z,  and  x0  and  xt  are  independent  of  x,  y,  and  z.  There- 
fore we  can  alter  the  order  of  some  of  the  symbols  which  occur 
in  the  right-hand  member  of  the  result  of  the  preceding  article, 
and  exhibit  that  result  thus, 

jjdxjdyjdz  u — JdxjdyJdz  J* 

+jdxjdy  f u § -jdxjdy  7*°  « § 

+Jdx  fjdz  u -Jdx  f'fdz  u & 

+ fjdyjdz  u ^ - fjdyjdz  u ^ . 


172.  We  will  now  give  some  formulae  for  differentiating  quan- 
tities affected  with  the  symbol  7 which  will  be  useful  hereafter. 

Let  F(t-,  f)  denote  any  function  of  the  parameter  l,  the  variable 
and  other  variables  if  required.  Let  </>  ( t , f)  denote  the  partial 
differential  coefficient  of  F (t,  f)  with  respect  to  t,  and  yjr  ( t , f) 
the  partial  difl'crcntial  coefficient  of  F(t,  f)  with  respect  to  f ; then 
we  have 


dF{l^) 

dt 


now  let  u — F(t,  x) ; then 

F(t, = It,’  t(a)  = 7!S; 


thus  we  have 


d du  rff  J:  du 

dt  * U x dt  dt  * dx' 


Suppose  that  f is  independent  of  x , then  by  Art.  171, 

d%  ^ du  _ ^ du  dt; 
dt  x dx  * dx  <lt' 
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and  finally 


d -l  -E  (du  dudg\  , . 

dt1rW  = 1r{Tt+dcd-t) (1)' 


u ; and  if  in  tliia  wc  replace  u by  1 x u 

we  have 

(dy^f  u = u-f*?  u. 

J J dy  * y*  v* 

Hence  by  (1), 


therefore 


Mt^gK'6-C’N 
Ml— foixUi+tf-it' <2>- 

In  the  applications  we  shall  make  of  the  formula  (2)  hereafter, 
£ will  denote  either  z0  or  zv 


173.  We  shall  now  proceed  to  use  the  results  already  ob- 
tained in  expressing  the  variation  of  a triple  integral.  Samis 
adopts  an  idea  of  a variation  which  had  previously  presented  itself 
to  Euler  and  Lagrange;  see  Arts.  22  and  15. 

We  consider  then  that  we  have  a triple  integral  taken  between 
limits  for  each  of  the  three  integrations;  and  we  use  the  symbol 
u to  denote  the  function  to  be  integrated.  Now  u involves  x,  y,  z, 
and  any  function  v of  x,  y,  z,  together  witli  the  differential 
coefficient  of  v with  respect  to  x,  y,  s;  also  u may  involve  any 
other  function  w of  x,  y,  z,  together  with  the  differential  coefficients 
of  to  with  respect  to  x,y,z ; and  so  on.  Now  to  obtain  the  varia- 
tion of  the  quantity  which  is  denoted  by  any  symbol,  we  suppose 
that  such  a symbol  instead  of  representing  a function  of  x,  y,  z,  or 
of  some  of  these  variables,  becomes  a function  of  t also,  where 
/ is  a new  variable  which  is  supposed  to  enter  in  a perfectly 
arbitrary  manner;  then  if  the  quantity  in  question  be  supposed 
to  be  differentiated  with  respect  to  t,  and  t made  equal  to  zero 
after  the  differentiation,  the  result  is  called  the  variation  of  that 
quantity.  This  idea  of  a variation  had  been  used  by  Euler  and 
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Lagrange  as  we  have  already  intimated,  and  subsequently  by 
Ohm ; see  Arts.  22,  15  and  55. 


174.  In  pages  45 — 47  of  his  memoir,  Sarrus  distinguishes  be- 
tween two  kinds  of  variations;  and  we  will  now  explain  this 
distinction. 

Suppose  we  had  such  a triple  integral  as  we  have  considered 
in  the  preceding  article.  We  might  conceive  that  the  independent 
variables  x,  y,  z received  changes  by  variation  as  well  as  the 
dependent  variables  v,  w, ...  which  occur  in  u.  When  however 
the  integrations  are  taken  between  limits  it  is  unnecessary  to 
suppose  that  the  independent  variables  themselves  receive  varia- 
tions ; we  obtain  sufficient  generality  by  ascribing  variations  to 
the  dependent  variables  and  to  the  limits  of  the  integrations. 
When  the  variation  of  a function  is  taken  on  the  supposition  that 
the  independent  variables  themselves  do  not  receive  variations, 
Sarrus  calls  the  variation  a variation  tronqnle , and  he  denotes  it 
thus,  8.  Then  as  he  supposes  his  integrals  to  be  taken  between 
limits,  he  says  that  he  is  only  concerned  with  these  variations 
tronquies. 


175.  Now  take  the  result  obtained  in  Art.  171 ; then  if  we 
adopt  the  idea  of  a variation  explained  in  Art.  173,  and  use  the 
symbol  8 to  denote  a variation,  we  have  the  following  formula : 


5 Jdx  jdy  jdz  u = jdxjdy  jdz  Su 

+ \ fdy  u Sx , — 1 ^ jdy  Jdz  Ju8x0 

+ jdx'fy  jdz  u Byl  — J dx  7^  Jdz  u 8 ya 
+ Jdxjdy  l‘u8zl  —jdxjdy  7^  u8z0. 


This  gives  in  an  undeveloped  form  the  variation  of  a triple 
integral. 

176.  It  is  certainly  not  necessary  to  verify  the  preceding 
result,  but  it  may  be  interesting  to  shew  that  it  does  agree  with  that 
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which  had  been  given  by  previous  writers ; this  Sarras  does  in  the 
manner  we  will  now  indicate. 

According  to  Sarrus  the  known  formula  for  the  variation  of  a 
triple  integral  is  the  following : 

8 jdx jdy  jdzu=  jdxjdyjdz  (8u-^Sx  ^ 

f 7 f 7 f 7 id  v!8x  d u8y  d u8z\ 

+rnr[-£T+-3f+-3?)- 

Sarrus  calls  this  a known  formula,  but  he  does  not  say  where  it 
had  been  demonstrated.  lie  probably  had  in  view  such  a method 
as  the  following : 

8 jdx  jdy  jdz  u = jj jSdxdydzu 

— jjjdxdy  dzSu  + jj  j ilSx  dy  dz  u 

+ jj I dx  d8y  dzu  + jjj dx  dy  d8z  u 
[ft,  7 7 Ir.  du  „ du  . du  „ du8x  d u8u  du8z\ 

-/||*4r*(*»-a‘»-S%-S««  + -ar+-5-+-3r> 


* V 


dy 


dz 


dx 


dy 


But  it  must  be  observed  that  before  the  researches  of  Poisson 
the  variation  even  of  a double  integral  had  not  been  investigated, 
for  the  case  in  which  the  limits  were  variable,  in  an  intelligible 
and  satisfactory  manner.  The  formula  which  Sarrus  considers  to  be 
known  will  be  seen  to  be  analogous  to  that  demonstrated  by  Poisson 
for  a double  integral ; for  Poisson’s  result  is 

*//r*W/(*r+Ffr+rf). 

in  which  the  quantity  8 V is  what  Sarrus  would  denote  by 


dx 


see  page  76.  And  the  formula  agrees  also  with  the  general  result 
given  by  OstrogTadsky  ; see  Art.  127  at  the  end,  where  the  quan- 
tity which  Ostrogradsky  denotes  by  Du  is  what  Sarrus  would  de- 
note by 

dU „ dU^  dU, 
ax 


8x~  8y-~8z- ... 
dy  ‘ 


dz 
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177.  In  order  to  shew  that  the  formula  given  by  Samis  agrees 
with  the  result  which  he  considers  known,  we  shall  require  some 
simple  theorems  of  the  Integral  Calculus.  Let  u be  any  function ; 
then 

f , du  *i  *o 

!dzdz=1 

therefore  jdxjdyjdz-£  = jdxjdyl\- jdxjdy  l\i (1). 

Again  . 

change  u into  jdz  u ; thus 

\dy^\dzu  = f\dzu-t\dzu; 

therefore  jdy  j jdz  ^ + } 

= 7^'Jcfe  u-fj dz  u ; 

therefore  jdy  jdz  | = -jdy  l\  + jdy  7 > J 


+ f‘Jdsu-f,Jdzu (2); 

therefore  Jrfy  jdz  — =-fdx jdy  7*'  u ^ + J Jrfy  7*°  u ^ 

+ jdxf  jdz  u — jdx^  jdz  u (3). 

Again,  by  (2)  we  have 

W*  d£  = ~S(Lell'U^+  \dx  C M t* 


+ 7 


jdyu  — jjjdyu; 
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change  u into  Jtlzti ; thu3  we  shall  obtain 

jdzjdyj*  d£  = -jdxjdy  7\  J + jdxjdy  l\  ** 
-jdxfjdzu^+jdxfjdzu^ 

0 

+ ^‘j dy  Jdz  u - 7 J jdy  jdz  u (4). 

Now  transform  jdxjdy  jdz  by  means  of  (4), 

transform  jdxjdy  jdz  by  means  of  (3), 

and  transform  . jdxjdy  jdz  by  means  of  (1), 


and  rearrange  the  results ; we  thus  obtain  from  the  known  formula 
of  Art.  176, 

S jdxjdy  jdz  u = jdx  jdy  jdz  (Bu  — ^ — ^ By  — ^ Sz(j 

+ 7 ^ j dyjt dz  uSx  — 7 * j dy  jdz  uBx 
+ jdx  fjdzu  (By  - §5  Bx)  -jdx  f jdz  u (By  - & Bx ) 

+ jdxjdy  l\(Sz-^  By  ~^8x) 

-jdxjdy  1 \ (Sz  ~YyhlJ- £ *»)  * 

Now  it  is  obvious  that 


(dx  (dy  7 ^ uBz  = jdx  jdy  7 JuBzt, 
jdx  7 *‘j dz  uSy  =jdx  7^  jdz  uBylt 
7 1 jdy  jdz uBx  = 7r  (dy  jdzu8xt, 
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and  similar  equations  hold  when  the  suffix  1 is  replaced  by  the 
suffix  0.  Hence  we  have 

B jdx  Jdy  jdzu  = Jdx  Jdy  jdz  (.Bu  — ^ Bx  — 

+ 7 jJ dyj dz  uBxt  — Jdy  Jdz  uSx0 

+ jdx  f jdzu  ( By , -d^Bx)-Jdx  fjdzu  (By,  - ^Bx) 

+fdxjdyfu(Szt-^Sy-^Sx) 

-Jdx  jdy  l\  (Bz0 -^hy-^Bx). 


Moreover  Bzt  - ~ By  - Bx  — Szv 

&r,  = Sxv 

and  similar  equations  hold  when  the  suffix  1 is  replaced  by  the 
suffix  0.  Also 

- du . du . du  t * 

6m  — -j-  Bx  — j-  by  — -T-  Bz  = 6m. 

dx  dy  dz 

Thus  the  known  formula  of  Art.  176  has  been  so  transformed  as  to 

agree  with  the  formula  of  Sarrus  in  Art.  175. 

178.  After  obtaining  the  general  expression  given  in  Art.  175 
for  the  variation  of  a triple  integral,  the  next  step  is  to  shew  how 
by  integration  by  parts  as  many  of  the  terms  which  occur  in  Sit  as 
possible  are  removed  from  under  the  signs  of  integration.  This 
part  of  the  subject  is  fully  considered  by  Sarrus ; we  will  give 
three  of  his  formula’. 

13 
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In  equation  (4)  of  Art.  177  change  w into  u0 ; thus 
jdxjdy  jdz  u ^ = -jdx  jdy  jdz  ^ 0 

+ f'j dyj dz  u0  — 7 jj dy  jdz  u0 

-ldx^Sdeu0i+ldx^Sdeuei 

-jdx  jdy  l\e  ^ + Jdxjdy  (1). 

In  equation  (3)  of  Art.  177  change  u into  u0;  thus 
jdxjdy  jdz  « | —jdxjdy  jdz  | 0 

+ jdx  7 ^ jdz  u0  — jdx  / 

-jdxjdy  f‘u0  + JcfeJt/y  7\tf^° (2). 

In  equation  (1)  of  Art.  177  change  u into  u0;  thus 
jdxjdy  jdz  u fz  = -jdxjdy  jdz  g 0 

+ jdxjdy  lju0  — jdx  jdy  1 * u0 (3)- 

179.  In  his  last  chapter  Samis  applies  his  formula  to  three 
examples. 

The  first  example  is,  to  determine  the  surface  which  with  a 
given  area  contains  the  greatest  volume. 

The  third  example  is,  to  determine  the  law  of  the  density  of 
a body  of  given  form  and  position  in  order  that  the  integral 

jdxfdyfdzv>-^g 
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taken  throughout  the  body  may  be  a maximum  or  minimum,  v 
being  the  density  at  the  point  {x,  y,  s ) and  w a given  function  of 
x,  y,  z,  and  r. 

The  discussion  of  the  first  example  is  too  long  to  be  conve- 
niently given,  and  the  third  will  find  an  appropriate  place  in  the 
next  chapter ; the  second  example  we  will  now  consider. 

We  shall  however  in  future  omit  the  bar  from  the  symbol  8. 
Sarrus  has  indeed  said  very  little  about  what  he  calls  a variation 
tronquSe;  see  Art.  174.  Perhaps  this  term  and  the  corresponding 
symbol  8 were  only  introduced  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  him  to 
compare  his  formula  with  the  known  expression  for  the  variation 
of  a multiple  integral  as  in  Art.  177 ; and  no  disadvantage  would 
have  arisen  if  the  term  and  symbol  had  not  been  introduced  into 
the  memoir. 


180.  The  following  is  the  second  example  given  by  Sarrus; 
to  determine  the  law  of  density  of  a body  of  given  form,  position, 
and  mass,  in  order  that  the  integral 


/*WV{,+©+( $)’+©} 


taken  throughout  the  body  may  be  a minimum,  v being  the  density 
at  the  point  (x,  y,  z). 


The  mass  of  the  body  is  equal  to 


and  since  the  mass  is  to  be  constant  the  variation  of  this  expression 
must  be  zero.  Moreover  since  the  form  and  position  of  the  body 
are  known  the  variations  of  the  limits  8x0,  &r„  8y„,  8ylt  8z0,  8z,’  arc 
all  zero ; thus  the  variation  of  the  mass  reduces  to 


and  this  must  consequently  be  zero. 


f . to 

t)\*  (a 

iA1  fdv\* 

l1  + (« 

7/)  + (s) . 

then  the 

13—2 
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variation  of  the  proposed  integral  is 

] J J [r  ax  ax  r ay  ay  r dz  dz) 

Then  by  the  ordinary  theory  of  relative  maxima  and  minima  we 
must  have 

f,  f,  f , f , 1 dv  d8v  1 do  d8v  1 dv  d&v) 

W*j*r”  + 'rSS  + r-S5  dj  + -rd,  *H' 

where  c is  some  constant. 

Our  object  now  is  to  transform  this  equation  so  as  to  reduce  as 
much  a3  possible  the  number  of  the  signs  of  integration  which 
occur  with  any  term. 

We  first  transform  Jdxjdy  Jdz  J ^ by  means  of  equation 
(1)  of  Art.  178 ; we  obtain  as  the  equivalent 


j 1 dv 

Idz-Z^Sv 

ax 


— Jdx  Jdy  Jd 

+ I'fdyjd,  1 * S„  - 7''fdy  fdz  1 §S» 

-[dxf\d*l£pSv+[dzf[d*i£f>S,, 

J y J r ax  ax  J y J r dx  dx 

- /*/*  c ? I § & +hh  c?  & e8"- 

Next  we  transform  Jdx  Jdy  jdz  ^ by  means  of  equation 

(2)  of  Art.  178;  we  obtain  as  the  equivalent  • 


-Jdx  Jdy  1 1 


, 1 dv 

dz-jj&Sv 

dy 


■ [dx  f jdz  -~8v-  fdx  f friz  - ~ Sv 
J y J r dy  J y J r dy 

■W+ 
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Lastly,  we  transform  JdxJdyJdz  1 ~ by  means  of  equation 
(3)  of  Art.  178 ; we  obtain  as  the  equivalent 

d 1 dv 

— JdxJdyJdz  — -r—Sn 


+ 


fa  fa  C ItzSv~  fa  fa  C l Tz  Sv- 


Substitute  the  equivalents  thus  obtained  in  the  original  equation; 
the  result  will  be 


, 1 dv 
'rdx 
dx 


, 1 dv  , 1 dv 
rdy  rjz 


) 


Sv 


0 = Jdx  jdy  Jdz  — 

-fdxfdy7‘,(*£p  + ±¥&-l£)Sv 

J J J * \r  dx  dx  r dy  dy  r dz) 

+ fdxfdyf(1-^p+1-^p-lp)8v 

J J * \r  ax  ax  r dy  dy  r dzj 

-f(lxf,fdz(ipp-lp)Sv 

J yj  \r  dx  dx  r dy) 

+ ldxt0[de(±pp>-l-p)8v 

J y J \r  dx  dx  r dy) 

+ fJdyfdz^Sv 

-Pfafafa£Sv- 


Hence  we  must  have  by  the  reasoning  commonly  used  in  the 
Calculus  of  Variations 

, 1 dv  , 1 dv  , 1 dv 
' r dx  " r dy  ' r dz 

° — ’ 3T — 


nr 


dz 


this  must  hold  for  every  point  of  the  body. 
limiting  equations,  six  in  number,  namely, 


We  have  also  certain 
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^*1  /I  dv  dzx  ^ 1 dv  dzt  1 rfiA  _ ^ 

*\r  dx  dx  r dy  dy  r dz)  ’ 

(\  — _ i - n 

y \r  dx  dx  r dy)  ’ 

-*i  1 dv 

1 -~T  = 0, 

* r dx 

and  three  more  which  can  he  obtained  from  these  by  replacing  the 
suffix  1 by  the  suffix  0. 


181.  There  are  many  misprints  in  the  original  memoir,  as  we 
have  already  remarked,  but  they  arc  not  likely  to  give  any  trouble 
to  a student  except  perhaps  the  following.  In  the  third  line  from 
the  bottom  of  page  119  are  two  mistakes;  in  the  first  term  the 

factor  in  the  notation  of  Sarrus  is  omitted,  and  in  the  second 

dx 

dx ' . 

term  the  factor  — r1-  is  omitted.  These  lead  to  mistakes  in  those 
dx 

terms  of  Art.  155  which  are  numbered  9,  11,  15,  18,  21,  24;  for 

dx  n dx 1 

is  omitted  in  9, 15, 18,  and  is  omitted  in  11, 21, 24.  More- 
over in  Art.  155  the  terms  numbered  14,  17,  20,  23  have  the  wrong 
signs  prefixed ; and  the  terms  numbered  30,  32  have  in  the  notation 

of  Sarrus  w instead  of  . 

dxx 


182.  Some  other  remarks  may  be  made  for  the  use  of  the 
student  of  the  original  memoir. 

In  his  Art.  156  Sarrus  interprets  the  equations  which  he  has 
obtained  in  his  solution  of  his  third  problem.  Thus  he  finds  that 
the  equation 

dw  d*v  _ <Pw  _ 

Hu  dxdydz  dxdydz 

must  hold  at  every  point  of  the  body ; and  besides  this  certain 
limiting  equations  must  hold.  He  appears  to  sum  up  his  results  at 
the  bottom  of  his  page  126  where  he  says,  “by  combining  the 
different  preceding  conditions  which  hold  at  the  limits  we  see  that 
they  reduce  to  this — for  all  points  of  the  surface  of  the  body  in 
question  we  must  have  w = 0."  This  must  be  understood  to  mean 
that  at  all  points  of  the  surface  of  the  body  to  must  vanish  and  so 
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must  every  differential  coefficient  of  to  with  respect  to  x,  y,  z of  any 
order.  In  other  words  to  must  vanish  identically  at  every  point  of 
the  surface  of  the  body. 

Moreover  the  result  might  perhaps  be  obtained  more  simply 
than  in  the  way  which  Samis  has  adopted.  For  he  obtains  on 
page  123  as  one  of  the  limiting  equations,  an  equation  which  ex- 
pressed in  our  notation  is 

7 to  = 0. 

Z 

The  equation  is  to  hold  throughout  what  we  may  call  one  of  the 
bounding  faces  of  the  body.  Now  if  the  equation  just  written  be 
not  an  identity  it  really  furnishes  an  equation  to  this  bounding  face ; 
but  the  body  is  supposed  to  be  given  in  form  so  that  the  equation 
to  the  bounding  face  is  already  known ; therefore  the  equation  must 

be  an  identity.  The  only  exception  is  that  the  equation  1 \o  = 0 

might  happen  to  coincide  with  the  known  equation  to  the  bounding 
surface;  but  it  may  be  shewn  that  this  supposition  is  inadmissible 

by  examining  the  equations  from  which  1 * to  = 0 was  deduced. 


Again,  in  the  method  of  Sarrus  ho  might  have  observed  that 
when  some  of  his  limiting  equations  are  satisfied  some  other  of 
these  equations  arc  necessarily  satisfied  also.  Thus  on  his  page  125 
he  has  a sentence  which  in  our  notation  will  read  thus ; moreover 
the  fourteenth  and  fifteenth  terms  will  give 


jt\  *i 

7 7 w = 0, 

y * 


7*  l'  — = 0. 

y * do 


This  is  quite  true,  but  it  is  not  additional  to  what  is  already 
known ; for  he  has  already  shewn  that  7 ' to  = 0,  and  therefore  of 

course  /'  7 'w  must  be  =0,  and  he  ha3  also  shewn  that  7 ^ = 0, 
y t * dx  ’ 

and  therefore  of  course  f'l'  ~ must  be  = 0. 

y * dx 


We  may  observe  that  the  misprints  which  occur  in  Art.  155  of 
the  memoir  of  Sarrus  do  not  affect  the  validity  of  the  inferences 
which  he  draws  in  his  Art.  156. 
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183.  As  a further  illustration  of  the  method  of  Sarrus  we  will 
give  in  detail  the  investigation  of  the  variation  of  a double  integral, 
in  which  we  will  suppose  that  no  differential  coefficient  of  a higher 
order  than  the  second  occurs  in  the  proposed  expression.  We  shall 
require  some  formulte  in  the  integral  calculus  which  might  be 
obtained  from  those  we  have  already  given,  but  for  convenience  we 
will  investigate  them  here. 

It  is  obvious  that 


f,  du  *.  . *o 

\dx  -j-=7  m — / «. 
J dx  * * 


.(i); 


change  w into  jdy  u ; thus 

fa^fdyu= C/ dy u - Cfa  u> 


that  is 


fa  l fa  Tx  + fa  Tx  - fa  dix)  = C fa  M - Cfa  "> 


therefore  J dxj dy  ^ = 7^  jdy  u — 7^  Jdy  u 


-fafad£+faC' 


dy*. 

dx’ 


change  w into  u6 ; thus 

fafaufx=-fafad£e 

+ fadyuff  - 1° Jdy  u0 

-fafadd£+fafaeT «• 


Again,  in  (1)  change  m into  7y  u ; thus 
. d i **  n 

dx  y-1  u=l  7 u — 7 7 w, 
cte  y * y * y ’ 


/■ 


that  is,  (dxf^+(dxf^=  7"  7”  « - f 7 ” «, 
J ydx  ) ydy  dx  * « * y ’ 
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therefore  fdxT><^-  = l f u — 7 7 u—  fdxl 

J y dx  * y * y J ydydx 

change  u into  u6,  thus 


jdxiud0 


# w | 

y ax 


= -jdxf^d  + 7 y u0  - l‘f_  u6 


y dx' 


* y 


* y 


f,  d6  (fa  f , _i  du  n dr) 

— dx  7 u-j — ; dx  7 -T-  o 

J y dy  dx  J y dy 


dy  dx ' 


•(3). 


In  the  applications  we  shall  have  to  make  of  this  formula  i)  will 
be  either  y0  or  yt. 

Again,  it  is  obvious  that 


\dd 


du  Jfi  .y° 

j-  =7  u — 7 «; 

dy  y y 


change  m into  u6,  thus 


hUTy  = -hryd+1 l'u0-?yu0- 

Hence 

JdxJtfyu  =- 0 + jtlx  f°v6...{ 4); 


•nd  /*  . + (5). 

In  the  applications  we  shall  have  to  make  of  the  last  formula,  £ 
will  be  either  x0  or  xt . 


184.  Let  then 

U=(*'  f*  Vdxdy, 

J *«Jy<> 

where  V is  supposed  a function  of 

dz  dz  <Pz  d?z  (Pz 
X'y,Z'fa'  dj/'  dx1’  ctedy'  djf' 

In  this  double  integral  we  suppose  that  the  integration  is 
effected  with  respect  to  y first,  and  the  limits  y„  and  yl  may  be 
functions  of  x.  As  the  limits  and  the  order  of  integration  will 


Digitized  by  Google 


202 


SARRU8. 


continue  unchanged  throughout  the  investigation,  it  will  not  be 
necessary  to  denote  the  limits  explicitly,  but  they  must  be  always 
understood. 

As  in  Art.  175  we  shall  have,  using  8 instead  of  8, 

8U= jdxjdyBV+fjdy  VBx^f’jdy  VBx„ 

+jdxfvBy-JdxfvBy0. 

And  » 


*2+  r.s+r.  «5+v  «r, 

where  V„  denotes  the  differential  coefficient  of  V with  respect  to 
dz 

, and  V„  denotes  the  differential  coefficient  of  V with  respect  to 
, and  V„  that  with  respect  to  , and  so  on. 

Thus  JdxjdyBV  consists  of  six  terms,  and  all  of  these  except 

the  first  may  be  developed  by  means  of  the  formulas  given  in 
Art.  183. 

First ; the  term  Jdx Jdy  Bz  does  not  admit  of  any  transfor- 
mation. # 

Secondly;  by  equation  (2)  of  Art.  183, 

fdxfdyV,d^  = -jdxjdy^8Z 

■ffdyVJz-ffdyVJz 


+ - 


-Mr*  |'  + 


VJz- 


dx ' 


Thirdly;  by  equation  (4)  of  Art.  183, 

MJy  v*i% = - ldxh  *af Sz 

+jdxfvtSz-fdxf°VtSz. 
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Fourthly;  by  equation  (2)  of  Art.  183, 


Out  of  the  five  terms  on  the  right-hand  side  of  this  equation, 
the  first  and  the  last  two  admit  of  further  transformation;  by 
equation  (2)  of  Art.  183, 


by  equation  (3)  of  Art.  183, 

* y dx  * y dx 


a similar  transformation  can  be  made  of 


dx )’ 


Thus  we  shall  get  on  the  whole 
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J y dx  ax  J y ax  ax 

+ C 

+/*  ?bs(r-  i)  ( F-  s) 


* y 


+Wr-i*-  CC'-i* 
+Kf'-(t)'-K  fMt)' 

+ j*  >4  | (r-4)  -/*  c*4  i (<-i) 


It  may  be  observed  that  as  y,  and  y„  are  independent  of  y 

L 

dy 

Fifthly;  by  equation  (2)  of  Art.  183, 


V dx)  dx  dy  dy  \ dx)  dx  dy 


fchv"^=-fc 


+ 7 


**  dxdy 
dZz 


dV„  dSz 
dx  dy 

d&z 


The  first  term  on  the  right-hand  side  may  be  transformed  by 
equation  (4)  of  Art.  183,  and  the  second  and  third  terms  may  be 
transformed  by  equation  (5)  of  Art.  183. 

Thus  we  shall  get  on  the  whole 
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- [dx  f + fdx  Si 

J y dx  J y dx 


-C  fa 


dK 

ihJ 


Si + 7 


’ \<hJ 


dy 


Sz 


+ f f V„  Sz  - 1°  f T'  Si  - 1'  7*  r„  Sz  + f*  f°  V„  Si 


* y 


* y 


• » 


• » 


H‘r-wJ£+My-  ft- 


Sixthly;  by  equation  (4)  of  Art.  183, 


dV„d8z 

dy 


+htr-v-h?r-i- 


dSz 


The  first  term  on  the  right-hand  side  may  be  transformed 
by  equation  (4)  of  Art.  183.  Thus  we  shall  get  on  the  whole 


V 


, d'Sz 


=MJy‘w"Se 


jdxjdy,„w 

- fdx  f ^ Si  + fdx  f -Je  Si 
J y dy  J y dy 

We  must  now  collect  the  results  obtained  for  the  various 
terms  occurring  in  JdxJdySV.  Thus  on  the  whole  we  shall  ob- 
tain the  following  as  composing  the  value  of  jdx  jdy  S V. 

First,  a double  integral,  namely, 

fdJdv  HT-  Hb - +*%•+*!*+£?$  Sz. 

J J ^ \dz  dx  dy  dx?  dx  dy  dy  * } 
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Secondly,  terms  involving  integration  with  respect  to  y only, 
namely, 

Thirdly,  terms  involving  integration  with  respect  to  x only, 
namely, 


dV„  (dy\'  dV„  dV 


dy  \dx)  dx  dy 


‘] 


Sz 


dy  \dx)  dx  dy  J 

Fourthly,  terms  involving  no  integral  sign,  namely, 

C £ s + T -} & - C C {- r-  If + *■„} & 

Besides  these  there  are  in  BU the  four  terms 
f'jdyVS^-f'fdyVSx, 

+ Jdx  f VSy,  - j dx  f°  VSy0. 
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185.  We  have  given  in  the  preceding  Article  the  develop- 
ment of  the  variation  of  a double  integral ; we  now  proceed  to 
consider  the  relations  which  must  be  satisfied  in  order  that  the 
variation  may  vanish,  supposing  that  no  restriction  exists  with 
respect  to  the  limits  of  the  integrations. 

In  order  that  the  part  of  the  variation  which  involves  a double 
integral  may  vanish  we  must  have 

dV_  *K  _ dV,  , d'V„  . VV"  . <rv„ 

dz  dx,  dy  dx?  dxdy  Uif  ’ 

this  must  hold  for  all  values  of  x and  y comprised  within  the  limits 
of  the  integrations. 

Next,  the  term  affected  with  the  symbol  ijJ dy  must  vanish ; 
that  is,  when  x = xt 

{r.-%-tyu+rj£+v>i 

must  vanish  for  all  values  of  y between  and  yx.  And  since  Sz, 
d8z 

, and  &r,  are  arbitrary  we  obtain  the  three  equations 

V — _ -JjBt  — o V =0  V=  0 • 

» dx  dy  ’ “ ’ ’ 

these  are  to  hold  when  x = xt  for  all  values  of  y between  y0  and  yv 
so  that  we  may  conveniently  express  them  thus, 


dV„ 

dx 

dy  ) 

Similarly  from  considering  the  terms  affected  with  the  symbol 


we  obtain 


'( V -- 

V 1 dx  dy 


7Tor„  = 0,  7,V=0. 


Next  consider  the  terms  affected  with  the  symbols  jdx  / and 
j" dx  We  shall  obtain  in  a similar  manner  six  equations,  three 
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to  hold  when  y=yv  for  all  values  of  x between  xa  and  xlt  and  three 
to  hold  when  y = y0  for  all  values  of  x between  x0  and  as,.  We 
may  write  the  first  three  thus, 


fL V&+ v + £(v 

y | * dx  * dx  dx  dx  V **  dx) 

dv„(dyy  dV"  d j; 

dy  \dxj  dx  dy 


dy  ( dx  ) 


H 


= 0, 


f‘  V=  0. 
y 

The  other  three  are  obtained  from  these  by  changing  yt  into  y0. 

Lastly,  the  four  terms  without  any  integral  sign  must  vanish ; 
thus  we  obtain  four  equations  which  must  hold  for  special  values 
of  x and  y,  namely  x = xl  and  y = yv  and  so  on.  These  equa- 
tions are 


v 

ffy._ 

* XX 

dx 

v 

dy,_ 

dx 

v 

dyt 

r XX 

' dx 

V„ 

dy 2_ 

dx 

The  equations  we  have  obtained  may  of  course  be  combined 
and  thus  simplified ; thus  since  we  have  already  obtained 


*o. 


7^  V„  = 0 and  7^  Va  = 0, 
it  follows  that  the  last  four  equations  reduce  to 

f fvm=o,  7V°r,=o, 


* y 


x y 


f°f  F =0, 

x y ’ 


1°  V„  = 0. 

•r  y ** 
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186.  We  may  now  make  some  comparison  of  the  results  of 
Article  184  with  those  obtained  in  Art.  143  by  Delaunay’s  method. 

According  to  Delaunay’s  suppositions  we  have 

y,  = y0  when  x — x„,  and  abo  when  x = a?,. 

In  consequence  of  this  a term  affected  with  the  symbol  ijfdy 

vanishes  because  the  limits  of  the  integration  with  respect  to  y arc 
equal  when  x = x, ; similarly,  a term  affected  with  the  symbol 

1*  j vaIdshcs. 

Hence  the  variation  of  the  double  integral  reduces  to 


dV_dV. 

dz  tlx 


dv,  <rv„  tPK, 

dy  dx*  dxdij 


+ *5.1 

+ dy'l 


&Z 


+/&/‘{p,s.+e,^+F%,j 

+rM- 

where 


P -V -V  £(v  (&\ 

1 * 1 dx  dx  dx  dx  \ “ dx) 

+ dVm  ,dy\' _dV2 
dy  \dx)  dx 


dV„ 

dy' 


and  P0  and  Q„  are  formed  from  P,  and  Qt  by  changing  the  suffix  1 
wherever  it  occurs  into  0. 


This  result  coincides  as  it  should  do  with  that  in  Art.  143. 


14 
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CAUCHY. 

187.  A memoir  by  Cauchy  on  the  Calculus  of  Variations  is 
published  in  the  third  volume  of  his  Exercices  <T analyse  etde 
Physique  MatMmatique , 1844  ; it  extends  from  page  50  to  page  130 
of  the  volume. 

This  memoir  may  be  described'  as  a reproduction  of  a portion 
of  the  investigations  of  Sarrus  with  some  difference  of  notation,  and 
frequent  reference  is  made  to  Sarrus  throughout  the  memoir.  In 
fact  Cauchy  himself  does  not  appear  to  have  considered  his  own 
memoir  as  more  than  a new  exhibition  of  the  method  of  Sarrus; 
thus  he  says  at  the  end  of  his  last  chapter : The  various  formulae 
obtained  in  this  last  paragraph  do  not  differ  in  substance  from  those 
obtained  by  M.  Sarrus.  They  are  however  simplified  by  the  nota- 
tion which  wc  have  employed....  Cauchy  adds  that  he  will  develop 
the  subject  in  some  other  memoirs  and  apply  it  to  the  solution  of 
various  problems.  This  design  appears  however  not  to  have  been 
accomplished. 

The  memoir  published  by  Cauchy  may  be  considered  an  evi- 
dence of  the  favourable  opinion  he  held  of  the  method  of  Sarrus. 

188.  Cauchy’s  memoir  begins  with  a few  preliminary  re- 
marks and  is  then  arranged  in  nine  sections  under  the  following 
titles.  1.  Definitions.  Notation.  2.  On  the  continuity  of  func- 
tions and  of  their  variations.  General  properties  of  the  variations 
of  several  variables  or  functions  connected  by  known  equations. 
3.  General  formulaj  suitable  for  furnishing  the  variations  of  func- 
tions of  one  or  more  variables.  4.  Properties  of  the  variations  of 
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different  orders.  5.  On  the  variation  of  a simple  or  multiple 
definite  integral.  6.  On  the  different  forms  which  may  be  given 
to  the  variation  of  a simplo  or  multiple  definite  integral.  7.  Com- 
parison of  the  formula;  established  in  the  fifth  and  sixth  sec- 
tions. [The  original  memoir  by  mistake  has  third  and  fourth 
sections.]  Differentiation  of  a multiple  integral  relative  to  any 
variable  different  from  those  with  respect  to  which  the  integrations 
arc  performed.  8.  On  the  partial  variation  which  for  a simple  or 
definite  multiple  integral  corresponds  to  variations  in  the  form  of 
the  functions  which  occur  under  the  integral  sign.  9.  On  the  re- 
ductions which  can  be  effected  by  integration  by  parts  in  the  varia- 
tion of  a simple  or  multiple  definite  integral. 

189.  The  first  four  sections  are  very  diffuse,  but  contain  nothing 
new  or  important.  In  the  fifth  section  a formula  is  obtained  for  the 
variation  of  a definite  multiple  integral  which,  as  Cauchy  remarks, 
is  precisely  the  same  as  that  obtained  by  Sarrus ; it  is  the  formula 
which  we  have  already  given  in  the  case  of  a triple  integral ; see 
Art.  175.  In  his  sixth  section  Cauchy  gives  an  independent  de- 
monstration of  that  formula  for  the  variation  of  a multiple  integral 
which,  according  to  Sarrus,  was  known  before  he  published  his 
method;  see  Art.  176.  We  will  exemplify  Cauchy’s  demonstra- 
tion by  applying  it  to  the  case  of  a triple  integral. 


190.  We  have  to  prove  the  following  formula : 

S Jdx  jdy  jdz  it  = j^dx  jdy  jdz  | 'Su  — ^ 8x  — ^ 8y  — ~ Sz'j 
f»  f j fdu&x  du8y  du8z\ 


By  jdxjdyjdz 


u,  as  formerly  explained,  we  understand  a triple 


integral  in  which  we  have  first  to  integrate  with  respect  to  z from  s0 
to  then  with  respect  to  y from  y0  to  y„  and  lastly  with  respect 
to  x from  x0  to  xt. 


Now  let  X = x + 8x,  Y=y  + 8y,  Z=  z + 8z,  where  8x,  8y,  8z 
are  indefinitely  small  arbitrary  functions  of  x,  y,  z.  Let  U denote 

14—2 
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what  u becomes  when  x,  y,  z,  are  changed  into  X,  Y,  Z,  respec- 
tively, and  also  any  function  of  x,  y,  z,  involved  in  u,  receives  an 
indefinitely  small  arbitrary  increment.  Then  the  varied  value  of  the 
triple  integral  is 

JdX  JdrJdZU; 


the  limits  will  be  found  by  keeping  the  same  limiting  values  as  be- 
fore for  x,  y,  z.  It  is  important  to  observe  that  since  Bx,  By,  Sz  are 
quite  arbitrary  we  can  obtain  all  the  necessary  generality  in  the 
varied  value  of  the  triple  integral  by  retaining  the  original  limiting 
values  of  x,  y,  and  z. 

The  variation  of  the  triple  integral  will  be  found  by  subtracting 
the  original  value  from  the  varied  value. 

Now  it  is  obvious  that  the  complete  variation  will  be  obtained 
by  determining  separately  the  parts  of  the  variation  which  arise 
from  the  change  of  u,  x,  y,  z into  U,  X,  Y,  Z,  respectively ; and 
when  we  are  considering  the  change  of  one  of  the  quantities  the 
others  may  be  supposed  to  retain  their  original  values ; the  terms 
thus  neglected  are  in  fact  of  a higher  order  than  those  which  are 
retained.  Thus  by  putting  u + Bu  for  U we  find  that  the  term 
arising  from  the  variation  of  u is 


I dxj dy  J < 


dz  Bu. 


Now  consider  the  term  which  arises  from  the  change  of  z into  Z 
while  the  other  quantities  retain  their  original  values.  The  integra- 
tion with  respect  to  z is  the  first  performed;  hence  by  the  change 
of  * into  Z the  triple  integral  is  changed  into 


where  the  limits  of  x,  y,  z are  the  original  limits ; and  -j-  is  the 

differential  coefficient  of  Z with  respect  to  z only,  that  is,  supposing 
* and  y constant.  Now 


dZ  d . r,  . 

- = -(z  + S3)  = l 


dBz 
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thus  the  term  in  the  variation  of  the  triple  integral  which  arises 
from  the  change  of  s into  Z is 

jdx  jdy  jclzu  • 

The  simplicity  of  this  process  arises  from  the  fact  that  the  integra- 
tion with  respect  to  a is  the  first  performed. 

Now  let  us  consider  the  part  of  the  variation  of  the  triple  in- 
tegral which  arises  from  the  change  of  y into  Y.  We  may  conceive 
that  the  order  of  integration  in  the  original  integral  is  changed  so 
that  y is  now  the  variable  with  respect  to  which  the  first  integration 
is  performed ; we  know  from  the  Integral  Calculus  that  this  can 
always  be  done  by  making  suitable  changes  in  the  limits  of  the 
integrations.  Then  as  before  we  shall  find  that  the  term  in  the 
variation  of  the  triple  integral  which  arises  from  the  change  of  y 
into  Y is 

jdxjdzjdyu 

the  limits  being  as  we  have  already  intimated  adjusted  to  the  new 
order  of  integration.  Now  restore  the  original  order  of  integration ; 
then  we  obtain  for  the  required  term 

jdxjdyjdzu^, 

where  the  limits  will  be  the  original  limits. 

Similarly  the  term  in  the  variation  of  the  triple  integral  which 
arises  from  tho  change  of  x into  X is 

jdx  jdy  fdzuf*, 

where  the  limits  are  the  original  limits. 

Then  by  collecting  the  terms  we  obtain  the  whole  variation, 
that  is, 

S jdx  jdy  fdzu  = jdx  jdy  jdz  jSu  + u^  + u^  + u ~)  ; 

this  result  obviously  coincides  with  that  which  was  proposed  to  be 
proved. 
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This  investigation  seems  more  simple  than  that  given  by 
Ostrogradsky ; see  Arts.  127  and  128.  The  simplification  arises 
from  considering  the  variables  separately  instead  of  simultaneously. 


191.  In  his  seventh  section  Cauchy  shews  that  the  form  given 
for  the  variation  of  a multiple  integral  by  Sarrus  coincides  with  the 
form  known  before ; this  Cauchy  does  in  the  same  way  as  Sarrus ; 
see  Art.  176. 

Cauchy  proposes  a new  notation  which  he  strongly  recommends. 
According  to  the  notation  of  Sarrus  we  have 


l 


xi  . du  _ri  xo 

dx  -T-  — 7 u — 7 u ; 
Jo  ax  * * 


Cauchy  proposes  to  express  this  result  thus 
*0 


/; 


. , du  J= x< 
dx^=  \ u. 


Similarly  what  Sarrus  would  express  thus 


l'  /'  m - 1*°  ?'  u-  1*'  f°u  + f°  f°u, 

* «j  .r  u * u « » ' 


j y 


X y 


* s 


Cauchy  proposes  to  express  thus 


*=*i  y=yi 

I I “• 

j=»o  y=y0 

This  latter  is  the  form  that  Cauchy  really  uses ; but  apparently 
by  a misprint  he  gives  on  his  page  100  such  a symbol  as  the 
following 

x,  yi 

I I «• 

Jo  Vo 


This  however  seems  more  convenient  than  the  symbol  which 
Cauchy  really  uses ; and  it  may  be  rendered  still  more  commodious 
by  writing  it  thus 


Ji 


Jo 


To  exemplify  the  use  of  this  notation  we  may  take  the  general 
formula  for  the  variation  of  a double  integral  which  has  been  given 
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in  Art.  184 ; that  formula  expressed  by  the  aid  of  the  new  notation 
will  stand  thus, 

S jdx  Jdy  V = 


dV„  d'V^d^V^  . d'V„ 

dy  did  dxdy 


dV„  dV„ 


dxdy  dy'  ) 

} 


dSz 
' dx 


+ F&r 


‘ \*Jdy{{V’  dx  dy 


+ dv„(dyY_<lKy_dVvl 

dy  \dx)  dx  dy 


] 


Sz 


+[r-®)’-  r-i+K»]f +|S 
<C.(-r-%  + v")s” 


where  it  must  be  observed  that  ~ will  stand  either  for  or  for 
, dx  dx 

J’j  as  may  be  required. 


Cauchy  says  on  his  last  page  that  on  speaking  to  Sarrus  respect- 
ing this  new  notation  by  means  of  which  the  difference  between 
two  values  of  a variable  is  expressed  by  a single  symbol  he  learned 
that  the  same  idea  had  occurred  to  Sarrus  himself.  Perhaps  we 
may  infer  that  Sarrus  on  trial  was  not  satisfied  with  it  as  he  did 
not  use  it  in  his  memoir. 

*=£ 

Cauchy  also  proposes  to  use  | u in  order  to  denote  what 
Sarrus  denotes  by  7^  u ■ we  shall  not  follow  Cauchy  on  this  point 

but  adhere  to  the  notation  of  Sarrus.  Thus  we  only  use  Cauchy’s 
notation  when  we  have  to  express  the  difference  between  two  values 
of  a variable,  and  we  use  Sarrus’s  to  express  a single  value  of  a 
variable ; there  is  then  no  possibility  of  confusion. 
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192.  Cauchy’s  eighth  section  contains  nothing  new  or  impor- 
tant. In  his  ninth  section  he  considers  the  transformations  which 
are  to  be  made  of  the  expressions  by  means  of  integration  by  parts. 
This  section  is  illustrated  by  an  example  which  we  will  now  give 
in  detail. 


Let  u be  an  unknown  function  of  x,  y,  z;  let  v be  a function 

of  x,  v,  z and  , , . Let  5s  denote  that  part  of  the  variation  of 

J ax  ay  dz 

the  triple  integral  Jdx  Jdy  jdz  v which  arises  from  the  variation 
of  u;  then  we  have 


5s 


= jdx  Jdy  jdz t 


d’Su 
dx  dy  dz 


(1), 


d*u 


where  r is  the  differential  coefficient  of  v with  respect  to  -s — 5 — =- . 

r dxdydz 

The  limits  of  the  integrations  are  supposed  to  be  denoted  as  hereto- 
fore. We  propose  then  to  reduce  Ss  by  means  of  integration  by 
parts. 


We  have 


d’Su 


d d’Su  dr  d’Su 
■ r ■ 


dx  dy  dz  dx  dy  dz  dx  dy  dz  ’ 


thus  (1)  becomes 


Ss  = Jdx  Jdy  Jdz  -Jdx  Jdy  Jdz  ± (2). 


By  equation  (4)  of  Art.  177, 


d’Su, 

dydz 


d’Su 
dy  dz 


jPSu  dyi  + 
dydz  dx 


d’Su  dy0 
dy  dz  dx 


- fdxjdy  7*' 


rPSu  dzt 
’ dydz  dx 


rPSu  dz„ 
dy  dz  dx  ' 
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Thus  (2)  becomes 


& = Cjdyfdz  r jffj  - fdxfdy  jdz 


dr  (P&u 


dx  dy  dz 


J s } dydzdx  J S J dy  dz  dx 


.(3). 


It  will  be  observed  that  Su  is  not  differentiated  with  respect  to  x 
in  any  term  of  (3). 

^jft 

In  equation  (2)  of  Art.  177  change  u into  r — ; thus 

W,  (PBu  f,  f , dr  dSu 

j2r(hTz=-)^rry-di 


Cj  *i  dSu  dz  [ 7 _*< 


*0  dSu  dz„ 
r 


dz  dy 


+ 


>*  f . d&u 
dzr-j—. 
y«J  dz 


Thus  the  first  term  on  the  right-hand  side  of  (3)  becomes 
*!  ,»i  C dSu 

dzr  -j— 

'•*■<>  Vo  J dz 

f7  _*i  dhu  dz  .*«  f,  **  dZu  dz. 

-W'r  t; 


<fr  rfSu 


<fy  </z 


Similarly  the  second  term  on  the  right-hand  side  of  (3)  be- 
comes 

dr  dStt 


Khz*: 


*o  dr  dSu  dz0 

dx  dz  dy 


— fr  lx  jdy  fd 


(Pr  diu 
dxdy  dz 
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The  third  and  fourth  terms  on  the  right-hand  side  of  (3)  we 
shall  not  transform ; we  proceed  to  the  fifth  term. 

dSu  dz 

In  equation  (2)  of  Art.  172  change  w into  r , and  put  z, 

for  f ; then  observing  that  z,  is  independent  of  z we  obtain  the 
following  result, 


J J * dydz  dx  J J * dz  dy 


dzx 
dy  r dx 


•hMS-M 


*i  (fZj  dz,  d dSu 
dx  dy  dz  dz 


.(4). 


Now  by  equation  (1)  of  Art.  172 

d ^ dz,  _ d 7*1  ^ dz,  7*1  dz , dzx  dr 
* dy  dx  dy  * dx  * dx  dy  dz ' 

Thus  a'  part  of  the  first  term  on  the  right-hand  side  of  (4)  can- 
cels a part  of  the  third  term,  and  we  obtain 

*i  d*&ii  dz.  f , _*i  dSu  d _*i  dz, 

*rdfdzlU  = -\dyl*  d^Ty1*^ 

»i  -*i  dSu  dz, 

+ / r 

* dz  dx 


d’Su  dz,  dz, 
dz * dx  dy  ’ 


A similar  formula  holds  when  z , is  changed  into  z0. 


Thus  we  obtain 


dzr 


dSu 
dz 

dSu  dz. 


|X'  I*'  fd 

f,  ,**  dSu  dz,  , *1  f , *0 

-y*,.,-sr^+ur»7.’ 


dhu  dz „ 
dz  dy 


dr  dBu 
dy  dz 
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f 7 iyi  f j dr  dbu 

♦/*Kbt$>K££$ 

+fchh£jjw 

-Ii.f[±rPZfy+(4*r[&rZ%p 

J y J dydzdx  J y J dy  dz  dx 


(j  f . -*i  <ZS«  d *i  f , r , *»  dSu  d -*«  dz„ 

♦W*7.  di^^di-hr1*  ~dz  ~d\f] *T ~dx 

-(dx  r 7*'r  ?¥p+fdx  |*  l\ **"  *S 
J yo  * dz  dx  ) 'Vo  * dz  dx 

In  some  of  these  lines  terms  occur  involving  integrations  with 
respect  to  z and  differentiation  of  $»  with  respect  to  z ; such  terms 
admit  of  further  reduction. 

In  the  first  line  we  have  Jdz  and 

Id2rw=CrSu-fd*£Su- 

In  the  third  line  we  have  jdz  ^ , and 

f,  dr  dSu  dr  f d’r  - 

J*#' -d*-  = ,’odySu-Jd*3£3;Su- 

In  the  fourth  line  we  have  J-fz  ^ , and 


dr  dSu  _ ,*i  ffr 
‘ <fx  e/z  *i>  dx 


= | * ~ Su  — [dz  Bu. 
*o  dx  J dxdz 
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In  the  sixth  line  we  have  Jdz  , and 

f,  d'r  dSu  d’r  . [,  d’r  . 

J Z dxdy  dz  '*o  dxdy  “ } Z dxdydz 


_ , ...  . fj  <P8u  dy.  , f,  d*8  k dy0 

In  the  seventh  line  we  have  Jdzr  and  Jdzr  ^ , 


dydz 


. f 7 d*8u  dy.  ,xt  dy,  dSu  f . dSu  dr  dyt 
an  J r dydz  dx~'*°r  dx  dy  J * dy  dz  dx  ’ 

[ . d'8u  dy.  dy.  d8u  f , d8u  dr 

in-df-rTjd. 


dSu  dr  dy0 
dx 


Thus  finally 

s>- 


*0  •ro  Vo  J dz 


'* 0 'Vo 


-C.fac.  ^Su+c.hh£^su 

-hCC^Su+hCf 


dzJXsu 


dxdz 


f , r,  *\drd8udz,  f , f,  .*<<  dr  d8u  dz. 

+rr 7.  a*  -;4~Y1S  7-a^% 

+ W*  C S“  -/*/*/*  «“ 

/■  , .Vi  *i  <7y,  <?8u  [ 7 -Yi  r , <28m  <?r  <fy. 

-J*7,  * si 


[ . .Vo  *>  dy.d8u  [j  -Vo  f,  dBudrdy 0 

+r\  l/s?;-] 


+ 


[dx  [dy  1*'  * 7*'  r t - [dx  [dy  1*^.1  1°  r %* 

J J 3 * dz  dy  * dx  J J J * dz  dy  * <7.c 
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<J8ii  dztt 
dz  dx 


-KC'tl+KC 


d*8u  dz„  dz  , 
dy  ‘ 


193.  As  a particular  case  of  the  preceding  result,  Cauchy 
supposes  that  r=l.  Thus  we  obtain 


Ss=!dxjddjd^~~ 


,*i  ,y> 


*«  y<>  *o 


8u 


-\dxf  "*■ di; +[jxf  r fs 

] y *o  dx  dy  J y *o  cte  </y 

- Li*  f.  ?'■  £*  *.  + U f ?'• "» *> 

J 'yo  * dz  dx  J y»  * dz  dx 


<P8u  dzx  dzx 
* dz‘  dx  dy 


*o  £&„  <£*„ 

* rf«*  da?  ’ 


Of  the  eleven  terms  here  given  Cauchy  has  omitted  the  sixth  and 
seventh. 

With  this  particular  case  Cauchy’s  memoir  terminates. 


194.  We  can  now  conveniently  introduce  the  third  example 
which  Sarrus  gives  in  illustration  of  his  formula;;  see  Art.  179. 
The  example  is  the  following ; to  determine  the  law  of  the  density 
of  a body  of  given  form  and  position  in  order  that  the  integral 

fdxfdyfdzw^-j- 
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taken  throughout  the  body  may  be  a maximum  or  a minimum, 
v being  the  density  at  the  point  ( x , y,  z) , and  to  a given  function 
of  x,  y,  z and  v. 

Since  the  form  and  position  of  the  body  are  given  there  are  no 
terms  in  the  variation  of  the  triple  integral  arising  from  the  vari- 
ation of  the  limits.  Thus  we  have  for  the  variation  of  the  proposed 
triple  integral 

The  first  of  these  two  terms  is  equal  to 

the  second  developes  into  the  twenty-two  terms  given  as  the  result 
of  Art.  1 92  provided  in  that  result  we  change  r into  w and  w into  v. 
Of  these  twenty-two  terms  the  twelfth  is  the  only  term  which 
involves  a triple  integral ; this  must  be  united  with  the  term  just 
given,  so  that  we  obtain 

jdxjdyjdz  ~ 

This  must  vanish  by  the  ordinary  principles  of  the  Calculus  of 
Variations;  hence 

d'v  dw  cPw  _ ^ 
dxdydz  do  dxdydz 

This  partial  differential  equation  must  be  solved  to  find  t>,  the 
solution  of  course  involving  arbitrary  functions ; and  the  arbitrary 
functions  must  be  determined  from  the  limiting  equations  which 
we  shall  now  examine. 

We  may  consider  the  given  body  to  be  bounded  by  six  faces. 
Two  of  these  six  faces  we  will  call  the  upper  and  lower;  they  are 
determined  by  the  known  values  of  z,  and  *0  in  terms  of  x and  y, 
and  may  thus  be  of  any  form.  Two  of  the  six  faces  we  will  call 
th e.  front  and  back ; they  are  determined  by  the  known  values  of 
y,  and  y0  in  terms  of  x,  and  are  therefore  cylindrical  having  their 
generating  lines  parallel  to  the  axis  of  z.  The  remaining  two 
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faces  wc  will  call  the  right  and  left;  they  are  determined  by  the 
known  values  of  xi  and  x„,  and  are  therefore  planes  perpendicular 
to  the  axis  of  x. 

In  particular  cases  these  six  faces  would  assume  particular 
forms.  For  example,  suppose  the  given  body  to  be  the  ellipsoid 
determined  by  the  equation 


x‘  y*  2* 

^ ^ = 1 5 


the  upper  and  lower  boundaries  are  the  portions  of  the  surface  of 
the  ellipsoid  determined  respectively  by 


the  front  and  bade  boundaries  are  the  portions  of  the  ellipse  in  the 
plane  of  (x,  y)  determined  respectively  by 


y=+j\/(i~S’  and^=_6\/(i-3; 


the  right  and  left  boundaries  are  the  points  on  the  axis  of  x for 
which  x = a and  x = — a respectively.  Thus  in  this  example  two 
of  the  six  faces  degenerate  into  curves  and  two  into  points. 

The  eleventh  term  in  the  result  of  Art.  192  gives 


jdxjcly  £ 


dxdy 


Sv ; 


and  in  order  that  this  may  vanish,  since  Sc  is  arbitrary,  we  must 
have 


d'w 
* dxdy 


= 0, 


and  7 


d'w 

dxdy 


= 0. 


The  ninth  and  seventeenth  terms  in  the  result  of  Art.  192  must 
be  united  because  they  involve  the  same  arbitrary  term ; thus 
we  get 


f , f , _*i  dSc  (dw  dz.  d _*•  dz.\ 

]dxn1'lh\dxdy+Ty1>Wdi)' 
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and  in  order  that  this  may  vanish,  since  is  arbitrary,  we 
must  have 


*1  fdw  dz d -*>  dz\  _ 

* \dx  dy  + dy  * W dx ) ’ 


or  as  we  may  write  it 

*1  fdw  dzl  dw  dz^  dw  dzl  dzx  dtzl  \ _ 

* \dx  dy  + dy  dx  + dz  dy  dx  dxdy) 


The  tenth  and  eighteenth  terms  in  the  result  of  Art.  192  lead 
to  a similar  equation  with  z0  in  the  place  of  z,. 

The  twenty-first  and  twenty-second  terms  in  the  result  of 
Art.  192  lead  respectively  to 


-*i  dz  dz 
'*Wdx  rfy 


= 0, 


7%  *■£•.<). 

* dx  dy 


We  have  thus  proved  that  the  following  equations  must  hold, 


d'w 
* dxdy 


= 0, 


.*>  fdw  dzx  dw  dzx  dio  dzx  dz^  d'zt  \ _ 

* \>da:  dy  dy  dx  dz  dx  dy  W dx  dy)  ’ 


*>  dz  dz 
7 w j-  “7  = 0. 
» dx  dy 


The  last  of  these  gives  1 ^ w = 0,  for  and  are  inde- 
pendent of  z. 


The  equation  7 to  = 0 shews  that  w must  vanish  identically  for 

all  points  of  the  upper  boundary.  For  if  w does  not  vanish  iden- 
tically w = 0 must  coincide  with  the  known  equation  to  the  upper 
boundary;  and  then  we  shall  not  have  the  other  two  of  the 

# Xx 

above  three  equations  satisfied.  For  from  7_  w = 0 wc  obtain  by 
differentiation 


1'  (*£  + *2*i)«0,  and7*‘ 
* \dx  dz  dx/  * 


Or %)-<•■• 

\dy  dz  dy/ 
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and  from  these  combined  with  the  second  of  the  above  three 
equations  we  deduce 


.*>  dw  _ dw  _ -*i  dw 

*dx~°’  *djj~°'  *Tz 


= 0, 


and  these  could  not  be  true  if  w = 0 were  the  equation  to  a surface ; 
because  , and  can  only  simultaneously  vanish  for 


special  points  on  a surface  and  not  for  any  continuous  portion  of 
a surface. 


Thus  w mast  vanish  identically  for  all  points  of  the  upper 
boundary.  And  similarly  w must  vanish  identically  for  all  points 
of  the  lower  boundary. 


The  eighth  term  in  the  result  of  Art.  192  gives 


d*w 
dxdz ' 


This  involves  the  value  of  Sv  for  the  front  and  back  of  the  given 
body.  Confining  ourselves  to  the  former,  we  obtain 

-S'  i d*w  _ 

V dx  dz 

The  fourteenth  term  in  the  result  of  Art.  192  gives 


if.  dSv  d)/l  die 
'dS~djj  dx  dz’’ 


and  from  this  we  obtain 


dyl 


7*^  = 0, 

v dz 


since  the  factor  is  independent  of  y. 

From  the  last  two  results  we  infer  that  w must  vanish  iden- 
tically for  all  points  of  the  front  boundary.  For  if  ^ be  denoted 
by  w we  have 


„ j Jhdw  .. 

7 w=0,  and  7 -j-  = 0 ; 
.v  .v  dx 


15 
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and  the  first  of  these  equations  shews  that  t o'  must  vanish  identi- 
cally for  all  points  of  the  front  boundary,  or  else  to'  = 0 must  coin- 
cide with  the  known  equation  to  this  front  boundary  ; but  the  latter 
supposition  is  inconsistent  with  the  second  of  the  above  two  equa- 
tions. Thus  to'  must  vanish  identically  for  all  points  of  the  front 
boundary,  and  from  this  and  the  fact  that  to  vanishes  identically  for 
the  points  common  to  the  front  boundary  and  the  upper  boundary, 
we  infer  that  w must  vanish  identically  for  all  points  of  the  front 
boundary. 

Similarly  from  the  remaining  part  of  the  eighth  term  and  the 
sixteenth  term  in  the  result  of  Art.  192,  we  conclude  that  to  must 
vanish  identically  at  every  point  of  the  back  boundary. 


From  the  sixth  term  in  the  result  of  Art.  192  we  obtain 


^*i  fPw 
1 dy  dz 


and  7 


dy  dz 


= 0; 


and  from  these  terms  combined  with  what  we  already  know  respect- 
ing uj  we  conclude  that  to  must  vanish  identically  at  every  point  of 
the  right  and  left  boundaries  of  the  body. 

Thus  we  conclude  from  the  terms  that  we  have  examined,  that 
to  must  vanish  identically  at  every  point  of  all  the  bounding  faces 
of  the  given  body ; and  supposing  this  to  be  the  case  we  shall  find 
that  the  remaining  terms  in  the  result  of  Art.  192  vanish. 


195.  We  will  close  this  part  of  the  subject  by  giving  the  com- 
plete development  of  the  variation  of  a triple  integral  in  the  case  in 
which  no  differential  coefficient  of  a higher  order  than  the  first 
occurs  in  the  proposed  expression. 


Let  then  Jj j Vdxdydz  denote  the  proposed  triple  integral,  where 


V is  a function  of  x,  y,  z,  u 


du 
’ dx' 


du 

dy' 


du 
dz  ' 


The  integration  is  supposed  to  be  effected  first  with  respect  to  e 
from  z0  to  z, , then  with  respect  to  y from  yu  to  yt , and  then  with 
respect  to  x from  x0  to  at,. 
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Let  the  differential  coefficient  of  V with  regard  to  ~ be  de- 
tie 

noted  by  X,  the  differential  coefficient  of  V with  regard  to  ~ by  Y, 
and  the  differential  coefficient  of  V with  regard  to  by  Z.  Thus 

8V=*?8u  + Xd-^  + Y^+Z^. 

du  ax  ay  da 

By  Art.  175  we  have  in  the  notation  of  the  present  chapter 

8 JJJ  Vdx  dydz=  JJJs  V dx  dy  dz 

+ Lofafa  VSx  + JdxQJdz  V8y+  Jdxjdy\J  V8z. 

There  are  four  terms  in  8 V giving  rise  to  four  terms  in 
JJJ 8 Ydxdy  dz. 

The  first  term  is  not  susceptible  of  transformation. 

The  second  term  is  to  be  transformed  by  equation  (1)  of  Art. 
178;  this  gives 

JdxJdy  fd*X^=-JdxJdyfdz^8u 
+ •';/*/&  XSu  -Jdx  I I'Jdz  X g Su  - JdxJdy  Qx  d£  Su. 


The  third  term  arising  from  8 V is  to  be  transformed  by  equation 
(2)  of  Art.  178;  this  gives 

M*l* 

15—2 
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The  fourth  term  arising  from  8 V is  to  be  transformed  by  equa- 
tion (3)  of  Art.  178 ; this  gives  , 

fdxjdyfdzZ^  = - jdxjdyjdz  gsu 

dyl^Zhu. 

Thus  we  have  finally 

Sfjfvdx  dy  dz  -///*«  ~ - ~-y  - d~)  dx dydz 

+ Cjdyjdz(V8x  + X8u) 

+ jdx\*Jdz  (V8y - X^8u+  Y8i i) 

+ W*  -xrJ“-r  $«»  + **•)  • 

Of  these  terms  those  affected  with  the  symbols 
Ijfdyfdz  and  Jdxj^  Jdz 

vanish  when  we  confine  ourselves  to  the  particular  case  considered 
by  Delaunay,  as  we  have  already  explained  in  Art.  186.  The  re- 
maining terms  agree  as  far  as  they  go  with  the  result  given  in 
Art.  144. 


- jdx 
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196.  We  are  now  about  to  give  the  history  of  that  part 
of  our  subject  which  relates  to  the  criteria  for  distinguishing  a 
maximum  from  a minimum,  and  for  ascertaining  when  neither  a 
maximum  nor  a minimum  exists. 

We  have  already  intimated  in  Art.  5,  that  Legendre  had 
arrived  at  some  results  on  these  [joints,  and  that  Lagrange  had 
shewn  that  further  investigations  were  required  in  order  to  ensure 
the  accuracy  of  Legendre’s  conclusions.  The  requisite  investiga- 
tions were  supplied  by  Jacobi  in  1837,  and  the  memoir  which 
Jacobi  then  published  has  given  rise  to  an  extensive  series  of 
commentaries  and  developments.  Before  however  we  proceed  to 
Jacobi’s  investigations,  we  will  give  an  analysis  of  Legendre’s 
memoir  and  of  some  others  connected  with  it. 

197.  Legendre’s  memoir  is  entitled  Memoire  sur  la  manihre 
de  distinguer  les  maxima  des  minima  dans  le  Calcul  des  Variations . 
It  is  printed  in  the  volume  for  1786  of  the  Histoire  de  V Acadimie 
Rot/ale  des  Sciences ; this  volume  is  dated  1788.  The  memoir  ex- 
tends from  page  7 to  page  37.  There  is  an  Addition  to  the  memoir 
on  pages  348 — 351  of  the  volume  for  1787  of  the  Histoire  ... ; this 
volume  is  dated  1789. 

198.  The  first  investigation  in  Legendre’s  memoir  is  in  sub- 
stance the  same  as  that  whicli  we  have  given  in  Art.  5.  He  shews 
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by  the  method  there  used  that  the  problem  he  is  considering  may 
be  reduced  to  the  investigation  of  the  sign  of 

\ (fyi)’  “ \ W + \ ^ (si>  + ASy)'dx. 

In  Article  5,  we  supposed  Sy,  and  3y0  to  be  zero,  so  that  the 
part  of  the  above  expression  free  from  the  integral  sign  vanishes. 
Legendre  adopts  the  following  method  with  respect  to  the  inte- 
grated part  of  the  above  expression ; the  value  of  X is  to  be 
determined  from  a differential  equation  and  it  will  therefore  in- 
volve an  arbitrary  constant,  and  this  arbitrary  constant  may  be 
supposed  to  be  so  taken  as  to  make  X,  (By,)*  — \ (By0)*  vanish  or 
have  the  same  sign  as  the  part  of  the  expression  under  the  in- 
tegral sign. 


199.  Legendre  next  considers  the  case  in  which  the  integral 
of  an  expression  f(x,  y,  p,  q)  is  to  be  a maximum  or  a minimum, 

where  p = ^ and  q - ^ . The  investigation  is  similar  to  that 


already  given,  and  the  conclusion  is  that  the  result  found  by  the 
ordinary  processes  of  the  Calculus  of  Variations  will  be  a maxi- 

if  -j4t  is  always  negative  between  the  limits  of  the  integra- 


mum 


tion,  and  a minimum  if  it  is  always  positive. 

Legendre  then  says  that  it  is  easy  to  generalise  these  results 
and  to  infer  that  the  ordinary  processes  will  give  a maximum,  if 

the  second  differential  coefficient  of  f(x,y, 


dy 
dx ' 


d?lL 

dx ’ 


with 


re- 


spect to  the  highest  of  the  quantities  -j^,  , ...  which  it  in- 

volves is  always  negative  between  the  limits  of  the  integration, 
and  a minimum  if  that  second  differential  coefficient  is  always 
positive. 


200.  Legendre  next  considers  the  case  in  which  we  have  to 
find  the  maximum  or  minimum  of  jf(x,  y,p)  dx,  supposing  that 
x is  susceptible  of  variation  as  well  as  y.  The  investigation  is 
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now  more  complicated  than  that  in  Articles  5 and  198 ; the  re- 
sult however  is  the  same,  namely,  that  there  is  a maximum  or 

minimum  according  as  is  constantly  negative  or  constantly 

positive  between  the  limits  of  the  integration. 


201.  Legendre  next  supposes  that  we  have  to  find  the  maxi- 
mum or  minimum  of  Jf(x,  y,  p,  <f>)  dx,  where  <£  is  to  be  determined 

from  the  differential  equation  ~ = t{r,  in  which  ifr  is  a known 


function  of  x,  y,  p,  and  <f>.  The  result  at  which  Legendre  arrives 
is  wrong,  aud  the  correct  result  was  afterwards  given  by  Brunaccl. 


202.  Legendre  then  illustrates  his  investigations  by  some  ex- 
amples. He  first  considers  the  case  of  the  solid  of  least  resistance, 
and  he  shews  that  the  ordinary  result  is  not  necessarily  a minimum. 
He  then  considers  the  problem  in  which  among  all  curves  of  given 
length  having  their  extremities  in  two  fixed  points,  that  is  re- 
quired which  has  its  centre  of  gravity  lowest ; here  his  method 
indicates  that  the  catenary  does  possess  the  required  property. 
Then  lie  considers  the  problem  in  which  a curve  of  given  length 
is  to  be  drawn  between  two  fixed  points,  so  that  the  area  bounded 
by  the  curve,  the  ordinates  of  the  fixed  points,  and  the  axis  of 
absciss®  shall  be  a maximum  or  a minimum.  He  shews  that 
the  required  curve  will  in  some  cases  be  a circular  arc,  and  in 
other  cases  will  be  composed  of  a circular  arc  and  one  or  two 
straight  lines;  wc  shall  have  occasion  to  return  to  this  point 
hereafter.  The  three  examples  thus  discussed  by  Legendre  form 
a very  interesting  and  instructive  part  of  his  memoir. 

Finally  Legendre  takes  the  problem  of  the  brachistochrone  in 
which  the  moving  particle  is  to  pass  from  one  given  curve  to 
another,  starting  with  an  assigned  velocity.  Then  the  expression 
to  be  made  a minimum  is 

<y(l  + P*)  dx 

JV(y-c  + A)’ 


Digitized  by  Google 


232 


LEGENDRE,  BRLNACCI,  JACOBI. 


where  h is  the  height  due  to  the  assigned  initial  velocity,  and  c is 
the  ordinate  of  the  point  at  which  the  motion  begins.  Legendre 
takes  c and  x to  be  susceptible  of  variation,  as  well  as  y and  p, 
and  by  a laborious  investigation  he  arrives  at  the  result  that  the 
time  of  motion  is  necessarily  a minimum  if  the  curve  described 
be  a cycloid,  which  meets  the  two  given  curves  in  points  where  the 
tangents  to  those  curves  are  parallel,  and  which  cuts  the  lower 
curve  at  right  angles. 

203.  In  the  addition  to  his  memoir,  Legendre  makes  some 
remarks  in  order  to  strengthen  two  points  in  his  conclusions.  lie 
says  that  he  has  to  shew  in  the  first  place  that  the  quantities 
which  he  supposes  determined  by  differential  equations,  like  the 
X of  Article  5,  are  necessarily  real ; and  in  the  second  place  that, 
as  we  have  stated  in  Art.  198,  the  arbitrary  constants  which  occur 
in  the  solutions  of  the  differential  equations  can  be  chosen  so  as 
to  make  the  integrated  part  of  the  terms  of  the  second  order  in 
the  variation  zero,  or  of  the  same  sign  as  the  unintegrated  part. 
Accordingly  he  makes  some  observations  in  order  to  establish 
these  two  points. 

204.  Two  remarks  may  be  introduced  here.  In  the  first 
place  it  must  be  remembered  that  all  Legendre’s  investigations 
are  subject  to  the  objection  indicated  by  Lagrange ; sec  Articles 
5 and  6.  Legendre  does  not  solve  the  differential  equations  which 
he  obtains,  so  that  there  is  no  security  that  the  quantities  he  uses 
retain  always  finite  values;  and  Lagrange  shewed  that  in  a simple 
example  Legendre’s  conclusions  were  not  necessarily  true.  In  the 
second  place,  in  all  investigations  with  the  view  of  distinguishing 
maxima  from  minima  values,  it  is  of  course  necessary  that  we 
should  retain  all  the  terms  of  the  second  order  which  can  occur 
in  our  expressions.  Now  such  formula:  as  those  of  Poisson  and 
Ostrogradsky  in  Articles  102  and  124  arc  only  true  to  the  first 
order,  and  consequently  cannot  be  used  in  any  investigation  in 
which  wc  arc  discriminating  between  maxima  and  minima  values. 
This  is  one  of  the  reasons  which  render  it  advisable  to  avoid 
giving  a variation  to  the  independent  variable;  see  Art.  25.  If, 
for  example,  we  vary  y and  not  x,  then  we  have  Sp  absolutely  the 
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same  thing  as  If  however  we  vary  both  y and  x,  it  is  shewn 

in  elementary  works,  as  in  Art  39,  that 


f </8u  dBx 


tlx 


this  equation  however  is  not  accurately  true,  but  only  true  to  the 
first  order.  For 

dy-pdx, 

dy  + dSy  = (p  + Bj>)  (dx  + dSx) ; 

therefore 

s _ dSy  — pdSx  _ fdhy  pdSx\  / dSx\~l 

P dx  + dSx  \dx  dx  ) \ dx  ) ’ 


thus  in  order  to  be  true  to  the  second  order  we  must  take 


pdhx' 
dx  . 


dhx\ 

d xJ’ 


and  in  fact  Legendre  uses  this  value  of  Sp  on  page  15  of  his 
memoir. 


205.  We  have  next  to  consider  two  memoirs  by  Branacci. 
The  first  of  these  is  entitled,  On  the  criteria  which  distinguish 
maxima  from  minima  in  integral  expressions ; it  is  published 
in  the  Meinorie  dell'  1st  it  uto  Nazionale  Italiano,  Vol.  I.  part  2. 
Bologna,  1800.  The  memoir  extends  over  pages  191 — 202  of  the 
volume ; its  object  is  to  correct  an  error  in  the  memoir  which 
Legendre  published  in  the  History  of  the  French  Academy  for 

1786;  see  Art.  201.  Suppose  we  have  the  integral  f Vdx  where  V 


involves  x,  y, 


•hi 

dx 


, and  s,  and  z is  determined  by  the  differential 


equation  = Z \ where  Z is  a function  of  x,  y,  ^ , and 


Then 


Legendre  arrives  at  the  following  result ; J Vdx  is  rendered  a 
maximum  or  minimum  by  the  ordinary  processes  according  as 
(~i  is  constantly  negative  or  constantly  positive  between  the 
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limits  of  the  integration,  where  p stands  for  ^ . Legendre’s 

method  is  rather  obscure  and  Brunacci  follows  it;  we  will  here 
give  the  investigation  in  the  usual  manner,  and  we  shall  obtain 
the  same  result  as  Brunacci. 


20G.  Let  A denote  a function  of  x at  present  undetermined; 
then  we  may  consider  that  we  have  to  find  the  maximum  or 
minimum  of 

/{F+ *(£-*)}*' 

and  we  will  denote  this  expression  by  U.  . 

Now,  considering  only  terms  of  the  first  order,  we  have 
dV  dV  dV 

B F=  Bz  + ^ &P  = + -BSy  + CBp  say ; 


BZ=  ~ Bz  + ~ By  + Bp  = A'Sz  + BBy  + C'Bp  say ; 


thus 


\dBz 

dx 


dx. 


BU= - \A')  Bz  + (B  — \B')  By  + (C —\C)  Bp  + 

By  the  usual  process  of  integration  by  parts  we  get 
8tf=((7_\C")  By  + \Bz 

+ ^A-\A’-d^Bzdx+[  B-\B' -^{C-XC'^Bydx. 

Now  assume  X such  that 

A-XA-^O; 

then,  in  order  that  BU may  vanish,  we  must  have  also 
B-\B'-^(O-\C')=0. 

Between  the  last  two  equations  we  must  eliminate  X,  and  thus 
we  shall  obtain  a differential  equation  for  determining  the  required 
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relation  between  x and  y.  We  now  proceed  to  examine  whether 
U is  thus  rendered  a maximum  or  a minimum.  The  terms  of  the 
second  order  in  B V are 


~ d?  (5z) 


2 


d'V  * * . d'V'  s 1 cPVfi  „ 


. s x i 1 rv,. 


say  =If  (&*)•  + ^Sz%  + /7SzS/J  + J7  (ty)*  + JEty  8p  + i L (B ip)». 

J « A 


We  shall  denote  the  similar  terms  in  SZby 
\ F'(hz)'  + G'Bz  By  + H'BzBp  + \ / '(%)'  + K'ByBp+1-  L\Bp)\ 


Let  .F-XF'-J/;  G-\G'  = N,  JT-X/T-0, 

I —\I'  — P,  K-XK'=Q,  L-\L'  = R ; 
then  we  have  to  examine  the  sign  of 

Jj.l/  (Sz)’  + 2 NBzBy  + 2 OBzBp  4-  P{By)'  + 2 QByBp  + 7?  (Sp)*|f£r. 

Now  assume  that  this  expression  can  be  put  in  the  form 
l {By)*  + mSy  Bz  + n ( Bz )*  + Jit  (Bp  + hSy  + &&)’  dx ; 

differentiate  both  sides  of  the  assumed  identity,  and  equate  the 

d&z 

coefficients  of  like  terms,  observing  that  can  be  expressed 

dhz 

in  terms  of  By,  Bz,  and  Bp,  since  = BZ;  thus  we  shall  obtain 

five  equations  for  determining  the  five  quantities  h,  k,  l,  m,  n,  and 
three  of  these  five  equations  are  differential  equations  of  the  first 
order.  Then  we  assume,  as  Legendre  does,  that  by  giving  suit- 
able values  to  the  arbitrary  constants  we  can  make  the  integrated 
part  l ( By )*  + mBy  Bz  + n ( Bz )*  vanish.  Thus  finally  if  It  be  always 
negative  between  the  limits  of  the  integration,  we  obtain  a maximum 
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value  of  U,  and  if  It  be  always  positive  between  the  limits  of 
integration,  we  obtain  a minimum  value  of  U.  And 


R-d  T_x^‘z 

11  - dp'  dp * • 


This  is  Brunacci’s  result,  and  it  shews  that  Legendre's  result 
is  wrong.  The  investigation  is  of  course  subject  to  the  excep- 
tions that  have  been  already  indicated  in  Articles  5 and  6. 


207.  We  now  pass  to  Brunacci’s  second  memoir.  This  is 
entitled,  Memoir  on  the  criteria  which  distinguish  maxima  from 
minima  in  double  integrals ; it  is  published  in  the  Memorie  dell' 
Istituto  Nazionale  Italiano,  Vol.  II.  part  2.  Bologna,  1810.  It 
extends  over  pages  121 — 170. 

Brunacci  refers  to  Legendre’s  memoir  on  the  criteria  for  dis- 
tinguishing maxima  from  minima  in  single  integrals,  and  his  own 
correction  of  one  of  Legendre’s  results  in  his  former  memoir.  lie 
states  that  so  far  as  he  knew,  no  similar  investigations  had  been 
made  with  respect  to  double  integrals.  He  proposes  to  consider  this 
point;  but  before  doing  so,  he  gives  some  investigations  with 
respect  to  single  integrals  in  order  to  prepare  the  way.  His 
memoir  is  divided  into  twelve  sections. 


208.  In  his  first  section,  Brunacci  makes  a few  remarks  on 
the  conditions  necessary  for  the  existence  of  a maximum  or  mini- 
mum value  of  a function.  He  says  that  he  has  proved  in  his 
, ' rt 

Course  of  higher  analysis,  that  f{x)  dx  is  a positive  quantity 

J a 

provided  that  f(x)  is  always  positive  for  values  of  x between  x — a 
and  x — b,  and  provided  also  that  the  differential  coefficients/'  (*), 
f"(x),  ...  are  always  finite  between  the  same  values.  It  is  ob- 
vious however  that  Brunacci  is  wrong  in  saying  that  it  is  necessary 
that  the  differential  coefficients  should  be  finite ; it  is  sufficient 
that  f{x)  be  always  positive.  Brunacci  repeats  this  unnecessary 
restriction  elsewhere  in  his  memoir,  but  it  does  not  affect  his 
results. 


200.  In  his  second  section  Brunacci  investigates  the  conditions 
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which  must  subsist  in  order  that  jyfrdx  may  have  a maximum 

or  a minimum  value,  where  ->Jr  involves  x,  y,  and  -¥■ ; and  he 

dx 

shews  how  to  distinguish  between  a maximum  and  a minimum. 
The  investigation  is  the  same  as  Legendre’s;  see  Art.  198. 

In  his  third  section  Brunacci  supposes  that  i|r  involves  x,  y, 
di  d^ 

^ and  ^ , and  he  investigates  the  condition  that  must  subsist 

in  order  that  jifrdx  may  have  a maximum  or  a minimum  value ; 

and  he  distinguishes  between  the  two  cases.  The  investigation 
is  similar  to  that  already  given ; and  the  result  coincides  with 
that  found  by  Legendre,  and  stated  in  Art.  199. 


is 


210.  In  his  fourth  section,  Brunacci  makes  some  introductory 
remarks  on  the  subject  of  double  integrals.  He  states  that  a 

double  integral  j' J F (x,  y)  dx  dy  taken  between  definite  limits 

positive,  provided  that  F(x,y)  is  positive  between  the  limits  of 
the  integrations,  and  provided  also  that  the  partial  differential 
coefficients  of  F (a;,  y)  with  respect  to  x and  y are  all  finite  be- 
tween those  limits.  The  restriction  with  respect  to  the  differen- 
tial coefficients  is  unnecessary.  It  is  of  course  quite  true  that  in 
the  questions  treated  by  the  Calculus  of  Variations,  such  restric- 
tions occur,  because  certain  expansions  are  effected  by  Taylor’s 
Theorem ; but  Brunacci  is  wrong  in  saying  that  these  restrictions 
occur  in  the  simple  case  indicated  above. 

211.  In  his  fifth  section,  Brunacci  takes  the  integral  jjyfrdxdy, 

where  ijr  involves  x,  y,  and  z,  and  it  is  required  to  determine  z 
a3  a function  of  x and  y so  that  the  double  integral  may  be  a 
maximum  or  a minimum.  He  arrives  at  the  following  results; 

for  a maximum  or  a minimum  we  must  have  <~  = 0,  and  then 

«z 


there  will  be  a maximum  or  a minimum  according  as 


d'+  . 
dz' 


is 
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always  negative  or  always  positive  between  the  limits  of  the 

• • * -i-  w*  _l_  2* 

integrations.  For  an  example  he  supposes  i|r  = , and 

ycyz 


lie  obtains  as  the  result  z = \/(x?  + yr).  He  then  suggests  as  a 
particular  case,  that  the  integrations  should  be  taken  from 
y = 0 to  y — ax,  and  from  x = 0 to  x = b ; he  does  not  observe 
that  for  these  limits  his  double  integral  becomes  infinite. 

212.  In  his  sixth  section,  Brunacei  considers  the  double  in- 
tegral JJijrdxdy,  where  yfr  involves  x,  y,  z,  and  . He  proceeds 

as  Legendre  does  for  a single  integral  and  he  arrives  at  the  fol- 

dz 

lowing  result ; let  p denote  , then  to  ensure  a maximum  the 

relation  between  z and  x and  y must  be  such  as  to  make  ^ 

always  negative  between  the  limits  of  the  integrations,  and  to 
ensure  a minimum  always  positive.  As  in  Legendre’s  process,  it 
is  assumed  that  the  quantities  which  occur  always  remain  finite, 
and  this  condition  cannot  be  tested  because  a certain  differential 
relation  which  occurs  is  not  investigated,  but  only  supposed  to  be 
investigated.  Brunacei  takes  for  an  example  yfr  = \/(l  4-  p*) . 


We 


213.  In  his  seventh  section,  Brunacei  considers  the  double 

integral  JJyfrdxdy,  where  y/r  involves  x,  y,  z,  ^ , and  ^ . 

will  give  in  substance  the  investigation  of  this  case  as  an  example. 
Let  V denote  the  proposed  double  integral,  then  we  require  the 
maximum  or  minimum  value  of  U.  The  first  thing  to  do  is  to 
investigate  the  value  of  hU to  the  first  order  and  to  make  it  vanish. 
The  value  of  BU  to  the  first  order  has  been  given  in  Art.  59; 
and  by  the  usual  method  the  value  of  z in  terms  of  x and  y must 
be  found  from  the  equation 

r d-M  dN  n 
dx  dy 

The  arbitrary  functions  which  enter  into  the  value  of  z must 
then  be  so  determined  as  to  make  the  remaining  terms  in  BU 
vanish  which  are  given  in  Art.  59. 
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We  then  proceed  to  consider  the  terms  of  the  second  order. 
I jet#  denote  and  q denote  and  let 

_ y ^t-p  - n 

dz'  ~ ’ df  ~ ' ~ 


and 


#±_  - 7?  _ <?  _ T 

dzdp~It’  dzdq~a'  ’ 

Sz  = to. 


df 

<Tifr 

dpdq 


Then  we  have  to  examine  the  sign  of  the  expression 

'^Y+Q^Y+S*.*! 


/X{*'+I'©+,0s)+ffc 


dx 


da  ^mdada\  , 7 

+ 2 Sa  —j — h 2 T -j- - -y-i-  dx  dy. 

, dy  dx  dy)  J 

Let  a and  0 be  two  quantities  at  present  undetermined ; then 
the  above  double  integral  is  identically  equal  to 

0;£**+/X¥** 

+ ["  !"•  j A* + ta.  df  + iC«  t +p(% )' 

Jjr0Jy0  [ dx  dy  \dxj 


where  A = Z-^-d-^,  B=R  — a,  C=S-/3. 


The  expression 


'>  fy<  da'fi 


n 

J*oJl 


dxdy 


r0J  l/o  dy 

really  involves  only  a single  integral,  because  the  integration  with 
respect  to  y can  be  immediately  effected. 

The  expression 

[x  1 f da'a  . , 

-j^dxdy 


IT 

J-r0Jv, 


Digitized  by  Google 


240 


LEGENDRE,  BRUNACCI,  JACOBI. 


also  really  involves  only  a single  integral ; because  v\e  may  change 
the  order  of  integration  if  we  make  suitable  changes  in  the  limits, 
and  then  the  integration  with  respect  to  x can  be  immediately 
effected. 


Now  consider  the  double  integral.  The  necessary  and  sufficient 
conditions  in  order  that 


Aa>,  + 2Bw<^  + 2Cc0(I°>  + P 
ax  dy 


fdw\* 

Ur 


did 


■'a 


+ q -r- +2T^ 


dto 


dx  dg 


should  retain  an  invariable  sign  are  these, 

PQ  — T*  must  be  positive, 

and  ( PC-BT)'  must  .be  less  than  (PQ  - T)  (PA  - B!) ; 

and  the  sign  is  then  positive  or  negative  according  as  P is  positive 
or  negative.  (Sec  Differential  Calculus,  Art.  236.) 

Now  we  may  suppose  that  the  arbitrary  quantities  a and  /9  are 
so  taken  as  to  satisfy  the  condition  that 

(PC  - BTf  is  less  than  (PQ-  T)  (PA  - B *) ; 

this  condition  involves  a,  B,  ^ and  — . 

dx  dy 

We  have  then  the  following  result.  In  order  to  ensure  a mini- 
mum we  must  have  P positive  and  PQ  — T*  positive  throughout 

the  limits  of  the  integrations.  That  is,  we  must  have  positive, 

, , d'yfr  d'^fr  t \*  . . 

andalS0^-^-fej  P°SltlVe‘ 

Similarly  in  order  to  ensure  a maximum  we  must  have  P nega- 
tive and  PQ  — T1  positive  throughout  the  limits  of  the  integra- 

. , . d 3\Ir  . _ d*ylr  d*ilr  ( cfNk  \*  . . 

tions;  that  is,  j-j  negative  and  — j- positive. 


dp' 


dp ' d<i  \dp  dg) 


It  will  also  be  necessary  that  the  expression 


Digitized  by  Google 


BKUNACCI. 


241 


should  be  zero  or  negative  for  a maximum,  and  zero  or  positive  for  a 
minimum ; this  condition  will  be  secured  for  example  if  Sz  be  zero 
at  the  limits  of  the  integrations,  for  then  the  term  just  given  will 
vanish. 

The  whole  investigation  is  of  course  liable  to  the  objection  that 
as  the  values  of  a and  ft  are  not  explicitly  found  we  have  no  means 
of  ascertaining  whether  they  remain  finite  throughout  the  limits  of 
the  integrations. 


214.  For  an  example  of  the  preceding  investigation  Brunacci 
supposes  tfr  = — a*  • In  this  case  he  finds  that  the  rela- 

tion between  r,  y,  and  z is  to  be  determined  from  = o*  , 

ay  cucr 

so  that 

z = ip  (x  + ay)  + F(x  - ay), 


where  <£  and  F denote  arbitrary  functions.  For  a particular  case  he 
supposes  that  the  surface  denoted  by  the  required  relation  is  to  pass 
through  an  oval  plane  curve  determined  by  the  equations 

y = mx  +n,  s — V(r*  — x*). 

He  says  that  then  by  determining  suitably  the  first  arbitrary 
function  we  shall  have 


z = *J[M+N  ( x + ay)  + L (x  + oy)J)  +F(x-  ay), 


where 


r*  (1  + am)*  — a*n* 

(1  + am)*  ’ 

xr  2a”  t _ 1 

(1+am)”  (1  + am)* " 


But  the  surface  Brunacci  thus  obtains  will  not  pass  through  the 
curve  in  question  if  F(x-ay)  is  still  left  arbitrary.  In  continuing 
the  discussion  of  this  example  he  arrives  at  the  result  that  there  is 
neither  a maximum  nor  a minimum.  He  says  that  this  ought  to  be 
the  case,  because  as  i/r  is  zero  the  double  integral  Jf\fr  clx  ciy  over 
assigned  limits  is  also  zero.  Since  he  says  that  yfr  is  zero,  it  would 
appear  that  he  supposes  F(x—ay)  = 0,  for  then  his  surface  does 
pass  through  the  curve  in  question  and  yfr  is  zero.  But  then  it 
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is  not  obvious  what  he  means  by  saying  that  there  ought  to  be 
neither  a maximum  nor  a minimum,  since  it  is  quite  possible  that 
a zero  value  of  a function  may  be  a maximum  or  a minimum  value 
of  that  function. 


215.  In  his  eighth  section  Brunacci  supposes  that  i fr  involves 
dz  dz  d‘z  d'z  , d'z 


same  manner  as  before  to  determine  the  conditions  necessary  in 
order  that  ffyfrdxdy  may  have  a maximum  or  minimum  value.  He 
arrives  at  the  same  results  as  Delaunay  afterwards  gave  in  his 
memoir;  see  Art.  147. 


X>  Z>  dx  ’ dy  ’ dad  ’ dx  dy 


; and  he  proceeds  in  the 


216.  The  remainder  of  Brunacci’s  memoir  consists  of  four 
sections  and  is  devoted  to  the  investigation  of  the  conditions  for  a 

maximum  or  minimum  of  Jfyjr  dx  dy,  when  y/r  involves  x,  y,  z,  , 
and  C^r , and  also  another  function  V,  which  i3  determined  by 


dV 

dx 


dy' 


dz  dz 


= <f>,  where  <f>  involves  x,  y,  z,  ^ , 


V,  and  This 

dy 


case  is  analogous  to  that  involving  only  a single  integral  in  which 
Brunacci  corrected  an  error  of  Legendre’s.  Brunacci’s  method 
does  not  appear  very  clear.  The  ordinary  method  would  be  to 
investigate  the  maximum  or  minimum  of 


dx  dy. 


Then  when  the  usual  reductions  are  effected  the  variation  of 
the  double  integral  to  the  first  order  would  contain  under  the  inte- 
gral signs  two  terms,  one  of  the  form  A8V,  and  the  other  of  the 
form  B8z.  We  should  then  assume  X.  such  as  to  make  .4=0,  and 
then  it  follows  that  in  order  that  the  variation  may  vanish  we  must 
also  have  Z?  = 0.  The  part  of  the  variation  which  is  of  the  second 
order  might  then  be  examined  in  the  ordinary  wny. 


217.  Nothing  was  added  to  this  part  of  the  Calculus  of  Varia- 
tions between  the  publication  of  Bruuacci’s  second  memoir  and  the 
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publication  of  Jacobi’s  memoir.  Lacroix,  Dirksen,  and  Ohm  in 
their  respective  works  explained  Legendre’s  method  without  any 
improvements.  Ohm  seems  to  have  regarded  the  results  as  more 
certain  than  they  really  are,  for  he  omits  all  reference  to  the  quali- 
fications indicated  by  Lagrange ; see  Articles  5 and  6.  Lacroix 
does  give  these  on  his  pages  811 — 813,  and  Dirksen  on  his  page 
113  notices  the  limitation  that  the  quantities  he  introduces  must 
remain  finite. 

218.  We  now  proceed  to  Jacobi's  memoir.  This  memoir  is 
entitled,  On  the  theory  of  the  Calculus  of  Variations  and  of  dif- 
ferential equations,  by  C.  G.  Jacobi.  It  was  published  in  the 
17th  volume  of  Crelle’s  Mathematical  Journal  in  1837.  ••  The 
memoir  purports  to  be  an  extract  from  a letter  dated  November 
29th,  1836,  addressed  to  Professor  Enke,  secretary  to  the  mathe- 
matical class  of  the  Academy  of  Sciences  at  Berlin.  The  memoir 
extends  over  pages  68 — 82  of  the  volume ; nine  pages  relate  to  the 
Calculus  of  Variations  and  the  remainder  to  the  differential  equa- 
tions which  occur  in  Dynamics.  A French  translation  of  the 
memoir  appeared  in  the  third  volume  of  Liouville’s  Journal  of 
Mathematics  in  1838. 

Wc  confine  ourselves  to  that  part  of  Jacobi’s  memoir  which 
relates  to  the  Calculus  of  Variations;  for  an  account  of  Jacobi’s 
researches  on  Dynamics  the  student  is  referred  to  Mr  Cayley’s 
Report  on  the  recent  progress  of  Theoretical  Dynamics,  in  the  Report 
of  the  British  Association  for  the  advancement  of  Science  for  1857. 

The  remainder  of  the  present  chapter  consists  of  a translation 
of  the  first  nine  pages  of  Jacobi's  memoir;  it  will  be  seen  that 
Jacobi  merely  gives  the  enunciation  of  results  without  demonstra- 
tions, and  we  shall  afterwards  indicate  the  writers  who  have  sup- 
plied the  demonstrations. 

219.  I have  succeeded  in  supplying  a great  deficiency  in  the 
Calculus  of  Variations.  In  problems  on  maxima  and  minima  which 
depend  on  this  Calculus  no  general  rule  is  known  for  deciding 
whether  a solution  really  gives  a maximum  or  a minimum  or 
neither.  It  has  indeed  been  shewn  that  the  question  amounts  to 
determining  whether  the  integrals  of  a certain  system  of  differential 
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equations  remain  finite  throughout  the  limits  of  the  integral  which 
is  to  have  a maximum  or  minimum  value.  But  the  integrals  of 
these  differential  equations  were  not  known,  nor  had  any  other 
method  been  discovered  for  ascertaining  whether  they  did  remain 
finite  throughout  the  required  interval.  I have  however  discovered 
that  these  integrals  can  be  immediately  obtained  when  we  have 
integrated  the  differential  equations  of  the  problem  under  con- 
sideration, that  is,  the  differential  equations  which  must  be  satisfied 
in  order  that  the  first  variation  may  vanish.  In  fact,  suppose  that 
by  the  integration  of  these  differential  equations  we  have  obtained 
expressions  for  the  required  functions  involving  a certain  number 
of  arbitrary  constants,  then  the  partial  differential  coefficients  of 
these  functions  with  respect  to  these  arbitrary  constants  will  furnish 
the  integrals  of  those  new  differential  equations  which  we  have  to 
solve  in  order  to  determine  the  criteria  for  the  existence  of  a maxi- 
mum or  minimum. 


220.  Let  us  consider  the  simplest  case ; let  the  integral  which 
is  to  have  a maximum  or  minimum  value  be 


Jffc,  y>  y ')  dx> 


where  y is  put  for  ^ . Then  we  know  that  y is  to  be  found  from 
the  differential  equation 


dy  dx  dy' 


= 0. 


The  value  of  y obtained  from  this  differential  equation  will  contain 
two  arbitrary  constants  which  I will  denote  by  a and  b.  The 
second  variation  of  the  proposed  integral  is 


„ d'f 

2 tew 
dydy 


d<r  ) 


dx; 


where  w = By  and  to  — 


dw 
dx  ’ 


Now  to  have  the  complete  criteria  for  the  existence  of  a maxi- 
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mum  or  minimum  we  must  know  the  complete  expression  of  a 
function  v which  satisfies  the  differential  equation 


dy(df,±\_(  <zy 

dy'1  \dy%  dx)  \dydy 


+ v 


tliis  may  be  seen  in  Lagrange’s  Theory  of  Functions  or  in  Dirksen’a 
Calculus  of  \ ariations.  (Ohm’s  Calculus  of  Variations  is  not  exact 
on  this  point.)  The  expression  for  v I find  in  the  following  manner. 
Let 


— J+4- 


, dy  dy 
where  — -£ 
da  do 


are  the  partial  differential  coefficients  of  y with 


respect  to  the  constants  a and  b which  occur  in  y,  and  a and  /9 
are  new  arbitrary  constants ; then  the  required  expression  for  v 
will  be 


v 


' , i d'/M 

jdydy  u dy'1  dx)  ’ 


which  contains  one  arbitrary  constant,  namely, 


£ 

a ' 


[The  differential  equation  which  v must  satisfy  is  the  same  as 
equation  (2)  of  Art.  5,  supposing  2X  = — v.] 

221.  The  case  in  which  differential  coefficients  of  a higher 
order  than  the  first  occur  in  the  expression  which  is  to  be  a maxi- 
mum or  minimum  is  more  difficult.  Let  the  expression  which  is 
to  be  a maximum  or  minimum  be 


\fix,y,y',y")dx, 

where  2/'  = and  y"  = ^ . Then  we  know  that  y must  be  found 
from  the  differential  equation 

dy  dx  dy  dx 1 dy"  ’ 

thus  y will  contain  four  arbitrary  constants  which  may  be  denoted 
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by  a,  a,,  a„  a,.  Also  let  By  = w,  By’  = w.  By"  = to" ; then  the 
second  variation  will  be 


/(: 


g«>+2 

dy‘ 


<pf  , LO  <**/  , 

-3-4-7  WW  + 2 MW  + j-73  to 

dydy  dydy  dy 


-f  2 ~j~rr~n  tow"  + w"*)  <£e. 

dy  dy  dy  J 


(Pf 

For  a maximum  or  minimum  must  retain  the  same  sign. 

But  in  order  to  have  the  complete  criteria  we  must  integrate  the 
following  system  of  differential  equations,  as  may  be  seen  in  La- 
grange’s Theory  of  Functions. 

d'f  (<Pf  dv\  _ ( d'f  _ y 
dy"1  [dy* + dx)  V dy  dy"  + *7  ’ 

d'f  {d'f  dv,  n \ ( d'f  , V 

dy"1  [dy*  + dx  + 2v,J  [dydy"  + V*j  * 


From  these  three  differential  equations  of  the  first  order,  which 
present  a rather  complicated  appearance,  the  three  functions  v,  v„ 
and  r,  must  be  determined ; and  the  complete  expressions  for  them 
will  involve  three  arbitrary  constants.  I have  found  the  integrals 
of  these  differential  equations  as  follows ; let 


dy  dy  dy  dy 
“ = “ j^+  oh.  + “*  ^.+  a’  da,  ’ 


I o dy  a dy  a dy 


so  that  u and  ut  are  linear  expressions  of  the  partial  differential 
coefficients  of  y with  respect  to  the  arbitrary  constants  which  it 
involves.  The  eight  constants  a,  a,,  a,,  a„  ft.  ft,,  ft,,  ft,  are  not 
entirely  arbitrary,  for  a certain  relation  must  exist  between  these 
six  quantities  aft,  - a,ft,  aft,  - aJ3,  aft,  - afi,  afi,  - afi»  ajd,  - a,ft„ 
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a,/9,  — Sj/8,,  which  I will  not  investigate  here.  The  following  then 
are  the  general  expressions  which  I have  found  for  v,  r,,  t>, ; 


<h\ 

dx 


J\f_ 

dy  dy' 


d*u. 

d*u 

d\f 

d'f 

U~d£~ 

dy  dy" 

dy”* 

du, 

u — 

du  ’ 

U — = — 

dx 

1 dx 

du  d*ux 

dut  d'u 

d\f  + 

d'f 

dxlh?~ 

dx  dx? 

dy  dy" 

dy”* 

du, 

U — 1 — 

du 
- U — r- 

dx 

1 dx 

d'u\ 

(du  d*ux 

d'f  1“ 

~dbT 

“*  dxV 

\dx  dx * 

dux  <7*t/\ 
dx  dx  V 


dy”* 


( du.  du\ 

("  dx  ~ dx) 


An  identical  equation  holds  between  the  six  quantities  aftx—a.x@, 

a/8,  — a,/S, , besides  the  relation  which  exists  between  them, 

and  these  quantities  occur  in  vt,  and  v only  in  the  form  of  ratios, 
so  that  they  constitute  in  fact  the  three  arbitrary  constants  which 
ought  to  appear. 


222.  The  general  theory  when  differential  coefficients  of  y of 
any  order  occur  under  the  sign  of  integration  may  be  deduced 
without  difficulty  from  a remarkable  property  of  a certain  class  of 
differential  equations.  These  differential  equations  of  the  2«th  order 
have  the  form 


0 = Ay  + 


d ■ Axy  df.  Aty_ 


dx 


do? 


' , d*.A,y" 
dx* 


d\A 

dx' 


where  , and  A,  Ax, ...  are  given  functions  of  x. 


Now  suppose  y to  be  any  integral  of  the  equation  1—0,  and 
put  « = ty,  then  will  the  following  expression  be  integrable, 

( , .d.  A,u • . d*.  Ay  , d \ _ p 

y\Au+— t~+~iLr-+--’  + —d^)-yU' 


where  u1”1  = , that  is  the  expression  is  integrable  without  know- 


dx' 
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ing  t.  Moreover  the  integral  is  of  the  same  form  as  Y,  only  n 
must  he  diminished  hy  1 ; so  that 


/ 


d.Bf  d*.  B.(" 

yUdx  = Bt  + ] - + 


dx 


did 


dx* 


dmt 


where  tfm>=  and  B,  Bx, ...  might  he  expressed  in  terms  of  y 

and  the  functions  A and  their  differential  coefficients.  The  proof 
of  this  proposition  is  not  without  difficulty.  I have  found  the 
general  expression  of  the  functions  B;  but  it  is  enough  for  the 

present  question  to  shew  that  JyUdx  can  be  put  in  the  form  indi- 
cated without  there  being  any  need  of  knowing  the  functions  B 
themselves. 


223.  The  metaphysic  of  the  results  obtained  (if  I may  use  a 
French  expression)  depends  nearly  upon  the  following  consider- 
ations. The  first  variation  is  known  to  take  the  form  J ( "By  dx, 
where  V=  0 is  the  equation  to  be  integrated.  The  second  variation 
then  takes  the  form  J 8 VSy  dx.  If  then  the  second  variation  is  to 

be  incapable  of  changing  its  sign,  it  must  be  incapable  of  vanish- 
ing ; so  that  the  equation  8 V=  0,  which  is  linear  in  By,  must  have 
no  integral  By  which  satisfies  the  conditions  to  which  by  the  nature 
of  the  problem  By  is  subjected.  Thus  we  see  that  the  equation 
2 F=  0 plays  an  important  part  in  these  investigations,  and  we  soon 
perceive  its  connexion  with  the  differential  equations  which  must 
be  integrated  in  order  to  obtain  the  criteria  for  maxima  and  minima. 
Also  we  easily  see  that  a partial  differential  coefficient  of  y with 
respect  to  any  constant  which  occurs  in  y as  the  solution  of  V=  0, 
will  be  a suitable  value  of  By  for  satisfying  the  differential  equation 
^ 0-  Thus  the  general  expression  for  By  as  the  integral  of  the 

equation  8 V=  0 will  be  a linear  function  of  all  the  partial  differ- 
ential coefficients  of  y with  respect  to  the  constants  which  it 
involves, 

224.  The  equation  8F=0,  of  which  we  can  thus  find  the 
complete  integral,  can  be  put  in  the  form  of  the  above  equation 
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Y «=  0,  with  By  in  the  place  of  y.  By  mean3  of  the  properties  of 
equations  of  this  kind,  we  can  by  repeated  integration  by  parts 

transform  the  expression  jSVSydx  into  another,  which  contains 

a perfect  square  under  the  integral  sign ; we  thus  obtain  the  trans- 
formation of  the  second  variation  which  was  always  desired. 

Take  for  example  the  integral  considered  already 
jf(x>  y,y',y")dx, 

and  let  u and  tq  have  the  meanings  already  assigned.  8 V can  be 
put  in  the  form 

fT-  ...  d.AtBy'  d* . A.  By" 

SV-Aly+ 

and  8 V will  = 0 when  By  = «.  Now  put  By  = uB'y ; then  from  the 
general  theorem  (Art.  222)  we  have 


J S VBy  dx  = Ju  BVB'y  dx 


*..■  ..<*•  ww 


-(«sy+— &- 


)s'y-  |(B8  y + ^M£)syja:. 


B'y  = ■ “>M  B" 


Denote  the  last  integral  by  Jv^y'dx;  then  the  equation  F,  = 0 

is  satisfied  when  we  put  B'y  — ^,  and  therefore  B’y'  = ~ , 

We  can  now  continue  the  same  method  by  putting 

" y ; 

so  that  by  the  same  general  theorem 

jvi8'y'dx=  j Vl  B"y  dx 

= C S"y'  8"y  - f C {B"yJ  dx ; 

and  this  is  the  last  transformation,  in  which  the  arbitrary  variation 
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occurs  under  the  integral  sign  only  in  the  form  of  a square.  And 
it  is  easily  seen  that 


and  therefore 


n,  - «M„  c,  g, , 


d'f 

Moreover  At  = so  that  C lias  always  the  same  sign  as 
d'f 

has,  and  this  sign  must  be  always  positive  for  a minimum 

and  always  negative  for  a maximum.  We  must  moreover  examine 
whether  B"y'  can  become  infinite  within  the  limits  of  integration ; 
this  we  can  ascertain  by  our  knowing  the  functions  u and  «,,  and 
these  we  know  as  soon  as  the  complete  integral  of  the  equation 
V—  0 is  given. 


225.  Although  the  analysis  just  indicated  requires  a good 
knowledge  of  the  Integral  Calculus,  yet  the  criteria  thence  obtained 
for  determining  whether  a solution  gives  in  general  a maximum  or 
minimum  are  very  simple.  I will  consider  the  case  in  which  we 
have  under  the  integral  sign  y and  its  differential  coefficients  up  to 
the  nth,  and  where  the  limiting  values  of  x,  y,  y',  y", ...  y{n~n  are 
given.  Now  the  2 n arbitrary  constants  which  occur  in  integrating 
the  differential  equation  of  the  (2n)ta  order  are  to  be  determined  by 
means  of  the  given  limiting  values ; but  as  this  involves  the  solution 
of  equations  there  will  be  in  general  several  systems  of  values  for 
the  arbitrary  constants,  so  that  several  curves  may  be  found  which 
satisfy  the  same  differential  equation  and  the  same  limiting  con- 
ditions. Let  one  of  these  systems  be  chosen,  and  let  one  limiting 
point  be  considered  as  fixed,  and  then  let  us  pass  from  this  point 
along  the  curve  to  following  points.  Now  take  one  of  these 
following  points  as  the  second  limiting  point ; then,  as  stated  above, 
it  may  happen  that  through  this  and  the  first  fixed  point  a second 
curve  can  also  be  drawn  which  satisfies  the  same  differential 
equation  as  the  first  curve  and  has  the  same  limiting  values 
of  y,  y", ...  y,*_u.  As  soon  then  as  by  passing  along  the  curve 
we  arrive  at  a point  for  which  one  of  the  other  curves  coincides  with 
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it,  or  as  we  may  say  approaches  indefinitely  near  to  it,  we  have 
reached  the  boundary  up  to  which  or  beyond  which  the  integration 
must  not  extend  if  there  is  to  be  a maximum  or  a minimum ; but 
if  the  integration  does  not  extend  up  to  this  boundary  there  will 

retains  the  same 

sign  between  the  limits. 


be  a maximum  or  minimum  provided  that 


dj_ 

{<>rr 


226.  In  order  to  illustrate  this  by  an  example  I will  consider 
the  principle  of  least  action  in  the  elliptic  motion  of  a planet. 

The  integral  considered  in  the  principle  of  least  action  can  never 
be  a maximum  as  Lagrange  believed ; it  will  not  however  always 
be  a minimum,  but  certain  conditions  must  hold  with  respect  to  the 
limits ; these  conditions  arc  given  by  the  preceding  general  rule, 
and  if  they  are  not  satisfied  the  integral  will  be  neither  a maximum 
nor  a minimum. 

Suppose  that  the  planet  begins  to  move  from  a where  a lies  be- 
tween the  perihelion  and  aphelion,  and  let  the  other  limit  be  b, 
(see  fig.  7) ; let  2 A be  the  major  axis,  f the  sun ; then  we  know 
that  the  other  focus  of  the  ellipse  is  obtained  by  the  intersection  of 
two  circles  described  from  the  centres  a and  b with  the  radii  2 A — af 
and  2 A —bf  respectively.  The  two  intersections  of  the  circles  give 
two  solutions  of  the  problem  which  can  only  coincide  when  the 
circles  touch,  that  is  when  the  line  nb  passes  through  the  other 
focus.  Thus  if  we  draw  the  chord  ad  through  the  focus  /',  then 
by  the  general  rule  (Art.  225),  the  other  limit  b must  fall  between 
a and  d if  the  integral  which  occurs  in  the  principle  of  least  action 
is  really  to  be  a minimum  for  the  ellipse.  If  b coincides  with  d 
then  the  second  variation  of  the  integral  cannot  become  negative, 
but  it  can  become  zero,  so  that  the  variation  of  the  integral  is  then 
of  the  third  order,  and  so'  may  be  either  positive  or  negative.  If 
b falls  beyond  d then  the  second  variation  itself  can  become 
negative. 

If  the  starting  point  a is  between  the  aphelion  and  the  peri- 
helion then  the  extreme  point  a is  determined  by  the  chord  of  the 
ellipse  drawn  from  a through  the  sun/,  (see  figure  8).  For  if  a and 
d arc  the  limits  we  can  obtain  an  infinite  number  of  solutions  by  the 
revolution  of  the  ellipse  round  ad.  If  then  in  the  last  case  the 
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second  limit  falls  beyond  a there  will  be  a curve  of  double  curvature 
between  the  two  given  limits  for  which  Jvds  is  less  than  it  is  for  the 
ellipse. 


227.  I will  say  a few  words  on  the  variation  of  double  inte- 
grals ; the  theory  of  this  subject  is  susceptible  of  greater  elegance 
than  it  has  obtained  even  after  the  labours  of  Gams  and  Poisson. 
In  order  to  give  an  example  of  the  way  in  which  it  seems  to 
me  proper  to  express  the  variation  of  a double  integral,  I will 
take  the  simplest  case  and  consider  Bfff(x,  y,  z,  p,  q ) dxdy  where 

« = $- , q = . Let  w be  the  variation  of  z ; then  will 

r dx  1 dy 


s jjf(x,  y,  2,  P,  q ) dxdy  =jjdxdy  (& 


w + 


df  dw 
dp  dx 


dq  dy)  ‘ 


Now  the  method  employed  in  single  integrals  consists  in  this ; 
the  expression  under  the  integral  sign  is  divided  into  two  parts,  one 
of  which  is  multiplied  by  to  and  the  other  is  the  element  of  an  inte- 
gral. The  first  must  be  put  equal  to  zero  under  the  sign  of  inte- 

gration if  the  variation  is  to  vanish  ; the  second  can  be  integrated 
and  we  make  the  integral  vanish.  So  in  like  manner  I divide  the 
expression  under  the  double  integral  sign  into  two  parts,  one  of 
which  is  multipled  by  to  and  the  other  is  the  element  of  a double 
integral  as  follows ; let  u = aw  and  put 

df  <£  dw  df  dw  _ , du  dv  du  dv 

dzW  + dp  dx  dq  dy  ~ 10  + dx  dy~  dy  dx' 

_ , , dw  dw  . 

Lquate  the  terms  m w,  ^ ; thus 


df  _ . da  dv  da  dv  df  _ dv 
dz  J ^ dx  dy  dy  dx  'dp  ° dy’ 


hence 


dz  dx  dp  dy  dq' 


df  _ dv 

(£q~~adi’ 


if  this  be  put  equal  to  zero  we  obtain  the  known  partial  differential 
equation,  which  is  here  deduced  in  a perfectly  symmetrical  manner. 
The  function  v must  satisfy  the  equation 


dv  df  dv  _ 
dp  dx  dq  dy 
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If  we  put  A = 0,  we  have 

8/j //(*»*  Z'P'  2)  ^ =/ =fldvdu> 

anil  this  taken  throughout  the  given  limits  must  vanish.  If  z is 
given  at  the  limits  w is  zero  at  the  limits  and  therefore  also  aw, 

that  is,  u ; therefore  jjdvdu  is  zero.  If  the  values  of  z at  the 

limits  are  entirely  arbitrary  v must  vanish  at  the  limits,  or  if  v = 0 
represent  the  limiting  curve  the  arbitrary  functions  which  occur  in 
the  solution  of  A — 0 must  be  so  determined  that 


df  dv  df  dv 
dp  dx  dq  dy 


= 0,  &c. 


228.  To  return  to  the  maximum  and  minimum;  it  is  to  be 
regretted  that  so  much  confusion  prevails  in  the  use  of  these  words. 
Sometimes  an  expression  is  said  to  be  a maximum  or  minimum 
when  all  that  is  meant  is  that  its  variation  vanishes,  sometimes 
when  it  really  is  neither  a maximum  nor  a minimum.  Sometimes 
an  expression  is  said  to  be  a maximum  when  all  that  is  meant  is 
that  it  is  not  a minimum.  Thus  Poisson  says  in  his  treatise  on 
Mechanics  that  the  shortest  line  on  a closed  surface  between  two 
given  points  can  be  a maximum ; but  it  is  obvious  that  by  inde- 
finitely small  inflexions  wc  can  increase  the  length  of  any  such  line 
however  long.  In  fact  the  shortest  line  will  only  be  really  a 
minimum  when  the  general  condition  laid  down  is  fulfilled  (Art. 
225) ; that  is,  when  between  the  two  limiting  points  of  the  curve 
two  others  cannot  be  found  which  can  be  joined  by  another  such 
curve  indefinitely  close  to  the  first.  In  other  cases  the  shortest 
line  is  not  indeed  a maximum ; it  is  neither  a maximum  nor  a 
minimum.  For  surfaces  which  have  at  every  point  opposite  cur- 
vatures I have  demonstrated  that  the  shortest  line  between  any 
two  points  is  really  a minimum. 

[By  the  shortest  line,  in  the  above  paragraph  is  meant  the  line 
which  is  furnished  by  the  ordinary  rules  of  the  Calculus  of  Varia- 
tions ; the  investigation  of  it  is  given  in  most  treatises  on  the  sub- 
ject, but  these  treatises  do  not  determine  whether  the  line  called 
the  shortest  line  between  two  points  really  is  the  shortest  line 
between  those  points.  Such  o line  is  also  called  a geodetic  curve.] 
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229.  We  now  proceed  to  give  an  account  of  the  commen- 
taries and  developments  which  have  arisen  from  Jacobi’s  memoir. 

In  the  sixth  volume  of  Liouville’s  Journal  of  Mathematics, 
dated  1841,  there  is  an  article  by  V.  A.  Lebesgue  entitled  Memoir 
on  a Formula  of  Vandermonde' 8 and  its  application  to  the  demon- 
stration of  a Theorem  of  Jacobi  s.  It  extends  over  pages  17 — 35  of 
the  volume.  It  begins  thus — The  principal  object  of  the  following 
pages  is  in  the  first  place  to  demonstrate  the  identical  equation 

v dl.  A , (fy)<‘>  v d‘.  Bf» 

both  the  summations  are  taken  from  t — 0 to  i=n;  (ty)*  denotes 

~~  and  C denotes  ^4;  y,  t,  Av,  Alf ...  A.  denote  any  functions  of 

x;  B0,  Bl,...Bn  arc  functions  of y,  A0,  Ai,...Am  and  their  differen- 
tial coefficients.  In  the  second  place  we  propose  to  find  the  law  of 
the  functions  B0,  /?,, ...  B, . 

The  above  words  indicate  the  object  of  Lebesgue’s  article.  The 
investigations  are  rather  complicated  and  difficult  to  follow ; they 
depend  partly  upon  the  knowledge  of  the  condition  of  inlegrability 
of  a function. 

230.  In  the  same  volume  of  Liouville’s  Journal  there  is  an 
article  by  C.  Delaunay  entitled  Essay  on  the  distinction  between 
maxima  and  minima  in  questions  which  depend  upon  the  Calculus  of 
Variations.  This  essay  is  in  fact  a commentary  upon  Jacobi’s 
memoir ; it  extends  over  pages  209 — 237  of  the  volume. 
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231.  Delaunay  first  proves  the  theorem  enunciated  by  Jacobi, 
which  wc  have  given  in  Art.  222 ; Delaunay’s  proof  is  somewhat 
complicated  but  perfectly  intelligible,  and  it  does  not  assume  a 
knowledge  of  the  condition  of  in  tegrahil ity  of  a function.  It  may  be 
observed  that  the  result  obtained  by  Delaunay  might  lie  stated 
more  distinctly  than  he  has  himself  stated  it.  He  really  proves 
the  following  theorem ; whatever  functions  of  x the  symbols  u,  y, 
Ait  Aa, ...  An,  may  denote,  it  is  possible  to  take  bt,  ...  b . such 
functions  of  x that 


dmA. 


2 u • 


(Vfuy 
' dx™ 


dmb. 


dxm 


- £ . 


iVfy 
' dxM 


dmA, 


dx ” 


+ 2/u-—?r 


dMu 

~<kT 


where  the  summations  denoted  by  2 relate  to  the  letter  to  and 
extend  from  m — 1 to  to  = n both  inclusive.  Now  add  A„u'y  to  both 
sides  of  this  identity,  and  suppose 


then 


j«  . d u 

1 ' m ,lxm 

Ay+ut  — ft. 


dmA  dmb  — 

. , v a **  dx"  . , v - <fe“ 

Ayy + 2« -jj, = bjf- + 2 ■ 


d7' 


.(l). 


If  now  u be  taken  so  that  ba  = 0 the  right-hand  member  of  this 
identity  is  immediately  integrablc,  and  by  integrating  wc  have 


Thus  Delaunay  first  establishes  the  general  identity  (1)  and 
then  deduces  (2)  which  is  Jacobi’s  theorem  enunciated  in  Art.  222. 

This  is  in  fact  the  same  order  of  demonstration  as  that  chosen 
by  Lebesguc.  Delaunay’s  demonstration  has  been  adopted  in  sub- 
stance by  subsequent  writers  on  the  Calculus  of  Variations ; see  the 
works  of  Jellett,  Price,  and  Stegmann. 

It  should  be  observed  that  in  equation  (2)  since  it  has  been 
obtained  by  an  integration  an  arbitrary  constant  ought  to  be 
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explicitly  added  to  the  right-hand  side  or  else  supposed  to  be  im 
plicitly  involved  on  the  left-hand  side. 

232.  Delaunay  next  proves  that  8 V can  be  put  in  the  form 
which  Jacobi  gives ; see  Art.  224.  Delaunay  then  investigates  in 
full  the  terms  of  the  second  order  in  the  variation  for  the  two  cases 
which  Jacobi  specially  considers,  namely 

jf(x>  !/>  y')dx  and  ff(x>  y>  y'.  y") dx- 

A mistake  occurs  in  this  part  of  Delaunay’s  memoir  which 
should  be  noticed ; it  is  on  his  page  222,  and  has  passed  from  De- 
launay into  other  writers.  We  will  here  notice  it  in  the  form  in 
which  it  appears  in  Mr  Jellett’s  work,  since  that  will  probably  be 
most  accessible  to  the  reader.  On  page  95  of  Mr  Jellett’s  work  he 
has  the  following  equation 


and  he  says  that  any  value  of  8y  which  makes  3/3  = 0 will  also 
make 


B,& 

1 dx 


d . B. 


d*8y 

~d£ 


dx 


vanish  ; the  true  inference  ought  to  have  been  that  any  value  of  8y 
which  makes  8/9  = 0 will  make 


B, 


dh'y 

dx 


+ ■ 


' dx' 

ax 


equal  to  a constant.  This  constant  will  not  be  zero  unless  a rela- 
tion is  established  between  the  constants  which  are  involved  in  the 
value  of  h'y.  That  is,  in  Mr  Jellett’s  notation  the  four  constants 
Cx,  C„  C,,  Ct  are  not  all  arbitrary,  for  such  a relation  must  exist 
among  them  as  to  satisfy  his  equation  ( d)  and  thus  reduce  them  to 
three  arbitrary  constants ; and  this  should  be  the  case  since  equa- 
tion (d)  is  a differential  equation  of  the  third  order. 

In  fact  Delaunay  by  this  mistake  omitted  that  part  of  Jacobi’s 
memoir  which  forms  the  latter  part  of  Art.  221,  in  which  Jacobi 
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intimates  that  his  results  will  really  involve  no  more  arbitrary  con- 
stants than  they  ought;  whereas  in  Delaunay’s  process  there  would 
be  too  many  arbitrary  constants. 

It  is  possible  that  the  mistake  may  have  been  introduced 
through  Jacobi’s  statement  given  in  Art.  224  that  F,  = 0 is  satis- 
fied when  we  put  S'y  = ; but  Jacobi  has  expressly  said  a little 

before  that  u and  u,  are  to  have  the  meanings  already  assigned,  and 
when  u and  «,  were  introduced  in  Art.  221  it  was  stated  that  the 
constants  occurring  in  them  were  subjected  to  certain  relations. 


233.  Delaunay  next  considers  the  case  in  which  questions  of 
relative  maxima  and  minima  are  proposed.  Mr  Jellett  says  on  page 
363  of  his  work  with  reference  to  this  part  of  Delaunay’s  memoir, 
“ the  reasoning  does  not  appear  to  me  to  be  quite  satisfactory,  and 
the  conclusion  is  far  less  perfect  than  in  the  case  of  absolute  maxima 
and  minima.” 

234.  Delaunay  examines  four  problems  as  examples  of  Jacobi’s 
criteria.  1.  Tire  shortest  line  between  two  points.  2.  The  brachis- 
tochrone. 3.  The  curve  of  given  length  which  includes  a given 
area.  4.  The  curve  of  given  length  which  has  its  centre  of  gra- 
vity highest  or  lowest. 


235.  Lastly  Delaunay  demonstrates  the  statements  made  by 
Jacobi  respecting  three  differential  equations  given  in  Art.  221.  It 
may  be  observed  that  Jacobi's  memoir  involves  two  points.  We 
have  on  the  one  hand  Jacobi’s  own  method  of  exhibiting  the 
criteria  for  the  maxima  or  minima  values  of  an  integral ; this  is 
described  by  Jacobi  in  Art.  224,  and  it  is  explained  by  Delaunay 
in  his  pages  209 — 234.  On  the  other  hand  since  the  method  of 
Jacobi  does  solve  the  problem  in  question,  it  may  be  inferred  that 
hi3  method  will  really  supply  the  solution  of  the  complicated  differ- 
ential equations  on  which  Legendre  had  made  the  problem  depend ; 
this  is  in  fact  what  Jacobi  states  in  Articles  220  and  221,  and  what 
Delaunay  explains  in  his  pages  234 — 237.  It  should  be  remarked 
that  Delaunay  here  notices  the  relations  which  must  exist  among 
the  constants,  according  to  Jacobi’s  observation  at  the  end  of  Art. 

17 
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221.  The  second  point  in  Jacobi’s  memoir  will  thus  be  seen  to  be- 
long rather  to  the  subject  of  differential  equations  than  to  that 
of  the  Calculus  of  Variations. 


236.  Delaunay’s  memoir  is  interesting  and  valuable  and  de- 
serves especial  attention  as  being  the  first  which  gave  a demonstra- 
tion of  the  whole  of  Jacobi’s  method.  We  have  however  not 
thought  it  necessary  to  reproduce  the  investigations  because  they 
have  been  substantially  adopted  by  writers  whose  works  are  readily 
accessible;  see  Art.  231. 

237.  In  the  Journal  de  V Ecole  Polytechnujue,  Cahier28, 1841, 
there  is  an  article  by  M.  J.  Bertrand  entitled,  Demonstration  of  a 
theorem  of  M.  Jacobi;  the  article  extends  over  pages  276 — 283. 
The  theorem  in  question  is  that  .given  in  Art.  222.  Bertrand  s 
article  was  published  in  the  same  year  as  those  of  Lcbesgue  and 
Delaunay,  but  whether  it  preceded  them  both,  or  followed  them 
both,  or  came  between  them,  does  not  appear.  Ihe  proof  given  by 
Bertrand  depends  upon  a knowledge  of  the  condition  of  integral  1 1 tty 
of  a function ; the  proof  is  valuable,  and  as  it  seems  possible  to  pre- 
sent it  in  a clearer  form  than  Bertrand  has  done,  we  shall  exhibit  it 
here  with  some  modifications. 


238.  Let  a0,  a„  as,  ...  a,,  denote  any  functions  of  x ; let  y be 
any  function  of  x,  and  let  y',  y" , ...  yw,  denote  the  successive  differ- 
ential coefficients  of  y with  respect  to  x.  Then  a differential  expres- 
sion of  the  following  form  we  shall  call  a differential  expression  of 
Jacobi  s form, 


ad/  + 


d\y"  . d\y" 


!?-  + 


do? 


"nV 

dx * 


,(*) 


and  we  shall  denote  this  function  of  x,  y,  and  the  differential  co- 
efficients of  y,  by  <f>  (y)  ; and  <f>  ( v ) will  denote  what  the  expression 
becomes  when  y is  changed  to  v.  * 

We  shall  now  prove  the  following  theorem;  let  v be  a quantity 
such  that  r <b{y)  is  an  exact  differential  coefficient,  then  it  is 
necessary  and  sufficient  that  v should  satisfy  the  differential  equa- 
tion tf>  (r)  = 0. 
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By  saying  that  v<f>  {y)  is  an  exact  differential  coefficient  we  mean 
that  v<f>  (y)  will  result  from  differentiating  with  respect  to  x some 
function  of  x,  y,  and  the  differential  coefficients  of  y,  this  function 
remaining  unchanged  in  form  whatever  may  be  the  value  of  y in 
terms  of  x. 

We  have 

v<f>  (y)  = v<t>  iy)  -y<t>  («)  + y<t>  («)• 

Now  v<f>(y)  — y<f>{v)  is  an  exact  differential  coefficient.  For 
consider  a pair  of  terms  from  this  expression,  for  example 

drary{r)  d'arv{r> 

V da?  V ~dff~' 

integrate  by  parts,  and  we  obtain 

d’~'a,->ff  d^'a,  v{r)  i(dv  dr~laryln  dy  d^'aff^)  , 

c hT'1  y dx'-'  J dx  da?~l  dx  daf~l  j 

The  term  still  under  the  integral  sign  may  be  integrated  again 
by  parts and  so  on.  Then  after  r integrations  by  parts  we  shall 
have  under  the  integral  sign 

d'v  ...  d'y  ...  ..  . . 

dx'  a'y  " dJ  a'V  ’ that  18  zer0. 

Thus  the  pair  of  terms  is  shewn  to  be  an  exact  differential 
coefficient  by  actually  finding  its  integral.  Similarly  each  pair  of 
terms  in  t Hp(y)  — ytp  («)  is  an  exact  differential  coefficient,  and  there- 
fore,t'<£(y)  —y<f>(v)  is  an  exact  differential  coefficient. 

Since  then  v<f>  (y)  — y<f>  (v)  + y<p  (v)  is  to  be  an  exact  differential 
coefficient,  and  v<f>(y)  —y<f>(v)  is  such,  yif>(v)  must  either  be  an 
exact  differential  coefficient  or  must  vanish.  The  former  cannot  be 
the  case,  since  it  is  impossible  that  y<f>  ( v ) can  be  obtained  by  differ- 
entiating with  respect  to  x any  function  of  y and  its  differential 
coefficients  whatever  y may  be ; we  must  therefore  have  <f>(v)  = 0. 

239.  We  shall  now  prove  the  converse  of  the  preceding  theo- 
rem, namely  the  following;  if  any  linear  differential  expression  of 
an  even  order  has  the  property  that  it  is  made  an  exact  differential 
coefficient  when  multiplied  by  any  one  of  the  quantities  which 

17—2 
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make  the  differential  expression  vanish,  and  by  no  other  mul- 
tiplier, that  differential  expression  can  be  put  in  Jacobi’s  form. 

The  proof  of  this  theorem  is  somewhat  indirect.  We  first  ex- 
amine the  nature  of  the  conditions  which  must  be  satisfied  in  order 
that  a linear  differential  expression  of  an  even  order  may  be  capable 
of  being  put  in  Jacobi's  form. 

If  we  develope  the  expression  which  we  have  denoted  by  <f>{y), 
we  obtain  for  it 


cF1!!  da 
' dT' + " dx 


,r- 


dx" 


.V  ■ /•«(«—  I)  d'a.  \ d"^y 
dr  + -V  dx"^ 


£+1 


1.2 


ni  ( n - 1)  (»  - 2)  d\t„ 
l 1.2.3  dx' 


+ 


dx" 


The  chief  point  to  be  observed  here  is  that  the  coefficient  ar 
does  not  occur  until  we  arrive  at  the  term  , and  then  it  does 
occur  in  the  simple  form  ar. 

Now  let  any  linear  differential  expression  of  the  order  indicated 
by  2n  be  denoted  thus, 


dTy  d'-'y  d""y  dy 

C"  dx"  + C"-'  dx"-'  + dx"-*  + "•  + C>  dx+CJ,i 


in  order  that  this  differential  expression  may  take  Jacobi’s 
form  the  coefficients  must  agree  with  those  in  the  developed 
form  of  <f>{y).  This  requires  that  we  should  be  able  to  .find 
am,  a„_„  ...  </0,  so  as  to  satisfy  the  following  equations; 

dan 


n (n  — 1)  (Pa , 
1.2  dx ? 


+ «. 


l»n-2  > 


w (n—  1)  (n— 2)  d'a, 
1.2.3  dx? 


+ ("“!) 


dam_l_ 

dx'-c"-" 


It  will  not  be  necessary  for  us  to  do  more  with  respect  to  these 
equations  than  to  observe  the  following  two  points.  The  first, 
third,  fifth,...  of  these  equations  will  determine  successively  a,, 
whatever  the  coefficients  e,„,  rfc_s,  c„_4,  ...  c„  c0, 
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may  be;  and  they  assign  a single  definite  value  to  each  of  the 
coefficients  am,  ...  «0.  Tlie  second,  fourth,  sixth,  ...  of  these 
equations  will  then  give  relations  involving  c*,.,,  ...  cs,  c,, 

which  these  coefficients  must  fulfil  in  order  that  it  may  be  possible 
for  the  proposed  differential  expression  to  take  Jacobi’s  form. 

Now  let  the  differential  expression  which  is  under  consideration 
be  denoted  by  i/r(y),  and  let  us  examine  the  nature  of  the  con- 
ditions which  must  be  satisfied  in  order  that  v^r(y)  may  be  an 
exact  differential  coefficient  when  v is  such  that  yfr  (w)  = 0 and  only 
then. 

In  order  that  v ifr  (y)  may  be  an  exact  differential  coefficient  it  is 
necessary  and  sufficient  that 

<P‘ctnx)  v dct v _ 

dd'  (hr1  + dx^  tlx  +<V'-U- 


This  follows  from  the  known  condition  for  the  integrability  of  a 
function  which  will  be  given  hereafter  in  this  work.  It  may  also  be 
deduced  from  a known  theorem  in  the  differential  calculus,  namely 

r d'y  _ d'vz  ar+(  d»\  r{r-\)  d^  / d'z\ 

dxr  dxr  daf~l  v dx)  1 . 2 \ ? da?) 


+ 


Put  cr  v for  z and  use  this  theorem  to  transform  every  term 
in  vyfr{y);  thus  we  shall  find  that  wfr(y)  consists  of  a series  of 
terms  each  of  which  is  an  exact  differential  coefficient  together  with 
the  term  Cy,  where 


d"-'c^v  , 

” dx*  dx*~l  + dxt'-' 


dcl  v 
dx 


+ C0v. 


Therefore  vty(y)  cannot  be  an  exact  differential  coefficient 
unless  (7  = 0. 


Or  we  may  obtain  the  result  still  more  simply  thus.  Integrate 
by  parts  the  terms  of  vyfr(y)  as  much  as  possible;  thus  we  shall 


find 


jvyfr(y)dx  = S+ jcydx, 


where  8 represents  a series  of  terms  free  from  the  integral  sign. 


Digitized  by  Google 


262 


COMMENTATORS  ON  JACOBI. 


Hence,  as  before,  m/r(y)  cannot  be  an  exact  differential  coefficient 
unless  C—  0. 

Now  by  hypothesis  the  values  of  v which  make  C=  0 must  be 
those,  and  those  only,  which  make  -^(»)=0;  and  therefore  the 
differential  equation  <7=0  must  be  identical  with  the  differential 
equation  (v)  = 0.  Hence  comparing  the  coefficients  of  the  various 
differential  coefficients  of  v we  must  have  the  following  relations 
satisfied, 

2n  ~chT  ~ Cfc-1  = c**-1  ’ 


1.2 


in  (2n— 1)  (2»-2)  d'e*  _ (2n-l)  (2»-2)  + ^ ^ 


1.2.3 


cLd 


1.2 


(Ld 


dc+ 

dx 


It  will  not  be  necessary  for  us  to  do  more  with  respect  to  these 
equations  than  to  observe  the  following  two  points.  The  second, 
fourth,  sixth,  ...  of  these  equations  will  determine  successively 
ctn-a>  ct*-s>  ^»»  ®i»  'n  terms  of  c^,  e*^,,  c^_t , ...  cf,  c0;  and 
they  assign  a single  definite  value  to  each  of  the  coefficients 
Cta_,>  Cfc_,,  ...  Cgt  et.  The  first,  third,  fifth,  ...  of  these 
equations  will  then  give  relations  which  these  quantities  must 
satisfy,  and  by  substituting  the  values  of  these  quantities  the  re- 
lations will  only  involve  the  coefficients  with  the  even  suffixes.  It 
is  however  certain  that  these  relations  will  then  be  identically 
satisfied;  because  if  they  were  not  it  would  follow  that  some 
necessary  conditions  must  hold  among  the  coefficients  with  even 
suffixes  in  order  that  v\fr(y)  may  be  an  exact  differential  coefficient 
when  v satisfies  yjr (v)  = 0 and  only  then.  But  this  is  impossible; 
because  by  the  former  part  of  the  present  article  we  know  that 
■whatever  the  coefficients  with  even  suffixes  may  be,  if  the  others  are 
properly  determined,  ifr  (y)  will  take  Jacobi’s  form,  and  there- 
fore i *fr(y)  be  an  exact  differential  coefficient  when  v satisfies 
y/r  (p)  = 0 and  only  then. 
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Hence  we  infer  that  exactly  the  same  conditions  must  hold 
whether  we  require  that  iip  (y)  should  be  an  exact  differential 
coefficient  when  ip-  (v)  = 0 and  only  then,  or  whether  we  require 
that  ip-(y)  should  be  capable  of  being  put  in  Jacobi’s  form.  For 
we  have  proved  in  the  preceding  article  that  when  the  second  of 
these  properties  subsists  the  first  follows ; and  we  have  proved  in 
the  present  article  that  to  ensure  either  the  first  or  the  second  pro- 
perty, each  coefficient  with  an  odd  suffix  must  have  a single 
definite  value  in  terms  of  the  coefficients  with  even  suffixes  which 
are  themselves  arbitrary. 

Thus  we  have  proved,  as  we  proposed,  the  converse  of  the 
theorem  proved  in  the  preceding  article. 


240.  We  shall  now  prove  Jacobi’s  theorem  given  in  Art.  222. 

Let  if)  ( ty ) denote  what  rf>  (y)  becomes  when  ty  is  put  for  y ; and 
let  F denote  y<f>(ty)  — ty  <f>  (y).  Then  Y is  an  exact  differential 
coefficient  whatever  y may  be;  this  may  be  shewn  in  the  same 
manner  as  that  in  which  it  is  proved  in  Art.  238,  that 
v<f>  (y)  — y<p  ( v ) is  an  exact  differential  coefficient.  Let  Z stand  for 
the  integral  of  Y and  let  k be  an  arbitrary  constant. 


Suppose  ^ to  be  a quantity  such  that  ^ (Z—  k)  is  an  exact 
differential  coefficient.  -We  have 


= z (Z—  It)  — jzYdx  ; 

thus  if  ( Z—k ) is  an  exact  differential  coefficient  zY  is  so  also. 

But 

zY=yz  \<f>(ty)  -t<f>(y)}, 

and  <f> (ty)  — t<f>  (y)  is  of  Jacobi’s  form  with  respect  to  u and  its 
differential  coefficients,  where  u = ty.  Hence,  by  Art.  238,  if  z 1 is 
an  exact  differential  coefficient,  yz  must  be  one  of  the  values  of  u 

found  from  <f>  (m)  - (y)  = 0,  say  yz  = it, ; therefore  -j-  = ^ • 
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Thus  the  multiplier  of  Z—k  which  will  make  the  product  an  exact 
differential  coefficient  is  a quantity  of  which  the  type  is  . 


We  must  now  indicate  some  properties  of  the  expression  Z—k. 
It  will  be  seen  on  examination  that  Y does  not  contain  t itself  but 
only  the  differential  coefficients  of  t;  this  will  also  be  the  case 
with  Z,  which  is  the  integral  of  Y. 

For  suppose  the  differential  expression  Y when  arranged  ac- 
cording to  differential  coefficients  of  t to  take  the  form 


....+  ,4* 


d"t 

da*’ 


then  if  Z contained  t at  all  it  could  be  only  by  reason  of  the  term 

dZ 

Att  entering  into  Z;  and  then  ^ or  7 would  contain  the  term 

1 . And  is  a function  of  y which  is  at  present  quite 
dA 

arbitrary,  so  that  1 cannot  be  zero.  Thus  as  Y does  not  con- 
tain t but  only  its  differential  coefficients,  it  follows  that  Z does  not 
contain  t but  only  its  differential  coefficients. 

We  may  shew  that  Z does  not  contain  t in.  another  way.  If 
we  integrate  each  pair  of  terms  in  F in  the  manner  given  in  Art. 
238,  we  find  that  Z consists  of  pairs  of  terms  of  which  the  type  is 

it.  f d’i  <*’~,g>(<y)|rl _ d'ity) 

' ‘ j<£c*  doT‘  da?  dxr~'  J ’ 

and  on  effecting  the  differentiations  we  see  that  t does  not  occur  in 
this  expression  but  only  differential  coefficients  of  t. 


If  then  we  put  t for  ^ the  expression  Z—k  will  be  a differ- 
ential expression  of  the  order  2re  — 2 with  respect  to  r and  its  differ- 
ential coefficients.  And  the  solutions  of  Z — k = 0 can  only  be  such 
quantities  as  render  Z constant  and  therefore  Y zero ; that  is,  the 

values  of  r must  be  those  of  which  the  type  is  ^ . 
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Thus  Z—k  is  a differential  expression  such  that  any  multiplier 
of  it  which  renders  the  product  an  exact  differential  coefficient  must 
he  a solution  of  Z—k  — 0.  Hence,  by  Art.  239,  this  differential 
expression  must  be  capable  of  being  put  in  Jacobi’s  form ; that  is, 
omitting  the  arbitrary  constant,  the  integral  of  y<f>[ty)  — ty<f>(y)  is 
of  the  form 


. dbS 
b‘T+-d7+iur 


+.... 


+ 


d'-'b.T*-" 
dx'-1  • 


If  now  we  suppose  y such  that  <f>  (y)  = 0,  we  have  the  integral 
of  y<f>{ty)  assuming  the  above  form.  This  is  the  theorem  enunciated 
in  Art.  222. 


241.  A remark  may  be  added  to  obviate  a possible  miscon- 
ception of  part  of  the  preceding  article.  The  equation  Y=  0 is  of 
the  order  2n  — 1 in  t and  its  differential  coefficients ; thus  the 
general  solution  of  it  will  involve  2»  — 1 arbitrary  constants.  This 

dZ 

general  solution  would  make  Z constant  since  it  makes  = 0 ; 

therefore  in  order  that  Z—k  may  be  zero  a relation  must  hold 
among  the  2n  — 1 arbitrary  constants.  Thus  in  effect  we  have 
only  2n  — 2 arbitrary  constants  in  the  solution  of  Z—  k = 0,  as  of 
course  should  be  the  case.  Particular  solutions  of  Z—k  = 0 will 
then  be  obtained  by  giving  particular  values  to  any  or  all  of  these 
arbitrary  constants. 

242.  More  than  ten  years  elapsed  before  another  commentator 
upon  Jacobi’s  memoir  appeared.  We  have  next  to  consider  a 
memoir  published  by  Professor  G.  Mainardi  in  the  third  volume 
of  Tortolini’s  Annali  di  Scienze  Mathematiche  e Fisiche,  1852. 
This  memoir  is  entitled  Researches  on  the  Calculus  of  Variations ; 
it  occupies  pages  149 — 192  of  the  volume,  and  there  is  an  appendix 
which  occupies  pages  379 — 383. 

243.  Mainardi  begins  by  referring  to  what  had  been  done  by 
Poisson,  Ostrogradsky,  Cauchy,  Sarrus,  Jacobi,  Bertrand,  Lebesguc 
and  Delaunay ; he  intimates  that  the  propositions  of  Jacobi  require 
yet  to  be  more  completely  developed,  and  he  says  that  with  respect 
to  the  criteria  which  distinguish  a maximum  from  a minimum  in 
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the  ease  of  multiple  integrals  lie  believes  nothing  had  been  added 
to  the  remarks  of  Legendre  and  Lagrange. 

244.  Mainardi’s  memoir  is  divided  into  five  sections.  The 
first  section  occupies  pages  149 — 153;  this  section  contains  some 
illustrations  of  the  method  which  was  used  by  John  and  James 
Bemouilli  in  solving  isoperi metrical  problems.  Poisson  in  his 
memoir  had  referred  to  this  old  method,  see  Arts.  88  and  97 ; and 
Mainardi  intimates  that  he  will  hereafter  publish  his  researches  on 
the  comparison  of  the  old  and  modern  methods.  He  confines  him- 
self in  this  section  to  shewing  how  the  old  method  could  be  made 
to  give  the  terms  relative  to  the  limits  in  the  case  of  a single  inte- 
gral, and  how  it  could  be  made  to  give  the  variation  of  a double 
integral. 


245.  The  second  section  occupies  pages  154 — 171.  Mainardi 
says  that  in  this  section  he  proposes  a new  method  for  distinguish- 
ing between  the  maxima  and  minima  values  of  integrals.  Speaking 
generally  this  method  may  be  described  as  Legendre’s  improved 
by  some  additions  borrowed  from  Jacobi.  Mainardi  considers  suc- 


cessively six  cases. 


(1)  A single  integral  involving  x,  y,  and 


Jy 

dx' 


(2)  A Bingle  integral  involving  x,  y,  ^ , 


“d  jJ- 


(3)  A single 


integral  involving  x,  y,  -j^ , — , and  ^ . (4)  A double  integral 

involving  x,  y,  z,  ^ , and  . (5)  A double  integral  involving 

dz  dz  d'z  d'z  , d'z  , , . . A. 

*>  *>  dx>  ly' d^hf and  d?’ he  also  10110,168  uP°n  the 

particular  case  in  which  the  double  integral  involves  only  x,  y,  z, 

and  dxch/’  ^ A 8ing,C  involving  x,  y,  z, 


and  y- . Of  these  cases  (1)  and  (4)  may  be  considered  to  be  com- 
pletely investigated,  (2)  and  (3)  nearly  completely,  and  the  others 
only  imperfectly.  We  shall  presently  give  a more  detailed  account 
of  some  of  these,  cases. 
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246.  In  his  third  section  Mainardi  gives  an  investigation  of 
Jacobi’s  theorem  enunciated  in  Art.  222,  using,  as  he  says,  Bertrand 
for  his  guide.  This  investigation  extends  over  pages  172 — 179, 
and  then  Mainardi  indicates  briefly  the  application  of  the  theorem 
to  the  Calculus  of  Variations.  Mainardi’s  proof  does  not  seefn  so 
good  a3  Bertrand’s;  the  principal  difference  consists  in  replacing 
the  indirect  reasoning  of  Art.  239  by  direct  reasoning.  But  a 
student  who  had  not  read  Bertrand’s  proof  would  find  one  point  of 
Mainardi’s  unsatisfactory.  For  on  comparing,  as  we  have  done  on 
page  262,  the  coefficients  of  the  various  differential  coefficients  of  v, 
Mainardi  only  writes  down  what  we  have  called  the  second,  fourth, 

sixth, equations;  and  he  says  briefly  that  these  include  the 

others;  sec  his  page  177  at  the  top.  This  amounts  to  omitting 
one  of  the  most  difficult  points  in  the  investigation. 

247.  In  his  fourth  section  Mainardi  applies  Jacobi’s  method  to 
a double  integral ; this  section  extends  over  pages  183 — 185.  There 
is  no  difficulty  in  his  first  case  where  differential  coefficients  of  the 
first  order  only  occur;  but  in  his  second  case  where  differential 
coefficients  of  the  second  order  occur  Mainardi  himself  intimates  at 
the  end  of  the  section  that  he  has  accomplished  very  little. 

248.  The  fifth  section  extends  over  pages  185 — 192.  In  this 
section  Mainardi  says  that  he  will  collect  some  applications  of  the 
Calculus  of  Variations  which  afford  ground  for  some  remarks ; 
accordingly  he  discusses  four  examples.  (1)  He  gives  a theorem 
on  geodetic  curves ; this  amounts  to  finding  the  first  integral  of 
the  equation  which  determines  such  a curve  for  a large  class  of 
surfaces.  (2)  He  speaks  of  Gauss’s  theory  of  capillary  attraction 
as  affording  one  of  the  finest  modern  applications  of  the  Calculus 
of  Variations  ; but  he  thinks  that  the  investigation  given  by  Gauss 
admits  of  great  simplification.  Accordingly  Mainardi  gives  an 
investigation  of  the  variation  of  the  function  which  Gauss  con- 
sidered ; see  Art.  71.  Mainardi’s  investigation  is  far  shorter  than  that 
of  Gauss,  but  it  would  not  be  very  easy  to  follow  unless  the 
student  had  previously  read  Poisson’s  memoir  or  some  equivalent 
method.  (3)  Mainardi  forms  the  equation  furnished  by  the  Cal- 
culus of  Variations  for  the  form  of  a flexible  surface  which  is 
in  equilibrium  under  the  action  of  gravity ; this  problem  will  be 
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found  in  Mr  Jellett’s  Calculus  of  Variations,  page  323.  (4)  Mai- 

nardi  says  that  Steiner  found  by  a geometrical  method  an  elegant 
property  of  the  polygon  of  given  perimeter  which  can  be  drawn  on 
a given  surface  so  as  to  have  a maximum  area.  Mainardi  infers 
front  the  Calculus  of  Variations  that  when  such  a polygon  is  to 
be  inscribed  in  a given  polygon,  the  two  arcs  of  the  required 
polygon  which  meet  on  a side  of  the  given  polygon  will  there  make 
equal  angles  with  that  side.  Mainardi  gives  no  reference;  a 
memoir  by  Steiner  will  however  be  found  in  the  sixth  volume  of 
Liouville’s  Journal  of  Mathematics.  Steiner’s  enunciation  of  his 
theorem  occurs  on  page  168,  and  the  enunciation  i3  more  explicit 
than  Mainardi’s,  namely,  the  two  arcs  which  form  a part  of  the 
inscribed  figure,  and  meet  on  the  same  side  of  the  given  figure, 
either  cut  it  in  one  point  at  equal  angles  or  else  touch  it  in  two 
pouits. 

249.  We  have  thus  given  an  outline  of  the  whole  memoir, 
and  we  shall  now  return  to  the  second  section  of  it  and  examine 
more  particularly  the  method  proposed  by  Mainardi  for  distinguish- 
ing between  maxima  and  minima  values.  The  second  section  con- 
stitutes in  fact  the  most  important  part  of  the  memoir,  and  although 
it  will  be  seen  that  the  investigations  are  incomplete,  they  are  not 
without  interest  and  value.  The  appendix  to  the  memoir  i3  de- 
voted to  the  elucidation  of  part  of  the  second  section,  and  we  shall 
presently  have  occasion  to  refer  to  it.  We  may  remark  that  the 
whole  memoir  is  difficult,  and  that  it  is  disfigured  by  extreme 
inaccuracy  of  printing. 


250.  We  will  first  give  Mainardi’s  method  for  distinguishing 
a maximum  from  a minimum  in  the  case  of  a single  integral  in- 
volving x,  y,  and  -y  . 


Let  JF  (x,  y,  y)  dx  denote  the  integral  which  is  to  be  a 

maximum  or  minimum.  Change  y into  y 4-  io>,  where  i is  sup- 
posed to  be  an  indefinitely  small  constant  quantity  and  a)  an  arbi- 
trary function  of  x.  Then  expand  the  new  value  of  F{x,  y,  y') 
in  a series  proceeding  according  to  ascending  powers  of  t;  thus 
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the  new  value  of  the  integral,  that  is  Jf (x,  y + tot,  y + w)  dx, 
is  equal  to  * . 

f-F(z,  y,  V)  dx  + If+I,  ^ + ... 

where  the  terms  not  expressed  involve  powers  of  i higher  than  the 
second;  and 


' r [fdF  dF  ,\  . 

I'=lw°,  + d?a,)dx’ 


dy  ^ dy' 

[(d'F  , d'F  , 

J\dy ’ “ + dydy,Wa>  + dy 


d'F 


F *\ 

Ti”  ) 


dx. 


The  expression  Iti  constitutes  the  variation  to  the  first  order  of 
the  proposed  integral ; this  must  vanish,  and  thus  by  the  usual 
method  we  arrive  at  the  equation 


d£_£dF_ 
dy  dx  dy' 


(1). 


From  this  equation  we  must  suppose  y to  be  found  in  terms 
of  x,  and  when  this  value  of  y is  used,  let 


d'F 

dy' 


d'F  d'F  _ 

’ dydy’  B’  dy - 


We  have  then  to  examine  the  sign  of 
J (A  (F  + 2 Bcoco'  4-  CuF)  dx. 


Now  assume  that  we  have  identically 

Ato'  + 2 Daw  + Ca>'  — {Mod')'  + aa>'  + 2 baxi)  + ctd' ; 
then  we  must  have 

a + M’  = A,  b + M=D,  c=  C (2). 

We  have  thus  three  equations  involving  the  four  unknown 
quantities  a,  b,  c,  M,  so  that  we  are  at  liberty  to  make  one  more 
supposition  respecting  them ; it  is  found  convenient  to  introduce 
another  quantity  and  to  make  two  more  suppositions. 

Let  9 denote  this  new  quantity,  and  suppose 

ad  + b$'  = 0,  and  b0  + c9'  — 0 (3) ; 
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thus  (2)  and  (3)  supply  five  equations  for  determining  five  quan- 
tities. 

From  the  first  two  equations  of  (2)  combined  with  (3)  we 


obtain 

Be+Cff  = MO,  A6+  B6'=  (. Md)' (4) ; 

nonce 

A6  + B0'-(B6+  Cff)'=  0 (5). 


From  this  differential  equation  6 must  be  determined,  and  then 
from  the  first  of  equations  (4)  we  have 

M = \ {Be  + CO’) ; 

then  from  equations  (2)  we  must  obtain  a and  b ; also  it  appears 
from  (3)  that  ac  — V,  so  that 

a (A  + + ca )'*  = c (w'  + — « ^ . 


Also  c = C ; thus  finally 

J {Aw*  + 2Bww'  + 6V5)  dx  = Mw*  + j C + -q  o) J dx, 


where  M has  the  value  just  assigned. 

Hence  if  C retains  constantly  the  same  sign  between  the 
limits  of  the  integration,  and  Mw*  either  vanishes  at  the  limits 
or  gives  rise  to  a result  of  the  same  sign  as  C,  we  have  in 
general  a maximum  or  a minimum  according  as  the  sign  of  C is 
negative  or  positive. 


It  may  be  observed  that 


b__B-M 
C ~ C 


ff 

O' 


251.  The  above  article  contains  all  that  is  peculiar  to  Mai- 
nardi,  for  the  differential  equation  (5)  is  solved,  with  the  assistance 
of  Jacobi,  in  the  following  manner ; see  Art.  221.  Let  the  value 
of  y found  from  (1)  be  denoted  by  f{x,  7„  %),  where  y,  and  y, 
are  arbitrary  constants;  then  we  shall  have 


e-fi,4£+p&, 

(hi  *h* 

where  and  /9a  are  new  arbitrary  constants ; this  we  shall  now 


prove. 

The  expression  7,  is  the  coefficient  of  i in  the  expansion  of 
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the  varied  value  of  the  proposed  integral  Jf(x,  y,  y")  dx,  and  I, 
i*  . 

is  the  coefficient  of  - in  the  same  expansion.  We  may  also  say 

that  I,  is  the  coefficient  of  t in  the  expansion  of  the  varied  value  of 
I, ; that  is,  if  in  /,  we  change  y into  y + (as,  and  expand  in  a series 
proceeding  according  to  ascending  powers  of  i,  the  term  involving 
* will  be  found  to  be  Now  if  the  limiting  values  of  y are  fixed, 
/,  will  vanish  whatever  may  be  the  values  ascribed  to  the  constants 
7,  and  y„  so  that  /,  will  also  vanish  when  7,  is  changed  into 
7,  + $7, , and  7,  into  7,  + S7,  • Thus  7,  vanishes  when 

y =/(«,%.  7,)> 

and  II  also  vanishes  when  y receives  the  increment 
dy^dy,**" 

where  Sy,  and  Sya  are  indefinitely  small ; that  is,  i It  vanishes  when 

t<B  = _57i  + _S7i, 

and  87,  and  Sya  are  indefinitely  small. 

Now  we  may  modify  the  form  of  7,  and  of  7,  by  integration  by 
parts,  and  thus  obtain 


dF 
dy' 

jPF 

\dydy 


, dF  , ((dF  d dF\  . 

‘ dy,U>  J \dy  dxdy')°>  ’ 

d'F  A 

w,a,r 

/i 


7.= “ + 


d'F  , d'F  , 

dy*  “ dy  dy  “ 


d ( d'F  d'F  X 

dx  \dy  dy  U dy  "'  W ) _ 


1 odx. 


And,  as  before,  if  in  7,  we  change  y into  y + ias  the  term  involv- 
ing i in  the  expansion  of  the  new  value  of  II  will  be  *7t.  Hence 
we  infer  that  the  coefficient  of  as  under  the  integral  sign  in  I,  will 

vanish  when  ias  = -f-  &y,  4-  &y, . 

dy,  1 dy. 

But  the  coefficient  of  as  under  the  integral  sign  in  the  last  form 
of  I,  is  a linear  differential  expression  of  the  second  order  in  os, 
and  so  the  general  form  of  the  value  of  as  which  makes  this 
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coefficient  vanish  must  be  + ,u„  where  /9,  and  are  arbitrary 
constants  and  «,  and  u,  are  functions  of  x.  Hence  we  infer  that 
the  value  of  a>  which  makes  the  coefficient  of  <u  under  the  integral 
sign  in  the  last  form  of  I,  vanish,  must  be 

iL  a.  R !%L 
dyt + &dv/ 

Thus  the  value  of  0 is  to  be  found  in  the  manner  already  stated. 

252.  The  solution  of  the  differential  equation  (5)  of  Art.  250 
does  in  fact  constitute  one  of  the  most  important  parts  of  Jacobi’s 
theory.  We  have  here  had  occasion  to  use  it  in  only  a simple  case, 
namely  that  in  which  equation  (5)  of  Art.  250  is  of  the  second 
order;  the  method  however  is  perfectly  general  whatever  be  the 
order  of  the  equation  analogous  to  (5),  and  we  shall  have  to  apply 
it  again.  The  general  process  is  as  follows.  With  the  usual  nota- 
tion the  terms  of  the  first  order  in  the  variation  of  an  integral  will 
take  the  form  / 1’Sy  dx,  excluding  the  integrated  terms.  The  terms 
of  the  second  order,  with  the  same  exclusion,  will  take  the  form 


^ JsVSydx,  where 


V * + - 

Now  suppose  that  the  solution  of  the  equation  V = 0 is 
y=/(a=,  7,.  7s > •••). 

where  7,,  7,,  ...  are  arbitrary  constants.  If  this  value  of  y be  sub- 
stituted in  V the  result  will  be  identically  zero,  so  that  we  may 
differentiate  V with  respect  to  any  of  the  arbitrary  constants  which 

occur  in  f and  the  result  will  still  be  zero.  Let  = u,  then  by 


differentiating  V with  respect  to  7,  we  obtain 


dV  dV 
dy  “ + dy 


dV  „ 

« + M 

dy 


= 0. 


This  shews  that  8 F=  0 is  satisfied  by  Sy=.u;  and  therefore  it 
will  be  satisfied  by  8y  = /9«,  where  /3  is  an  arbitrary  constant. 
Hence  the  general  solution  of  8 lr=  0 will  be 

dy,'  dy. 
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253.  Next  let  the  proposed  integral,  which  is  to  be  a maxi- 
mum or  a minimum,  involve  x,  y,  ^ and  . 

Let  fF(x,  y,y,  y")  dx  denote  this  integral,  change  as  before  y 
into  y + too,  and  expand  the  new  value  of  F(x,  y,  y,  y")  in  a series 
proceeding  according  to  ascending  powers  of  t ; then  the  new  value 
of  the  integral  may  be  denoted  by 

Jf(x,  y,  y',  y")  dx  + /,»  + /,  ^ + 

where  Wlf' " + + |F  ®")  ^ 

r f/cTF  . d'F 


d'F 

dy" 


d'F 


dydy1 

„ d'F  „ a d'F  , „\ 


dx. 


.(1). 


Then  as  usual  It  must  vanish ; this  leads  to  the  equation 

dF_  d dF  d_dF_ 
dy  dx  dy‘ + dx?  dy" 

From  this  equation  we  must  suppose  y to  be  found  in  terms  of 
x,  and  when  this  value  of  y is  used  let 

d'F 


^1-4  — _» 


dy"  ’ 


d'F 


d'F  „ d'F  „ 
df*~  didf~H’  dtfdjj 


ti  — K. 


We  have  then  to  examine  the  sign  of 

J (Am'  + 2 Emm'  -f  Cm"  + Gm"  + 2Umm'  + 2Km'm')  dx. 


Now  assume  that  the  expression  under  the  integral  sign  is  iden- 
tically equal  to 

(Mm'  -f  2 Nmm'  + Pm'*)' 

+ am * + 2bmm  + cm"  + gw"  + 2 hmm"  + 2km  m" ; 

T.  H.  18 
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then  we  must  have 

a+M'=A , b+M+N'  — B,  c + 2N+P'  = C, ) . . 

g=G,  h + N=H,  1c  + P=K,\ 

We  have  thus  six  equations  involving  the  nine  unknown  quan- 
tities M,  N,  P,  a,  b,  c,  g,  h,  k,  so  that  we  are  at  liberty  to  make 
three  more  suppositions  respecting  them  ; it  is  found  convenient  to 
introduce  another  quantity  and  to  make  four  more  suppositions. 
Let  0 denote  this  new  quantity  and  suppose 

gff'  + W + M- 0,  kff'  + cff  + b0  = Q,  hff'  + b&  + aO  = 0...(3); 

k* 

also  suppose  c — — = 0 (4). 

Thus  (2),  (3)  and  (4)  supply  ten  equations  for  determining  ten 
quantities. 

From  the  equations  (2)  combined  with  (3)  we  obtain 

G6"  + K0'  + 116  = NO  + P&, 


K6 " + CO'  + BO  = MO  + NO'  + {NO  + P0')' 

IIO"  + BO'  + A0=  {MO  + NO')' 

Hence, 

II0"+B0'+A0-{KO"+  C0’+BO)'+{G0"  + KO'  + HO)"  = 0...  (6). 

From  this  differential  equation  0 must  be  determined,  and  then 
from  equations  (2),  (3)  and  (4)  the  rest  of  the  unknown  quantities 
must  be  found. 


k* 

Also  since  c 0,  we  have 

9 

am*  + 2bm(o  4- cm*  + gm"*  + 2/imm"  + 2km m' 

( „ km  + hm\*  ( ft  lik\ 

+{«--)»+*[!>- j)™-, 

but  by  eliminating  0 " from  equations  (3)  we  obtain 

{k*  - gc)  O'  + ( hk  - bg)  0 = 0,  {hk  - Ig)  O'  + {h*-ag)0  = 0, 


Digitized  by 


MAINARDI. 


275 


so  that  since  k'  — gc  = 0,  we  have  also  hk  — bg  = 0,  and  h*  — ag  = 0. 
Therefore 


aw*  + 2bcoay  + co)*  + ga>"*  + 2 hu>a>"  + 2 lew' to" 

( „ keo'  + hto\* 

-f  r 

Also  g = G;  thus  finally, 

j(Ao>*  + 2/W  + Ca>'*+  G<o”*  + 2lla>ay"  + 2Kto’oy")  dx 


= May*  + 2 Ntoto'  + Pay'*+jo  fay"  + dx. 


Hence  if  G retains  constantly  the  same  sign  between  the  limits 
of  the  integration,  and  the  integrated  part  either  vanishes  or  gives 
rise  to  a result  of  the  same  sign  as  G,  we  have  in  general  a maxi- 
mum or  a minimum  according  as  the  sign  of  G is  negative  or 
positive. 


254.  It  remains  to  shew  how  to  determine  the  auxiliary  quan- 
tities a,  b,  c,  h,  k,  M,  N,  P,  Q which  are  introduced  in  the  preceding 
article;  for  if  they  are  not  determined  we  shall  not  be  able  to 
ascertain  whether  they  remain  finite  or  not  between  the  limits  of 
the  integration.  The  value  of  6 is  determined  as  before ; see  Arts. 
251  and  252.  If  we  represent  the  solution  of  (1)  by 


y=f{x,  7,.  7,.  7„  7,) 

where  y„  y,,  y„  yt  are  arbitrary  constants,  we  shall  have 


6-t>,¥+> s,¥+e.¥+fi&, 

dy,  *dy,  ’dy,  1 dyt 


where  /9,,  /9„  /S4  are  new  arbitrary  constants. 

It  is  with  respect  to  the  methods  which  he  proposes  for 
determining  the  remaining  auxiliary  quantities  that  Mainardi’s 
investigations  are  the  least  satisfactory.  He  proposes  in  fact  three 
methods  for  this  purpose. 

(1)  He  intimates  obscurely  that  h and  k may  be  determined 
thus ; let  $ be  a quantity  found  like  6 from  the  differential  equation 

18—2 
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(6)  of  the  preceding  article,  so  that  cf>  is  of  the  same  form  as  0 but 
has  other  arbitrary  constants  instead  of  /9, , /9,,  and  /S4 ; then 
A and  k will  be  determined  by  the  equations 

Off'  + kff  + h0  = 0,  G<f>"  + k<f>  + h<f>  = 0 (7). 

Mainardi  seems  to  intimate  that  if  h ajid  k be  thus  determined 
and  then  the  remaining  auxiliary  quantities  deduced  from  such  of  the 
equations  (2),  (3),  (4)  as  may  be  convenient,  the  remainder  of  these 
equations  will  be  satisfied.  See  his  page  157  at  the  bottom. 

(2)  Mainardi  however  seems  to  allow  that  the  statements  just 
made  require  to  be  proved ; and  accordingly  he  proceeds  to  verify 
them.  With  respect  to  this  verification  we  may  observe  that  it  is 
really  a long  process,  and  in  consequence  of  it  Mainardi’s  method 
loses  the  apparent  simplicity  which  constitutes  its  chief  recom- 
mendation. Moreover  in  this  verification,  on  the  sixth  line  of  his 
page  168  the  right-hand  member  of  his  equation  should  be  a con- 
stant and  not  zero  as  he  gives  it ; this  in  fact  is  the  same  mistake 
as  we  have  already  indicated  in  Art.  232.  Thus  h and  k cannot 
be  found  as  Mainardi  intimates  from  equations  (7)  where  the  four 
constants  in  <f>  and  the  four  constants  in  6 are  all  arbitrary ; there 
must  be  a relation  between  these  constants. 

(3)  Mainardi  returns  to  the  point  in  the  appendix  and  offers 
another  reason  for  the  statement  that  h and  k are  to  be  found  from 
equations  (7).  He  says  the  equations  (2)  of  Art.  253  really  ex- 
press the  conditions  that  must  hold  in  order  that 

( A - a)  (o’  + 2 {B  - A)  mt  + ( C - c)  a,"  + ( Q - g)  o)”’ 

+ 2 {U-  A)  ojo)”  + 2 (K—  k)  o)'o>” 

may  be  an  exact  differential  coefficient.  Now  when  0 is  found 
from  equation  (6),  he  says  that 

Aff  + 2 B0ff  + Cff'  + Gff"1  + 2 1100"  + 2 AW' 
is  an  exact  differential  coefficient,  and 

o0*  + 2 m + cff'  + gff”  + 2 A 00"  + 2 kffff’ 
vanishes.  Thus 

{A -a)  o>*  + 2 {B-b)  o>o>'  + (C- c ) to”  + (G-g)  o>”* 

+ 2 {II-  A)  o)0)"  + 2 (A'-  k)  o>'o>" 
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is  an  exact  differential  coefficient  when  ea  = 0,  and  when  (o  = if>, 
and  therefore  the  equations  (2)  must  he  satisfied  when  h and  k and 
the  remainder  of  the  auxiliary  quantities  are  found  in  the  way  pro- 
posed. This  however  is  quite  unsound ; the  equations  (2)  express 
the  conditions  that  (A— a)  to*  + 2 (B—b)  coia'+...  should  bean  exact 
differential  coefficient  whatever  a>  may  be,  and  to  say  that  this  ex- 
pression is  integrable  when  a>  = 0 or  = <f>  is  very  different  from  saying 
that  it  is  an  exact  differential  coefficient  whatever  a>  may  be. 


255.  The  student  of  the  original  memoir  will  see  that  we 
have  not  kept  to  the  original  notation  ; that  notation  is  singularly 
perplexing  and  the  language  inaccurate.  We  will  indicate  one 

example  of  the  latter ; Mainardi  has  a term  (c  — 7)  Y,  and  this 


term  vanishes  by  virtue  of  the  relation  c — y = 0 which  he  esta- 
blishes ; but  instead  of  saying  that  the  term  vanishes  he  says  that 
Y = 0,  which  is  not  the  case.  This  inaccuracy  occurs  repeatedly. 


256.  We  will  now  indicate  the  method  which  Mainardi  gives 
for  distinguishing  a maximum  from  a minimum  in  the  case  of  a 
double  integral  which  involves  differential  coefficients  to  the  first 
order  only. 


Let  JjF(a:,  zi  z'->  z)  dxdy  denote  the  double  integral  which 

is  to  be  a maximum  or  a minimum,  where  2'  stands  for  ~ and 
dz 

2(  for  . Change  2 into  2 + tea  where  t is  supposed  to  be  an 

indefinitely  small  constant  quantity  and  10  an  arbitrary  function  of 
x and  y.  Then  expand  the  new  value  of  F(x,  y,  2,  2',  z)  in  a series 
proceeding  according  to  ascending  powers  of  i ; thus  the  new  value 
of  the  double  integral  is 


ffF(x>  z>  z'<  z<)  dxdy+IJ  + /,  ^ + 


where  I, 


'-//(? 


IF  . dF 
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d'F  . „ d'F  , , „ d'F 

+ 2 — — — 0)0)  + 2 tuo>. 


’ dz  dz' 


dz  dz. 


d'F 

dz’' 


+ jI-j  + 2 


iTF 

<fz'  dz. 


0)0),+ 


<TF 

dz 


M dxdy. 


The  expression  It  must  vanish,  and  thus  in  the  usual  way  we 
arrive  at  the  equation 


<jf  _d_  ^=0 

dz  dx  dz  dy  dz, 


(1). 


.From  this  equation  we  must  suppose  z to  be  found  in  terms  of 
x and  y,  and  when  this  value  of  s is  used  let 


d'I-A  £L-b 

dz'  ’ dzdz'~  ’ 


d'F 

dzdz. 


= C, 


*1=0 

dz'  dz  dz 


d'F  d'F  „ 

= lzj  = K‘ 


We  have  then  to  examine  the  sign  of 
JJ (Ao)'  + 2 Bono’  + 2 Cu>o)t  + GoF  + 2i/o>'<a(  + KcaJ)  dxdy. 


Now  assume  that  the  expression  under  the  integral  sign  is 
identically  equal  to 

(Mm*)’  + (A/co*),  + aa>'  + 2bw(o’  + 2ca)0>,  +-  Go>"  + 2lIo)‘o):  + Ka>' ; 
then  we  must  have 


a + M'  + N,  = A,  b + M—B,  c + N=C (2). 

We  have  thus  three  equations  involving  the  Jive  unknown  quan- 
tities a,  b,  c,  M,  N,  so  that  we  are  at  liberty  to  make  two  more 
suppositions  respecting  them ; it  is  found  convenient  to  introduce 
another  quantity  and  to  make  three  more  suppositions. 

Let  0 be  this  new  quantity  and  suppose  that 
G&  + 110,  + M = 0] 

1W  + K0,  + cO  = 0 l (3). 

bff  + c0,  + ad  = 0 j 
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From  (2)  and  (3)  we  obtain 

off  + ne,  + ne  = mo  , 

Hff  + K0,+  C0  = N6  l (4); 

Bff  + CO,  + A6=  ( M0 Y + (A 70)  t | 

hence 

n&  + ce, + Ad -(G&+ ne , + ney - (m + ko,  + ce), = o (5). 

From  this  partial  differential  equation  0 must  be  found;  then 
from  the  first  and  second  of  equations  (4)  we  obtain  M and  N, 
namely, 

m=  \{G6'+ ne , + ne),  n=  ~ (m  + ne,  + ce) ; 


and  from  equations  (3)  we  obtain  a,  b,  and  c.  Now  we  have 
«to*  + 2 baa)'  + 2ctoto,  + Geo'2  + 2lIa>'coi  + Kca? 
r<(  • . + bco\' 

= G{to+—G—) 

+ (**  a)\“'  + KG=H'a>) 

, f ft*  ( Gc-Hb )’  | , 

+ r G G(KG-IP)\°>  ’ 

and  the  coefficient  of  to*  in  the  last  line  vanishes,  as  we  shall  find 

& 6 

by  eliminating  ^ and  from  equations  (3). 


Hence,  finally,  we  obtain 

JJ(,At o’  + 2 Bcoco'  + 2 Co>o)l  + 6V*  + 2/Tto'to,  + A’to,’)  dxdy 


-//ft 


00+110,+ bo  ,v  (iie'  + K6,  + ce  , 
* "]+( 0 ", 


dxdy 


[[{ n ( , H(0  + ftto\*  / „ //*\  / f?C  — //ft  VI  J J 

+jJrr+—G—)  +{k~g) (“■ + ~kg^ic  j dx<,j‘ 

The  expression  in  the  first  of  these  two  lines  really  involves 
only  a single  integral ; the  expression  in  the  second  line  is  a double 
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integral.  In  order  to  ensure  that  this  double  integral  shall  retain 

IP 

the  same  sign  whatever  m may  be  we  must  have  K—-^  and  G of 

the  same  sign ; that  is,  GK  — IP  must  be  positive.  Then  if 
GK  — IP  is  constantly  positive  throughout  the  limits  of  the  inte- 
gration we  shall  in  general  have  a maximum  if  G be  constantly 
negative,  and  a minimum  if  G be  constantly  positive.  These  results 
agree  with  those  obtained  in  Art.  213. 


257.  A value  of  6 which  will  satisfy  equation  (5)  of  the  pre- 
ceding article  may  be  obtained  in  the  manner  explained  in  Art. 
251.  Suppose,  for  example,  a solution  of  (1)  obtained  which  in- 
volves two  arbitrary  constants,  and  denote  it  by 

* -/(*.  V>  7,» 

where  7,  and  7,  are  the  two  arbitrary  constants ; then  the  partial 
differential  equation  (5)  will  be  satisfied  by 


df 

37.’ 


where  /?,  and  fi,  are  arbitrary  constants. 


258.  Thus  it  will  be  seen  that  the  investigation  given  by 
Mainardi  of  the  question  discussed  in  the  preceding  two  articles 
may  be  considered  complete,  because  the  values  of  the  auxiliary 
quantities  introduced  can  be  really  found.  But  the  investigation 
is  not  preferable  to  another  which  Mainardi  gives  and  which  exactly 
follows  the  method  given  by  Jacobi  for  a single  integral.  With 
this  other  investigation  we  will  close  our  account  of  Mainardi’s 
memoir.  We  will  suppose,  as  is  usual  in  discussing  Jacobi’s 

and  are  given  so  that 

the  quantities  o>,  m,  and  m,  vanish  at  the  limits.  With  this  sup- 
position it  will  be  found  that  the  expression  in  Art.  256  of  which 
the  sign  is  to  be  examined  may  be  written  thus, 

Am  + Bm'  + Cm,  — (Bm  + Gm'  + Hm)'  — (Cm  + Hm' + Km,)  1 mdxdy. 


dz 


method,  that  the  limiting  values  of  z, 
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We  may  prove  this  by  integrating 

+ Gw'  + Ha)'adxdy  and  JJ ( Ca  + 1/co'  + Kw),  adxdy 


each  once  by  parts,  and  then  we  shall  obtain  the  same  expression 
as  we  used  in  Art.  256.  Or  we  may  modify  the  form  of  /,  and 
then  deduce  that  of  I%  in  the  manner  explained  in  Art.  251. 

Let  a stand  for  A — B'  — C, ; then  the  expression  of  which  the 
sign  is  to  be  examined  may  be  written 


jj  jao>  - ( Gw'  + Ha)'  - {Ha'  + adxdy. 


Let  0 be  such  a quantity  that 

ae-{Gff  + HO,) ’ - {HO'  + K0),  = 0, 
and  assume  a = uO.  The  above  double  integral  becomes 

1 1 1 auO  - {Gu'O  + Guff  + HuO  + HuO)' 

— {Hu'O  + Huff  + Ku,0  + AT«0(),  j uOdxdy ; 

and  this  on  reduction  will  be  found  equal  to 

-//{[( CM  + Hu)  0*]  + [{Hu'  + Ku ,)  0*], J udxdy. 

Integrate  by  parts  and  omit  the  terms  which  vanish  at  the 
limits ; thus  this  double  integral  becomes 


that  is, 


fJ{(Gu'  + Hu)  ffu  + {IIu'  + Ku)  0\J  dxdy, 
jj’j  Gu',  + 2 Hu'u,  + Au’j  ffdxdy. 


Hence,  finally,  we  have  in  general  a maximum  if  GK  —IP  is 
positive  and  G negative  throughout  the  limits  of  the  integrations, 
and  a minimum  if  GK—H a is  positive  and  G positive. 

The  quantity  0 may  be  determined  in  the  manner  explained  in 
Art.  257. 
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259.  In  the  volume  of  Tortolini’s  Mathematical  Journal  which 
contains  Maiuardi’s  memoir  there  is  a short  article  on  our  subject 
by  Professor  F.  Brioschi.  It  is  entitled,  On  a theorem  of  Jacobi's 
relative  to  the  criteria  for  distinguishing  the  maxima  from  the  mi- 
nima values  of  integrals.  The  article  occupies  pages  322 — 326  of 
the  volume. 

Brioschi  refers  to  Mainardi’s  method  for  distinguishing  maxima 
from  minima  values,  and  lie  says  this  method  is  complicated,  by 
the  admission  of  Mainardi  himself.  Brioschi  then  says  be  will 
briefly  indicate  criteria  for  solving  the  problem  proposed.  Thus 
the  title  of  the  article  does  not  give  a correct  idea  of  its  con- 
tents; for  there  seems  to  be  no  reference  to  Jacobi’s  theorem, 
but  instead  of  that  a new  method  is  proposed. 

260.  Brioschi  does  not  demonstrate  the  theorems  he  enun- 
ciates ; the  theorems  themselves  are  enunciated  in  the  language  of 
determinants.  The  following  example  will  give  some  idea  of  the 
object  of  the  article. 

Consider  the  expression 

A a'  + Bed*  4-  Ce i>"’  + 2Etoto  + 2F<nto"  + 2 Onto" ; 

this  expression  can  be  put  in  the  form 

c (to"  + 0a,'tF<°J +«(«’  + fay + 7a>’, 

where  a,  /S,  y are  certain  functions  of  A,  B,  ...  O',  we  have  in 
fact  indicated  the  values  of  a,  y9,  y in  Art.  256.  The  use  of  such 
a transformation  is  that  we  can  thus  see  what  conditions  must 
hold  in  order  that  the  original  expression  may  be  incapable  of 
changing  its  sign;  if  a,  y and  C are  all  of  the  same  sign,  or 
if  a and  y are  zero,  the  proposed  expression  cannot  differ  in  sign 
from  C.  Now  the  theory  of  determinants  furnishes  general  forms 
for  such  coefficients  as  we  have  denoted  by  a and  7 whatever 
be  the  number  of  the  quantities  to,  to',  &>",...  which  occur  in  the 
original  expression.  It  is  this  part  of  the  theory  of  determinants 
which  Brioschi  introduces;  and  he  indicates  its  use  in  the  ques- 
tion of  distinguishing  a maximum  from  a minimum  value  of  an 
integral  which  involves  x,  y,  and  z,  and  the  differential  coefficients 
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of  y and  z with  respect  to  x up  to  those  of  the  t»u‘  order.  But 
as  we  have  stated,  the  results  are  briefly  enunciated  without  any 
demonstration. 

261.  The  introduction  of  the  theory  of  determinants  into  the 
subject  is  an  important  point,  and,  as  we  shall  see  hereafter,  this 
has  been  recognized  by  Hesse  and  Clebsch.  It  should  be  stated 
that  there  are  intimations  of  the  value  of  the  theory  of  determinants 
in  Maiuardi’s  memoir,  but  we  have  not  adverted  to  them  in  our 
account  of  that  memoir,  because  they  are  merely  intimations  which 
do  not  in  any  practical  degree  affect  the  nature  or  value  of  Mai- 
nardi’s  investigations. 

262.  On  the  last  page  of  Brioschi’s  article  there  are  two  ob- 
servations which  may  be  noticed.  The  first  is  historical ; Bri- 
oschi  states  that  the  formula;  for  the  complete  variation  of  a double 
integral  were  given  by  Bordoni  in  his  treatise  on  the  higher 
Calculus  in  1831,  while  Poisson’s  memoir  appeared  in  1833,  and 
Ostrogradsky’s  in  1838.  Brioschi  however  refers  to  the  fact  that 
Poisson  had  himself  enunciated  his  formulae  in  1818.  This  fact 
seems  to  render  Brioschi’s  observation  altogether  superfluous. 
Moreover  Poisson  enunciated  his  formulae  in  1816  and  not  in  1818 
as  Brioschi  states;  see  Art.  102.  Also  Ostrogradsky’s  memoir 
was  first  published  in  1836  in  Crelle’s  Journal,  and  not  in  1838, 
as  Brioschi  states. 

The  second  observation  is  on  a mechanical  point.  Mainardi 
had  applied  the  Calculus  of  Variations  to  determine  the  form  of  a 
flexible  surface  which  is  in  equilibrium  under  the  action  of  gravity. 
Brioschi  states  that  Mainardi’s  result  is  only  true  on  the  supposi- 
tion that  the  tension  is  constant  in  every  direction  round  any  point 
of  the  surface ; he  says  that  this  follows  from  the  researches  of 
Poisson,  Cisa  dc  Gresy  and  Mossotti.  Brioschi  gives  no  references 
to  the  places  in  which  these  writers  have  discussed  the  question, 
but  probably  the  following  are  the  works  he  has  in  view.  (1) 
Poisson’s  memoir  in  the  Mdmoires  de  Vlnatitut  for  1812,  entitled 
Memoirs  stir  les  surfaces  ilastiques.  (2)  A memoir  by  Cisa  de 
Gresy  in  the  Memorie  della  Reals  Accademia  delle  Scicnze  di 
Torino,  Tomo  xxm.  1818,  entitled  ConsidSrations  sur  Viquilibre 
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des  surfaces  flexibles  et  inextensibles.  (3)  Mossotti's  Lezioni  di 
Meccanica  Rationale,  Firenze,  1851. 

263.  The  next  memoir  we  have  to  consider  is  hy  Eisenlohr, 
entitled  Researches  on  the  Calculus  of  Variations ; Untersuchungen 
•iiber  Variations-reclinung.  Inaugural-Dissertation  von  Dr  Friedrich 
Eisenlohr.  Manheim,  1853.  This  is  a quarto  pamphlet  of  20  pages. 


264.  The  memoir  begins  with  a few  introductory  observations ; 
the  author  says  that  his  object  was  to  give  a simple  proof  of  the 
propositions  required  in  Jacobi’s  method,  and  to  shew  that  in  a 
certain  case  that  method  might  be  extended  to  a double  integral. 
He  says  that  so  far  as  he  knew  the  second  variation  of  a double 
integral  had  not  yet  been  considered ; on  this  point  Eisenlohr  was 
in  error,  as  appears  from  Articles  147,  213,  and  258. 


265.  The  memoir  is  divided  into  eleven  sections.  The  first 
section  contains  some  remarks  on  the  nature  of  the  Calculus 
of  Variations ; and  Eisenlohr  here  objects  to  the  introduction  into 
the  subject  of  such  problems  as  we  have  considered  in  Art.  3. 
In  his  second  section,  Eisenlohr  gives  the  ordinary  investigation 
of  the  variation  of  a single  integral.  In  his  third  section,  he  infers 
from  the  result  of  his  preceding  section  the  condition  that  must 
hold  in  order  that  a given  function  of  x,  y,  and  the  differential 
coefficients  of  y with  respect  to  x,  may  be  an  exact  differential 
coefficient.  In  his  fourth  section,  Eisenlohr  distinguishes  between 

the  maximum  and  minimum  °f  Jf(f,y,  d£}j  dx\  and  in  effect 

he  verifies  the  statements  of  Jacobi  in  Art.  220.  In  his  fifth 
section,  Eisenlohr  distinguishes  between  the  maximum  and  mini- 
mum of  ff^x,y,jj^,  dx  i and  in  effect  he  verifies  the  state- 
ments of  Jacobi  in  Art.  221.  These  investigations  in  his  fourth  and 
fifth  sections  serve  as  Eisenlohr  says  to  prove  the  truth  of  Jacobi’s 
solutions  a posteriori,  and  the  length  to  which  they  extend  shews 
the  necessity  for  some  general  method  of  treatment.  Accordingly 
in  his  sixth  section,  Eisenlohr  gives  his  investigation  of  the  funda- 
mental theorems  of  Art.  222.  In  his  seventh  section,  he  shews 
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the  application  of  these  fundamental  theorems  to  the  Calculus  of 
Variations.  In  his  eighth  section,  Eisenlohr  investigates  the  maxi- 
mum or  minimum  of  [f(x,  y,  y‘,  y")  dx,  as  in  Jacohi’s  process  of 


Art.  224 ; Eisenlohr  also  illustrates  Art.  225  of  Jacobi’s  memoir, 
in  the  case  where  we  have  to  find  the  maximum  or  minimum  of 

jf(x,y,  dx.  In  his  ninth  section,  Eisenlohr  gives  the  ordi- 


nary investigation  of  the  variation  of  a double  integral  arising 
from  the  variation  of  the  dependent  variable ; he  confines  himself 
to  the  case  in  which  no  differential  coefficient  occurs  of  a higher 
order  than  the  first.  In  his  tenth  section,  Eisenlohr  gives  a theorem 
respecting  linear  partial  differential  equations,  analogous  to  that 
which  he  proved  in  his  sixth  section.  In  his  eleventh  section  he 
distinguishes  between  the  maximum  and  minimum  value  of  a 
double  integral  in  which  no  differential  coefficient  occurs  of  a 
higher  order  than  the  first ; this  investigation  is  equivalent  to  that 
by  Mainardi  which  we  have  given  in  Art.  258. 

It  ipay  be  observed  that  Eisenlohr  is  free  from  that  mistake  as 
to  the  constants  which  we  have  noticed  in  Arts.  232  and  254. 


From  the  above  general  account  of  Eisenlohr’s  memoir  it  will  be 
seen  that  the  only  points  of  novelty  which  it  presents  are  the  proof 
of  Jacobi’s  theorems  in  the  sixth  section,  the  application  to  the  Cal- 
culus of  Variations  in  the  seventh  section,  and  the  extension  of 
Jacobi’s  theorems  in  the  tenth  section ; these  we  shall  now  give. 


266.  Eisenlohr  says  in  his  sixth  section  that  Jacobi’s  method 
depends  upon  the  following  theorem;  a differential  expression  of 
the  form 


ifir  fa  tty  I d‘a'W  i W’l 

Uy  f»^+  dx  + dP  +""+  d&  J 

can  always  be  put  in  the  form 

f , d . At i (P . b y"  d* . b y'*1) 

y\b-*+-d?+-&L+---+- zri- 


This  theorem  was  not  proved  by  Jacobi  himself ; proofs  how- 
ever had  been  given  by  Delaunay,  Lebesguc,  and  Bertrand. 
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Eisenlohr  says  that  Bertrand’s  proof  is  the  only  one  that  is  satis- 
factory, and  that  is  very  long ; (worunter  nur  der  letztere  Be  wets 
befriedigend,  aber  auch  sehr  weitlaufg  ist).  Eisenlohr  does  not  say 
what  objection  he  has  against  the  proofs  given  by  Delaunay  and 
Lcbesgue.  He  then  produces  his  own  proof,  which  he  says  rests 
upon  the  same  principles  as  Bertrand’s.  Eisenlohr  establishes  the 
following  theorem.  Let  there  be  any  linear  differential  expression 
which  involves  x,  y,  and  the  differential  coefficients  of  y with  respect 
to  x ; let  it  be  multiplied  by  y so  that  we  may  denote  the  product 
by  yF ( x , y,  y,  y" , ...).  Now  put  y — wz,  where  w is  any  function 
of  x,  and  subtract  the  terms  which  involve  a’,  so  that  the  remainder 
may  be  denoted  by  zFx  ( x , a',  a", ...).  If  then  Ft  (x,  a',  a", ...)  is  an 
exact  differential  coefficient  whatever  w may  be,  the  expression 
yF(x,  y,  y,  y", ...)  can  be  put  in  the  form 


y | Ky  ■ 


d-Ky' 

dx 


....+ 


d\b,y wj 
dx'  J 


We  shall  denote  this  form  for  shortness  by  yQ>{x,  y,  y,  y" , ...). 
Now  if  F(x,  y,  y , y" , ...)  be  linear  and  of  an  order  not  exceeding 
2n  it  is  obvious  that  if  b0,  bt,  ba,  ...bn,  are  properly  choseft 


F(x,  y,  y,  y", ...)  -®(x,  y,  y,  y", ...) 


can  be  made  to  involve  only  differential  coefficients  of  y of  odd 
orders ; that  is,  we  can  obtain  the  identity 

F(x, y, y, y",  —)  - ‘f’fo  y,  y,  y",  —)  =c,y  + cj"  +...  + 


(See  the  commencement  of  Art.  239.)  If  then  we  wish  to  prove 
that  F(x,y,y,  y", ...)  can  be  put  in  the  form  y,  y,  y", ...), 
we  must  shew  that  c,,  c„  ...  all  vanish. 

We  suppose  it  given  that  if  in  yF(x,  y,  y , y"  ...)  we  change  y 
into  wz  and  subtract  the  terms  which  involve  a’  the  remainder 
when  divided  by  a is  an  exact  differential  coefficient  whatever  w 
may  be;  and  we  shall  prove  that  y'i’ix,  y,  y\  y", ...)  possesses  the 
same  property.  For  when  we  change  y into  wz  in  the  last  expres- 
sion we  obtain  a series  of  terms  of  which  the  type  is 


wz 


dr.  br(wz)in 

d 7 ’ 
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and  after  subtracting  all  that  involves  z%  we  obtain  pairs  of  terms  of 
which  the  type  is 


wz 


dr . br  (wz)lr> 
dxr 


— WZ* 


dr.brto'r> 
dxr  ’ 


and  thus  after  dividing  by  z the  type  becomes 


d'.bAwzrf 
W dxr 


t cz 


d'.bri 


,<n 


dxr 


and  this  expression  is  an  exact  differential  coefficient,  as  we  see  by 
the  method  used  in  Art.  238  and  referred  to  in  Art.  240. 

Thus  ycI>(x)  y,  y,  y\ ...)  docs  possess  the  property  which  by 
hypothesis  yF(x,  y,  y,  y", ...)  possesses ; hence  also 

y y.  y,  y">  — ) - **»(«,  y,  y,  y",  — )} 

possesses  the  property,  and  therefore  so  also  docs  the  identical 
equivalent  of  this  expression,  namely 

y K y +c»y"  + — + 

Thus 

W {C,  (WZ)'  + C,  (WZ)'"  + ...  + Cfc_,  (jm)1**'") 

— wz  [erf  + cs w'"+  ...  + c*_ , m1*"-*'] 

is  an  exact  differential  coefficient,  whatever  w may  be,  or  else  it  is 
zero.  Now  apply  the  theorem  in  Differential  Calculus  which  we 
have  quoted  in  Art.  239,  to  every  term  in  the  former  part  of  the  last 
expression,  or  else  integrate  by  parts  as  much  as  possible ; we  shall 
thus  find  that  the  whole  expression  consists  of  terms  which  are  im- 
mediately integrable  together  with  a term  — Cwz,  where 

C=  (C'W)'  + (erf'"  + ...+  erf  +crf"  +...  + cu_lw'*‘~'1. 

Now  C docs  not  contain  z and  z is  arbitrary,  so  that  Cwz  cannot 
be  an  exact  differential  coefficient ; we  must  therefore  have  C = 0. 
And  as  C must  vanish  whatever  w may  be,  the  coefficients  of  the 
differential  coefficients  of  w which  occur  in  C must  separately 
vanish ; thus  we  shall  obtain  in  succession 

e»«-i  = 0,  = 0,  ...  e,  = 0,  c,  = 0. 
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This  proves  Eiseulohr’s  theorem.  Now  to  apply  this  theorem 
consider  the  expression 


uy 


, d.afuy)'  <?.  afuy)"  d\ 

\^y+  & + +-+  dx-  j’ 


change  y into  wz,  subtract  the  part  involving  **,  and  divide  by  z ; 
we  thus  obtain  pairs  of  terms  of  which  the  type  is 


dr . ar  (uwz\,r>  cT . a.  (uto) 

ut° d*  — -™* te- 


rn 


The  last  expression  is  an  exact  differential  coefficient,  as  we  see 
by  the  method  used  in  Art.  238  and  referred  to  in  Art.  240. 
Hence  by  Eisenlohr’s  theorem  it  follows  that  the  expression 


f d.aAuy)'  d' . ajuy)"  . d' . a.(uy) 

k«y  + tt  + fV^-  + ...  + — 


dx 


te 


dxn 


(*ij 

"}* 


which  is  of  the  form  yF(x,  y,  y,  y",  ...),  where  F(x,  y,  y,  y", ...) 
is  linear,  can  be  put  in  the  form 


y 


+ 


izM  + 

dx 


d\h,y 

te 


+ 


d'.b,y<" 
dx r 


}• 


267.  The  proof  in  the  preceding  article  is  that  given  by 
Eisenlohr  himself,  except  that  he  docs  not  enter  into  any  detail 
respecting  the  relation  (7  = 0,  but  merely  intimates  that  it  follows 
from  the  known  condition  of  integrability  of  a function.  It  may  be 
remarked  that  the  memoir  is  not  free  from  misprints  and  inaccu- 
racies ; thus,  for  example,  Eisenlohr  uses  the  words  differential 
equation  repeatedly,  when  he  means  differential  expression,  and  he 
speaks  of  subtracting  the  coefficient  of  a*  when  he  means  subtracting 
the  terms  involving  e*. 

268.  In  his  seventh  section  Eisenlohr  shews  that  the  terms 
of  the  second  order  in  the  variation  of  an  integral  will  take  the 
form  which  Jacobi  gives;  see  Art.  224.  The  variation  to  the 

first  order  may  be  denoted  by  J FSy  dx,  where  we  omit  the  in- 
tegrated terms ; that  is,  we  suppose  the  limiting  values  of  x and 
y,  and  of  the  differential  coefficients  of  y to  be  fixed.  Then  the 
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quantity  of  the  second  order  which  we  have  to  examine  will 

he  JsVBydx.  We  have  then  to  shew  that  8F  is  a function  of 

By  and  its  differential  coefficients  which  can  he  put  in  Jacohi’s 
form.  This  will  follow  hy  Eisenlohr’s  theorem  since  we  shall 
prove  that  BV  has  the  following  property;  in  B VBy  change  By 
into  toSz  where  to  is  any  function  of  x,  and  subtract  the  terms 
involving  (8 z)’,  then  divide  hy  Bz,  and  the  quotient  will  he  an 
exact  differential  coefficient  whatever  to  may  be. 


F or  suppose  that  JvBydx  becomes  j VtBs  dx  by  the  change  of  y into 

wz,  then  hy  the  same  change  Js  VBy  dx  must  become  Js  Vfizdx,  that 
is,  8 VBy  becomes  8 VJBz  by  the  change  of  By  into  toSz.  The  part  of 


8 V,Bz  which  involves  (Bz)'  is  (8a)*;  hence  the  expression  which 
is  to  be  shewn  to  be  an  exact  differential  coefficient  is 


_1_ 

Bz 


that  is,  8 Fj  — Bz. 

dz 


Now  suppose  that  jf(x,  e,  z, ...)  dx  represents  the  integral  of 
which  the  variation  to  the  first  order,  excluding  the  integrated 
terms,  is  J VtSz  dx ; then  Vt  — Jr  is  an  exact  differential  coefficient ; 
dj_ 

dz 

Now  if  we  de- 


and  so  also  is  8 V — 8 4-  . Hence  we  have  only  to  shew  that 

* rl9  * 

dV 


8 %-  — 8z  is  an  exact  differential  coefficient, 
dz  dz 

velope  Js  dx  by  the  ordinary  process  of  the  Calculus  of  Vari- 
ations we  shall  find  that  we  obtain  a series  of  terms  free  from 
the  integral  sign,  together  with  the  term 

l(df5_±dfJ  d^df  \ 

jW*  dxdz,  + dx*dz ) ’ 

19 
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df 

where/,  stands  for  And  the  last  integral  will  be  found  to 

be  Sz  dx,  so  that  8 f - ^ 8 z is  an  exact  differential  coeffi- 

J az  az  as 

cient. 

Hence,  SVBy  does  possess  the  required  property,  and  there- 
fore by  Eisenlohr’s  theorem  8 Fean  be  put  in  Jacobi’s  form. 

269.  The  following  is  the  theorem  which  Eisenlohr  gives  iu 
his  tenth  section,  analogous  to  that  in  his  sixth  section. 

Let  F(x,  y, z,  z,  zlt ...)  bo  any  linear  differential  expression 
in  z,  and  its  partial  differential  coefficients  with  respect  to  x and 
y,  where  as  usual  accents  above  z indicate  differentiations  with 
respect  to  x,  and  accents  below  z indicate  differentiations  with  re- 
spect to  y.  Multiply  the  expression  by  z,  put  z = wt  where  to  is 
any  function  of  x and  y,  and  subtract  all  the  terms  which  involve 
t*.  If  every  term  of  the  remainder  when  divided  by  t is  susceptible 
of  at  least  one  integration  with  respect  to  x or  y whatever  to  may 
be,  F(x,  y,  z,  s’,  zlt ...)  can  be  put  in  the  form 

+ (Ay  + By.  + C>„)  + ^ {By  + ay + n,  j 

+ 

The  proof  is  similar  to  that  in  Art.  266.  We  denote  the 
expression  last  given  by  <I>  (x,  y,  z,  z,  zlt ...). 

Then  in  the  first  place  we  observe  that  by  properly  choosing 
the  coefficients  A0,  A„  Bv  Ct,  At,  ...  we  can  obtain  the  following 
identity, 

zF{x,  y,  z,  z',  zit  ...)  -z<I>(x,  y,  z,  z' , «,...)  =«¥(*,  y,e,  z 

where  ^(x,  y,  z , s(, ...)  is  a linear  function  of  the  differential  co- 
efficients of  s of  odd  orders. 

In  the  second  place  we  prove  that  *4> (x, y,  z,  s',  z. , ...)  possesses 
the  property  which  by  supposition  zF(x,  y,  s,  z , zt, ...)  possesses. 
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For  change  z into  xct  and  subtract  all  that  involves  and  then 
divide  by  t ; we  thus  obtain  terms  which  may  be  arranged  in  pairs, 
and  by  pairing  them  suitably  we  shall  obtain  expressions  which  are 
integrable  either  with  respect  to  x or  y.  For  example  a part  of  the 
result  is 

L f1*  M'+A  M,}  + wTy{B'  {wt)'+  c*  M,} 

JrB^'  )~WtTy{B'W'  +C 

and  we  arrange  these  terms  in  the  following  pairs, 

WiA'  (wtY  A”. 


w4<7,(w<),_w{4c‘w', 

WlLB'(wtY-wtTyB'W’’ 

W45,(W<) 


the  first  of  these  four  expressions  is  exactly  integrable  with  respect 
to  x and  the  second  with  respect  to  y;  the  third  expression  is 
equal  to 

-jj  wBl  (wt)  t — -^wtBt  w, 

and  the  fourth  to 


■i-  toB.  (wt)’  — -y  Wt  B 
ay  1 ' ' dx  1 


tc. 


and  thus  every  term  is  susceptible  of  exact  integration  either  with 
respect  to  x or  y. 

The  general  process  which  is  exemplified  in  the  first  and 
second  of  these  four  expressions  presents  no  difficulty ; that  which 
is  exemplified  in  the  third  and  fourth  of  these  expressions  will 
be  now  given. 

Let  us  denote  one  of  the  terms  in  z<b(x,  y,  z,  z\  zt, ...)  by 

, JL_(jr  dm*  \ 

" da?  dy1  \ da?  dym)  ’ 

19—2 
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where  r + s = p + ar  = m;  then,  as  we  suppose  r not  equal  to  p, 
there  will  also  he  the  term 


_ dmz  / dmz  \ 
dx?  dym  \ da?  dy9/ ' 

Now  change  z into  wt  and  subtract  all  that  involves  t',  and  divide 
by  t.  We  thus  obtain 


and  10 


*m  ( 

' p.  d"wt  \ 

wt  **  ( 

' d”w  \ 

da?  dy" ' 

, dx 9 dy") 

dx*  dy*  \ 

A da?  dy9) 

dm 

( K^W!  1 

( dmw  ' 
V dafdy". 

dx9  dy" 

V da?dy‘J 

1 W da?  dy9 

Now  by  repeated  integration  by  parts  we  have 


where  S represents  a scries  of  terms  free  from  the  integral  sign. 
Then  if  we  integrate  botli  members  of  the  last  equation  with  respect 
to  y , we  shall  find  that  the  only  term  on  the  right-hand  side  that 
remains  under  the  double  integral  sign  is 


dmw  j.  dmiot 
da?  (hf  dx9  dy’ 


dydx. 


And  this  term  is  the  only  term  that  will  remain  under  the 
double  integral  sign  when  we  integrate 

d"  / d"w  \ 
da f dy " \ do?  dy9)  ' 

Hence  the  first  pair  of  terms  written  above  is  such  that  it  consists 
of  parts  which  are  susceptible  of  exact  integration  either  with  re- 
spect to  a:  or  y.  And  the  same  holds  with  respect  to  the  second 
pair  of  terms.  Thus  z <b  (x,  y,  z,  z',  z,, ...)  does  possess  the  property 
in  question. 

In  the  third  place  it  will  follow  that  z'P (x,  y,  e,  z(, ...)  must 
also  possess  the  property  in  question  or  else  vanish  identically; 
and  from  this  it  will  follow  that  T (x,  y,  z,  z(,  ...)  does  vanish 
identically. 

If  for  example  'P  (.r,  y,  z',  zt, ...)  does  not  involve  differential 


Digitized  by  Google 


EISENLOHil. 


293 


coefficients  of  a higher  order  than  the  third,  we  should  have  for 
zty  (x,  y,  »,  zit ...)  an  expression  of  the  form 

* + Mtz,  + + AT,*,"  + N+:  + .V4*,„}  ■ 

Hence  the  following  expression  must  be  susceptible  of  inte- 
gration with  respect  to  * or  y,  or  else  vanish  identically, 

« (m;  («*)'  + («*),  + Nt  (tot)'" + a;  (my; + at,  m'„ + K (»«),„} 

- wt  | M.w  + M,w , + AT  w"  + A>,"  + A’.w',,  + Nt »,„}  . 

By  reducing  the  terms  of  the  first  line  by  integration  by  parts 
with  respect  to  x or  y,  we  arrive  at  an  unintegrated  expression  of 
the  form  Ct  where  C does  not  contain  t ; this  must  vanish  since 
it  cannot  be  an  exact  integral  with  respect  to  * or  y.  And  as  C 
must  vanish  whatever  to  may  be,  we  shall  find  in  succession  that 
Nit  Nt,  Nt,  Nlt  Mt,  Ml  must  all  vanish. 

Thus  Eiseulohr’s  theorem  is  established. 

The  theorem  is  applied  to  the  purposes  of  the  Calculus  of  Vari- 
ations in  a manner  similar  to  the  application  of  the  theorem  in 
Eisenlohr’s  sixth  section. 

270.  The  next  work  we  have  to  consider  is  by  Spitzer,  en- 
titled On  the  criteria  for  maxima  and  minima  in  problems  of  the 
Calculus  of  Variations.  This  work  consists  of  two  memoirs 
which  were  communicated  to  the  Academy  of  Sciences  at  Vienna ; 
the  memoirs  were  published  in  1854  in  the  Sitzungsberichte  of  the 
Academy.  The  first  memoir  extends  over  pages  1014 — 1071  of 
the  12th  volume,  and  the  second  over  pages  41 — 120  of  the  14th 
volume  of  the  Sitzungsberichte. 

Spitzer  refers  in  the  beginning  of  his  first  memoir  to  the 
memoirs  of  Jacobi  and  Delaunay,  which  we  have  already  noticed ; 
and  then  he  says,  that  he  has  sought  to  deduce  Jacobi’s  criteria  in 
another  manner,  and  believes  that  this  new  way  may  deserve 
some  consideration. 

271.  The  two  memoirs  consist  altogether  of  thirty  sections, 
of  which  thirteen  are  contained  in  the  first  memoir,  and  the 
remainder  in  the  second.  The  first  section  gives  the  ordinary 
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investigation  of  the’ terms  of  the  first  order  in  the  variation  of  an 
integral  which  involves  x,  y,  and  the  differential  coefficients  of  y 
with  respect  to  x.  The  second  section  gives  an  investigation  of 
the  terms  of  the  second  order  in  the  variation  of  the  integral. 
The  third  section  shews  how  Legendre  transformed  the  terms  of 
the  second  order  so  that  the  existence  of  a maximum  or  minimum 
might  be  recognized ; Spitzer  writes  the  equations  at  full  for  the 
case  in  which  the  integral  involves  only  the  first  differential 
coefficient  of  y,  for  the  case  in  which  it  involves  both  the  first 
and  second  differential  coefficients  of  y,  and  for  the  case  in  which 
it  involves  the  first  second  and  third  differential  coefficients  of  y. 
In  his  fourth  section  Spitzer  makes  some  remarks  on  the  equa- 
tions given  in  his  third  section ; he  shews  that  the  equations  take 
the  complicated  form  that  has  been  indicated  in  Arts.  220  and  221, 
and  he  says  that  Jacobi  had  succeeded  in  integrating  these  equa- 
tions by  a refined  and  difficult  analysis,  and  that  he  himself  had 
solved  the  equations  in  a much  simpler  manner.  The  fifth  sec- 
tion contains  that  part  of  Jacobi’s  theory  which  we  have  given 
in  Art.  252.  The  sixth  section  indicates  briefly  the  general  way 
in  which  Spitzer  proposes  to  solve  the  problem  under  discus- 
sion. The  seventh  section  contains  a complete  investigation  of  the 
general  criteria  for  the  maximum  or  minimum  of  an  integral 


J. 


Vdx,  where  V involves  x,  y,  and  y.  The  eighth  section  con- 

. d'V 

tains  a discussion  of  that  particular  case  in  which  is  zero. 
The  ninth  section  contains  a complete  investigation  of  the  ge- 
neral criteria  for  the  maximum  or  minimum  of  an  integral  j ' Vdx 

where  V involves  x,  y,  y,  and  y".  The  tenth  section  contains  a 

d*  V 

discussion  of  that  particular  case  in  which  is  zero.  The 

eleventh  section  contains  a complete  investigation  of  the  general 

criteria  for  the  maximum  or  minimum  of  an  integral  j 'Vdx 

J *0 

where  V involves  x,  y,  y,  y",  and  y".  The  twelfth  and  thirteenth 
sections  contain  a discussion  of  that  particular  case  in  which 
d*V  . 

is  zero.  The  fourteenth,  fifteenth,  and  sixteenth  sections 
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contain  some  additional  investigations  respecting  the  particular 
cases  which  are  discussed  in  the  eighth,  tenth,  twelfth,  and  thir- 
teenth sections.  The  seventeenth  section  gives  the  ordinary  in- 
vestigation of  the  terms  of  the  first  order  in  the  variation  of  an 
integral  which  involves  x,  y,  z,  and  the  differential  coefficients  of 
y and  z with  respect  to  x.  The  eighteenth  section  gives  an  inves- 
tigation of  the  terms  of  the  second  order  in  the  variation  of  the 
integral.  The  nineteenth  section  shews  how  the  terms  of  the 
second  order  are  to  be  transformed  so  that  the  existence  of  a 
maximum  or  a minimum  may  be  recognised ; the  necessary  equa- 
tions are  given  at  full  for  the  case  in  which  the  differential  co- 
efficients which  occur  do  not  rise  above  the  first  order,  and  for  that 
in  which  they  do  not  rise  above  the  second  order.  The  twentieth 
section  generalises  the  theorem  given  in  the  fifth  section.  The 
twenty-first  and  twenty-second  sections  contain  a complete  inves- 
tigation of  the  general  criteria  for  the  maximum  or  minimum  of 

an  integral  | ' Vdx  where  V involves  x,  y,  z,  y and  z.  The  re- 

^ fo 

maining  sections  contain  discussions  of  the  particular  cases  which 
occur  when  V assumes  particular  forms. 

272.  Speaking  generally  we  may  describe  Spitzer’s  work  in 
the  terms  we  used  with  reference  to  Mainardi’s,  namely,  as  Le- 
gendre’s method  improved  by  additions  borrowed  from  Jacobi; 
see  Art.  245.  Spitzer  was  acquainted  with  Mainardi’s  memoir, 
for  he  refers  to  it  on  page  62  of  the  14th  volume  of  the  Sitzunga- 
bericltle.  The  investigations  of  Spitzer  however  are  much  more 
complete  than  those  of  Mainardi ; Spitzer  does  not  shrink  from 
the  labour  of  working  out  the  solutions  of  his  equations  com- 
pletely. Spitzer  was  the  first  who  developed  completely  the 
second  variation  of  an  integral  involving  x,  y,  y,  y",  and  y'";  the 
preceding  writers  had  confined  themselves  to  the  case  in  which 
the  integral  involved  only  x,  y,  y and  y".  Spitzer’s  investigation 
of  this  problem  is  extremely  complex,  and  occupies  twenty  large 
octavo  pages;  besides  seven  more  pages  which  relate  to  certain 
special  cases.  In  fact  it  seems  improbable  that  any  student 
would  verify  the  long  calculations  contained  in  Spitzer’s  twelfth 
and  thirteenth  sections,  and  in  his  sections  comprised  between  the 
twenty-first  and  thirtieth  inclusive. 
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It  should  be  observed  that  the  memoir  is  well  and  correctly 
printed;  some  mistakes  at  the  ends  of  sections  8,  10,  and  13  are 
corrected  by  the  author  himself  in  'a  note  to  section  14.  A mis- 
take occurs  in  the  second  line  of  page  1032  of  the  12th  volume  of 
the  Sitzungsberichte , for  the  sign  of  the  right-hand  side  of  the 
equation  must  be  changed;  this  mistake  leads  to  two  more  on 
the  same  page,  and  it  appears  again  on  page  44  of  the  14th 
volume. 


273.  We  will  now  give  some  specimens  of  the  investigations 
and  conclusions  of  Spitzer. 

In  Arts.  250  and  251  we  have  shewn  how  in  general  we  may 

distinguish  between  the  maximum  and  minimum  of  [ ‘ Vdx,  where 

J* 0 

V involves  x,  y,  and  y.  Now  suppose  for  a particular  case  that 
d'V 

= 0,  then,  excluding  the  integrated  terms,  the  value  of  7,  on 
page  271  will  take  the  form 

(d'V  d d'V  \ 


JW  , 


dy'  dx  dydy' ) a 
Thus  for  a maximum  or  minimum  it  is  necessary  that 


d'V  d d'V 
dy ' dx  dy  dy 

should  be  respectively  constantly  negative  or  constantly  positive 
throughout  the  limits  of  the  integration. 


d'V  . . 

oince  ^ = 0,  it  is  obvious  that  V must  be  of  the  form 

<t>(*,y)+y  y)> 

thus  the  differential  equation  from  which  y is  to  be  found,  namely, 


dV  _d_  dV 
~dy  dx  dy'  ’ 


becomes 
that  is 


d<f>  i dyfr  d^r  df  , 
dy  " dy  dx  dy  * 


0, 


d±  _ d±_„ 

dy  dx 
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This  gives  y as  a function  of  x without  any  arbitrary  constant. 
Thus,  adopting  geometrical  language,  the  limiting  points  between 
which  the  required  curve  is  to  be  drawn  cannot  be  taken  arbitrarily ; 


they  must  lie  on  the  curve  determined  by 
problem  will  be  impossible. 


— 0,  or  else  the 

dy  ax 


d*V 

In  the  next  place  let  us  suppose  that  besides  -ps-  = 0,  we  have 

<PV  d d'V  . . ^ 

also  -n r — r~,  = 0 ; Spitzer  in  his  fourteenth  section  deter- 

dif  dx  dydy  * 

mines  what  the  form  of  V must  then  be,  in  the  following  manner. 


Since  = 0,  we  must  have  V of  the  form/,  (x,y)  + y'ft  (x,y). 

Now  suppose/ {x,y)  and  / (x,  y)  expanded  in  series  proceeding 
according  to  ascending  powers  of  y,  and  let 

/.  (*»j0  = A + Axy  + At/+  J.y*  + ... 

/.  (*>y)  = B»  + BxV  + B%y'  + B.y*  + ••• 

Thus  ~=1.2At  + 2.3A,y  + i.iAty,+ ... 

+ /(!  . 21?,  + 2 . SB,y  + 3 . 4P4y*  + ...) ; 


<?V 


7=  Bl  + 2 B,y  + 3 2?,ys  + 4 By  + ... ; 


dydy' 

l£w=.B;+1B;s+l>B-y+iBy+-" 


And  since 
we  must  have 


+ / (1 . 21?,  + 2 . 3 B,y  + 3 . 4 fl4y*  + ...). 
d'V  d (FV 


dy'  dx  dydy'  ’ 

2A,  = B’,  3 A,  = B',  4A,  = 

Thus  V=At  + Aj,  + %-ff  + %-tf+£.y'  + ... 

+ y (Bo + Bi  y + Bt  y> + B,  y*  + Bt  y*  + . . . ), 
or  V=A,  + Aly  + B0y'+(%y'  + Qy>  + ?* 
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This  gives  for  V the  following  form, 

<Pix)  +y<t>l(x)  +y'&(x)  + !&0>y)}'; 

or  we  may  express  our  result  without  any  loss  of  generality  thus, 

v=yx(x)  + {■'Kx>y)}'- 

With  this  value  of  V we  have 

j Vdx  - f(x,  y)  + Jyx(x)  dx ; 

thus  in  sjvdx  the  unintegrated  part  is  Jx(x)  Sydx,  and  this  will 

not  vanish  unless  x (*)  vanishes.  Then  J Vdx  is  exactly  integrable, 
and  its  maximmn  or  minimum  can  be  sought  by  ordinary  methods. 


274.  Besides  Spi tzer’9  method,  we  may  use  another  for  finding 
the  form  of  V in  order  that  we  may  have 

d'V  n , . d'V  d d'V 
-j-ij  = 0,  and  also  -ry  - = 0. 

dy  dy  dx  dydy 

The  latter  result  is  the  condition  of  intcgr  ability  of  the  function 
dV  dV 

-j- ; so  that  we  must  have  an  exact  differential  coefficient  of 
some  function  of  x and  y.  Thus 

^ y)r- 

We  do  not  introduce  y into  the  function  f(x,  y) , because  if 
dV 

we  did  -j—  would  contain  y"\  and  this  is  impossible,  because  since 
d'V  dy 

-j- if  = 0,  we  know  that  V is  of  the  form  f{x,  y)  + y’f  (x,  y), 
dV 

and  so  does  not  involve  y". 


Thus 

therefore 


dl-V+v'ty 

dy  ~ dx  + ” dy  ’ 
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Now  let  F(x,y)  be  such  a function  of  x and  y,  that 


dy  i dy ' 

dF 

so  that  =/(*,  y)  - (*), 

where  Xi(x)  i®  an  arbitrary  function  of  x. 

Then  |^=|{^y+^Mdy  = ^+^{X)+J(t{X), 

where  xt  ix)  ig  another  arbitrary  function  of  x. 

Therefore  V=  + y’ ^ + VXi' (x)  + X,(X) 

= |^(*.  y)+fx,  (x) «**}  + yxi'  (*)• 

And  this  agrees  with  Spitzer’ s form  of  V. 

275.  We  will  in  the  next  place  shew  the  manner  in  which 
Spitzer  investigates  the  criteria  for  the  maximum  or  minimum  of 

J Vdx,  where  V involves  x,  y,  y and  y".  We  have  first  to  find 

in  the  ordinary  manner  the  terms  of  the  first  order  in  S Jvdx  and 

to  make  them  vanish.  Then  to  distinguish  between  a maximum 
and  a minimum,  we  must  investigate  the  sign  of 


(7 <PV  , d'V  _ <PV  „2  , n d'V 

liww+W''°+W"  +2 


dydy 


vno 


„ d'V  „ „ d'V 

+ 2 ■■■,  j „ vsvo  + 2 


where  w is  put  for  By. 
Suppose 


' dydy" 


dydy 


7,  dx, 


w dV  dV  dV  „ 

W=TyW  + dtW+d?W' 


then  the  above  expression  which  we  have  to  examine  is  equivalent 
to 

,d\V 


(dW  (dW\ 

W I dy  \dy"); 


+ to 


dy" 


t[dw  (dW'd  /dwy  . 
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The  coincidence  of  the  two  expressions  is  easily  shewn  by  in- 
tegrating u>dx  once  by  parts,  and  J (^J^j  w<^x  bwice  by 

parts. 

Now  assume  that  these  terms  of  the  second  order  can  be  put 
in  the  form 

r ,py 

t no'  + 2vIww'  + tye’’  + J , ( w " + Xw'  + fiw )*  dx, 


where  v,  v,,  vt,  X,  and  /*  are  at  present  undetermined. 

In  order  that  this  transformation  may  be  possible  the  following 
equations  must  be  satisfied : 


d'V 

, ,d'V 

w " 

V+*df" 

d'V 

dy"  ~ 

2w,  + t>,'  + X’ 

d'V  _ 

dydy' 

u + tq'+V 

d'V 

d'V 

dy  dy"  ~ 

v'  + tlzp’ 

d'V 

„ d'V 

dy'dy"  ~ 

V'  + Xdf" 

<■¥' 

d'V 

dy"" 


We  may  observe  that  if  X and  y.  are  known  the  last  three  of 
these  five  equations  will  find  in  succession  and  t\ 

We  do  not  propose  to  give  the  long  process  by  which  Spitzer 
solves  these  equations ; we  will  however  briefly  indicate  the  prin- 
ciple on  which  he  proceeds. 


Let  «,  denote  a value  of  w or  By  which  makes  the  unintegrated 
terms  of  the  second  order  in  the  variation  vanish,  that  is,  which 
makes 


dW_  fdW y fdW\" 
dy  \dy')+\dy") 


= 0 


(i); 
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then  we  may  infer  that  this  will  make  to"  + \w  + fiw  vanish,  that 


is,  we  shall  have 

w,"  + X»,'  + /iul  = 0 (2) . 

Similarly,  let  u,  he  another  such  value  of  to  or  Sy,  then 

+ Xtq'  + nu,  = 0 (3). 


Then  from  (2)  and  (3)  we  can  find  \ and  fi  in  terms  of  w,  and 
u,  and  their  first  and  second  differential  coefficients;  and  when  v,  v„ 
and  v,  are  expressed  in  terms  of  X and  fi  from  the  last  three  of  the 
five  equations  given  above,  it  remains  to  shew  that  the  first  two  of 
these  five  equations  are  satisfied. 

When  the  equation  (1)  is  developed  it  takes  the  form 


This  is  a differential  equation  of  the  fourth  order,  so  that  w, 
and  u,  may  each  involve  four  arbitrary  constants.  But  practically 
to  find  w,  and  w,  we  do  not  require  to  solve  this  differential  equa- 
tion ; for  we  use  the  principle  explained  in  Art.  252. 

Spitzer  does  shew  that  when  X and  h are  found  in  the  manner 
indicated,  and  then  v,  t>,,  and  v,  deduced,  the  first  two  of  the  five 
equations  given  above  are  satisfied,  provided  a certain  relation 
subsists  among  the  eight  constants  which  occur  in  k,  and  u ,.  This 
agrees  with  Jacobi’s  statements  in  Art.  221. 

Since  the  above  five  equations  lead  by  the  elimination  of  X 
and  fx  to  three  differential  equations  of  the  first  order  for  finding 
v,  vt,  and  v„  it  follows  that  if  the  most  general  values  of  these  quan- 
tities are  obtained  three  arbitrary  constants  should  be  involved. 
And  Spitzer  shews  that  the  eight  constants  which  occur  in  u.  and 
u,  do  combine  in  such  a manner  as  to  leave  finally  three  independ- 
ent arbitrary  constants  in  the  values  of  v,  v„  and  t>,.  This  gives  a 
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completeness  to  the  investigations  which  is  desirable,  but  it  is  not 
absolutely  necessary.  For  all  that  is  required  in  order  that  the 
proposed  transformation  of  the  terms  of  the  second  order  in  the 
variation  may  be  effected,  is  that  certain  differential  equations 
should  be  satisfied;  and  it  would  have  been  of  no  importance  if 
the  number  of  arbitrary  constants  had  been  less  than  the  extreme 
number  which  the  most  general  solutions  would  supply. 


276.  The  general  results  at  which  Spitzer  arrives  in  the  in- 
vestigations noticed  in  the  preceding  article  are  the  same  as  those 
of  Jacobi  given  in  Art.  224;  but  in  addition  to  these  he  discusses 
some  particular  cases,  and  these  we  will  now  consider. 


form 


jpy 

Suppose  then  that  we  have  = 0 ; then  V must  be  of  the 


/,  (*»  y,  y')  + y-  y)- 


In  this  case  the  differential  equation  in  y,  which  is  formed  by 
equating  to  zero  the  terms  of  the  first  order  in  sj  Vdx,  is  a dif- 
ferential equation  of  the  second  order.  We  will  suppose  its  inte- 
gral to  be  y = <f>  (x,  a,). 

Now  assume  that  the  terms  of  the  second  order  which  we  have 
to  examine  can  be  put  in  the  form 

tuo*  + 2v,wi d + raw"  4-  J P (w*  + Xw)’  dx ; 

and  put  for  shortness 


d'V 

dy'dy" 


= D, 


dydy"  A dydy'  ** 


Then  we  require  that 

Aid1  + BvP  + 2 Dw'ic”  + 2 Eww"  + 2 Fine 

= (tno*  + 2 »»,«»'  + t + P(w’  + Xw)’. 
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Thus  we  must  have 

A—v'  + PX\ 

B=2vl  + v^+P, 

D - v„ 

E=vlt 

F='v  + vl'  + \R 

Now  let  u = (7,  + Ct  , where  Ct  and  G%  are  arbitrary 

constants ; and  assume  X such  that  u + Xu  = 0 ; we  shall  then 
examine  if  we  can  satisfy  the  above  five  equations.  The  third 
and  fourth  give  immediately  vt  = E,  vt  = D\  then  the  second  and 
fifth  give 

P—B  — 2E  — U, 
v-F-E'  + - (B-2E-H)-, 

it  remains  to  try  if  the  values  thus  obtained  satisfy 

A = v'  + PW 

This  requires  that 

A = F'  - E"  + — (B’—2E'~  D")  + — {B-2E-  D) 

• ^ ^ 

+ Uj(B-2E-1>), 

that  is 


(A-F'+  E")  u + u (2 E’  + 1T -B')+u"  (2E+B -B)  = 0. 

This  equation  is  in  fact  what  equation  (4)  of  the  preceding 

(PV 

article  becomes  when  = 0,  with  « in  the  place  of  to ; and  from 

Art.  252  we  know  that  the  value  assigned  to  w does  satisfy  it. 

Thus  the  unintegrated  part  of  the  terms  which  we  are  ex- 
amining, that  is, 

Jp  (to'  + Xw)*  dx, 

becomes 


f(B  - 2E-  D)  (to'  - ^ to  Jdx ; 
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hence  for  a maximum  or  minimum  B—2E—D1  must  be  respec- 
tively negative  or  positive  throughout  the  limits  of  the  inte- 
gration. 

Next,  suppose  that  wc  have 


d'V  A , . d'V  0 d'V  ( d'V  V 

dj/* ~ O’ andalao  ^-K/fdj'-Wdf)  =0- 

The  unintegrated  part  of  the  terms  of  the  second  order  is  now 


J(A  —F'  + E")  w'dx, 


and  thus  for  a maximum  or  minimum  A — F'  + E"  must  be  re- 
spectively negative  or  positive  throughout  the  limits  of  the  in- 
tegration. 


T . ..  dW  (dW\‘  /dW\"  n . 

In  tins  case  the  equation  _ _ = 0,  is 


no 


dy  \ dy  / \uy  / 

longer' a differential  equation  for  finding  to,  because  w , w , w , 
and  w'  disappear  from  it.  This  suggests  that  the  equation  obtained 


by  putting  the  terms  of  the  first  order  in  sj  Vdx  equal  to 


zero 


will  not  be  a differential  equation  in  y,  but  an  ordinary  equation ; 
and  this  will  be  found  to  be  the  case. 


For  Spitzer  shews  in  the  same  manner  as  in  Art.  273,  that 
the  form  of  V must  in  this  case  be 

4>  (*>  y)  + y ^ (*,  y)  + lx  (*.  y,  y')}\ 

and  as  in  Art.  273,  we  shall  obtain  for  determining  y the  equation 

dy  dx  ~ 

Lastly,  suppose  that  we  have 

d'V  tfVF  d'V  / d'V  V_ 

dy'  dy'  * dy  dy"  [dy'dy'j  ~ 

and  also 

d2X _ ( <PVY  (J1LX-  a 

dy'  \dy  dy')  + \dy  dy")  ~ 

Spitzer  shews  in  the  same  manner  as  in  Art.  273,  that  the 
form  of  V must  in  this  case  be 

7/<f>  ( x ) + {f  (x,y)}'  + {x  (x,  y,  y'))'] 
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thus  in  SJ  Vdx  the  unintegrated  part  is  j<f>  ( x ) hydx,  and  this  will 

not  vanish  unless  <j>  (x)  vanishes.  Then  J Vdx  is  exactly  integrable, 
and  its  maximum  or  minimum  can  be  sought  by  ordinary  methods. 


277.  We  may  also  obtain  the  results  of  the  preceding  article 

d*V 

by  another  method.  Suppose  ^5  = 0,  then  the  left-hand  member 

of  equation  (4)  of  Art.  275  takes  the  form 

(2 E+  D’  - B)  w"  + (2E  + D"  - B')  w + (A  - F' + E")  w, 

where  A,  B,  D,  E,  F have  the  same  meaning  as  in  Art.  276.  The 
above  expression  may  be  written  thus 

{(2 E+  D' - 1 3)  u>'}'  + ( A-F'  + E")  w , 

so  that  we  have  to  determine  the  sign  of 

J [{(2 E+iy  - F)  u>')'  +{A-F'+  E")  to]  wdx. 


Suppose  « such  a quantity  that 

{(2 E+  D'  - B)  u'}'  + (A  - F'  + E")  u = 0. 

Then  the  expression  which  we  have  to  examine  may  be  written 

j |j(2£+  B'-B)  to']'-  {(2  E+  D'  - B)  u'}'  wdx. 

Integrate  by  parts ; then  the  terms  remaining  under  the  integral 
sign  will  be 

j[(B-2E- IT)  to"  — (B  — 2E—  D')  u'  dx, 

that  is,  j (B-2E-  D')  (w’-^wjdx. 

This  agrees  with  the  result  at  the  bottom  of  page  303. 


278.  In  his  sixteenth  section  Spitzer  examines  some  excep- 
tional cases  which  occur  in  finding  the  maximum  or  minimum  of 

20 
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J Vdx,  when  V involves  x,  y,  y',  y",  and  y"‘.  He  does  not  here 

prove  that  V must  have  specific  forms  in  certain  cases,  but  he 
assumes  specific  forms  for  V and  shews  that  certain  exceptional 
cases  do  thence  arise.  The  following  four  forms  for  V are  ex- 
amined. 


1 . <f>  (x,  y , y,  y")  + y'"  (*,  y>  y y")  • 

2.  <f> (*> y> y)  + y" f (x> y> y)  + be (x> y> y'. /')]'■ 

3.  4>  (x,  y)  +y’f  (x,  y)  + [*, (x,  y,  y')]‘  + [*, (x,  y,  y , y")]'. 

4.  y<f> (x)  + fafa  y)]'  + [*.(*,  y,  yl]'+  bi,ix,  y.  y',  y")]'- 

279.  In  concluding  our  account  of  Spitzer’s  memoirs,  we  may 
state  that  the  most  interesting  and  valuable  portion  of  them  con- 
sists in  the  examination  of  certain  special  cases  in  which  the 
general  results  obtained  by  Jacobi  require  to  be  modified;  and 
these  special  cases  appear  to  have  been  examined  by  no  other  writer. 

280.  The  next  memoir  we  have  to  consider  is  by  Otto  Hesse  ; 
it  is  entitled,  On  the  criteria  for  the  maxima  and  minima  of  single 
Integrals.  It  was  published  in  the  54th  volume  of  Crellc’s  Mathe- 
matical Journal  in  1857,  and  occupies  pages  227 — 273  of  the 
volume.  In  the  beginning  of  his  memoir  Hesse  refers  to  the 
following  authors  who  have  written  commentaries  on  Jacobi’s 
memoir,  Lebesguc,  Delaunay,  Bertrand,  Eisenlohr  and  Spitzer; 
he  makes  special  mention  of  Spitzer,  and  commends  his  acuteness 
and  industry.  It  seems  probable  that  Hesse  was  led  to  turn  his 
attention  to  the  subject  by  seeing  Spitzer’s  investigations. 

281.  The  first  twenty  pages  of  Hesse’s  memoir  contain  inves- 
tigations of  Jacobi’s  theorems.  Although  there  is  little  that  is 
substantially  new  here  given,  the  investigations  are  well  worthy 
of  study  from  their  complete  and  systematic  form. 

282.  In  the  next  seven  pages  the  result  obtained  by  Jacobi’s 
method  is  developed  by  the  aid  of  the  theory  of  determinants,  so 
as  to  present  the  unintegrated  part  of  the  second  variation  in  a 
more  explicit  form  than  that  in  which  Jacobi  leaves  it.  These 


Digitized  by  Google 


IIESSE. 


307 


seven  pages  constitute  the  most  important  portion  of  the  memoir ; 
and  we  will  give  here  the  result  obtained  by  Hesse.  Suppose 

that  J Vdx  is  to  be  a maximum  or  minimum,  where  V contains  x,  y, 

and  the  differential  coefficients  of  y up  to  the  nth  inclusive.  Let  z 
stand  for  8y ; then  the  terms  of  the  second  order  which  we  have 

to  examine  can  be  put  in  the  form  J yfr  (z)  zdx.  This  is  proved 

by  Hesse ; it  is  equivalent  to  the  statement  in  Art.  223,  that  the 

terms  of  the  second  order  can  be  put  in  the  form  J SFSydx.  Now 

let  m,  v,  w, ...  be  values  of  * which  satisfy  the  equation  ifr(z)  = 0; 
we  suppose  n of  these  solutions  obtained,  and  they  will  be  all  of 
the  same  form,  but  differ  in  the  values  of  the  2n  arbitrary  constants 
which  each  of  them  involves.  Now  adopting  the  usual  notation  of 
determinants  let 


and 


n = 

r 

U, 

n 

...  «*"’ 

V 

j *• 

v. 

V 

tt 

V , .. 

...  v'” 

w, 

1 

w', 

n 

w . ... 

...  w'"’ 

w y • •• 



2) 

1 

z , 

z".  . . 

...  z{"} 

T7  = 

t 

M, 

> • • 
It 

u . ... 

...  tt'"-” 

v\  ... 

...  o1''’' 

Vm 

v, 

W, 

w \ ... 

...  tc'"-’ 

where  accents  denote  as  usual  differential  coefficients.  Thus  v is 
a determinant  of  the  ( n + 1)**1  order  and  yn  is  a determinant  of  the 
n**1  order.  Then  Hesse  proves  that  the  terms  of  the  second  order 

which  we  have  to  examine  can  be  put  into  the  form  j~  JV~dx, 

where  N is  the  second  differential  coefficient  of  V with  respect 
d’y 


to 


dx “ 


20—2 
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Moreover  Ilesse  draws  particular  attention  to  the  fact  that 
certain  relations  must  hold  among  the  arbitrary  constants  involved 
in  «,  v,  to,...  See  Arts.  221  and  232. 

283.  The  remainder  of  Hesse’s  memoir  is  devoted  to  the 
examination  of  three  particular  cases,  that  in  which  the  integral 
involves  x,  y,  y , that  in  which  the  integral  involves  x,  y,  y',  y", 
and  that  in  which  th?  integral  involves  x,  y,  y\  y",  y".  These 
cases  are  treated  very  fully,  and  the  relations  which  hold  among  the 
arbitrary  constants  are  completely  exhibited.  No  notice  however 
is  taken  of  the  exceptions  to  the  general  theory  which  Spitzer 
considered;  see  Arts.  273,  274,  276.  In  connexion  with  the  first 
of  the  three  particular  cases  which  he  examines,  Hesse  gives  a 
good  discussion  of  the  remarks  made  by  Jacobi  relating  to  the 
extreme  limits  which  may  be  assigned  to  an  integral  in  order  to 
ensure  a maximum  or  a minimum  ; see  Art.  225. 

284.  The  memoir  by  Hesse  forms  the  most  elaborate  commen- 
tary that  has  yet  appeared  on  Jacobi’s  theorems  and  method.  The 
student  who  masters  this  and  examines  what  Spitzer  has  given  on 
the  exceptional  cases  will  not  require  any  further  information  on 
the  maxima  and  minima  of  single  integrals  which  involve  one 
dependent  variable.  Hesse  uses  the  theory  of  determinants,  but 
a student  who  is  acquainted  with  the  elements  of  that  subject  will 
not  find  any  serious  difficulty  in  Hesse’s  memoir. 

285.  We  have  next  to  consider  a memoir  by  A.  Clebsch;  .it 
is  entitled  On  the  reduction  of  the  second  variation  U>  its  simplest 
form.  It  was  published  in  the  55th  volume  of  Crelle’s  Mathemati- 
cal Journal  in  1858,  and  occupies  pages  254 — 273  of  the  volume. 

This  is  the  first  of  three  memoirs  by  this  writer  on  the  Calculus 
of  Variations.  He  begins  by  referring  to  Jacobi’s  results,  and  to 
the  excellent  memoir  published  by  Hesse  respecting  them.  He 
then  indicates  the  points  in  which  Jacobi’s  results  require  still  to 
be  generalised,  namely,  that  similar  investigations  should  be  sup- 
plied for  the  case  of  a single  integral  which  involves  more  than 
one  dependent  variable,  and  for  the  case  of  a multiple  integral,  and 
for  the  case  in  which  equations  are  given  connecting  the  variables 
involved  in  the  integral.  The  present  memoir  proposes  to  supply 
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some  of  these  required  investigations.  Thus,  Clebsch  states  that 
the  memoir  solves  the  following  problem ; to  reduce  the  second 
variation  of  a single  integral  so  as  to  make  it  depend  upon  the 
smallest  number  of  variations,  the  integral  involving  any  number 
of  dependent  variables  and  their  differential  coefficients  to  any 
order,  and  also  any  number  of  equations  being  given  connecting 
the  variables.  In  addition  to  the  solution  of  this  problem,  there  is 
a short  section, on  the  subject  of  multiple  integrals,  but  this  is  of 
no  great  importance  ;*  the  writer  however  intimates  that  at  the 
time  of  printing  he  had  succeeded  in  overcoming  the  difficulties  of 
this  part  of  the  subject,  and  would  publish  a memoir  on  it,  and  in 
fact  the  third  memoir  fulfils  this  promise. 

As  an  example  of  his  method,  Clebsch  gives  the  ordinary  case 
of  one  dependent  variable  without  any  connecting  equations,  and  he 
arrives  at  the  result  obtained  by  Hesse;  sec  Art.  281. 

286.  The  second  memoir  by  Clebsch  is  entitled  On  those 
problems  in  the  Calculus  of  Variations  tohich  involve  only  one  in- 
dependent variable.  It  was  published  in  the  55th  volume  of 
Crello’s  Mathematical  Journal  in  1858,  and  occupies  pages  335 — 355 
of  the  volume. 

This  memoir  may  be  said  to  consist  of  two  parts.  The  first 
part  is  occupied  in  proving  that  the  solution  of  any  problem  in  the 
Calculus  of  Variations  in  which  there  is  only  one  independent 
variable  may  be  made  to  depend  on  the  solution  of  a certain  partial 
differential  equation  of  the  first  order.  It  had  been  intimated  by 
Jacobi  that  this  proposition  was  true  in  a certain  case,  so  that  a 
problem  in  the  Calculus  of  Variations  could  be  treated  in  a manner 
analogous  to  the  treatment  of  dynamical  problems  by  the  methods 
of  Hamilton  and  Jacobi.  Clebsch  easily  proves  the  proposition 
which  he  enunciates. 

The  second  part  of  the  memoir  is  occupied  in  shewing  that 
this  mode  of  treating  a problem  in  the  Calculus  of  Variations 
presents  great  advantages  in  the  discussion  of  the  terms  of  the  second 
order  with  the  view  of  discriminating  between  maxima  and  minima 
values.  This  part  of  the  memoir  is  extremely  complicated  and 
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requires  the  reader  to  possess  a good  knowledge  of  the  theory  of 
determinants. 

287.  The  third  memoir  hy  Clehsch  is  entitled  On  the  second 
variation  of  Multiple  Integrals.  It  was  published  in  the  56th 
yolume  of  Crellc’s  Mathematical  Journal  in  1859,  and  occupies 
pages  122 — 148  of  the  volume. 

The  object  of  the  memoir  is  to  shew  how  to  discriminate  be* 
tween  the  maxima  and  minima  values  of  multiple  integrals ; like 
the  second  memoir  by  the  author  it  is  extremely  complicated,  and 
requires  the  reader  to  possess  a good  knowledge  of  the  theory  of 
determinants. 

288.  We  have  been  compelled  to  give  very  brief  accounts  of 
the  memoirs  by  Hesse  and  Clebsch.  From  the  nature  of  the 
memoirs  it  seems  impossible  to  present  any  abridgement  of  them 
or  any  extract,  from  them  which  will  be  easily  intelligible ; and 
moreover  the  memoirs  belong  rather  to  the  Theory  of  Determinants 
than  to  the  Calculus  of  Variations.  As  however  these  memoirs 
have  been  published  so  recently  they  can  be  readily  obtained,  and 
thus  there  is  less  need  of  a detailed  account  of  them  than  in  the 
case  of  works  which  are  more  difficult  of  access. 
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289.  Tue  preceding  chapter  contains  an  account  in  chrono- 
logical order  of  the  writings  of  commentators  on  Jacobi’s  memoir ; 
the  present  chapter  consists  of  some  miscellaneous  articles  bearing 
on  certain  parts  of  Jacobi’s  memoir. 

In  Art.  228  we  have  given  Jacobi’s  remarks  on  the  shortest 
line  that  can  be  drawn  on  a surface ; these  remarks  are  connected 
with  those  in  Art.  225.  We  have  also  intimated  that  some  of  the 
commentators  on  Jacobi’s  memoir  have  considered  these  parts  of 
it ; see  Arts.  2G5  and  283.  There  is  a note  by  J.  Bertrand  entitled 
On  the  shortest  distance  between  two  points  on  a surface,  which  was 
published  in  1855  in  the  second  volume  of  the  third  edition  of 
Lagrange’s  Micanique  Analytique,  pages  350 — 352.  We  will  give 
this  note  in  the  next  article. 

290.  When  a material  point  moves  on  a fixed  surface,  and 
has  an  initial  velocity  but  is  acted  on  by  no  force,  Lagrange  proves 
that  its  velocity  is  constant  and  the  curve  which  it  describes  is  the 
shortest  that  can  be  drawn  between  two  of  its  points.  In  order  to 
prove  this  proposition  the  illustrious  author  shews  that  the  varia- 
tion of  the  arc  / ds  is  zero,  and  therefore  there  is  either  a maximum 
or  a minimum ; but  he  says  there  cannot  be  a maximum  and  there- 
fore there  must  be  a minimum.  This  manner  of  reasoning  is  in- 
admissible, because  we  know  that  the  variation  of  an  integral  may 
be  zero  while  the  integral  is  neither  a maximum  nor  a minimum. 
However  in  the  particular  case  in  question  Lagrange’s  statement 
is  exact,  as  we  may  shew  in  a few  words. 
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The  differential  equation  which  expresses  that  the  variation  of 
the  integral  Jds  is  zero  proves,  as  is  well  known,  that  the  oscu- 
lating plane  of  the  curve  is  at  every  point  normal  to  the  surface. 
But  if  we  suppose  the  two  extremities  of  the  arc  considered  to  be 
indefinitely  close,  among  all  the  arcs  drawn  on  the  surface  joining 
the  extremities,  the  least,  that  in  fact  which  differs  least  from  the 
chord,  will  evidently  be  the  arc  which  has  the  least  curvature, 
that  is,  the  arc  which  has  the  greatest  radius  of  curvature.  But 
the  arcs  which  unite  two  points  of  the  surface  indefinitely  close 
may  be  considered  as  having  the  same  tangent,  and  therefore,  by 
the  well-known  theorem  of  Meunier,  that  of  which  the  osculating 
plane  is  normal  to  the  surface  has  the  greatest  radius  of  curvature, 
and  is  consequently  the  shortest. 

The  proposition  enunciated  by  Lagrange  is  exact  as  we  have 
just  seen  for  any  indefinitely  small  arc,  but  it  would  cease  to  be 
so  if  we  considered  an  arc  of  finite  size.  There  exists  a curious 
theorem  on  this  subject  enunciated  by  Jacobi  without  demonstra- 
tion, which  gives  a general  method  for  determining  with  respect 
to  every  line  traced  upon  a surface  and  satisfying  the  conditions  of 
a minimum,  the  limits  between  which  it  is  really  the  shortest 
line. 

Let  AMA'  be  such  a line ; proceed  along  this  line  from  the 
point  A which  is  fixed  towards  the  following  points  of  the  curve. 
If  we  take  one  of  these  points  as  a second  limit  it  may  happen  that 
between  this  point  and  the  first  another  curve  can  be  drawn  which 
satisfies  the  analytical  condition  for  a minimum  as  well  as  the  first; 
then  the  line  considered  will  cease  to  be  a minimum  between  the 
point  A and  the  second  extremity  considered,  at  a point  for  which 
the  second  line  coincides  with  (se  confond)  the  first. 

This  theorem  has  not  been  demonstrated  by  the  mathematicians 
who  have  explained  the  celebrated  letter  in  which  it  is  enunciated. 
We  think  that  it  will  be  useful  to  indicate  briefly  how  it  follows 
from  the  analysis  of  Jacobi. 

The  integral  considered  being  jf(x,y,  dx,  the  variation 
takes  the  form  f VSydx,  V being  the  function  which  by  being 
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equated  to  zero  furnishes  by  integration  the  solution  of  the  pro- 
blem. 

d*f 

That  there  may  be  a minimum,  the  function  must  remain 

constantly  positive  during  the  limits  of  integration.  This  .con- 
dition will  certainly  be  fulfilled  whatever  the  limits  may  be,  be- 
cause we  have  seen  that  there  is  always  a minimum  between  any 
two  limits  whatever  if  they  are  sufficiently  close.  Besides  this  we 
must  have  according  to  Jacobi’s  analysis  another  condition  ful- 
filled. Let  y denote  the  expression  deduced  from  the  equation 
V=  0,  then  y contains  two  constants  a and  b suppose ; let  a and 
/9  be  two  other  constants,  and  let 


Then  the  other  condition  is  that  it  must  be  possible  to  take  the 
constants  a and  /3  so  that  the  expression 


2 du\ 

u dy * dx) 


may  not  become  infinite  between  the  limits  of  integration,  or, 
which  comes  to  the  same  thing,  w must  not  vanish  between  these 


a 

limits.  Hence  it  is  clear  that  for  each  value  of  ^ if  the  expression 

for  u becomes  zero  in  two  points  of  the  minimum  line  furnished 
by  the  Calculus  of  Variations,  then  between  these  two  points  we 
can  affirm  that  the  integral  is  a minimum.  Now  two  such  points 
will  possess  the  property  indicated  by  Jacobi,  that  is,  it  will  bo 
possible  to  draw  between  them  two  lines  indefinitely  close,  each 
of  which  has  the  minimum  property.  For  we  observe  that  the 
expression 

— I 


is  the  general  integral  of  the  linear  equation  8 F=  0,  in  which  By 
is  the  unknown  quantity.  (See  Jacobi’s  Memoir.)  If  then  we 
put  instead  of  y the  value  y + u,  where  a and  0 are  so  chosen  as 
to  make  u indefinitely  small,  which  is  allowable,  the  expression  V 
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will  vanish,  because  by  supposition  y makes  it  vanish  and  the 
indefinitely  small  increment  u renders  its  variation  zero. 

Thus  there  are  two  lines  indefinitely  close  joining  the  same 
two  points,  for  which  the  relation  V=  0 is  fulfilled,  that  is,  two 
lines  .which  equally  satisfy  the  conditions  of  minimum. 

The  proposition  thus  demonstrated  is  not  identical  with  that  of 
Jacobi,  but  it  is  perhaps  allowable  to  suppose  that  the  illustrious 
author  went  a little  too  far  in  the  rapid  sketch  which  he  gave  of 
his  results;  it  is  clear,  for  example,  that  the  conditions  found  by 
him  are  sufficient  but  not  necessary  for  the  existence  of  a minimum. 
There  is  therefore  no  ground  for  affirming  that  the  minimum  ceases 
to  exist  because  the  function  u becomes  zero ; but  this  would  be 
necessary  in  order  that  the  enunciation  should  take  the  completely 
affirmative  form  given  above. 

We  may  observe  before  closing  this  note  that  Jacobi’s  memoir 
contains  the  enunciation  of  another  very  remarkable  theorem ; if  at 
every  point  of  a surface  the  two  curvatures  are  in  op/wsite  directions 
the  line  which  satisfies  the  analytical  conditions  of  a minimum  is 
always  really  the  shortest.  We  confine  ourselves  to  recalling  this 
theorem  to  the  attention  of  mathematicians;  a more  detailed  dis- 
cussion of  the  geometrical  problem  which  is  the  object  of  this  note 
would  be  out  of  place  here. 


291.  Bertrand  in  the  first  paragraph  of  his  note  says  that 
Lagrange  is  right  in  asserting  that  there  is  necessarily  a minimum 
in  the  case  considered ; in  the  third  paragraph  of  his  note  he  says 
that  Lagrange’s  statement  is  not  necessarily  exact  except  for  an 
indefinitely  small  arc. 

The  remarks  which  Bertrand  then  makes  on  Jacobi’s  theorem 
coincide  in  substance  with  those  of  other  writers  on  this  subject ; see 
for  example  Mr  Jellett’s  treatise,  pages  90  and  98.  These  remarks 
depend  on  the  following  consideration ; Jacobi’s  method  reduces  the 
unintegrated  part  of  the  terms  of  the  second  order  to  the  form 


1 id\f  1 1 du 

2 ) dy  '*  \,tt  dx 


and  thus  we  cannot  be  sure  of  a minimum  if  u vanishes  between 


the  limits  of  integration.  Bertrand  however  is  alone  in  pointing 
out  that  this  does  not  prove  so  much  as  Jacobi  asserts  in  the 
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particular  problem  under  consideration,  for  Jacobi  asserts  that  there 
will  not  be  a minimum  ; and  Bertrand  conjectures  that  Jacobi  here 
overstated  his  results.  But  it  has  since  been  shewn  by  Ossian 
Bonnet  that  Jacobi  was  quite  correct ; the  proposition  to  which 
Bertrand  calls  attention  at  the  end  of  his  note  is  also  proved  by 
Bonnet. 


Two  notes  have  been  written  by  Bonnet  on  the  point  we  are 
considering.  The  first  note  is  entitled  On  some  properties  of  geo- 
desic lines.  It  was  published  in  the  Comptes  Rendus de 

V Academic  des  Sciences,  Vol.  40,  1855,  pages  1311 — 1313.  We  will 
give  it  in  the  next  article.  * 

292.  A line  traced  upon  a surface  is  called  a geodesic  line , 
when  its  osculating  plane  is  always  normal  to  the  surface. 

An  arc  of  a geodesic  line  is  the  shortest  line  that  can  be 
drawn  on  a curved  surface  between  its  two  extremities,  provided 
the  arc  be  comprised  within  certain  limits  which  have  been  fixed 
by  Jacobi  in  the  following  manner.  Consider  a geodesic  line  AM 
which  starts  from  the  point  A,  and  let  A'  be  the  point  where  this 
line  is  met  by  another  geodesic  line  AM'  which  also  starts  from 
the  point  A and  is  indefinitely  close- to  AM.  Between  the  points 
A and  A'  the  line  AM  will  always  be  a minimum  line ; but  beyond 
the  point  A'  the  line  AM  will  generally  be  neither  a maximum  nor 
a minimum.  Assuming  this,  let  p denote  the  variable  distance 
MM'  between  two  indefinitely  close  geodesic  lines  AM  and  AM'. 
By  a formula  due  to  Gauss,  p considered  as  a function  of  the 
arc  AM  will  satisfy  the  differential  equation  of  the  second  order 


0, 


where  AM  = a,  and  R,  R are  the  principal  radii  of  curvature  of  the 

surface,  and  in  addition,  when  j = 0 we  have  p = 0 and  = the 

ds 

angle  dO  between  the  geodesic  lines  AM  and  AM',  which  will 
completely  determine  p.  Now  suppose  that  the  surface  is  of 

1 

opposite  curvatures ; -pjr,  will  be  negative,  and  wc  can  assume 


1 I 

RR'  K~  a" 


where  a is  a real  constant. 
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Let  .us  take  the  equation 

dy 

ds * 


and  integrate  it  ao  that  when  a = 0 we  may  have  p,  — 0 and 

—p  = dd ; we  shall  obtain ' 

08 

= f (e*-«’a)  d0. 


But  from  a theorem  demonstrated  by  M.  Sturm  in  his  excellent 
Memoir  on  differential  equations  of  the  second  order,  it  is  known, 
that  for  any  interval  whatever  starting  from  s — 0,  the  value  of  pt 
must  vanish  at  least  as  often  as  that  of  p ; but  pt  never  does 
vanish,  and  so  p cannot  vanish.  Thus  in  a surface  of  opposite 
curvatures  a geodesic  line  is  always  a minimum  throughout  its 
length.  This  beautiful  theorem  was  enunciated  by  Jacobi,  but 
it  had  not  been  demonstrated  up  to  the  present  time  so  far  as 
I know. 

Suppose  in  the  next  place  that  is  positive  and  less  than  i . 
Consider  the  equation 


and  integrate  it  so  that  when  s = 0 we  may  have  p,=0  and  = dd ; 
we  shall  obtain 


p,  — add  sin  - . 
r‘  a 


But,  from  a second  theorem  demonstrated  by  M.  Sturm,  it  is 
known  that,  starting  from  * = 0,  p will  vanish  before  pt;  but  pt 
vanishes  when  s = ira,  therefore  p vanishes  before  s = 7ra.  Hence 
we  infer  that,  in  the  case  considered,  a geodesic  line  cannot  be 
generally  a minimum  line  throughout-  a greater  length  than  7ro. 
Consequently  the  shortest  distance  between  any  two  points  on  a 
convex  surface  is  less  than  ira  where  a*  is  a number  greater  than 
the  product  BR'  of  the  principal  radii  of  curvature  for  all  points 
of  the  surface. 
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293.  The  theorem  due  to  Gauss  which  Bonnet  quotes  in  the 
preceding  article  is  contained  in  the  Disquisitiones  generates  circa 
Superficies  curvas.  This  memoir  was  presented  by  Gauss  to  the 
Royal  Society  of  Gottingen  on  October  8th,  1827,  and  was  published 
in  1828  in  the  sixth  volume  of  the  Commentationes  liecentiores  of 
that  Society.  This  memoir  is  reprinted  in  Liouville’s  edition  of 
Monge’s  Application  de  V Analyse  h la  GSomitrie. 

The  theorem  in  question  is  also  proved  by  Ossian  Bonnet  in 
his  memoir  on  the  general  theory  of  surfaces  in  the  Journal  de 
TEcole  Poly  technique,  Cahier  XXXII,  1848. 

The  memoir  by  Sturm  to  which  Bonnet  refers  will  be  found  in 
the  first  volume  of  Liouville’s  Journal  of  Mathematics. 

The  second  note  by  Bonnet  is  entitled  Second  note  on  geodesic 
lines.  It  was  published  in  the  Comptes  It  endue ...  Vol.  41,  1855, 
pages  32 — 35.  We  give  it  in  the  next  article. 

294.  In  a note  presented  to  the  Academy  on  the  18th  of  June, 
I established  some  general  properties  of  geodesic  lines.  My  in- 
vestigations depended  on  the  following  theorem  due  to  Jacobi. 

Let  AM  be  any  geodesic  line  which  starts  from  the  point  A,  and 
suppose  A'  to  be  the  point  where  this  geodesic  line  is  met  by  a geodesic 
line  which  also  starts  from  the  point  A and  is  indefinitely  near  to 
the  first;  then  the  line  AM  will  be  a minimum  between  the  points 
A and  A',  and  will  cease  to  be  a minimum  beyond  the  point  A'. 

Jacobi  did  not  demonstrate  his  theorem ; he  merely  said  that 
it  might  be  easily  deduced  from  the  general  rules  which  he  gave 
for  distinguishing  maxima  from  minima  in  questions  which  de- 
pend upon  the  Calculus  of  Variations.  M.  Bertrand  has  given  a 
proof  of  the  first  part  of  the  theorem  in  the  notes  which  ho  has 
added  to  his  excellent  edition  of  the  Mecanique  Analytique;  that 
is,  he  has  proved  that  between  the  points  A and  A'  the  line  AM 
is  a minimum.  In  the  mode  of  proof  M.  Bertrand  has  followed 
the  indications  of  Jacobi.  With  respect  to  the  second  part  of  the 
theorem  M.  Bertrand  thinks  that  it  may  not  be  exact,  and  that 
at  all  events  the  method  of  Jacobi  is  not  competent  to  decide  the 
point.  It  is  in  fact  certain  that  the  general  conditions  found  by 
Legendre  and  completed  by  Jacobi,  for  distinguishing  between 


Digitized  by  Google 


318 


on  jacobi’s  memoir. 


maxima  and  minima  in  problems  which  depend  upon  the  calculus 
of  variations  are  sufficient  but  not  necessary.  I have  succeeded 
in  proving  by  particular  considerations  both  parts  of  Jacobi’s 
theorem.  I request  permission  from  the  Academy  to  communicate 
my  demonstration,  which  thus  removes  the  difficulties  which  re- 
late to  an  important  question,  and  at  the  same  time  gives  more 
precision  to  the  results  of  my  previous  investigations. 

Let  A MB  be  an  arc  of  a geodesic  line  which  starts  from  A 
and  ends  at  B.  (The  reader  is  requested  to  make  the  figure  for 
himself.)  Draw  any  line  AMJi  indefinitely  close  to  A MB  and 
having  the  same  extremities.  I proceed  to  estimate  the  difference 
of  the  lengths  of  AMB  and  AMJi  as  far  as  small  quantities  of  the 
second  order ; for  this  purpose  I draw  through  the  different  points 
of  AMB  geodesic  curves  normal  to  AMB,  and  I denote  in  general 
by  o)  the  portion  of  these  curves  comprised  between  AMB  and 
AMJi.  Suppose  the  element  MN  of  AMB  = ds,  and  the  corre- 
sponding element  MJd j of  AMJi  = ds, ; then 

M,K,  = ih,  = J{(M,P)'  + (PN,y}, 

P being  the  point  in  NN,  such  that  NP  = MM, . But 

PN,^-“ds  = w'ds, 


and  MtP  is,  by  a theorem  due  to  Gauss,  the  integral  of  the  equation 


Pit  u 
dw'  + Jilt'  = °’ 


du 


which  for  o>  = 0 satisfies  the  conditions  u — ds,  = Therefore 

aw 


MJ  — ds  (l  2ltR)  , 


if  we  neglect  powers  of  w above  the  second.  Therefore 
or  more  simply,  to  the  order  of  approximation  which  we  want, 
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Therefore  the  difference  between  AMtB  and  AMB,  that  is  the 
second  variation  of  the  integral  Jds,  will  be 


1 

2 


- (1). 


We  see  immediately  that  if  HR'  be  negative  this  second  varia- 
tion is  always  positive ; this  proves  the  first  theorem  which  I have 
established  in  another  manner  in  my  first  note;  in  any  surface  of 
opposite  curvatures  geodesic  line  is  a minimum,  throughout  its 
length. 

Now  let  us  call  p the  distance  comprised  between  the  line  AMB 
and  another  geodesic  line  indefinitely  close  to  it  which  also  starts 
from  A,  so  that  we  have 


dfp 

ds2 


= 0 , 


and  when  s = 0 wc  have  p — 0 and  jj’  = the  indefinitely  small  angle 

dd  between  the  two  geodesic  lines ; the  expression  (l)  can  be  put 
in  the  form 


+ 


But,  if  p does  not  vanish  within  the  limits  of  integration, 

for  a is  zero  at  the  limits ; thus  the  second  variation  is  reduced  to 


that  is,  to  a positive  result.  I conclude  therefore,  that  so  long  as 
the  extremity  B is  not  beyond  the  point  A'  where  the  line  AMB  is 
met  by  the  geodesic  line  indefinitely  close  to  it  which  also  starts 
from  the  point  A,  the  arc  AMB  of  the  geodesic  line  is  a minimum 
between  the  point  A and  the  point  B;  this  is  the  first  part  of 
Jacobi’s  theorem. 
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If  the  point  B is  beyond  A',  then,  since  to  is  only  subject  to  the 
condition  of  vanishing  at  the  points  A and  B,  we  can  take  for  to  a 
value  which  satisfies  an  equation  of  the  form 


where  k is  real,  and  which  is  such  that  to  = 0 and  ^ = d6  when 


s = 0.  This  follows  from  the  fact  that  in  an  equation  of  the  form 

ddP+Gp  = 0, 


when  O is  diminished  continuously  the  roots  of  the  equation  p — 0 
increase  continuously,  ( p and  ^ retaining  the  same  values  for  s=0). 
We  have  then  for  this  particular  value  of  a> 


w + MR  ~k>' 

but,  since  to  is  zero  at  the  limits,  we  have  also 


therefore 


/("'-Iff)*— M*"+ZS’)*! 


Thus  the  second  variation  of  the  integral  ft is  can  become  nega- 
tive, and  the  arc  AMB  is  neither  a maximum  nor  a minimum 
between  the  point  A and  the  point  B.  The  second  part  of  Ja- 
cobi’s Theorem  is  thus  established. 


We  have  said  above  that  when  once  Jacobi’s  Theorem  is  fully 
demonstrated  we  can  give  more  precision  to  the  enunciation  of  the 
results  contained  in  the  note  of  the  18th  of  June.  In  fact  we  can 
say  that  if  in  any  convex  surface  the  product  RR  of  the  principal 
radii  of  curvature  is  less  than  the  constant  a*,  the  shortest  distance 
from  one  point  to  another  upon  the  surface  will  always  be  less 
than  ira.  Hence  it  follows  that  every  convex  surface  in  which 
the  principal  radii  of  curvature  do  not  become  infinite  is  neces- 
sarily a closed  surface. 
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295.  Although  so  many  proofs  have  been  given  of  Jacobi’s 
theorems  that  it  may  appear  superfluous  to  present  others,  yet  the 
following  proofs  are  of  interest  as  they  depend  on  the  principles  of 
the  Calculus  of  Variations  itself.  They  were  published  in  an 
article  entitled  Observations*  on  Jacobi  s Memoir  on  the  Calculus  of 
Variations , by  E.  Heine,  in  Crelle’s  Mathematical  Journal,  Vol.  54, 
1857,  pages  68 — 71.  They  will  occupy  our  next  two  articles. 

296.  The  proposition  which  Jacobi  published  in  the  17th 
volume  of  Crelle’s  Journal  and  which  was  proved  by  Lebesgue  and 
by  Delaunay  in  the  6th  volume  of  Liouville’s  Journal  may  be 
demonstrated  also,  without  much  trouble,  in  the  following  way, 
which  depends  on  very  different  principles. 

Let  A be  any  given  function  of  x,  u any  function  of  x,  and 
let  u',  u", ...  denote  the  differential  coefficients  of  u with  respect 
to  x.  Put 

2Z=(-1  )njAuMuMdx (1), 

where  w1*’  stands  for  ; then 

SZ=  (-1)’  fAu^Su^dx. 

Now  by  integrating  by  parts  in  the  ordinary  way  SZ  can  be 
separated  into  two  portions,  namely,  one  which  is  free  from  the  in- 
tegral sign,  and  which  we  will  call  L,  and  another  portion  which 
remains  under  the  integral  sign,  namely, 

l~d!P  hldx' 

Let  y denote  any  given  function  of  x,  and  put  u=yt,  so  that 
Su—ySt]  thus 

8Z  = L+jy*^£pStdx (2). 

Now  we  must  obtain  an  equivalent  value  for  SZ  if  we  first 
put  yt  for  u in  (1),  and  then  effect  the  variation;  the  form  how- 
ever of  the  expression  for  SZ  will  differ  from  that  in  (2) ; and 
this  difference  in  form  accompanied  with  equivalence  of  value  will 
give  a proof  of  Jacobi’s  Theorem. 

21 
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Put  yt  for  «,  then  u'"'  takes  the  form 

a<"°  + a/""’1  + . . . + a„_/  + aj, 

where  a,  * , ...  are  simple  functions  of  y and  therefore  functions  of 
x.  Thus  Au^uix>  will  consist  of  a serjes  whicli  we  may  denote  by 
2/9<|m,tlw  where  the  indices  m and  p may  take  all  values  between  0 
and  n,  and  the  functions  denoted  by  /3  will  be  like  a,  a,, ...,  given 
functions  of  x.  Put  this  expression  for  Auw  u'n>  in  (1),  then  wc 
shall  shew  that  2 Z can  be  put  in  the  form 

2 Z=M+  J(C0U- C/t’+  C/Y-...±  CJ"tw)dx (3), 

where  M contains  no  integral  sign,  and  C0,  Cl,  ...  are  given  func- 
tions of  x. 

For  2 jpr'^Jx  consists  partly  of  terms  for  which  in  =p,  which 

thus  have  already  the  form  in  (3),  and  partly  of  terms  in  which  m 
and  p are  different.  Suppose  then  p greater  than  m,  and  first  let 
p = m + 1 ; for  such  terms 

J/St^dx  = f/3P"t,m*"dx 


^-[Z^dx, 


and  thus  we  obtain  again  terms  of  the  form  in  (3).  Next  suppose 
p — m greater  than  unity ; then  by  using  the  following  formula 

jpr)t{’’'Jx=pru,p-"-  dx  - dx, 


as  often  as  necessary,  we  shall  obtain  terms  in  which  the  indices  of 
t are  either  equal  or  differ  by  unity ; and  thus  finally  wc  obtain 
terms  of  the  form  in  (3). 


Now  take  the  variation  of  Z expressed  as  in  (3) ; then  by  the 
ordinary  formulae  of  the  Calculus  of  Variations  the  term  in  hZ 
which  remains  under  the  integral  sign  is 


/{ 


Cj  + 


d { (■/)_  (P 

dx 


(c,n 

dx’ 


+ ...  + 


L(C£9l 

dx-  j 


Stdx (4). 
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The  expression  (4)  must  therefore  be  equal  to  the  integral 
in  (2) ; thus 

c die/)  J(C/)  J-{C.n 

’ da?  W+  do:  * da?  +"'+  <&•  —vb 


The  quantity  C0  is  equal  to  y - ) . For 


since  u = yt,  we 


u">  = y'-'t + j y,H-hc' + ... ; 


thus  the  term 


J'  {AD 

y dx' 


is  the  only  term  which  can  contribute  any  portion  to  Cjt,  and 
thus  obviously 

Ct-vtd'W") 

w-yt  —xn  • 

We  can  now  prove  Jacobi’s  Theorem. 

T . T1  . d (A  tt)  d'(A.u{ ") 

where  A0,  Alf...  are  given  functions  of  x.  Put  u =yt  where  y is  a 
given  function  of  x ; then  from  what  has  been  proved 

vU-Bt+djm+ 

y « + dx  + + dx'  ’ 

where  7?0,  /?,, ...  are  known  functions  of  x,  like  Ct,  Clt ...  were. 

a-  A-,{A,+i^a+>.+£^0}. 

thus  when  y is  so  chosen  that  it  is  an  integral  of  the  differential 
equation  U=  0,  we  have  /?„  = 0 ; and  then 

/^-/+^+...+£W3, 

as  Jacobi’s  Theorem  asserts. 

Remark.  In  order  practically  to  determine  the  values  of  /? , 
7?a,  ...  which  do  not  come  into  consideration  in  Jacobi’s  memoir, 

21—2 
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the  method  may  he  modified  by  first  integrating  by  parts  and  thus 
reducing  Jau^’u^cL r to  Ju  ^ <&c.  Now  put  ty  for  «,  and  then 

we  have  to  consider  integrals  of  the  form  J/Stt^dx,  and  not  as  be- 


fore integrals  of  the  form  J/3(,m,^rldx. 


297.  Jacobi  published  another  proposition  in  his  Memoir,  of 
which  Delaunay  has  given  a long  demonstration  in  the  place  already 
named.  This  is  the  proposition ; 

let  J=jf  ( x , y, y, ...  «/*’)  dx, 

then  BJ  consists  of  a part  free  from  the  integral  sign  together  with 
the  integral  J V By  dx,  where 

r.,u-*p  + -±*Qp. 

This  is  well  known;  then  Jacobi  asserts  that  8F may  be  put  in 
the  form 

^+4^M  + _+£^Q.«r. 


.(6). 


We  proceed  to  prove  this.  Let  8 and  0 be  symbols  of  variation 
which  are  independent  of  each  other ; then  the  double  variation  8 6J 
will  be  equal  to 

2 jT)  (V  0yw  + 0y,m'8yw)  dx (7), 

where  the  sign  of  summation  refers  to  all  values  of  m and  p which 
are  comprised  between  0 and  n.  But  on  the  one  hand  this  expres- 
sion must  be  of  the  form 

L + JsV&ydx; 

for  if  we  vary  J with  the  symbol  0 we  should  obtain  an  integrated 
part  and  the  unintegrated  part  J VOy  dx ; and  if  we  now  vary  the 
result  with  the  symbol  8 we  obtain  for  the  unintegrated  part 
jsVOydx. 
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Moreover  the  expression  given  above  for  h6J  can  be  put  in 
the  form 

M+f (ASyffy - Afo/'Oy'  + ...  ± Anhy'"6yw)  dx (8), 

as  we  shall  shew  presently.  Now  by  the  ordinary  method  of 
integrating  by  parts  the  unintegrated  part  of  the  last  expression  is 

found  to  be  f W 6ydx ; and  thus 

SV=  W, 

which  was  to  be  proved. 

We  have  then  only  to  shew  that  8 6J  really  has  the  form  (8). 
The  terms  in  (7)  for  which  m =p  have  already  the  required  form ; 
suppose  then  p greater  than  m,  and  first  let  p — m + 1.  Then  it  is 
plain  that  by  single  integration 

j 0 (8/"‘%,"+,>  + dx 

is  referred  to  the  form 

jpthr'br'dx. 

If  p be  greater  than  m + 1,  then  by  single  integration  we  make 
j 0 (8/%''’  + %»%'"')  dx 

depend  on 

j 0 ( Sy^'W"  + By'^Oy^)  dx 

and 

j 0 {Sy^ffy^  + Sy*-»0y*>)  dx ; 

and  by  proceeding  thus  we  shall  ultimately  arrive  at  the  form 
in  (8). 

298.  There  is  an  article  by  Minding  entitled,  On  the  trans- 
formations which  serve  for  distinguishing  maxima  from  minima  in 
the  Calculus  of  Variations.  It  was  published  in  Crelle’s  Mathe- 
matical Journal,  Vol.  55.  1858,  pages  300 — 309.  The  object  of 
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this  article  is  to  demonstrate  two  theorems  used  in  Jacobi’s  memoir; 
namely,  the  theorem  in  Art.  222  in  the  form  in  which  it  is  given 
in  Arts.  229  and  231,  and  the  theorem  respecting  the  form  of  SV 
in  Art.  223.  The  demonstrations  are  somewhat  complex,  but  per- 
fectly satisfactory;  as  they  consist  however  almost  entirely  of 
ordinary  algebraical  transformations  it  will  be  unnecessary  to  enter 
upon  them  here. 


299.  We  will  close  this  chapter  by  giving  two  examples  of 
the  investigation  of  a maximum  or  minimum  value. 


For  the  first  example  we  will  apply  Jacobi's  method  to  the 
expression  J Vdx  where  V = (p  + x -f  (2c  + cy1)  x.  This  is  in 


fact  the  example  given  on  page  108 ; the  quantities  which  were  there 

denoted  by  r,  p,  are  now  denoted  respectively  by  x,  y,  p.  The 

expression  of  the  second  order  which  determines  whether  there  is  a 
maximum  or  a minimum  is  here 


J j*  {¥)'  + 2 BpSy  + (cx  + (Sy)!j  dx. 

Let 

therefore 

80  = cx8y-x~(8p  + ^; 

therefore 

J 3/9  Sydx  = J cx  (By)'  dx  — j xSy  ~ (&p  + — j 

= -xfy(Sp+&)+jcx  (fi y)'dx+  J(fy+  ^ (xSy)  dx 

= - xSy  (Sp  + “)  +Jjx  (¥f  + 2 ¥¥  + (<*  + (fy)*j  dx. 

Thus  we  see,  since  the  limits  are  supposed  fixed,  that  the  terms 
which  we  have  to  examine  can  be  put  in  the  form  fsftSydx;  this 
is  in  accordance  with  Jacobi’s  theory. 
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Now  J 8/98yclx  = J uS/3  where  u is  at  present  undeter- 
mined ; also  if  u be  properly  determined  we  shall  have 

for  this  only  requires  that 


that  is,  we  must  have 


Suppose  then  that  u is  taken  to  satisfy  this  differential  equation ; 
then  we  get 

j8pSydx=ju'x{±(^'dx; 

neglecting  the  terms  free  from  the  integral  sign,  which  vanish  at 
the  limits  if  no  infinite  quantities  occur. 

Now  u is  such  a quantity  that  if  put  for  8y  in  S/3  we  get 
$(8  = 0;  hence  the  value  of  u is  known  by  Jacobi’s  theory;  sec 

Art.  220.  The  value  of  y which  makes  sjvdx  = 0 is  in  the 

present  case  to  be  obtained  by  finding  ^ from  the  value  of  z on 
page  108,  and  then  changing  r into  x.  Thus  it  is 

A ^ J da)  + B~  j log  (a;  sin’  to)  da ; 

and  therefore  the  value  of  u is  in  the  present  case  of  the  same  form, 
with  A and  B replaced  by  new  constants.  The  second  constant 
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must  be  supposed  zero  in  order  that  u may  not  be  infinite  when 
x = 0 ; hence  finally 

u = a f cos  aydoi, 


where  a is  an  arbitrary  constant. 

This  value  of  u however  vanishes  when  cc  = 0,  so  that  the  ex- 
pression under  the  integral  sign  in  the  value  of  J SftSydx  becomes 

infinite  when  x = 0.  Hence  we  are  not  certain  that  in  this  case  we 
really  have  obtained  a minimum. 


300.  The  next  example  is  intended  to  draw  attention  to  the 
case  in  which  we  have  to  discriminate  between  the  maximum  and 
minimum  of  a function  when  the  limits  are  not  fixed.  Writers  on 
the  calculus  of  variations  appear  frequently  to  intimate  that  the 
fact  of  the  limits  being  variable  does  not  really  render  the  problem 
more  difficult ; this  however  does  not  seem  correct. 

Let  us  consider  the  problem  of  the  brachistochrone  in  which 
the  moving  particle  is  to  pass  from  one  given  curve  to  another, 
starting  with  an  assigned  velocity.  Take  the  axis  of  x vertically 
downwards ; let  h be  the  height  due  to  the  initial  velocity,  and  xt 
the  abscissae  of  the  starting-point  and  the  final  point  respectively. 

Then  we  have  to  find  the  minimum  value  of  [ ’ Vdx,  where 

V = ^(1^1-1")  °nd  p — We  shall  treat  the  problem  in 

what  seems  the  best  way ; we  shall  attribute  no  variation  to  the 
independent  variable  x but  shall  obtain  the  requisite  generality  in 
our  formula;  by  changing  the  limits  of  the  integration.  Suppose 
then  that  p receives  the  variation  Sp,  and  that  the  limits  xt  and  a;, 
become  respectively  xi  + dxi  and  xt  + dxt.  In  consequence  of  the 
change  in  p and  xt  a change  takes  place  in  V,  and  to  the  second 
order  V becomes 


rrdV.  ^dVS  w 


2 dp' 


d'V  s t 1 d'V 

Sp  dxt  + — • 


dpdxt 
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Hence  the  variation  of  the  integral  is 

[’'+djr,Vdx-  ['’Vdx 
J ds,  J M, 

f [dV^idVJ  d'V  £ ,7  j.lcPr,.  , 

+m  v+  ^,dx'+iw  w e~  • * ^ wl  *• 

the  limits  in  the  last  line  being  xl  + dxl  and  x,  + dxt. 

Now  we  observe  that  if  in  an  integral  J ’<f>(x)dx  the  upper 
limit  is  increased  by  dxt  the  integral  is  increased  by 

to  the  second  order ; and  if  the  lower  limit  is  increased  by  dxx  the 
integral  is  diminished  by 

+ (*»)» 

to  the  second  order.  Thus  the  above  variation  becomes  to  the 
second  order 

vtdxt~  vxdxl+\v;{d*y-\v;(dxf 

+ \ L'  \w{¥>' + 2 BpdXi + ^7  {d*A dx> 

where  V stands  for  the  complete  differential  coefficient  and 

dx 

the  suffixes  1 and  2 indicate  that  x is  made  equal  to  x,  and  x 
respectively. 

By  reducing  the  second  of  the  above  three  lines  the  variation 
becomes  to  the  second  order 

K dxt-vidxl  + l V’  (dxy  - i v;  (dxj* 

+I*{^*+£tdx'}dx 

+ \ Li  \df  + 2 ^ ipdx^dd^  w}  *• 


1 
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Cd  V 

The  term  J j—  Bp  dx  of  the  variation  becomes  by  integration 
by  parts 

dV 

Hence  we  infer  that  we  must  have  -jj-  equal  to  a constant,  in 
order  to  obtain  a minimum. 


We  have  now  to  examine  the  remaining  terms  of  the  variation. 
We  shall  first  transform  Syg  and  Byr 


Suppose  y — x (#)  the  equation  to  the  upper  limiting  curve,  and 
y — \[r  (x)  the  equation  to  the  lower  limiting  curve.  Then  the 
co-ordinates  x},  yt  satisfy  the  latter  equation,  and  so  also  must  the 
co-ordinates  of  the  new  extreme  point  which  is  obtained  by  changing 
the  curve  and  the  limits.  The  abscissa  of  the  new  extreme  point 
is  x%  + dxt ; the  ordinate  of  the  new  extreme  point  will  be  found 
by  changing  xt  into  xg  + d.r%  in  the  function  y%  + Bya,  so  that  it 
will  be 


dx* 


in  which  we  must  suppose  x put  equal  to  x,. 
order  the  ordinate  in  question  is 


|y  + fy  + dx, d ^ + \ W 


Thus  to  the  second 


and  this  must  be  equal  to  (x,  + dxa)  estimated  to  the  second 
order.  Hence  we  get 


A similar  expression  holds  for  Byt. 

With  these  values  of  Byt  and  Bya  we  shall  find  that  the  variation 
reduces  to  the  following  terms  of  the  first  order, 
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together  with  the  following  terms  of  the  second  order, 

I (f ),  (*"  <■**■>'  - (f),  I >v  w 

- 5 (f  ),  (*”  <*>  - S),  W + (f),  * - I K'  W 

+(^s',+ a£*‘),  *■  - (ip  * + *■ 

- 5 1''  {35? 1 < w + 2 S + ^ «}  *• 

Tlie  interpretation  of  the  terms  of  the  first  order  is  well  known, 
but  we  will  give  it  here  to  render  our  investigation  complete. 

Equate  to  zero  the  coefficient  of  dx%\  thus 
dV 

substitute  the  values  of  V and  , and  we  obtain 

f pyfr'(x)  + \ ) 

M1  +/>*)V(^  +#-*,)], 

Thus  [pty' (x)  + 1],  = 0,  which  shews  that  the  curve  described 
cuts  the  lower  limiting  curve  at  right  angles. 

Next  equate  to  zero  the  coefficient  of  dxx ; thus 

•vr  dV  V(1  + p")  , . . . dV . . 

Now  j— = , , and  by  supposition  ~r  is  equal  to 

<&,  2 (A  + x-ag»  J 11  dp  1 

1 • w 1 

a constant,  that  is  -rr- ,, , : = -r-  say : 

’ V(1+/)V(A  + x-xx)  -Ja  }> 

. , h + x—x.  , a 

hence  p = 7 , 1 + p= 7 — . 

a — A— x + x,  a — A — x + x, 

Thus  ^ = • 

^1  2 (a  — /*  — x+  xx)l  (h  + x — a?,)* 
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y(q—  h — x+xt)  1 
J dxt  *Ja*J{h+x  — x ,)  p^/a' 


Hence 


Thus  our  equation  becomes 

\ ix>)+? i + wi_r)=o 

IV(1  +i>“)  V(A  + * - a:,)), + Va  \ft  pj  ’ 
that  is  -l_+-L('I_I]=o. 

V«  Pi<a  V«  \Pt  PJ 

Therefore  x(xi )Pt  + 1=0,  and  thus  the  tangents  to  the  limiting 
curves  at  the  points  where  the  described  curve  meets  them  are 
parallel. 

We  have  now  remaining  in  the  variation  only  terms  of  the 
second  order;  by  reduction  they  become 

- SI  w - 1 (f),  k <*>  - S},  <*>• 

+\  W- 1 "IW+Q 

+ S S'.'  {3?  <W+ 2 IS,  ^ ^ ^ 


Now  it  is  by  no  means  evident  that  the  above  expression  is 
necessarily  positive,  so  that  we  are  not  sure  of  the  existence  of  a 
minimum  as  asserted  by  Legendre ; see  Art.  203.  Nor  do  Jacobi’s 
investigations  give  us  here  any  assistance.  The  above  expression 
shews  that  catena  paribus  the  suppositions  that  yfr"  (xj  is  positive 
and  that  x"(xi)  *a  negative  are  favourable  to  the  existence  of  a 
minimum.  This  makes  the  lower  limiting  curve  convex  to  the 
axis  of  x and  the  upper  limiting  curve  concave  to  the  axis  of  x at 
the  points  where  the  described  curve  respectively  meets  them ; and 
it  is  obvious  from  a figure  that  these  circumstances  are  favourable 
to  the  existence  of  a minimum. 
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301.  The  present  chapter  contains  an  account  in  chronological 
order  of  various  articles,  memoirs,  and  treatises,  connected  with  the 
Calculus  of  Variations. 


302.  Poisson,  Mbnoires  de  VInstitut,  1812,  page  224. 

Poisson  here  finds  the  differential  equation  to  the  surface  of  con- 


stant area  which  makes  jjv(  1 +p*  + g*)  ^ + Kj  dxdy  a minimum, 


where  p and  p are  the  principal  radii  of  curvature  at  the  point  ( x , y,  e) 
of  the  surface.  He  adds  that  the  equation  obtained  would  alsp  be 


obtained  if  we  required  that  jj«/(l  +p*  + <f)  ^ dxdy  should 

be  a minimum,  or  that  JjV  (1+  p*  + g*)  dx  dy  should  be  a 

minimum ; for  dx  dy  vanishes,  so  far  as  the  terms 

J J pp 

under  the  sign  of  double  integration  are  concerned.  There  are 
two  misprints  in  Poisson’s  remarks,  but  there  can  be  no  doubt 
that  his  meaning  is  what  we  have  here  given.. 


303.  Rodrigue.  Bulletin  dee  Sciences  par  la  Soci&tf  Fhilo- 
matique  de  Paris,  1815,  pages  34 — 36. 

This  paper  is  on  certain  properties  of  double  integrals  and  of 
the  radii  of  curvature  of  surfaces.  It  is  stated  that  the  variation 


of  the  double  integral  Jj  <f>  ( p , q)  ( rt  — «’)  dx  dy 


contains  only  terms 
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relative  to  the  limits.  This  may  be  verified  without  much  diffi- 
culty ; that  is,  we  can  shew  that  the  part  of  the  variation  under  the 
double  integral  sign  is  identically  zero.  lienee  we  see  that  this 
statement  is  an  extension  of  that  quoted  in  the  preceding  article 
from  Poisson. 

304.  Poisson.  Bulletin  des  Sciences  par  la  Socictc  Philoma- 
tique  de  Paris,  1816,  pages  82 — 86. 

This  paper  is  on  the  Calculus  of  Variations  with  respect  to 
multiple  integrals.  Poisson  refers  to  the  difficulty  which  Lacroix 
had  found  in  the  variation  of  a double  integral,  which  led  him  to 
infer  that  Sx  must  be  supposed  a function  of  x only  and  By  a func- 
tion of  y only ; see  Art.  40.  Lagrange  adopted  the  same  hypothesis 
as  sufficient  for  his  purpose  without  asserting  its  necessity ; see 
Mccanique  Analytique,  3rd  edition,  Vol.  I.  page  92.  Poisson  re- 
moves the  difficulty  by  giving  the  correct  expressions  for  Sz,  Bzt, ... 
instead  of  those  given  by  Lacroix.  The  substance  of  this  paper 
was  given  by  Lacroix  in  his  third  volume,  pages  717 — 720;  and  it 
was  afterwards  incoqrorated  by  Poisson  in  his  memoir  on  the  Cal- 
culus of  Variations.  See  Art.  102. 

305.  Choisy.  Essai  Historique  sur  le  problime  des  maximums 
et  mtnimums  et  sur  ses  applications  h la  mfcanique  par  J.  D.  Choisy, 
Geneva,  1823. 

This  work  consists  of  66  quarto  pages.  It  is  divided  into  two 
parts.  The  first  part  is  on  the  abstract  problem  of  maxima  and 
minima;  this  contains  five  chapters;  (1)  Preliminary  considerations, 
(2)  Elementary  and  synthetical  methods,  (3)  Analytical  methods 
up  to  those  of  the  Bernouillis  inclusive,  (4)  Methods  of  Euler,  (5) 
Methods  of  Lagrange.  The  second  part  is  on  the  applications  of 
the  theory  of  maxima  and  minima  to  Mechanics ; this  contains  six 
chapters  ; (1)  On  the  use  of  indeterminate  coefficients  in  the  appli- 
cations of  the  Calculus  of  Variations  to  Mechanics,  (2)  On  the 
principle  of  least  action,  (3)  On  the  Cycloid,  (4)  On  the  Catenary, 
(5)  On  elastic  curves,  (6)  On  equilibrium. 

At  the  end  of  the  work  is  a list  of  authors  on  the  subject ; this 
list  does  not  seem  to  contain  anything  of  importance  in  addition  to 
the  usual  references. 
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The  present  writer  has  never  seen  Choisy’s  work  ; for  the  above 
notice  of  it  he  is  indebted  to  a friend,  who  at  his  request  examined 
the  copy  in  the  Bodleian  Library  at  Oxford. 

306.  C.  H.  Graeffe.  Commentatio  Historiam  Calculi  Yaria- 
tionum  inde  (tb  origine  Calculi  Differential  is  atque  Integralis  usque- 
ad  nostra  tempora  complcctens. 

This  essay  obtained  a prize  from  the  University  of  Gottingen 
in  1825;  the  adjudicators  however  state  that  it  is  defective  in 
giving  so  little  information  on  the  more  recent  investigations  re- 
lating to  the  Calculus  of  Variations.  The  author  in  his  preface 
states  his  intention  of  going  further  into  the  subject  in  a future 
essay ; this  intention  however  does  not  appear  to  have  been  ever 
carried  out. 

The  essay  occupies  60  quarto  pages ; it  traces  the  history  of  the 
subject  from  its  origin  until  the  time  of  Lagrange.  The  essay  thus 
goes  over  the  same  ground  as  the  well-known  work  of  Woodhouse. 
It  is  however  not  so  full  as  the  work  of  W oodhouse  ; it  sometimes 
merely  states  that  certain  results  were  obtained,  without  explaining 
the  method  by  which  they  were  obtained. 

The  essay  does  not  bear  upon  the  subject  of  the  present  volume, 
because  it  scarcely  alludes  to  anything  after  the  works  of  La- 
grange. A few  lines  are  given  to  Dirksen,  a few  to  Ohm,  and  a few 
to  Buquoy ; the  latter  two  are  not  highly  estimated  by  Graeffe. 
Thus  he  says : “ Conatus  quos  Ohm  ad  liunc  calculum  stabiliendum 
publicavit  parvi  momenti  sunt...,”  and  “...  ad  calculi  variationum 
principia  fundanda  Comitem  de  Buquoy  etiam,  quanquam  frustra, 
vires  tentasse ; non  est  tameu  meum  propositum  bos  conatus  scien- 
tiam  non  augentes  accurate  explicarc.”  Graeffe  refers  to  Lacroix  in 
the  following  terms:  “...inter  eos  qui  libros  quibus  doctriuaj 
matheseos  exponuntur  perscripserunt,  Lacroix  calculum  variationum 
diligentissime  tractasse.” 

These  extracts  are  all  taken  from  the  last  two  pages  of 
Graeffe’s  work.  The  present  writer  has  never  seen  the  work  of 
Buquoy  to  which  Graeffe  refers;  its  title  appears  to  be  Eine 
eigene  Darstellung  dcr  Gruiullehren  der  Yariations-rcchnung , and 
the  date  1812  is  ascribed  to  it  in  a bookseller’s  catalogue. 
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307.  Minding.  OreUe's  Mathematical  Journal,  YoL  5.  pages 

297 304,  1830.  This  article  is  entitled  On  curves  of  shortest 

perimeter  on  curved  surfaces;  it  contains  a discussion  of  a problem 
proposed  in  the  third  volume  of  Crelle’s  Journal  by  Crelle  himself. 
The  problem  is  to  find  the  shortest  curve  which  can  be  drawn  on 
a given  surface  so  as  to  include  a given  area.  Minding  obtains 
the  following  results.  If  the  given  surface  be  a sphere  the  required 
curve  is  a plane  curve,  and  therefore  a circle.  He  obtains  the  re- 
quired curve  when  the  surface  is  a right  cone.  He  remarks  that 
if  the  surface  be  any  developable  surface,  the  required  curve  must 
be  such  as  will  become  a circle  when  the  surface  is  developed; 
this  follows  from  the  known  fact  that  of  all  plane  figures  a circle 
is  that  of  least  perimeter  which  bounds  a given  plane  area. 

Minding  also  establishes  the  following  result.  Whatever  be 
the  surface  the  curve  required  has  this  property ; the  cosine  of  the 
angle  between  the  osculating  plane  of  the  curve  at  any  point  and 
the  tangent  plane  of  the  surface  at  that  point  is  proportional  to 
the  radius  of  curvature  of  the  curve  at  that  point.  This  property 
has  since  been  proved  by  other  writers  who  have  discussed  the 
problem,  namely,  Delaunay,  Bonnet,  Jellett,  and  Schellbach. 

The  last  five  pages  of  the  article  are  occupied  with  an  investi- 
gation respecting  another  property  of  the  curve ; Minding  appears 
to  have  here  fallen  into  an  error,  and  some  detail  will  be  required 
to  illustrate  the  point. 

A geodesic  line  is  a curve  drawn  on  a surface  so  that  at  every 
point  its  osculating  plane  contains  the  normal  to  the  surface  at 
that  point.  Now  suppose  a series  of  geodesic  lines  starting  from 
a common  point  on  a surface,  and  let  a series  of  curves  be  drawn 
cutting  these  geodesic  lines  at  right  angles.  The  latter  curves 
may  be  called  geodesic  circles,  because  it  can  be  proved  that  the 
length  of  the  geodesic  line  drawn  from  the  common  starting-point 
to  any  point  of  one  of  these  curves  is  constant.  This  property  of 
a geodesic  circle  from  which  its  name  is  derived  is  proved  by 
Minding,  although  he  does  not  use  this  name.  The  name 
is  used  in  Price’s  Infinitesintal  Calculus,  Vol.  II.  and  the  pro- 
perty is  there  proved ; see  also  Bonnet’s  Memoir  on  the  general 
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theory  of  surfaces  in  the  Journal  de  VEcolc  Polytechnique,  Cahier 
32,  page  74. 


The  property  then  which  Minding  considers  that  he  proves  is 
that  the  curve  of  least  perimeter  which  can  be  drawn  on  a given 
surface  so  as  to  include  a given  area  is  a geodesic  circle.  This  is 
in  fact  true  for  any  developMe  surface  in  virtue  of  the  remark 
already  made ; but  it  does  not  appear  to  be  generally  true.  It  is 
however  remarkable  that  Bonnet  and  Schcllbach,  who  both  seem  to 
allude  to  Minding’s  solution,  take  no  notice  of  this  part  of  it. 


We  will  indicate  the  grounds  for  considering  this  part  of 
Minding’s  article  to  be  erroneous.  Let  p be  the  radius  of  curvature 
at  any  point  of  the  required  curve,  6 the  angle  which  the  osculating 
plane  at  any  point  of  the  curve  makes  with  the  tangent  plane  to 
the  surface  at  that  point.  Then  the  characteristic  property  of  the 

cos  0 • • 

required  curve  is  that  — — = a constant.  If  then  Minding’s  result 

were  correct  it  would  follow  that  this  property  must  necessarily 
belong  to  a geodesic  circle.  Suppose,  for  example,  that  we  consider 
an  ellipsoid ; let  the  semiaxes  be  a,  b,  c in  descending  order  of  mag- 
nitude ; and  suppose  we  require  the  curve  of  least  perimeter  which 
can  be  drawn  on  the  surface  so  as  to  enclose  an  area  equal  to  half 
that  of  the  ellipsoid.  It  would  appear  obvious  that  the  required 
curve  must  in  this  case  be  the  ellipse  which  has  b and  c for  its 

semiaxes ; for  this  curve  satisfies  the  condition  C°a—  = a constant, 


since  cos  0=0,  and  it  encloses  an  area  equal  to  half  that  of  the 
ellipsoid.  It  is  however  also  obvious  that  this  curve  cannot  be 
a geodesic  circle,  for  if  it  were,  the  pole  of  the  circle  must  be  the 
extremity  of  the  longest  axis  of  the  ellipsoid,  and  the  lengths  of 
geodesic  lines  from  this  point  to  the  ellipse  in  question  are  not  all 
equal. 


We  will  however  examine  Minding’s  solution.  Let  a series  of 
geodesic  lines  be  drawn  on  a given  surface  all  starting  from  a fixed 
point.  Let  s denote  the  length  of  a portion  of  one  of  these 
measured  from  the  fixed  point,  yjr  the  angle  which  the  selected 
geodesic  line  makes  at  starting  with  some  fixed  line  on  the  surface ; 

22 
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thus  s and  i p-  serve  as  co-ordinates  to  determine  a point  on  the 
surface. 

Now  let  tf>  be  such  a function  of  s and  yfr  that  (fxty  represents 
the  length  of  an  element  of  the  geodesic  circle  which  passes  through 
the  point  ( s , yjr) ; then  <f>  will  be  a known  function  because  the 
surface  is  supposed  a given  surface.  With  this  notation  it  will 
readily  follow  that  the  length  of  the  perimeter  of  any  curve  is 

expressed  by  the  integral  J {dyfr)‘  + {ds)1  between  suitable  limits; 

and  the  area  of  the  enclosed  surface  is  expressed  by 

between  suitable  limits.  Hence  by  the  usual  considerations  we 
have  to  find  the  minimum  of 


h j (i/yfr)'  + (t/sf  -f  J j' <f>cty  ds, 

where  h is  a constant. 

Minding  then  proceeds  thus.  We  have  for  determining  the 
curve  of  shortest  perimeter  the  equation 

hS  j\/<j>'(df)'+{<Lsy+  8 f j^dyfrds  = 0. 


For  brevity  put  dF*  — (difr)*  + (ds)*,  and  suppose  that  only  \fr 
varies  since  it  is  known  that  the  two  equations  which  arc  obtained 
by  varying  s and  \fr  must  coincide ; thus  we  obtain 

this  gives  the  following  as  the  differential  equation  of  the  curve  of 
least  perimeter, 


This  equation  will  be  satisfied  by  the  supposition  ds  = 0,  as  it  is 
easy  to  sec.  For  it  follows  from  this  supposition  that  dP=  <f>d\fr , 


so  that  the  differential  equation 


becomes  (^j^j  dty  — d<f>  = 0,  and 


this  is  identically  true,  whether  <fi  depends  on  i ]r  or,  as  in  some 
cases  may  happen,  is  independent  of  yfr. 
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This  is  Minding’s  process.  It  appears  from  this  process  that 
when  we  take  the  variation  of  the  proposed  expression,  the  term 
remaining  under  the  integral  sign  is 

IH%)  $2-*£(*3M** 

lienee  the  equation  for  determining  the  required  curve  is 

Minding  in  effect  multiplies  the  expression  on  the  left-hand  side 
of  this  equation  by  4^- , and  then  puts  = 0 as  a solution.  This 
is  of  course  unsound. 

We  may  put  the  solution  in  a slightly  different  form.  Minding 
really  takes  $ as  the  independent  variable;  it  is  however  more 
natural  to  take  ->|r  as  the  independent  variable.  The  double  integral 

jj <f>  d-^r  ds  may  be  reduced  to  a single  integral  by  supposing  the 

integration  J (pels  effected;  denote Jrfids  by  v,  where  v will  be  a 

function  of  s and  i ]r.  We  have  then  to  find  the  minimum  of 

/{a\A,+©  +•}'**• 


Hence  in  the  usual  way  we  obtain 


dv 
da  + 


*♦2 


, ds 
k dir 


= 0. 


Now  this  equation  cannot  be  generally  satisfied  by  supposing 
ds 
dyfr 


= 0 ; for  this  supposition  leads  to  ^ + h = 0,  that  is, 


ds 


<f>  + h = 0 ; and  since  <f>  is  a function  of  s and  ->|r  this  equation 

connects  s and  yfr,  and  shews  that  s is  a function  of  yfr,  so  that 
da 
dty 


is  not  zero. 


22—2 
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308.  Goldschmidt.  Determinatio  superficiei  minimat  rolatione 
curves  data  duo  puncta  jungentis  circa  datum  exem  ortce.  Auctore 
Benjamin  Goldschmidt,  Gottingen,  1831. 

This  essay  obtained  a prize  from  the  university  of  Gottingen  in 
1831 ; it  occupies  32  quarto  pages.  The  problem  discussed  is  to 
find  the  curve  joining  two  given  points  which  by  revolving  round 
a given  axis  will  generate  a minimum  surface.  The  problem  is 
solved  in  three  different  ways  by  using  different  formulae  for  the 
area  of  a surface  of  revolution,  and  the  result  is,  as  is  well  known, 
that  the  surface  is  in  general  that  obtained  by  the  revolution  of  a 
catenary  round  its  base.  The  author  then  investigates  the  pos- 
sibility of  drawing  a catenary  which  shall  have  a given  base  and 
pass  through  two  given  points.  The  conclusion  is  that  sometimes 
two  such  catenaries  can  be  drawn,  sometimes  only  one,  and  some- 
times no  catenary.  When  no  catenary  can  be  drawn  it  is  inferred 
that  the  surface  consists  of  two  planes  formed  by  the  revolution 
round  the  axis  of  the  perpendiculars  from  the  given  points  on  the 
axis;  these  planes  may  be  supposed  connected  by  means  of  the 
portion  of  the  axis  which  they  intercept  between  them.  There 
is  no  investigation  of  the  terms  of  the  second  order  to  shew  that  a 
minimum  really  is  obtained. 

In  the  course  of  the  essay  some  interesting  properties  of  the 
catenary  are  noticed ; thus  on  page  17  is  given  a simple  geometrical 
method  of  drawing  a tangent  to  a catenary ; on  page  18  it  is  shewn 
that  all  the  curves  formed  by  varying  the  parameter  c in  the  equa- 

* _ X 

tion  2y  = c (e*  + e j touch  two  straight  lines  passing  through  the 
origin  ; on  page  26  is  given  a simple  geometrical  method  of  deter- 
mining the  vertices  of  the  two  catenaries  which  have  a given  axis 
and  pass  through  two  points  equally  distant  from  that  axis. 

A short  account  of  Goldschmidt  will  be  found  in  the  Monthly 
Notices  of  the  Royal  Astronomical  Society.  Yol.  12,  page  84. 

309.  Poisson.  Crelles  Mathematical  Journal,  Vol.  8,  pages 
361,  362.  1832. 

This  article  is  entitled  Note  on  the  surface  of  which  the  area 
between  given  limits  is  a minimum.  We  give  a translation  of  it. 

One  of  the  first  applications  which  Lagrange  made  of  the  Cal- 
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cuius  of  Variations  was  to  determine  the  surface  of  which  the  area 
between  given  limits  is  a minimum.  This  was  a very  favourable 
example  for  shewing  the  advantage  of  his  new  calculus  over  the  in- 
genious methods  which  had  preceded  it;  for  it  would  have  been 
difficult  to  extend  these  methods  to  the  maxima  and  minima  of 
double  integrals,  and  therefore  to  questions  concerning  surfaces. 
The  equation  which  Lagrange  found  is,  as  is  well  known,  a partial 
differential  equation  of  the  second  order.  Mongc  integrated  it  in 
a finite  form,  but  by  considerations  which  appeared  inadmissible, 
and  which  gave  rise  to  long  discussions  between  him  and  Laplace. 
Legendre  afterwards  obtained  the  same  integral  by  a transforma- 
tion applicable  to  a large  class  of  equations  of  the  second  order, 
so  that  no  doubt  remained  as  to  the  correctness  of  the  result. 
(Lacroix,  Differential  and  Integral  Calculus,  Vol.  2,  page  622.) 
Unfortunately  no  advantage  could  be  drawn  from  this  integral, 
which  involved  imaginary  quantities  and  was  expressed  by  a 
system  of  three  equations  between  two  auxiliary  variables  and  the 
current  co-ordinates  of  the  surface.  But  besides  the  difficulty 
which  results  from  this  form  of  the  general  integral,  in  which  it 
appears,  to  say  the  least,  very  difficult  to  determine  the  arbitrary 
functions,  there  is  another  difficulty  arising  from  the  number  of 
these  functions  which  the  question  can  admit. 

In  fact  the  problem  of  a minimum  area  comprises  two  dis- 
tinct questions ; cither  two  closed  curves  are  given  and  we  require 
to  connect  them  by  a zone  of  surface  of  which  the  area  shall  be 
the  least  possible,  or  else  only  one  closed  curve  is  given  and  we 
have  to  find  a surface  such  that  the  area  of  the  portion  bounded 
by  this  curve  shall  be  a minimum.  When,  for  example,  an  aper- 
ture is  made  in  the  surface  of  a vessel  which  contains  a fluid,  the 
area  of  the  surface  by  which  we  must  multiply  the  velocity  and  the 
time  of  the  movement  in  order  to  calculate  the  volume  of  the  fluid 
discharged  is  precisely  the  minimum  area  corresponding  to  the 
second  case  of  the  problem,  which  thus  presents  a useful  application. 

In  the  first  case  the  question  and  the  complete  integral  which 
has  been  found  have  the  same  degree  of  generality,  and  the  two 
given  curves  determine  implicitly  the  two  arbitrary  functions  which 
this  integral  includes.  In  the  second  case,  on  the  contrary,  the 
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given  curve  can  only  serve  to  determine  one  arbitrary  function. 
One  of  these  functions  will  then  remain  undetermined,  and  the 
integral  will  thus  have  more  generality  than  the  question  which 
it  serves  to  solve.  If  the  given  curve  is  plane  the  surface  required 
is  the  plane  of  this  curve.  If  it  is  a curve  of  double  curvature  this 
surface  is  not  known  h priori , but  it  ought  to  be  some  definite 
single  surface,  and  the  problem  is  not  solved  so  long  as  there 
remains  anything  undetermined  in  the  equation. 

In  order  to  resolve  this  difficulty  I have  considered  specially 
the  case  in  which  the  required  surface  does  not  deviate  much  from 
a given  plane.  By  putting  the  integral  of  the  partial  differential 
equation  under  a form  which  differs  from  that  hitherto  used,  I have 
found  that  the  expression  of  one  of  the  current  co-ordinates  as  a 
function  of  the  other  two  contains  terms  which  become  infinite  at  a 
point  of  the  minimum  area,  in  the  second  of  the  two  cases  of  the 
problem  ; and  these  must  be  suppressed  as  foreign  to  the  problem. 
In  the  first  case  these  terms  retain  a finite  value  through  the  whole 
extent  of  the  zone  of  surface  which  is  to  be  determined,  so  that 
while  they  are  to  be  suppressed  in  the  other  case  they  arc  to  be 
retained  in  this.  By  this  means  the  expression  for  the  ordinate 
of  any  point  of  the  surface  lias  in  each  case  the  degree  of  gene- 
rality which  the  question  requires.  Then,  by  the  method  which  l 
have  used  in  other  memoirs,  all  the  arbitrary  quantities  which 
enter  into  this  expression  are  determined,  by  means  of  the  two 
limiting  curves  of  the  minimum  zone  in  the  first  case,  and  by 
means  of  the  single  curve  which  bounds  the  minimum  area  in  the 
second  case. 

In  this,  manner  the  solution  of  the  problem  is  completely 
finished  in  the  two  parts  which  it  presents,  and  which  form  two 
distinct  questions  with  reference  to  the  determination  of  the  arbi- 
trary functions,  although  they  depend  upon  the  same  differential 
equation. 

The  Memoir  from  which  this  note  is  extracted  will  appear  in 
another  number  .of  this  Journal. 

[The  memoir  in  question  seems  never  to  have  been  published.] 

310.  Pagani.  Crelle's  Mathematical  Journal,  Vol.  15,  pages 
84—99,  1836. 
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Tli  is  article  is  entitled  Solution  of  a problem  relating  to  the 
Calculus  of  Variations.  The  problem  considered  is  that  which  was 
solved  by  Gauss;  see  Chapter  m.  Before  considering  the  problem 
Pagani  gives  a brief  investigation  of  the  variation  of  a multiple 
integral.  He  arrives  at  the  formula;  contained  in  Ostrogradaky’s 
Memoir ; see  Art.  128.  He  then  gives  some  remarks  on  the  inte- 
gration of  the  expressions  when  the  number  of  the  variables  does 
not  exceed  three.  The  Memoir  contains  nothing  that  will  not  be 
found  in  Ostrogradsky,  and  from  its  brevity  it  would  be  difficult 
for  a student  who  had  not  access  to  other  works  on  the 
subject. 

311.  Bjorling.  Calculi  Variationum  Integralium  Duplicium 
Exercitationes.  Auctore  Em.  Gahr.  Bjorling.  Upsal,  1842. 

This  treatise  contains  57  quarto  pages.  The  author  refers  to 
the  memoirs  by  Poisson  and  Ostrogradsky,  and  expresses  his 
surprise  that  neither  of  these  mathematicians  applied  his  general 
formulai  to  the  question  of  determining  the  surface  of  minimum 
area,  lie  proposes  to  consider  this  problem.  He  gives  by  way 
of  introduction  an  investigation  of  the  variation  of  a double  inte- 
gral, with  some  remarks  on  the  limiting  equations  which  must  be 
satisfied  in  order  that  the  variation  may  vanish.  This  part  of  the 
treatise  is  taken  from  Ostrogradsky.  This  introductory  part  occu- 
pies the  first  19  pages. 

The  author  then  proceeds  to  the  problem  of  the  surface  of 
minimum  area,  and  he  arrives  at  the  well-known  result  that  such 
a surface  must  be  determined  from  the  equation 

(1  + p*)  t — 2pqs  + (1  + rf)  r = 0, 

where  the  usual  notation  is  adopted.  Before  considering  this  equation 
generally  he  gives  two  special  examples  in  which  it  is  satisfied ; one 
example  is  a surface  of  revolution,  and  the  other  a ruled  surface.  The 
discussion  of  these  examples  occupies  pages  20 — 28.  Then  pages 
29 — 50  are  devoted  to  the  solution  of  the  general  partial  differ- 
ential equation  given  above.  Bjorling  quotes  Monge’s  solution; 
but  by  means  of  transforming  the  variables  he  obtains  the  solution 
under  another  form,  which  he  considers  more  suitable  than  that  of 
Monge  when  we  have  to  determine  the  arbitrary  functions  involved. 
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The  anthor  refers  for  Monge’s  solution  to  Monge’s  Application  de 
l' Analyse  h la  Oiomitrie,  and  to  Lacroix,  TraiiS  du  Calc.  Biff,  et 
Inter/.  Vol.  2,  page  630.  Monge’s  result  is  also  established  in 
De  Morgan’s  Differential  and  Integral  Caladus,  pages  473,  474. 

The  last  seven  pages  of  the  treatise  form  an  appendix  in  which 
the  author  briefly  discusses  a particular  case  of  the  problem  of 
determining  a solid  which  has  a maximum  volume  while  the  area  of 
the  surface  is  given. 

It  will  be  seen  from  this  account  of  the  treatise  that  it  con- 
tains very  little  which  strictly  belongs  to  the  Calculus  of  Variations ; 
in  fact  it  should  rather  be  considered  as  an  essay  on  the  integration 
of  the  partial  differential  equation  given  above.  We  may  observe 
that  the  part  of  the  treatise  which  relates  to  the  integration  of  the 
equation  is  reproduced  by  the  author  in  an  article  in  Grunert’s 
Archiv  der  Mathematik  und  Physilc,  Vol.  4,  pages  290 — 315,  1844. 

The  following  four  points  of  interest  may  be  noticed  in  the 
treatise. 

(1)  The  author  before  considering  the  general  problem  takes 
the  case  of  a surface  of  revolution ; he  then  arrives  at  the  known 
result  that  the  surface  must  be  that  which  is  formed  by  the 
revolution  of  a catenary  round  its  base.  Supposing  that  the 
surface  is  to  connect  two  given  circles  which  have  their  planes 
perpendicular  to  the  axis  of  revolution  and  their  centres  on  this 
axis,  he  obtains  equations  for  determining  the  constants  involved 
in  the  equation  to  the  catenary.  He  then  asserts  that  the  surface 
thus  obtained  is  that  which  has  the  minimum  area  out  of  all 
possible  surfaces  that  can  be  drawn  so  as  to  connect  the  two  given 
circles,  and  not  merely  the  minimum  area  out  of  all  surfaces  of 
revolution.  He  does  not  explain  this  remark.  Perhaps  lie  means 
that  we  are  first  to  conclude  that  in  the  case  considered  the  surface 
must  be  one  of  revolution  ; suppose,  for  example,  we  divide  it  into 
two  parts  by  a plane  containing  the  axis,  then  if  the  two  parts  are 
not  symmetrical  one  of  them  will  generally  be  of  greater  area  than 
the  other,  we  can  then  replace  the  part  which  has  the  greater  area 
by  a part  symmetrically  equal  to  the  other  part,  and  thus  obtain 
a less  total  area  than  that  which  was  assigned  as  the  minimum. 
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Or  perhaps  the  author  argues  that  as  the  surface  of  revolution 
which  he  has  obtained  satisfies  the  general  partial  differential 
equation  of  the  problem,  and  also  satisfies  the  limiting  conditions, 
it  must  be  the  surface  required. 

(2)  Bjorling  discusses  another  particular  example  before  con- 
sidering the  general  equation,  namely,  among  all  surfaces  which 
can  be  formed  by  the  motion  of  a straight  line  which  always 
remains  parallel  to  a fixed  plane,  to  determine  that  of  minimum 
area. 

Take  the  plane  of  ( x , y)  as  that  to  which  the  generating  line 
is  always  to  be  parallel ; then  we  have  to  find  a relation  between 
x,  y,  and  z,  so  that  the  following  partial  differential  equations  may 
be  satisfied, 

q*r  — 2 pqa  +p't  = 0, 

(1  +/}*)  t — 2pqs  + (1  + g*)  r = 0. 

The  result  is 

x — a = (y  — b)  tan  ~j~  • 

This  result  is  however  more  general  than  appears  from  Bjorling’ s 
treatise.  It  has  been  shewn  by  Catalan  that  out  of  all  ruled  sur- 
faces the  surface  determined  by  the  equation  just  given  is  the  only 
one  which  satisfies  the  condition  for  a minimum  area ; see  Liou- 
ville’s  Mathematical  Journal,  Vol.  7,  pages  203 — 211,  1842.  This 
theorem  is  also  proved  by  Bonnet  in  the  Journal  de  VEcole  Poly- 
technique, Cahier  32,  page  134,  1848 ; it  is  there  ascribed  to 
Meunier. 

(3)  In  the  appendix  which  extends  from  page  51  to  the  end, 
Bjorling  considers  the  following  problem ; among  all  surfaces  of 
revolution  to  find  that  which  has  a given  area  and  includes  a 
maximum  volume.  He  obtains  the  differential  equation  to  the 
generating  curve,  and  shews  that  this  curve  is  that  which  is  traced 
out  by  the  focus  of  a conic  section  when  the  conic  section  is  made 
to  roll  on  a fixed  line.  This  result  he  states  is  due  to  Delaunay ; 
and  he  refers  to  the  Journal  called  L’Instilut,  Number  394,  1841. 

(4)  On  page  4 of  his  treatise  Bjorling  points  out  an  important 
misprint  in  Poisson’s  Memoir;  sec  Art.  107. 
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312.  Bertrand.  Liouvllle’s  Mathematical  Journal,  VoL  7, 
pagea  55 — 58,  1842. 

This  article  is  entitled  Note  on  a point  in  the  Calculus  of 
Variations. 

Suppose  we  have  to  find  the  maximum  or  minimum  of  j Udx, 

while  J Vdx  is  to  remain  constant ; then  the  rule  which  was  given 

by  Euler  is  that  we  must  find  the  maximum  or  minimum  of 

\{V+  cU)  dx  where  c is  a constant.  Bertrand’s  object  is  to  prove 

this  rule.  He  says  that  his  proof  is  not  so  simple  as  that  which  is 
commonly  given,  and  which  involves  no  calculation ; but  the  com- 
mon proof  appears  to  him  unsatisfactory,  for  it  only  shews  that  the 
solutions  obtained  do  satisfy  the  conditions  of  the  problem,  but  not 
that  they  are  the  only  possible  solutions. 

rb  rb 

Suppose  then  that  I Udx  i3  to  be  a maximum  while  Vdx 

rb 

remains  constant;  then  we  know  that  the  variation  8 I Udx 

rb 

must  be  zero  whenever  the  variation  8 I Vdx  is  zero.  Sup- 
pose for  simplicity  that  the  terms  outside  the  integral  signs  in 
the  ordinary  expressions  for  these  variations  vanish.  Then 
rb  rb 

J asu  dx  must  vanish  whenever  j asvdx  vanishes,  where  u and  v 

are  certain  functions  derived  in  the  well-known  manner  from  U and 
V respectively,  and  as  admits  of  all  values. 


Now  it  is  obvious  that  we  can  satisfy  this  condition  by  putting 
« = cv,  where  c is  a constant ; for  then  the  two  integrals  have  a 
constant  ratio  whatever  w may  be,  .and  therefore  they  vanish 
simultaneously.  But  we  wish  to  prove  that  this  relation  u = cv  is 
not  only  sufficient  but  necessary. 


W » 11  % 

Suppose  then  that  - is  not  a constant,  and  let  - =f(x) ; then 

we  shall  shew  that  there  cannot  be  a maximum.  For  we  shall 

f b 

shew  that  it  is  possible  to  take  as  such  that  / asvdx  vanishes  while 
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rb 

j a vf(x)  dx  does  not  vanish.  For  we  may  suppose  that  <u  is  zero 

for  all  values  of  x except  when  x lies  between  A,  and  A,  or  between 
AB  and  ht ; then  we  can  take  co  such  that 


covclx=Q. 


For  we  can  suppose  that  Aa  — A,  is  so  small  that  the  sign  of  v 
docs  not  change  while  * lies  between  A,  and  Aa:  and  also  that  ht— A, 
is  so  small  that  the  sign  of  v does  not  change  while  x lies  between 
Aa  and  A4 ; then  we  can  make  co  have  an  unchangeable  sign  during 
each  interval,  and  choose  the  same  sign  or  contrary  signs  for  the 
two  intervals  according  as  v has  contrary  signs  or  the  same  sign. 
By  properly  choosing  A,,  fi1,  As,  and  ht  we  can  ensure  that  f(x)  does 
not  change  sign  while  x lies  between  A,  and  As  or  between  h3  and  ht, 
and  that  the  value  of  f(x)  throughout  one  of  these  intervals  is 
always  greater  than  throughout  the  other.  Thus 

- f Ag  r hA 

• <ovf(x)  dx  + I covf{ x)  dx 

J b 1 j 

will  not  be  zero  when  the  values  of  co  arc  adopted  which  we  have 
supposed  used  to  make 

[ tov  dx+  [ on 'dx 

J A,  Jh, 
zero.  Thus  there  i3  not  a maximum. 


Therefore  there  cannot  be  a relative  maximum  or  minimum 

unless  - is  constant. 
v 

Bertrand  then  considers  the  case  in  which  the  terms  outside  the 
integral  sign  in  the  two  original  variations  do  not  vanish.  It  is 
however  unnecessary  to  notice  this  part  of  his  article ; for  what  has 
been  already  given  shews  that  there  cannot  be  a solution  at  all  of 

the  problem  proposed  unless  - is  constant,  and  the  ordinary 

method  shews,  as  Bertrand  himself  admits,  that  we  can  get  a solu- 

tion  by  supposing  - constant. 
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313.  Bertrand.  Liouville’s  Mathematical  Journal,  Vol.  7, 
pages  212 — 214,  1842. 

This  article  is  entitled  Note  on  a Theorem  in  Mechanics.  The 
following  theorem  is  proved;  let  there  be  two  curves  with  their 
concavities  downwards  and  terminated  at  the  same  extremities ; 
then  a particle  moving  under  the  action  of  gravity  will  take  a 
longer  time  to  describe  the  upper  curve  than  the  lower  curve, 
the  initial  velocity  being  supposed  the  same  in  the  two  cases. 

Take  the  axis  of  y vertically  downwards,  and  the  origin  so  that 
ffgy  may  be  the  velocity  when  the  ordinate  of  the  particle  is  y. 
Then  the  time  t of  describing  the  arc  is  determined  by  the  equation 


Now  from  the  usual  expression  for  Bt  we  shall  obtain  by  re- 
duction 

S, — [“!+£+}«"  jr& 

W(i+y’)'  2*?' 

Now  y"  is  positive  because  the  concavity  of  the  curve  is  sup- 
posed downwards ; and  since  we  pass  from  the  upper  curve  to  the 
lower  by  assigning  a positive  value  to  By,  it  follows  that  in  pass- 
ing from  the  upper  curve  to  the  lower  Bt  is  negative.  Thus  the 
time  of  motion  is  diminished  in  passing  from  one  curve  to  another 
which  is  infinitesimally  lower;  and  therefore  h fortiori  the  time  of 
motion  is  diminished  in  passing  from  one  curve  to  another  which 
is  at  a finite  distance  below  the  first,  provided  the  passage  can  be 
effected  through  a series  of  curves  indefinitely  close  to  each  other 
all  having  their  concavities  downwards,  that  is,  provided  the  two 
extreme  curves  themselves  both  have  their  concavities  downwards. 

Bertrand  uses  the  same  method  to  shew  that  a convex  arc  is 
shorter  than  another  which  encloses  it;  and  he  intimates  that  the 
same  method  may  be  applied  to  shew  that  the  area  of  a convex 
surface  is  smaller  than  the  area  of  another  which  has  the  same 
boundary  and  which  encloses  the  first. 

314.  Delaunay.  Liouville's  Mathematical  Journal,  Vol.  8, 
pages  241 — 244,  1813. 
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This  article  is  entitled  Note  on  the  line  of  given  length  wh  ich 
includes  a maximum  area  on  a surface.  The  area  is  supposed  to 
he  bounded  on  three  sides  by  curves  which  project  on  the  plane  of 
[x,  y)  into  straight  lines,  two  of  them  parallel  to  the  axis  of  y and 
the  other  parallel  to  the  axis  of  x ; the  fourth  boundary  of  the  area 
is  supposed  to  be  the  curve  required,  which  is  to  have  a given 
length  and  to  include  with  the  other  boundaries  a maximum  area. 

The  integral  to  be  a maximum  is  therefore  j dxj  dyffi+p’+q*), 

where  the  superior  limit  in  the  integration  relative  to  y is  the 
ordinate  for  any  point  of  the  required  curve.  Moreover  the  length 
of  the  curve  is  supposed  given. 

Thus  the  problem  coincides  with  that  discussed  by  Minding 
and  others ; see  Art.  307.* 

315.  Bonnet.  Journal  de  VEcole  Polytechnique.  Cahier  32, 
pages  1 — 146,  1848. 

This  Memoir  is  entitled  On  the  general  theory  of  Surfaces. 
It  contains  many  interesting  results  with  respect  to  geodesic  lines, 
but  it  is  not  very  closely  connected  with  our  subject ; there  are 
however  three  points  which  may  be  noticed  here. 

(1)  On  pages  37 — 39  the  equation  to  the  geodesic  lines  on  any 
surface  is  obtained  by  means  of  the  Calculus  of  Variations. 

(2)  On  page3  44 — 46  the  problem  is  solved  by  means  of  the 
Calculus  of  Variations  which  had  been  considered  by  Minding  and 
Delaunay ; see  Arts.  307  and  314. 

(3)  On  pages  134 — 136  is  a note  relative  to  the  ruled  surface 
which  has  at  every  point  its  principal  radii  of  curvature  equal  and 
of  opposite  signs.  It  is  stated  that  Mcunicr  was  the  first  person 
who  proved  that  the  hiligo'ide  gauche  is  the  only  ruled  surface  which 
has  the  property  in  question.  Reference  is  made  to  solutions  by 
Legendre  and  Olivier ; and  it  is  stated  that  other  solutions  have 
been  given  by  writers  in  Liouville’s  Journal.  Bonnet  then  gives 
a geometrical  proof  of  the  theorem  originally  established  by 
Mcunicr. 

Bonnet’s  treatment  of  the  problems  ft)  and  (2)  by  the  Calculus 
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of  Variations  is  very  interesting,  but  it  is  too  closely  connected 
with  the  notation  and  results  of  his  Memoir  to  be  extracted. 

316.  Homstein.  Disscrtatio  de  Maximis  et  Minimis  integra- 
lium  multiplicium  quam  pro  gradu  Doctoratus  in  celeberrima  Uni- 
versitale  Bonnensi  consequendo  claboravit  auctor  C.  Hornstcin. 
Vienna,  1850. 

This  treatise  consists  of  26  quarto  pages.  No  reference  is  given 
to  preceding  writers,  but  the  treatise  is  obviously  constructed  under 
the  guidance  of  the  memoir  by  Cauchy  which  we  have  described 
in  Chapter  vm.  Ilornstein  adopts  that  modification  of  Cauchy’s 
notation  which  we  have  given  at  the  bottom  of  page  214. 

The  treatise  consists  essentially  of  two  investigations.  (1)  An 
investigation  of  the  variation  of  a double  integral : this  is  such  an 
investigation  as  we  have  given  in  Arts.  183  and  184.  •Homstein 
gives  completely  the  terms  which  arise  from  differential  coefficients 
up  to  the  second  order  inclusive,  and  indicates  some  of  the  terms 
which  arise  from  differential  coefficients  of  a higher  order.  (2)  An 
investigation  of  the  variation  of  a triple  integral ; Homstein  gives 
completely  the  terms  which  arise  from  differential  coefficients  up  to 
the  second  order  inclusive.  This  is  similar  to  the  investigation 
which  we  have  given  in  Art.  195,  so  far  as  the  terms  arising  from 
differential  coefficients  up  to  the  first  order  inclusive. 

The  investigations  arc  given  very  clearly,  and  the  complicated 
expressions  which  necessarily  occur  have  been  very  accurately 
printed. 

317.  Ostrogradsky.  Mi-moire  sur  les  iquations  diffirentielles 
relatives  au  problime  des  Isoperimitres. 

This  Memoir  was  read  to  the  Academy  of  Sciences  at  St 
Petersburg,  on  November  29th,  1848,  and  was  published  in  1850, 
in  the  Memoirs  of  the  Academy.  The  volume  which  contains  the 
memoir  belongs  to  the  sixth  series ; it  is  the  fourth  volume  of  the 
department  of  mathematical  and  physical  sciences,  and  the  sixth 
volume  of  the  combined  departments  of  mathematical,  physical,  and 
natural  sciences.  The  memoir  occupies  pages  385 — 517  of  the 
volume.  • 
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Suppose  V to  be  a function  of  an  independent  variable  t,  and  of 
the  variables  xlt  xt, ...  xm,  which  are  supposed  to  be  functions  of  t, 
and  of  the  differential  coefficients  of  these  functions  with  respect  to 
t.  Moreover  suppose  that  V involves  differential  coefficients  of 
each  function  xlt  xt, ...  xm  up  to  that  of  the  «th  order  inclusive.  If 

/ Vdt  is  to  be  a maximum  or  minimum  3 f Vdt  must  be  zero. 

By  the  known  principles  of  the  Calculus  of  Variations  this  leads 
to  m differential  equations  each  of  the  order  denoted  by  2 n. 
Now  it  is  shewn  by  Ostrogradsky  that  these  differential  equations 
arc  equivalent  to  a certain  set  of  2 inn  partial  differential  equations 
of  the  first  order.  The  object  of  the  first  part  of  Ostrogradsky’s 
Memoir  i3  thu3  the  same  as  that  which  was  afterwards  considered 
by  Clcbsch  in  the  first  part  of  his  second  Memoir ; sec  Art.  286. 

Ostrogradsky  then  enters  at  great  length  into  the  subject  of  the 
integration  of  the  equations  which  are  thus  obtained,  and  the 
consideration  of  some  remarkable  properties  connected  with  the 
equations. 

The  memoir  is  rather  difficult  and  not  very  correctly  printed. 
It  is  very  slightly  connected  with  the  Calculus  of  Variations ; its 
proper  place  is  among  the  series  of  modem  researches  on  the 
equations  of  Dynamics,  and  on  the  theory  of  the  variation  of  the 
arbitrary  constants ; to  these  subjects  Ostrogradsky  often  alludes. 

The  following  points  of  interest  may  be  noticed.  In  pages 
419 — 430  Ostrogradsky  makes  some  observations  on  that  part  of 
the  Mecanique  Analytique  in  which  Lagrange  deduces  the  equa- 
tions of  motion  in  Dynamics  from  the  principle  of  Least  Action 
combined  with  the  principle  of  Vis  Viva.  Ostrogradsky  says  that 
Lagrange’s  analysis  is  inexact  (page  424).  The  principle  on  which 
Ostrogradsky  founds  his  objection  is,  that  by  virtue  of  the  equation 
of  Vis  Viva  there  is  a relation  between  certain  variations  which 
Lagrange  assumes  to  be  independent  (page  423).  The  part  of  the 
Mecanique  Analytique  to  which  Ostrogradsky  refers  is  that  on  page 
296  and  the  following  pages  of  the  first  volume ; in  one  place 
Ostrogradsky  refers  to  page  229,  which  must  be  a misprint  for 
page  299. 
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In  pages  472—480  Ostrogradsky  applies  his  general  theory  to 
some  examples ; these  are  of  great  use  as  illustrations  of  his  theory. 
In  a note  he  says  that  he  omits  other  illustrations  because  he  has 
found  during  the  printing  of  his  memoir  that  it  was  possible  to 
generalise  and  simplify  these  applications,  and  also  that  the  general 
theory  could  be  simplified  and  receive  some  development ; this  he 
promises  to  shew  in  a future  memoir. 

On  page  512  Ostrogradsky  indicates  an  important  application 
of  a formula  originally  obtained  by  Poisson,  which  application 
Poisson  himself  appears  not  to  have  observed. 

318.  Schellbach.  Crelle's  Mathematical  Journal,  Vol.  41, 
pages  293 — 363,  1851. 

This  Memoir  is  entitled  Problems  of  the  Calculus  of  Variations. 
The  author  states  that  students  of  mathematics  often  find  the 
Calculus  of  Variations  a difficult  subject ; he  accordingly  considers 
some  problems  which  are  usually  treated  by  the  Calculus  of  Varia- 
tions and  solves  them  without  using  the  methods  of  that  Calculus. 
His  processes  resemble  those  which  were  used  by  the  early  writers 
who  solved  such  problems  before  the  Calculus  of  Variations  was 
reduced  to  a system.  The  memoir  is  interesting  and  instructive, 
especially  for  a student  who  is  examining  the  foundations  of  the 
subject. 

The  memoir  consists  of  35  sections ; we  will  indicate  briefly 
the  contents  of  these  sections,  and  then  give  some  specimens  of  the 
investigations. 

(1)  The  ordinary  formula;  for  solving  problems  of  maxima 
and  minima  are  quoted  from  the  Differential  Calculus.  (2)  A curve 
of  given  length  is  to  be  drawn  between  two  fixed  points  so  as 
to  include  with  the  axis  of  x and  the  bounding  ordinates  a 
minimum  area.  The  problem  is  solved  by  first  considering  the 
case  of  a polygon,  forming  the  necessary  equations  by  (1),  and 
then  proceeding  to  the  limit.  (3),  (4),  (5)  contain  other  solutions  of 
the  problem  in  (2).  In  (6)  the  problem  is  modified  by  supposing 
that  the  ends  instead  of  being  fixed  are  to  lie  on  given  curves. 
(7)  The  problem  we  have  solved  in  Art.  99  after  Poisson.  (8)  To 
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find  the  curve  which  joins  two  given  points  and  by  revolution 
round  an  axis  in  its  plane  generates  a minimum  surface.  (9)  To 
find  the  curve  which  by  revolution  round  an  axis  in  its  plane 
generates  a maximum  or  minimum  volume,  the  ends  of  the  curve 
lying  on  given  curves.  (10)  A general  discussion  which  amounts 
to  finding  the  usual  equation  for  a maximum  or  minimum  in  any 
integral  expression  with  one  dependent  variable.  (11)  To  find  a 
curve  such  that  the  area  between  the  curve  and  its  cvolute  may  be 
a minimum.  (12)  The  solid  of  revolution  of  least  resistance.  (13), 
(14),  (15),  (16)  and  (19)  The  brachistochrone  and  allied  problems. 
(17)  The  problem  discussed  by  Minding  and  others;  see  Art.  307. 
Schellbach  states  that  it  has  been  discussed  by  another  mathe- 
matician besides  Minding  and  Delaunay,  but  he  does  not  give 
a precise  reference.  (18)  A curve  of  given  length  is  drawn  on  a 
given  surface ; find  the  curve  so  that  the  volume  determined  by  the 
curve  and  its  orthogonal  projection  on  one  of  the  co-ordinate  planes 
may  be  a maximum  or  minimum.  (20)  A problem  which  we  shall 
consider  presently;  see  Art.  320.  (21)  The  curve  which  has  its 

centre  of  gravity  at  a maximum  depth.  (22)  The  curve  which 
bounds  an  area  having  its  centre  of  gravity  at  a maximum  depth. 
Sections  (23) — (29)  contain  investigations  which  are  not  very  closely 
connected  with  the  Calculus  of  Variations ; we  shall  recur  to  them 
again;  see  Art.  322.  (30)  To  find  a surface  having  a given 

boundary  and  a minimum  area.  (31)  General  investigation  of  the 
maxima  and  minima  of  double  integrals.  (32)  General  investi- 
gation of  the  maxima  and  minima  of  triple  integrals.  (33)  and  (34) 
The  problem  which  Poisson  quotes  from  Euler,  and  the  problem 
which  Poisson  himself  considers;  see  Arts.  118 — 120.  (35)  The 

transformation  of  the  equations  of  motion  in  Dynamics  given  by 
Lagrange  in  the  Mecanique  Analytique ; see  De  Morgan’s  Differ- 
ential and  Integral  Calculus,  page  520. 

319.  As  an  example  of  Schellbach 's  solutions  we  will  take  the 
problem  of  determining  the  brachistochrone  when  a particle  moves 
in  a resisting  medium  under  the  action  of  gravity ; see  section  (14) 
of  the  memoir. 

Instead  of  supposing  the  particle  to  describe  a curve  wc  will 
suppose  it  to  describe  a polygon  of  n sides,  each  side  being  ulti- 

23 
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mately  made  indefinitely  small.  Take  the  axis  of  x horizontal, 
and  that  of  y vertically  upwards.  Let  x0 , y0  be  the  co-ordinates 
of  the  initial  point ; xt,  yt  the  co-ordinates  of  the  beginning  of  the 
second  side  of  the  polygon;  xt,  y7  the  co-ordinates  of  the  begin- 
ning of  the  third  side  of  the  polygon ; and  so  on.  Let  &0  be  the 
length  of  the  first  side  of  the  polygon,  r„  the  velocity,  supposed 
uniform,  with  which  it  is  described ; let  8s,  be  the  length  of  the 
second  side  of  the  polygon,  r,  the  velocity,  supposed  uniform, 
with  which  it  is  described ; and  so  on.  Then  the  whole  time  of 
motion  is 


V„  V,  v„ 


8s 


We  have  then  to  make  this  time  of  motion  a minimum. 


We  must  first  however  determine  the  connexion  between  the 
velocity  at  any  point  and  the  co-ordinates  of  that  point,  by  me- 
chanical principles.  Suppose  a particle  to  be  moving  on  a curve  ; 
let  p denote  the  reaction  of  the  curve,  gw  the  resistance  where  ic  is 
any  function  of  the  velocity ; then  the  equations  of  motion  are 

d'x  dii  dx  d*y  dx  dy 

~dF=Pds~(JW  da  ’ W = -V~*d;-SW£- 


Eliminate  p from  these  equations ; thu3 

dv*  = —2gdy  — 2 gw  da. 

Assume  i>’  = 2 gu,  so  that 

du  + dy  + wds  =0 (1). 

Now  let  us  return  to  the  supposition  that  the  motion  is  to  take 
place  on  a polygon  and  not  on  a curve ; then  from  the  equation 
last  written  we  obtain  the  following  n equations, 


«,-Mo+yi-yo  + w<A=° 

«s-Mi+ys-y.  + «>A  = o 


The  expression  to  be  made  a minimum  is 


Ss0  8s, 
V«s+  V«,  + 


vK 
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which  we  shall  denote  by  T.  Then  we  may  consider  T a3  a function 

of  2 « unknown  quantities,  namely  rc6,  y0,  xt,  y^, 

and  we  must  determine  the  values  of  these  quantities  so  that  T may 
be  a minimum.  Now  by  the  ordinary  principles  of  the  Differential 
Calculus  we  may  use  the  method  of  indeterminate  multipliers  in 
order  to  take  account  of  the  conditions  expressed  by  the  equations 
(2).  So  that  we  may  consider  we  have  to  find  the  minimum  value 
of  T -f  2XrJ/f,  where 

Mt  = w,+l  - u,  + yr+l  - yr  + wr  Ssr, 

\ is  a constant,  and  the  summation  indicated  by  £ extends  from 
r — 0 to  r = n — 1 both  inclusive.  We  shall  now  differentiate 
T + 1\Mr  with  respect  to  each  variable,  and  equate  each  differ- 
ential coefficient  to  zero.  Let  us  take  for  example  the  variables 
xr  and  yr;  each  of  these  occurs  in  Ssr  and  in  &r. ; for 


and 


(S*r-l)’  = (Xr  ~ a=r_,)S+  (!/r  ~ !/  r.f, 

(Ssry  = (x,tl  - xry  + (yr+1  - yry ; 


moreover  yr  occurs  explicitly  in  Mr  and  in  Mr_x.  Thus  by  differ- 
entiating with  respect  to  xr  we  get 

1 &rr_,  1 Sxr  Sxr . Sxr 

s*r_,  v«,  &, + K-1  Wr-1  uzrKiCrJir~0’ 

where  Bxr_t  is  put  for  xr  — xr_,  and  Bxr  for  *r+l  — xr. 

The  above  equation  may  be  written 

Svs^;+S— — 0| 

therefore  by  proceeding  to  the  limit  and  integrating  we  obtain 


1 dx  „ dx 
-7—  -r  + Xte  -j-  = a , 
yw  as  as 


(3), 


where  a is  a constant.  Here  we  have  dropped  the  suffix  r—  1,  that 

• c2*c  • • 

is,  we  use  u,  w,  \,  , as  representing  any  one  of  the  corresponding 

quantities  with  its  appropriate  suffix, 

23—2 
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In  the  same  manner  by  differentiating  with  respect  to  yr  we 
obtain 


V«L,  fe  V«r  i + Vl w,-‘  £ Xr  Wr  4 + x"‘  \ °: 

this  equation  may  be  written 

8 ^.-+8  + 8^,0, 

V«r-,  • M,., 

therefore  by  proceeding  to  the  limit  and  integrating  we  obtain 
1 d±  + Xwd£  + X = b (4), 


V«  d « 


where  i is  a constant. 


Equations  (3)  and  (4)  are  the  differential  equations  of  the 
problem ; they  agree  with  the  results  obtained  by  the  ordinary 
methods ; see  for  example  Mr  Jellett’s  treatise,  pages  298 — 300. 

From  (3)  and  (4)  eliminate  X;  then  with  the  help  of  (1)  we 
shall  obtain 


As  w is  supposed  a given  function  of  u we  obtain  from  these 
two  equations  x and  y as  functions  of  an  auxiliary  variable  u. 


320.  In  Schellbach’s  twentieth  section  the  following  problem 
is  proposed.  The  ends  of  a string  of  length  l are  fastened  at  the 
points  A and  B ; the  ends  of  a string  of  length  X are  fastened  at  the 
points  A'  and  1?.  The  four  points  A,  B,  A',  B'  are  not  supposed 
to  be  all  in  the  same  plane.  A straight  line  passes  from  the 
position  AB  to  the  position  A'B'  so  that  it  moves  over  the  threads 
l and  \ in  the  same  time  with  uniform  velocity,  and  thus  describes 


Digitized  by  Google 


SCHELLBACH. 


357 


a developable  surface.  Required  to  determine  the  forms  of  the 
strings  so  that  this  surface  may  he  a maximum  or  a minimum. 

This  problem  requires  some  observations. 

It  is  no  doubt  meant  that  the  straight  line  is  to  pass  from  the 
position  AA'  to  the  position  BB\  and  not,  as  it  is  stated  above,  from 
the  position  AB  to  the  position  A'B’. 

The  meaning  of  the  problem  is  best  understood  by  examining 
the  process  of  solution  which  the  author  adopts.  Let  P,  Q denote 
adjacent  points  of  one  of  the  strings,  and  P',  Q corresponding 
adjacent  points  of  the  other  string.  Let  a generating  line  be 
drawn  from  P to  P' ; let  the  end  at  P be  supposed  fixed,  and  let  the 
line  turn  round  this  end  remaining  always  in  contact  with  P'  Q ; 
thus  an  indefinitely  small  conical  element  is  generated.  Next  let 
the  end  of  the  line  at  Q be  supposed  fixed,  and  let  the  line  turn 
about  this  end  remaining  always  in  contact  with  PQ ; thus  another 
indefinitely  small  conical  element  is  generated.  Now  it  is  the  sum 
of  all  these  pairs  of  elements  which  the  author  proposes  to  make  a 
maximum  or  minimum.  These  elements  do  not  form  a continuous 
developable  surface  in  the  ordinary  meaning  of  such  a term ; for 
that  would  require  that  the  following  three  lines  should  be  in  one 
plane,  the  line  PQ,  the  tangent  to  the  guiding  curve  at  P,  and  the 
tangent  to  the  guiding  curve  at  Q,  and  there  ie  nothing  in  Schell- 
bach’s  solution  to  secure  this.  Moreover  there  is  nothing  in  the 
solution  corresponding  to  the  condition  of  moving  with  uniform 
velocity  over  the  two  curves,  which  occurs  in  the  statement  of  the 
problem;  the  connexion  between  the  lengths  of  the  two  curves 
described  by  the  moving  line  in  passing  from  its  initial  position  to 
any  other  position  is  in  fact  one  of  the  things  sought  in  the 
solution. 

Let  x,  y,  z be  the  co-ordinates  of  one  end  of  the  moving  line,  a 
the  length  of  the  portion  of  the  string  which  has  been  described ; 
let  £,  t),  f be  the  co-ordinates  of  the  other  end  of  the  moving  line,  <r 
the  length  of  the  curve  which  has  been  described.  Let  r denote 
the  distance  of  (*,  y,  2)  from  (£,  19,  f) ; if  the  first  end  of  the  line 
moves  over  an  arc  da  while  the  other  end  remains  fixed,  the  area 
of  the  element  of  surface  generated  will  bo  ultimately 


Digitized  by  Google 


358 


SCHELLBACH. 


similarly  if  the  second  end  of  the  line  move  over  an  arc  da  while 
the  first  end  remains  fixed,  the  area  of  the  element  of  surface 
generated  will  be  ultimately 


Thus  since  the  lengths  of  the  guiding  curves  are  to  be  constant, 
we  have,  by  the  usual  considerations,  to  find  the  maximum  or 
minimum  of 

• /W1-©  + 

where  m and  /x  arc  constants.  Schellbach  then  expresses  r, 

^ , (^r  ,ds  and  da  in  terms  of  x,  y,  z,  £,  17,  £ and  their  differentials  ; 
as  da 

then  by  equating  the  coefficients  of  the  variations  to  zero  in  the 
usual  way  he  obtains  equations  for  determining  the  required  curves. 
The  equations  he  obtains  are  susceptible  of  integration  to  a certain 
extent,  but  the  problem  cannot  be  completely  solved. 

Schellbach  next  considers  a modification  of  the  problem ; he 
supposes  that  one  <?f  the  curves  is  replaced  by  a straight  line  of 
given  length  and  position,  and  that  the  other  curve  is  to  be  deter- 
mined so  as  to  make  the  area  a maximum  or  minimum.  The  solu- 
tion of  the  problem  in  this  form  can  be  carried  a little  further  than 
the  solution  of  the  original  problem. 


321.  In  his  twenty-first  section  Schellbach  suggests  a problem 
which  it  will  be  instructive  to  examine. 

A CB  is  a string  of  given  length  which  is  fastened  at  A and  B ; 
see  figure  9 ; A' CB'  is  another  string  of  given  length  fastened  at  A' 
and  B';  CDC'  is  another  string  of  given  length,  the  ends  of  which 
are  constrained  to  lie  on  the  former  strings.  Each  string  is  supposed 
uniform,  but  the  weight  of  a unit  of  length  is  not  necessarily  the  same 
for  all  the  strings.  Required  the  forms  of  the  curves  in  order  that 
the  centre  of  gravity  of  the  system  may  be  at  a maximum  depth. 
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We  know  from  Statics  that  the  curves  will  all  be  portions  of 
catenaries ; and  from  Statics  we  can  obtain  certain  equations  for 
determining  the  constants  involved  in  the  equations  to  the  catenaries. 
But  the  point  of  interest  is  to  deduce  these  equations  by  means  of 
the  Calculus  of  Variations. 


Take  the  axis  of  y vertically  downwards,  and  put  p for 


dy 
dx ' 


Let 


to,,  w„  w,  be  the  weights  of  a unit  of  length  of  the  strings  ACB, 
A'G'B',  CDC'  respectively.  Then  we  require  that  the  following 
expression  should  be  a maximum, 


°i  j‘yV(l+P^dx  + wtJyn/(l+pt)  dx  + u>,fy</(l  + p")  dx, 


where  the  three  integrals  extend  respectively  over  all  the  elements 
of  the  three  curves.  And  the  length  of  each  curve  is  a constant. 
Hence  the  following  expression  is  to  be  added  to  the  former, 

ai  JV(1  + p')  dx  + a,  jV(l  + P*)  dx  + a,  Jv(l+pr)  dx ; 


and  the  whole  made  a maximum,  at,  at,  a,  being  constants,  and  the 
three  integrals  extending  over  all  the  elements  of  the  three  curves 
respectively. 

We  then  make  the  variation  of  the  whole  vanish.  This  varia- 
tion consists  as  usual  of  terms  under  the  integral  signs  and  terms 
outside  the  integral  signs. 

The  terms  under  the  integral  signs  vanish  if  wc  suppose  equa- 
tions to  hold  of  which  the  type  is 

(wy  + a)  V(i  +p*)  = + constant. 

that  is, 

= constant. 

V(1  +/) 

In  this  equation  w and  a are  to  have  the  specific  value  belonging 
to  the  specific  arc  we  arc  considering ; the  constant  is  not  necessarily 
the  same  throughout,  but  will  generally  have  five  different  values 
corresponding  to  the  five  arcs, 

AO,  CB,  A' O',  OB',  CDC. 
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The  general  relation  just  obtained  shews  that  each  of  these  five  arcs 
is  a portion  of  a catenary. 

Now  consider  the  terms  outside  the  integral  signs.  We  adopt 
the  usual  supposition  that  both  x and  y vary,  and  we  denote  by 
Bx0  and  Sy0  the  variations  of  the  point  C.  Then  &r0  and  Sy0  will 
occur  in  three  ways,  arising  from  the  three  curves  which  meet  at  C. 
The  complete  term  involving  Sy0  will  be 

hy„(L-M~N), 


where  L,  M,  N are  respectively  the  values  at  the  point  C of  the 
expression  of  which  the  type  is  — , obtained  from  the  curves 

AC,  CB,  CD  respectively. 

Thus  the  equation 


L - M- N=  0 


agrees  with  what  we  should  obtain  from  the  statical  principle  of 
equating  the  sum  of  the  vertical  tensions  at  C of  the  two  upper 
curves  to  the  vertical  tension  of  the  lower;  for  the  value  ofy>  found 
from  the  curve  BC  at  C is  negative. 

Similarly  by  equating  to  zero  the  coefficient  of  Sx„  we  shall 
obtain  an  equation  coincident  with  that  which  we  should  obtain 
from  the  statical  principle  of  equating  the  sura  of  the  horizontal 
tensions  of  the  curves  BC  and  CD  at  C to  the  horizontal  tension 
of  the  curve  CA. 

We  have  theoretically  enough  equations  to  determine  the  con- 
stants. For  we  have  five  constants  from  the  general  relation  which 
we  have  found  above  when  it  is  applied  to  the  five  arcs,  and  five 
more  constants  would  be  introduced  by  integrating  that  general 
relation;  we  have  also  the  three  constants  a,,  aa,  aa;  thus  there  are 
thirteen  constants  on  the  whole.  Now  we  have  found  two  equa- 
tions among  the  constants  from  the  conditions  which  subsist  at  C, 
and  similarly  we  should  obtain  two  more  equations  from  the  con- 
ditions which  subsist  at  C';  the  four  fixed  points  A,  B,  A',  B', 
furnish  four  equations ; the  known  lengths  of  the  curves  furnish 
three  equations;  the  fact  that  three  arcs  intersect  at  C furnishes 
one  equation,  and  the  fact  that  three  arcs  intersect  at  C furnishes 
one  equation.  Thus  on  the  whole  we  have  thirteen  equations. 
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322.  From  page  336  to  page  347  of  Scliellbach’s  memoir  ia 
occupied  with  the  investigation  of  some  simple  maxima  and  minima 
problems  in  mechanics  and  optics ; this  part  of  the  memoir  is 
interesting,  though  very  slightly  connected  with  the  Calculus  of 
Variations.  The  following  example  may  be  taken  as  a specimen 
of  these  investigations.  Suppose  we  require  the  form  of  a solid  of 
revolution  of  given  mass  which  shall  exert  the  greatest  attraction 
in  a given  direction  on  a given  particle,  the  attraction  varying  as 
any  inverse  power  of  the  distance. 

Take  the  given  particle  as  the  origin  and  the  given  direction 
as  the  line  from  which  to  measure  angular  distance ; let  r,  0 be  the 
polar  co-ordinates  of  any  point  in  a fixed  plane  passing  through 
the  given  direction.  Then  if  the  attraction  vary  as  the  n,h  power 
of  the  distance  the  attraction  of  an  element  whose  co-onlinatcs  are 
r and  0 may  be  denoted  by  fir" ; and  the  resolved  part  of  this  at- 
traction in  the  given  direction  will  be  fir'  cos  0.  Hence  the  equation 
fir ' cos  0 = constant 

represents  a curve  such  that  a given  clement  placed  at  any  point 
of  it  will  exert  the  same  attraction  on  the  given  particle.  Hence 
this  equation  represents  the  curve  which  by  revolving  round  the 
fixed  direction  will  generate  the  required  solid  of  maximum 
attraction,  the  constant  being  determined  so  as  to  give  to  the 
solid  the  prescribed  volume.  It  is  obvious  that  such  is  the  case 
because  the  surface  we  thus  obtain  separates  space  into  two  parts, 
and  any  particle  outside  the  surface  exercises  a less  attraction  than 
it  would  if  placed  within  the  surface,  n being  snpposed  negative. 

The  result  we  thus  obtain  may  of  course  also  be  obtained  by  the 
ordinary  methods  of  the  Calculus  of  Variations. 


323.  In  pages  357 — 360  of  the  memoir  we  have  an  interesting 
application  of  the  Calculus  of  Variations  which  Schellbach  states 
that  he  has  taken  from  a memoir  by  Jacobi  in  the  36th  volume  of 
Crelle’s  Mathematical  Journal.  We  will  explain  this  application 
rather  more  fully  than  Schellbach  does. 


Suppose  in  the  triple  integral  jjj  Gdxdydz  that  G is  a function 

- dv  dv  dv  , . , . nr 

of  x,  y,  z,  v,  , -jr^  , \ where  v is  a function  of  x,  y,  z.  Mow 
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suppose  that  x,  y,  z are  expressed  in  term3  of  new  variables  X,  ji,  v 
by  means  of  the  equations 


* =f  (*•>  y =/s  (X,  y.,v),  z =/8  (X,  y,  v) ; 

then  v becomes  a function  of  X,  y,  v,  which  we  shall  denote  by  tf>, 

and  G becomes  a function  of  X,  y,  v,  ^ ^ ^ , which  we  shall 

denote  by  I\  Then  by  the  known  theory  of  the  transformation  of 
multiple  integrals  we  obtain 


\ G dxdydz  = J JJm  dXdydv  (1), 


where  II  is  a known  expression  which  involves  the  differential 
coefficients  of  x,  y,  z with  respect  to  X,  y,  v,  so  that  II  is  in  fact  a 
known  function  of  X,  y,  v.  Now  take  the  variations  of  both  mem- 
bers of  this  equation  ; these  variations  will  be  equal,  and  the  unin- 
tegrated portions  will  be  separately  equal.  Thus  we  obtain  the 
result 


Jj  j Q 8v  dx  dy  dz  = j j j R 8 <f>  dX  dy  dv, 


where  Q is  an  expression  derived  in  the  well  known  way  from  G, 
and  R is  similarly  derived  from  TO.  Now  change  the  variables 
in  the  integral  on  the  left-hand  side  of  the  equation ; thus 

j JJ QTI  Sv  dX  dydv  = fj  fR8<f>d\  dy.  dv. 

Now  So  is  the  same  thing  as  8(f>,  and  is  perfectly  arbitrary,  so 
that  we  obtain  from  the  last  equation 


QU  = R. 


This  equation  written  at  full  becomes 


j-.  dr  d /rwr\ 

d<f>  dX  / ,/<£  j 


d / TWT\ 


d /XldT\ 


(2). 
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This  transformation  will  sometimes  be  of  use ; and  it  is  obvious 
that  we  might  proceed  in  a similar  way  with  a multiple  integral  of 
any  order  as  we  have  proceeded  with  a triple  integral ; or  we  might 
suppose  differential  coefficients  of  a higher  order  than  the  first  to 
occur  in  G. 


For  an  example  we  will  apply  the  formula  to  the  transformation 

, , . d*v  d,v  d*v 

of  the  expression  ^ + -j~i  . 

x = \ cos  y,  y = X sin  y cos  v,  z = X sin  y sin  v. 

Then,  using  v instead  of  its  equivalent  <f>,  we  have 

dv  _dv  dx  dv  dy  dv  dz 

dX  dx  dX^  dy  dX^  dz  dX 

dv  do  . dv  . 

= —j — cos  u + -y  sin  y cos  v + -y  am  y sin  v, 
ax  dy  dz 

do  _dv  dx  dv  dy  do  dz 

dy  dx  dy,  dy  dy  dz  dy 

dv  - . , dv  , . dv 

— — A sm  /t+  X cos  y cos  v + ^ X cos  y sm  v, 

dv  dv  dx  dv  dy  dv  dz 

dv  dx  dv  dy  dv  dz  dv 


dv  . dv 

— r-  X sin  it  sin  v + -j-  X sin  y cos  v. 
dy  dz 


Thus  we  obtain 


(dt A*  1 /dv V 1 (dv\'_  fdv\ * /dv \*  /tftA* 

\d\)  X*  \dy)  X*  sin’ /a  \dv)  \dx)  \dy)  \dz)  ' 

And  in  the  present  example  fi  =XJsin/t;  thu3  we  obtain  from  (l) 


IMS) + (|)’+ (I)’}  *** 


sin  y d\  dy  dv. 
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Then  from  the  general  formula  (2)  after  division  by  X*  sin  y,  we 
obtain 


d*v  <Pv  (Tv 
dx?  4 dy“  4 dz * 


1 j d / , . dv\  d f . dv\  d f 1 <fiA] 

" X*  sin  fi  \d\  (X  *d\)+d~y\?mtid~y)*Tv  (slh^T  Tv) } 


\'d\ 


dv\ 

1 d 

[ . dv\ 

{ d\J 

X*  sin  fi  dfi 

(mn^) 

dtv 


X5  sina  fi  di? 


_ 1 d*  (At?)  1 • d ( . dv\  1 d'v 

X d\*  Xasin /i  dfi  v m ^ J ' 4 


dy)  X1  sin3  fi  di? ' 

I lius  we  obtain  the  well-known  transformation  first  given  by 
Laplace. 

As  another  example  let  it  be  proposed  to  transform  ^ 

dx  dy' 

into  an  expression  involving  r and  0,  where  x — r cos  0 and 
y = r sin  0. 


ir  „ dz  dz  dx  dz  dy  . dz  . _ dz 

Here  + 

dz  _dz  dx  dz  dy  _ .„dz 
d0  dx  d0  + dy  d0~  T 


dx 


<hj' 


©■+($)’-©'+  ?©■ 

Therefore  as  in  (1) 

Then  as  in  (2)  we  obtain 


r dr  d0. 


d'z  <Pz^  _ 1 (d_  / dz\  d^  / 1 <fe\)  _ d,z  1 dz  1 d*z 
<k?  + dyi~  r jrfr  V d?)  + d0[rd0j\~dd+rd?  + ?dT' 

Thus,  as  Schellbach  observes,  the  transformation  used  by 
Poisson  can  be  readily  effected.  See  Art.  119. 


Digitized  by  Coogle 


SPITZER. 


365 


324.  Spitzer.  Grunert’s  Archiv  der  Mathematik  und  Physxk, 
Vol.  23,  pages  125,  126.  1854. 

This  article  is  entitled  Note  on  the  shortest  lines  on  curved 
surfaces. 

When  a curved  surface  can  he  divided  by  a plane  into  two 
symmetrical  portions  the  intersection  of  the  plane  and  surface,  when 
an  intersection  exists,  is  in  general  a line  of  minimum  length  on  the 
surface. 

The  proof  is  very  simple.  Suppose  in  fact  that  the  equation 
to  such  a surface,  which  is  divided  symmetrically  by  the  plane 
of  xz,  is 

z = F{x,  y*). 

For  a minimum  line  on  the  surface  we  must  have  the  integral 
8 — jV  {ds?  4-  dy'  + t/z’) 

a minimum.  Put  then  dz  = pdx  + qdy,  so  that 
8 = j *J[dx'  + dy*+  {pdx  + qdy)’} 

= jV{i+y',+  (p  + qy')'}dx-, 

then  the  condition  for  a maximum  or  minimum  is 

d + .y't+  (p  + gy')*}  _ pVU  + .y‘*  + (p  + gy')*j 

dy  L dV 

this  gives 

(p  + gy ) (,/y  + y _ r y'+(p+gy')g  ] 0 . 

V{  i +y,,  + (p  + gyTJ  LVU+y+tp  + gyyjJ  ’ 

this  may  be  reduced  to 

[y"  + g (p  + gy')']  V{i  + y’  + (p  + gy’)*} 

= [y'  + (p  + gy')g]  [V{i  + y’’  + (p  + gy’)’}]'. 

This  equation  is  satisfied  when  y =»  0 ; for  if  y = 0,  so  are  also 

y" = y" = and  g = o. 
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As  a sphere  is  divided  symmetrically  by  any  plane  which 
passes  through  its  centre,  any  great  circle  of  a sphere  is  a line  of 
maximum  or  minimum  length. 

325.  Heine.  Crelle’s  Mathematical  Journal,  Vol.  54,  page 
388.  1857.  • ' 

This  article  is  entitled  Lagrange's  Theorem.  It  consists  of 
a proof  of  Lagrange’s  Theorem  by  the  method  previously  used 
by  the  author  for  establishing  Jacobi’s  Theorems;  see  Articles 
296,  297. 

Let  y-hfiy)=x (i); 

let  (x)  = z denote  any  function  of  x,  and  denote  the  differential 
coefficients  of  z with  respect  to  x by  z,  z", 

Then 

’H*- */(*)}  = *-y  *'/(*)  + g *"  {/(*))’- 


If  then  <f>  (x)  be  any  function  of  x whatever, 


ia<p{x)f{x-h/{x)}dx=  ^ <f>{x)  jjs-j  *'/(*)  + ±z"{f(x)Y-  ..?\dx 

(2). 


Put  y for  x on  the  left-hand  side  of  (2) ; then  it  becomes 
r* 

' a 


J a 


and  therefore  by  (1), 


and  therefore 


where 


a = a-  hf(g),  fi=b-  h/(b). 


If  h be  small  enough,  at  least  a portion  of  the  interval  between 
a and  b will  coincide  with  a portion  of  the  interval  between  a and  /S. 
Let  z be  so  varied  that  within  this  common  interval  Sz  may  have 
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any  arbitrary  value  and  be  zero  beyond  it.  The  variation  of  the 
right-hand  member  of  (2)  will  consist  of  terms  free  from  the  integral 
sign  together  with 

rb 

I BBz  dx, 

where 

n . h d \<f>(x)f(x)\  h'  J'\<Hx)if(x)]'\ 

"-9W+ 1 S +1T2  drf  + 

And  since  we  must  have  within  the  common  interval 
Jb  Sz  dx  = jSz  & <f>  (y)  dx, 

therefore  <f>  (y)  = B. 

This  is  in  effect  Lagrange’s  Theorem. 

326.  Giesel.  Geschichte  der  Vdriationsrechnung.  Einladung- 
sch rift  zu  der  Feier  dee  Schroder scJten  Slifts-Actus  im  Gymnasium 
zu  Torgau  am  5 April,  1857.  Torgau,  1857. 

This  is  the  first  part  of  a History  of  the  Calculus  of  Variations. 
It  occupies  45  quarto  pages,  and  details  the  history  of  the  sub- 
ject from  its  origin  until  the  publication  of  Lagrange’s  memoir  in 
the  Miscellanea  Taurinensia  in  1762.  It  is  a valuable  work,  and 
contains  numerous  quotations  and  exact  references  to  the  original 
sources.  It  resembles  in  some  degree  the  well-known  work  of 
Woodhouse,  but  it  is  less  didactic  and  more  purely  historical. 

There  is  a brief  notice  of  this  treatise  by  Schlbmilch  in  the 
Zeitschrift  fur  Mathematik  raid  Physile,  1857,  Literaturzeitung, 
page  60.  Schlomilch  commends  the  treatise  highly. 

327.  Loftier.  On  the  Method  of  finding  the  greatest  and  least 
values  of  undetermined  integral  expressions. 

This  article  is  printed  in  the  34th  volume  of  the  Sitzungsberichte 
of  the  Academy  of  Sciences  at  Vienna,  1859.  It  occupies  30  octavo 
pages.  The  article  consists  principally  of  remarks  on  the  brachi- 
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stochrone  problem ; the  remarks  appear  of  no  value,  but  seem  to 
indicate  that  the  writer  has  imperfectly  grasped  the  subject. 

328.  Lindelocf.  JVeto  demonstration  of  a fundamental  theorem 
of  the  Calculus  of  Variations. 

This  article  was  published  in  the  Comptes  Dendus. . .de  V Academic 
des  Sciences.  Vol.  50,  1860,  pages  85 — 88. 

The  fundamental  theorem  referred  to  is  one  given  by  Ostro- 
gradsky,  which  was  also  proved  by  Cauchy;  see  Arts.  127  and 
190.  The  object  of  Lindeloef ’a  article  is  to  establish  this  theorem 
by  the  method  used  by  Poisson,  in  the  case  of  two  independent 
variables : see  Arts.  102  and  103.  We  will  give  a translation  of 
Lindeloef’s  article. 

It  is  known  that  the  variation  of  an  integral  can  be  presented 
under  two  forms,  according  as  we  do  or  do  not  vary  the  inde- 
pendent variables  as  well  as  the  unknown  functions.  We  propose 
to  establish  the  first  form,  using  only  the  principles  of  the  differ- 
ential calculus. 

We  adopt  the  method  which  Euler  introduced  into  the  calculus 
of  variations,  and  thus  regard  every  unknown  function  as  involving 
an  arbitrary  parameter  i,  and  the  variation  of  the  function  means 
its  differential  coefficient  with  respect  to  this  parameter.  We  re- 
gard the  variables  x,  y,  z,  ...  t,  as  unknown  functions  of  other  inde- 
pendent variables  £,  y,  £, ...  t,  and  of  the  parameter  »',  and  the 
variations  of  x,y,  z, ...  t,  mean  their  differential  coefficients  with 
respect  to  the  parameter  i. 

Thus  any  unknown  function  u of  the  variables  x,  y,  z,  ...  t,  is 
susceptible  of  two  kinds  of  variations,  since  it  depends  upon  the 
parameter  t directly  as  well  as  by  means  of  these  variables,  and  it 
is  advisable  to  distinguish  them  by  a difference  of  notation.  The 
partial  differential  coefficient  of  u with  respect  to  t we  shall  call  the 
proper  variation  of  m,  and  we  shall  denote  it  by  Bu  ; the  total  dif- 
ferential coefficient  of  u with  respect  to  » we  shall  call  the  total 
variation  of  u,  and  we  shall  denote  it  by  Du.  This  distinction 
does  not  exist  with  respect  to  the  variables  x,  y,  z, ...  t,  and  we 
might  use  either  symbol  D or  Z for  their  variations ; we  shall 
adopt  the  latter  symbol. 
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We  now  propose  to  investigate  the  variation  of  a multiple 
integral 

S=  j'JJ...  vdxdydz  ... 

when  the  limits  are  variable  hut  continuous.  For  this  purpose  we 
first  replace  the  variables  x,  y,  z, ... , by  others  £,  tj,  f,  ...  , which 
we  suppose  connected  with  the  first  by  the  differential  equations 

dx  = + a,di j + a,rf£  + . . . + amdr, 

dy  = b,d£  + btdrj  + b,d%  + . . . + bndr, 
dz  —cxd%  -f  c,drj  + e,d£  + . . . + c,dr, 


dt  = hfot;  + fody  + h,d%  + . . . + b^dr. 


Denote  for  shortness  by  the  letter  T the  determinant 
S (±  a foe, ...  hn) 

formed  from  the  coefficients  in  these  equations ; then  the  integral 
may  be  transformed  into 

8 '=  j fj ...  VTdfdyd?... 


With  respect  to  the  limits  of  the  two  integrals,  if  the  first  is  to 
extend  over  all  the  values  of  x,  y,  z, ... , which  render  a certain 
function  L negative,  the  second  should  extend  over  all  the  values 
of  f,  r),  f, ...,  which  render  A negative,  where  A is  what  L becomes 
by  the  change  of  the  variables. 

As  we  suppose  the  limits  of  the  proposed  integral  to  be  variable, 
L is  a function  of  x,y,z,...  the  form  of  which  changes  with  the  para- 
meter t,  which  gives  rise  to  the  proper  variation  BL.  But  we  can 
dispose  of  the  arbitrary  functions  Bx,  By,  Bz, ...,  so  as  to  render  the 
total  variation  of  L zero,  so  that 


8£+Ss*+f^+^&+ 


dz 


dL  * „ 

+ TlSt-o. 


24 


Digitized  by  Google 


370 


LINDELOEF. 


Under  this  condition  the  limits  of  the  new  integral  S'  will 
not  change  with  i;  its  total  variation  will  therefore  be 

DS  = Jjj...  (TBV+  TOT)  d{dv  d?... , 

and  it  only  remains  to  develop  Z>T.  We  observe  then  that  the 
partial  differential  coefficients  a,  b,  c, with  which  the  determi- 
nant T is  made,  must  be  of  the  nature  of  the  preliminary  functions 

from  which  they  spring,  and  they  must  consequently  be 

regarded  as  functions  of  £,  77,  f, ... , varying  with  the  parameter  t. 
We  have  therefore  immediately 

= + 8J  + S ^ & + ...  + 2 J SA. 

da  do  dc  dh 

In  order  to  determine  the  sum  2 -y-  8a,  we  introduce  n auxiliary 
quantities  a,,  a„  aa, ...  am,  by  the  equations 

«i«i  + a,a»  + <V,,+  •••  +a«an=  1, 

+ &,<*,  + l>,i3  + ...  + b,an  — 0, 

c,a,  + c,*a  + caa,  + . . . = 0, 

h,ct,  +htat  +7i,as  + ...  + hHi„  = 0. 

Solve  these  with  respect  to  a, ; thus  we  obtain 

«,T  = 2 {±baca. 

which  shews  that  the  product  a,T  does  not  involve  any  of  the  quan- 
tities a.  We  can  prove  the  same  thing  with  respect  to  the  products 
«,T»  °sT ®-T- 

From  the  identical  equation 

T =«1a1T  + nl*sT  + <r,a3T 4- ...  + u„anT 
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we  obtain  immediately 


(fT  (fT  r/T  (iT 

as;—T-  *,-a-T'  ar.=a-T' 


On  the  other  hand,  if  we  regard  Bx,  By,  Bz, as  immediate 
functions  of  x,  y,  s, , we  shall  evidently  have 

* dBx  . (f&r  (fS*  , dBx 

Sa‘=a‘^  + J«^r+c‘^+-+A«^- 


t (f8x  , dBx  dSx  , r/8x 


E (f&c  , (f8x  dBx  , dBx 


(ft 

(78* 

c?8x 

(ft 


s dBx  dBx  dBx  . dBx 

^=a'te+b'-df  + c'^  + "-  + k'll7- 


By  means  of  these  developments  the  sum 

(fT  dT  s (fT  s (fT 

*** + fa. **' + d7*a' + - + Sa» 


da 


da. 


reduces  to 


v ga  = ^?T 
"(fa  dx 


A similar  process  would  give 


do  dy 


and  so  on.  Hence  finally 


OT-(t+f+f+~+§)T- 


If  we  put  this  value  in  the  expression  DS  and  restore  the  original 

24—2 
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variables  we  have  definitely  for  the  variation  of  the  proposed 
integral 

This  formula  is  due  to  M.  Ostrogradsky,  who  established  it 
by  the  infinitesimal  method ; afterwards  M.  Cauchy  arrived  at  it 
by  other  considerations.  As  to  the  demonstration  just  proposed, 
which  depends  essentially  on  a change  of  variables,  it  is  right  to 
remark  that  the  same  expedient  had  been  already  employed  by 
Poisson,  when  he  investigated  the  variation  of  a double  integral. 

[The  part  of  the  preceding  article  in  which  it  is  inferred  that 
the  limits  of  S'  do  not  change  with  i seems  difficult;  and  it 
might  with  advantage  be  replaced  by  the  method  of  Poisson  given 
in  Art.  86.] 
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SYSTEMATIC  TREATISES. 

329.  We  shall  now  give  an  account  of  the  works  which 
have  been  published  as  systematic  treatises  on  the  whole  subject. 
There  are  three  which  from  their  extent  and  importance  demand 
particular  notice ; these  we  shall  describe  in  the  present  chapter. 
In  the  next  chapter  we  shall  take  the  remaining  works.  In  each 
chapter  we  shall  follow  the  chronological  order. 

330.  The  first  of  the  three  treatises  is  that  by  Dr  G.  W. 
Strauch.  Its  title  is  Theorie  und  Anwendung  des  aogenarmten 
VariatumscalaiV s.  Zurich,  1849. 

This  work  consists  of  two  closely  printed  volumes  of  large 
octavo  size.  The  first  volume  contains  499  pages,  and  the  second 
788 ; the  first  volume  also  contains  a preface  of  32  pages. 

The  Preface  begins  with  a sketch  of  the  history  of  the  subject 
from  the  earliest  period  until  the  publication  of  Lagrange’s  TMorie 
des  Junctions  analytiques  in  1797  ; this  sketch  is  furnished  with 
references  to  the  original  memoirs.  The  remainder  of  the  preface 
is  devoted  to  an  account  of  the  contents  of  the  work  and  an 
indication  of  the  points  in  which  the  author  believes  that  he  has 
improved  or  corrected  the  methods  of  his  predecessors.  Of  the 
writers  in  the  present  century,  Strauch  mentions  Lacroix,  Gergonne, 
Dirksen,  Poisson,  Ohm,  and  Ostrogradsky.  It  is  remarkable 
however  that  he  takes  no  notice  of  Jacobi’s  theorems,  nor  does 
he  refer  to  the  memoirs  of  Gauss,  Delaunay,  Sarrus,  and  Cauchy, 
which  wc  have  described  in  preceding  chapters. 
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331.  The  work  may  be  divided  into  four  part3.  The  first 
part  occupies  pages  1 — 356  of  the  first  volume ; these  pages  con- 
tain all  the  ordinary  theoretical  investigations  of  the  subject, 
exclusive  of  those  which  refer  to  double  or  multiple  integrals. 
The  second  part  occupies  the  remainder  of  the  first  volume,  and 
consists  of  the  solution  of  CO  problems  of  maxima  and  minima, 
in  which  neither  integrals  nor  differential  coefficients  appear ; these 
problems  are  in  fact  almost  entirely  examples  of  the  ordinary 
theory  of  maxima  and  minima  values  which  is  given  in  the 
Differential  Calculus.  The  third  part  occupies  pages  1 — 211  of  the 
second  volume,  and  consists  of  the  solution  of  93  problems  of  the 
maxima  and  minima  values  of  expressions  which  involve  dif- 
ferential coefficients  but  not  integrals ; these  problems  thus  re- 
semble that  which  we  have  given  in  Art.  3,  from  Lagrange. 
The  fourth  part  occupies  pages  212 — 739  of  the  second  volume, 
and  consists  of  the  solution  of  135  problems  respecting  the  maxima 
and  minima  values  of  expressions  which  involve  single  or  double 
integrals.  The  remainder  of  the  second  volume  forms  a supple- 
ment which  is  chiefly  devoted  to  the  theory  of  relative  maxima 
and  minima  values. 

332.  Strauch  may  be  considered  as  the  successor  of  Ohm, 
whose  methods  he  chiefly  follows.  The  most  valuable  part  of 
his  work  is  that  which  we  have  called  the  fourth  part.  The 
problems  there  given  are  discussed  with  great  fulness  and  clear- 
ness, and  the  terms  of  the  second  order  are  almost  always  com- 
pletely exhibited  in  order  to  discriminate  between  maxima  and 
minima  values.  Strauch  is  however  content  with  Legendre’s  treat- 
ment of  the  terms  of  the  second  order,  that  is,  he  generally  as- 
sumes that  certain  differential  equations  can  be  solved,  and  that  the 
solutions  of  such  differential  equations  will  not  introduce  quan- 
tities that  can  become  infinite ; see  Art.  5.  In  a few  simple  cases 
however  Strauch  actually  solves  the  equations  which  are  analogous 
to  equation  (2)  of  Art.  5.  With  the  single  exception  of  the 
general  problem  of  the  shortest  line  on  any  surface,  all  the  great 
problems  of  the  Calculus  of  Variations  occur  in  Strauch’s  collec- 
tion ; and  although  he  has  not  given  the  shortest  line  on  any 
surface,  he  has  given  cases  of  the  shortest  line  on  specific  surfaces. 
The  problems  arc  always  accompanied  by  excellent  historical 
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accounts  of  their  origin  and  progress.  On  the  whole,  although 
the  work  contains  much  that  is  superfluous,  and  much  that  is 
of  very  inferior  interest,  and  very  little  so  far  as  the  theory 
is  concerned  which  had  not  appeared  before,  yet  the  large  collec- 
tion of  carefully  solved  examples  which  it  contains,  recommends 
it  to  the  notice  of  every  student  of  the  Calculus  of  Variations. 
The  work  is  distinguished  for  remarkable  accuracy,  both  in  the 
investigations  and  in  the  printing. 

333.  We  proceed  to  give  a more  detailed  account  of  the 
contents  of  these  volumes.  We  begin  with  the  first  volume. 

The  first  section  occupies  pages  1 — 8 ; it  is  entitled  Propositions 
which  belong  to  the  Differential  Calculus.  These  pages  contain 
nothing  of  importance ; they  are  principally  explanatory  of  the 
notation  which  the  author  adopts  for  distinguishing  differential 
coefficients  formed  on  different  suppositions,  such  as  partial  and 
complete  differential  coefficients.  The  second  section  occupies 
pages  8 — 13;  it  is  entitled  Propositions  which  belong  to  the  Integral 
Calculus.  These  pages  contain  nothing  new ; they  principally 
refer  to  the  differentiation  of  an  integral  with  respect  to  any 
parameter  which  may  occur  in  the  expression  to  be  integrated. 
The  third  section  occupies  pages  13 — 20;  it  consists  of  an  investi- 
gation of  the  conditions  under  which  certain  homogeneous  func- 
tions will  retain  an  invariable  sign.  For  example,  consider  the 
expression 

Ap1  + 2Bpq  + Gq1  + 2Dpr  + 2 Eqr  + Fr', 

and  suppose  that  A,  B,  C,  D,  E,  F are  fixed  quantities,  and  that 
p,  q,  r are  variables  which  may  have  any  value ; then  Strauch 
investigates  the  conditions  that  must  hold  among  A,  B,  C,  D,  E,  F 
in  order  that  the  expression  may  be  of  invariable  sign.  The  fourth 
section  occupies  pages  20 — 69;  it  treats  of  the  development  of 
a function  in  powers  of  a variable,  the  function  being  connecte4 
with  the  variable  by  means  of  an  unsolved  equation.  Thus,  for 
example,  on  page  44,  Strauch  proposes  to  express  u in  a series 
of  ascending  powers  of  v,  the  equation  which  connects  u and  v 
being 

it*  — 3mm«  + v*  = 0. 
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From  this  equation  three  series  are  deduced  for  w.  For  it  is 
shewn  that  we  may  have 

u = Alv*  + A + A,  v*  + Atv"  + . . . 

where  At,  At,  A„  At,...  are  successively  determined,  and  each  has 
only  one  value.  Or  we  may  have 

u = Bjfi  + Bjd  + Bjfi  + Btv*  + . .. 

where  Bit  Bt,  Bs,  are  successively  determined.  In  this  case 
it  is  found  that  Bt  may  have  two  different  values,  and  as  the 
subsequent  coefficients  Bt,  Bt,  are  found  in  terms  of  J?,, 

each  value  of  Bx  gives  rise  to  a series  for  u,  so  that  we  have  two 
different  series  for  «.  Thus,  on  the  whole  we  have  three  forms 
for  the  expansion  of  u in  terms  of  v;  this  might  of  course  have 
been  anticipated  from  the  fact  that  the  original  equation  is  of 
the  third  degree  in  u,  and  therefore  furnishes  three  values  of  «. 

The  method  used  by  the  author  throughout  this  section  is 
that  of  indeterminate  coefficients.  He  is  very  careful  in  his  ex- 
amples to  obtain  all  the  different  expansions  which  his  expressions 
will  furnish;  and  he  has  thus  given  a more  complete  exemplifi- 
cation of  the  method  of  indeterminate  coefficients  than  is  usual 
in  works  on  algebra.  The  subject  however  is  not  very  closely 
connected  with  the  Calculus  of  Variations;  and  the  chief  use  of 
this  section  is  in  relation  to  the  first  series  of  examples  in  the 
book,  which  as  we  have  said  belong  to  the  ordinary  theory  of 
maxima  and  minima. 

Thus  the  first  four  sections  of  the  work  are  only  introductory 
to  the  Calculus  of  Variations. 

334.  The  fifth  section  occupies  pages  69 — 131 ; it  is  entitled 
Theory  of  the  so-called  Calculus  of  Variations.  In  this  section 
Strauch  explains  what  is  meant  by  a variation,  and  shews  how 
to  find  the  variations  of  different  expressions.  He  objects  to  the 
word  variation  as  not  sufficiently  distinctive,  since  the  notion  of 
variables  runs  through  the  whole  of  the  Differential  Calculus ; 
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moreover  the  word  variation  is  used  in  a peculiar  sense  in  algebra. 
Accordingly  he  adopts  the  word  mutation  instead  of  variation. 
We  shall  however  generally  retain  the  usual  word.  His  definition 
of  a variation  coincides  in  fact  with  that  which  has  been  adopted 
by  Euler,  Lagrange  and  Ohm;  see  Arts.  22,  15,  55.  Lety  stand 
for  <f>  ( x ) ; then  he  supposes  <p  (x)  changed  into  <f>  (x,  *),  and  </>  (x,  *) 
expanded  in  powers  of  k by  Maclaurin’s  Theorem  ; this  expansion 
he  denotes  by 

y + *%  + j^2  ^ + — 


Then  supposing  k indefinitely  small  the  series 
+ S*y+^8*y  + ... 

is  called  the  variation  of  y.  The  quantity  k is  considered  indepen- 
dent of  x ; thus  the  variation  of  ^ i3 

d By  £ dB?y  d B’y 
dx  1 . 2 dx  +[3  dx 

and  by  differentiating  this  "series  with  respect  to  x we  obtain  the 
variation  of  , and  so  on. 


Strauch  lays  great  stress  on  the  view  he  takes  of  a variation,  and 
asserts  that  the  common  method  of  denoting  the  variation  of  y by 
a single  term  as  By  or  icBy  leads  to  a number  of  absurdities  and  con- 
tradictions. This  assertion  seems  however  quite  arbitrary,  and  a very 
careful  examination  of  his  theory  and  problems  has  not  afforded 
any  confirmation  of  it.  On  the  contrary,  his  method  leads  to  a 
great  and  needless  complexity  in  the  exhibition  of  the  terms  of 
the  second  order  in  the  variations  of  expressions,  with  the  view 
of  discriminating  between  maxima  and  minima.  The  student  of 
Strauch’s  work  will  effect  a great  simplification,  without  any  loss, 
by  supposing  that  such  expressions  as  B'y,  B*y,  ...,  are  all  zero,  so 
as  to  reduce  each  variation  to  its  first  term. 
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In  the  latter  part  of  his  fifth  section  Strauch  explains  a dis- 
tinction on  whioh  he  also  lays  great  stress.  A function  is  said  to 
experience  a mixed  mutation  when  some  of  the  variables  undergo 
that  kind  of  change  which  the  Calculus  of  Variations  contemplates, 
and  others  that  kind  of  change  which  the  Differential  Calculus 
contemplates.  We  can  illustrate  this  by  considering  an  Integral, 
although  Strauch  himself  does  not  introduce  Integrals  until  the 
next  section  of  his  work.  In  varying  an  integral  then  he  does 
not  ascribe  any  variation  to  the  independent  variable,  but  makes 
changes  in  the  limits  of  the  integration.  Thus  he  calls  the  whole 
change  in  the  integral  a mixed  mutation,  since  it  partly  consists 
of  an  ordinary  change  of  value  of  the  limits  of  the  independent 
variable,  and  partly  of  a change  of  form  of  the  dependent  variable 
which  is  strictly  a variation  or  mutation.  This  restriction  of 
variations  to  the  dependent  variables  seems  to  possess  all  the  ad- 
vantages which  Strauch  claims  for  it. 

The  sixth  section  occupies  pages  132 — 165;  it  treats  of  some 
special  points  in  the  theory  of  variations.  This  section  presents 
nothing  remarkable  or  important ; it  is  chiefly  occupied  with  in- 
ferences which  follow  from  the  view  the  author  takes  of  a variation 
as  consisting  of  an  infinite  scries  of  terms. 

335.  The  seventh  section  occupies  pages  165 — 356  ; this  con- 
tains the  general  theory  of  maxima  and  minima  values.  This 
section  is  divided  into  three  parts ; in  the  first  Strauch  considers 
expressions  which  involve  neither  integrals  nor  differential  co- 
efficients, in  the  second  expressions  which  involve  differential 
coefficients,  in  the  third  expressions  which  involve  also  single 
integrals. 

Some  general  remarks  and  definitions  are  given  on  pages 
165 — 171,  and  then  the  theory  of  the  maxima  and  minima  values 
of  functions  involving  neither  integrals  nor  differential  coefficients 
occupies  pages  171 — 231.  This  part  of  the  book  contains  the  ordi- 
nary theory  of  maxima  and  minima  values  which  is  explained  in 
treatises  on  the  Differential  Calculus ; the  language  is  rather 
different  from  that  which  is  usually  employed  and  the  various 
cases  which  occur  arc  treated  separately  with  great  care;  nothing 
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however  is  given  which  might  not  be  obtained  from  the  ordinary 
treatises  on  the  Differential  Calculus.  This  part  of  the  work  is 
illustrated  by  a series  of  sixty  problems  occupying  pages  357 — 480 
of  the  first  volume.  These  sixty  problems  are  all,  with  the 
exception  of  the  last  six,  ordinary  problems  of  maxima  and 
minima;  the  last  six  are  of  a slightly  different  character.  Take 
for  example  problem  55.  Let  a be  a given  quantity,  and  let  it  be 
required  to  determine  the  function  <p  so  that  the  following  ex- 
pression shall  be  a maximum  or  a minimum,  without  assigning 
a specific  value  to  x, 

a’  — [<f>  ( x ) }*  + 2 <f>  (x)  <f>  (a)  — { <f>  (a))*  —2 x <f>  ( x ) —2 a<f>  (a). 

Let  y stand  for  <f>(x)  and  ya  for  <f>  (a) , and  denote  the  expression 
by  U;  then 

&U=-l2(y-yl,  + x)Sy-‘2(ya-y  + a)8y.. 

Thus  8U  will  vanish  if 

y-y«  + x = 0 andy„-y  + a = 0. 

These  lead  to  x = a;  this  however  is  inconsistent  with  the 
supposition  that  x is  not  to  have  any  specific  value.  Suppose  the 
problem  then  limited  by  the  condition  that  ya  is  always  to  be 
invariable.  Then  to  make  8 U vanish  wc  only  require  y —y„  + x — 0. 
Suppose  x = a in  this  equation ; thus  y„  — ya  + a = 0 ; therefore 
a = 0.  So  the  problem  docs  not  admit  of  a solution  in  the  limited 
sense  unless  a be  zero.  In  this  case  the  only  term  of  the  second 
order  is  — (Sy)’,  indicating  that  there  is  a maximum. 

It  is  known  that  a function  of  any  variable  may  be  a maximum 
or  minimum  when  its  differential  coefficient  with  respect  to  that 
variable  is  infinite  as  well  as  when  it  is  zero ; Strauch  accordingly 
in  his  examples  takes  account  of  such  infinite  values  very  care- 
fully. 

The  second  part  of  the  seventh  section  occupies  pages  231 — 274 ; 
it  investigates  the  conditions  for  the  maxima  and  minima  values 
of  expressions  which  involve  differential  coefficients.  We  take 
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his  first  case  for  an  example.  Suppose  U a given  function  of 

x,  y,  and  p,  where  p stands  for  ^ ; and  let  it  he  required  to  find 

y in  terms  of  x so  that  U may  be  a maximum  or  minimum.  If  we 
regard  y and  p both  as  variable,  then,  since  the  variations  of  y and 
p are  independent,  we  must  have  in  order  that  the  variation  of  U 
should  vanish 


dU 

dy 


0, 


and  = 0. 
dp 


If  we  can  find  y in  terms  of  x so  as  to  satisfy  simultaneously 
these  two  equations,  we  obtain  a maximum  or  a minimum  value 
of  U provided  that 


d'U 

dy* 


(%)*  + 2 


d'U 

dydp 


By  Bp  + 


d'U 

dp1 


0p)* 


is  of  invariable  sign  for  all  indefinitely  small  values  of  By  and  Bp. 


Also  solutions  may  sometimes  be  found  by  taking  y so  that 
simultaneously 

dU  n , dU 

—j—  = 0,  and  - = oo  , 
dy  dp 

.dU  , dU 

or  so  that  -5-  = ao , and  -=-  = 0. 

dy  dp 


tdU  , dU 

or  so  that  -j-  = co  , and  = co . 
dy  dp 


But  we  may  if  we  please  modify  our  original  problem  thus ; 
required  the  relation  that  must  hold  between  x and  y in  order  that 
for  a given  value  of  y we  may  have  U a maximum  or  minimum. 
That  , is,  we  may  suppose  p susceptible  of  variation  but  not  y.  In 

this  case  we  have  to  find  y from  the  equation  = 0,  and  then  we 


have  a maximum  or  minimum 


according  as 


d'U 

dp' 


is  negative  or 
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positive.  And  a solution  may  sometimes  be  found  by  supposing 

dU 


dp 


= ac  . 


Or  we  may  suppose  y susceptible  of  variation  but  not  p ; and 
then  we  have  to  seek  for  solutions  from  the  equations 

dU  n , dU 
-j—  = 0,  and  — j—  = oo . 
dy  dy 


Strauch  then  proceeds  to  the  case  in  which  U is  a given 
function  of  x,  y,  p,  q,  ... , and  is  to  be  made  a maximum  or  a mini- 
mum; then  to  cases  in  which  such  an  expression  is  to  be  made 
a maximum  or  a minimum,  while  at  the  same  time  one  or  more 
relations  are  to  hold  between  x,  y,p,  Then  follow  similar 

cases  in  which  U is  a given  function  of  x,  y,  z,  -j*-  , 


Lagrange  first  considered  a problem  of  the  kind  to  which 
Strauch  devotes  this  part  of  his  seventh  section,  and  Ohm  first 
treated  the  subject  in  detail;  see  Arts.  3 and  56.  The  subject 
is  neither  difficult  nor  important.  In  his  second  volume  Strauch 
illustrates  this  part  of  his  work  by  a series  of  93  examples,  which 
occupy  pages  1 — 211.  One  of  these  examples  is  that  given  by 
Lagrange,  and  three  are  taken  from  Ohm;  the  remainder  are 
supplied  by  Strauch  himself.  See  his  preface,  page  xxix.  Most 
of  these  examples  are  fully  worked  out,  but  a few  are  left  with 
only  indications  of  the  steps. 


The  third  part  of  the  seventh  section  occupies  pages  275 — 356 ; 
this  contains  such  investigations  as  are  usually  comprised  in  the 
Calculus  of  Variations,  so  far  as  single  integrals  are  concerned. 
Strauch  proceeds  in  the  same  way  as  Ohm,  beginning  with  simple 
cases  and  gradually  rising  to  the  more  complex  cases ; see  Art.  57. 
In  order  to  distinguish  between  maxima  and  minima  values  he 
adopts  Legendre’s  method,  without  any  attention  to  the  imper- 
fections of  the  method  indicated  by  Lagrange  and  others;  see 
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Arts.  5,  6,  219.  He  considers  the  case  in  which  the  integral  in- 
volves more  than  one  dependent  variable,  and  he  adapts  Legendre’3 
method  to  the  discrimination  of  the  maxima  and  minima  values. 
This  extension  of  Legendre’s  method  he  attributes  to  Ohm ; see 
Strauch,  Vol.  I.  page  311. 


336.  We  now  come  to  the  most  valuable  part  of  Strauch’s 
work,  namely,  the  collection  of  problems  relating  to  the  maxima 
and  minima  of  integrals;  this  occupies  pages  212 — 739  of  the 
second  volume. 


The  problems  which  relate  to  single  integrals  occupy  pages 
212 — 562  ; these  are  all  examples  of  the  theory  which  is  developed 
in  the  third  part  of  the  seventh  section.  There  are  95  problems 
according  to  the  author’s  enumeration,  but  this  number  is  obtained 
by  counting  as  different  problems  many  which  are  only  varieties 
of  one  problem.  Strauch  says  that  he  has  taken  32  of  these 
problems  from  Euler’s  Metliodus  Inveniendi... , and  14  of  them 
from  the  writings  of  Lagrange ; see  Strauch’s  preface,  page  xxix. 
The  problems  are  very  carefully  solved  by  Strauch ; the  various 
limiting  cases  that  can  occur  are  fully  distinguished,  and  the  terms 
of  the  second  order  arc  almost  always  investigated.  Valuable 
historical  notes  are  added  to  the  discussion  of  the  problems  which 
have  been  proposed  by  the  great  writers  on  the  subject. 


The  problems  which  relate  to  double  integrals  occupy  pages 
562 — :739.  There  are  40  problems  according  to  the  author’s  enu- 
meration. These  are  principally  strictly  examples;  but  a few  of 
them  are  theoretical  investigations  of  the  variations  of  double  in- 
tegrals, which  Strauch  had  not  previously  considered.  The  theo- 
retical investigations  are  given  in  his  usual  way  by  Strauch ; he 
begins  with  the  more  simple  cases  and  proceeds  to  the  more 
complex.  Thus  on  pages  674 — 676  he  gives  an  investigation  like 
that  we  have  given  in  Art.  59  from  Ohm ; Strauch  however  sup- 
plies an  investigation  of  the  terms  of  the  second  order.  Then  on 
pages  713 — 717  he  gives  a similar  investigation  for  the  case  in  which 


the  function  under  the  integral  sign  involves  x,  y,  s, 


dz  dz  d'z 
dx ' dy'  (Ld  ’ 
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d*s  d*z 

- — j-  and  jj  ; here  he  docs  not  supply  an  investigation  of  the 
dx  dy  d if 

terms  of  the  second  order.  This  investigation  on  pages  713 — 717 
does  in  fact  sum  up  all  that  Strauch  accomplishes  with  the  varia- 
tion of  multiple  integrals ; his  result  coincides  with  that  which  we 
have  already  given  after  Sarrus ; see  Arts.  183,  184. 

Strauch,  as  we  have  already  stated,  docs  not  refer  to  some  of  the 
writers  whose  works  had  preceded  his  own ; see  Art.  330.  lie  is 
consequently  disposed  to  claim  as  new  investigations  which  had 
already  been  made.  Thus  on  his  page  574  he  supposes  that  he 
is  the  first  to  investigate  the  terms  of  the  second  order  in  a cer- 
tain double  integral ; Brunacci  however  had  preceded  him ; see 
Art.  213.  Again,  on  his  pages  737,  738  he  institutes  a comparison 
between  his  own  results  and  those  of  Poisson  and  Ostrogradsky ; 
and  he  justly  states  that  his  own  are  in  some  points  more  gene- 
ral. But,  as  we  have  stated  above,  Sarrus  had  preceded  him  in 
the  investigation  which  really  involves  all  that  he  accomplishes. 
See  Art.  138. 

We  will  now  consider  some  special  points  suggested  by  the 
work  of  Strauch. 

337.  We  have  spoken  above  of  the  extreme  accuracy  of  the 
work  in  general ; we  will  here  indicate  a few  points  which  appear 
to  be  incorrect. 

On  page  438  of  Vol.  II.  a case  of  the  brachistochrone  is  discussed ; 
a heavy  particle  is  supposed  to  be  constrained  to  move  on  a fixed 
plane,  and  there  is  a resistance  which  varies  as  the  square  of  the 
velocity.  Here  Strauch  obtains  the  result  that  the  curve  becomes  a 
straight  line.  But  he  has  interchanged  the  values  of  the  quantities 
which  he  obtains  from  his  equations  xxiv.  and  xxxi. ; and  he  does 
not  observe  that  the  true  values  render  his  F(y)  infinite  and  vitiate 
his  solution.  He  does  not  observe  also  that  we  can  resolve  the 
force  of  gravity  into  two  components,  one  in  the  fixed  plane  and  the 
other  perpendicular  to  it,  and  then  neglecting  the  latter  component 
the  problem  is  the  same  as  if  the  particle  moved  in  a vertical 
plane.  The  latter  remark  applies  again  on  page  454. 
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On  page  445  of  Vol.  II.  Strauch  is  discussing  a problem  given  by 
Euler;  the  curve  is  required  down  which  a heavy  particle  must  move 
bo  as  to  acquire  the  greatest  velocity,  supposing  a resistance  varying 
as  the  square  of  the  velocity.  Strauch  exhibits  some  investigations 
for  discriminating  between  a maximum  and  a minimum.  His  equa- 
tion xxv.  cannot  however  be  allowed,  because  his  equation  xxiv. 
from  which  he  deduces  it,  is  true  for  the  curve  which  the  particle  is 
supposed  actually  to  describe,  but  not  true  necessarily  for  any  other 
curve. 


On  pages  461  and  462  of  Vol.  n.  he  attempts  to  shew  that  it  is 
possible  that  can  always  be  equal  to  a constant  B,  and 

yet  L vanish  when  x = a.  This  is  impossible,  for  is  always 

finite,  and  ..  is  less  than  L.  In  fact  his  equation  xxvm. 

V(1  + p)  n 

shews  that  y is  impossible  when  x = a if  B is  not  zero.  The  only 
conclusion  is  that  B=  0 ; then  p = 0,  and  the  curve  becomes  a 
straight  line,  as  might  have  been  anticipated.  Similar  remarks 

apply  to  page  466 ; it  is  impossible  that  X«  = 0 and  ^ = a 

constant,  unless  that  constant  is  zero. 


338.  Suppose  we  require  the  maximum  or  minimum  value 
of  an  expression  J<f>dx,  where  <f>  involves  x,  y,  and  the  differen- 
tial coefficients  of  y with  respect  to  x.  Now  the  well-known 
process  is  to  obtain  Js<f>  dx,  and  to  reduce  this  expression  as 
much  as  possible  by  integration  by  parts  until  it  takes  the  form 
L + jMSydx,  where  M contains  no  variation;  then  we  put  M = 0. 

Strauch  has  a very  singular  notion  on  this  subject.  He  says  it 
cannot  be  proved  that  we  must  have  M = 0 ; although  he  allows 
that  we  do  get  solutions  of  our  problem  thus.  Accordingly  he  pro- 
poses to  try  if  solutions  cannot  be  obtained  by  putting  B<p  = 0.  See 
his  Preface,  pages  xxv.  and  xxvi.  Thus  he  frequently  tries  two 
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processes  of  solution  of  his  problems.  It  may  be  safely  asserted 
that  the  ordinary  view  of  the  necessity  of  the  equation  M=0  is 
sound;  supposing  that  whatever  series  of  values  By  can  assume 
it  can  also  assume  the  corresponding  series  of  values  numerically 
'equal  but  of  opposite  sign,  without  changing  the  limiting  values 
of  the  variations.  And  on  examination  it  will  be  found  that  nothing 
is  gained  in  any  part  of  Strauch’a  work  by  paying  attention  to 
what  he  considers  a second  solution  of  some  of  his  problems.  Let 
us  take  for  example  the  case  which  he  himself  brings  forward 
in  the  preface.  Required  the  maximum  or  minimum  value  of  the 
expression 

j {y’-2xy  + 2p-pt)dx. 


The  ordinary  method  furnishes  the  equation 


y-x~^1-p)=0> 

that  is, 

»-+3- 

(1). 

And  we 

have  also  the  limiting  equation 

(1  -p).  Bym  - (1  -p).  By„  = 0 

(2). 

Strauch  then  proposes  the  following  as  another  solution.  The 
variation  of  the  proposed  expression  is 

J 2 {(y- x)  By  + 2 (1  -p)  dx. 

Without  effecting  any  reduction  by  integration  by  parts,  make  this 
expression  vanish ; this  we  can  do  by  supposing 

y — a;  = 0 and  1 —p  = 0 (3). 

The  second  of  equations  (3)  is  in  this  case  consistent  with  the 
first,  so  that  we  do  get  a solution.  This  however  is  not  a new 
solution;  it  is  comprised  in  (1) ; for  y = x is  a particular  solution  of 
the  differential  equation  (1);  and  y — x also  satisfies  (2).  Thus 
Strauch’s  supposed  second  solution  is  really  included,  as  it  should 
be,  in  the  ordinary  solution. 

25 
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Before  leaving  this  part  of  our  subject  we  will  offer  some  re- 
marks witli  the  view  of  guarding  against  a possible  misconception 
of  the  principle  of  equating  separately  to  zero  the  two  parts  of  the 
variation  of  an  integral,  in  order  to  obtain  a maximum  or  minimum 
value  of  the  integral.  Consider  the  problem  of  finding  the  curvo 
which  with  its  evolute  includes  a minimum  area.  Let  p denote  the 
radius  ef  curvature  at  any  point  of  the  curve,  a the  length  of  the 
arc  of  the  curve  measured  from  any  fixed  origin  up  to  this  point ; 


then  we  require  that  J pda  should  be  a minimum.  Let  p receive 

J *o 

the  variation  Bp,  and  let  s0  and  s,  receive  the  increments  da0  and  dst 
respectively ; then  the  change  in  the  integral  is 


f 'Bpds+p^t-p'd*'. 

•'*0 

Here  the  coefficient  of  Bp  under  the  integral  sign  is  unity,  which 
cannot  be  made  to  vanish ; so  that  it  might  perhaps  be  supposed 
at  once  that  the  solution  of  the  problem  is  impossible. 

But  the  fact  is  that  we  cannot  prove  in  such  a case  that  in 
order  to  obtain  a solution  we  must  make  the  integrated  part  and 
the  unintegrated  part  separately  vanish.  For  when  we  take  the 
arc  s as  the  independent  variable,  and  pass  from  one  curve  to  an 
adjacent  curve  the  length  of  the  arc  will  in  general  be  changed ; 
and  if  we  make  any  change  in  that  part  of  the  variation  of  an 
integral  which  remains  under  the  integral  sign,  the  part  outside 
the  integral  sign  also  undergoes  a change.  In  other  words, 
the  two  parts  which  constitute  the  whole  variation  of  a proposed 
integral  arc  not  independent,  so  that  we  are  not  compelled  to  make 
them  separately  vanish  in  order  that  the  whole  variation  may 
vanish.  If  we  can  make  them  separately  vanish  we  obtain  a solu- 
tion of  the  problem,  subject  of  course  to  an  examination  of  the 
terms  of  the  second  order ; but  we  are  not  certain  that  this  is  the 
only  solution.  And  if  we  cannot  make  them  separately  vanish  we 
must  not  therefore  conclude  that  the  problem  is  impossible. 

The  point  we  are  now  considering  is  perhaps  sufficiently  obvious ; 
but  as  it  is  sometimes  a source  of  difficulty  to  students  it  may  be 
useful  to  refer  to  two  other  examples. 
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Suppose  we  require  a curve  which  has  the  property  of  making 

c + _j  ds  a minimum,  the  ends  of  the  curve  being  supposed 

fixed ; c is  a constant  and  r is  the  radius  vector  drawn  from  a fixed 
pole.  The  problem  is  thus  equivalent  to  the  following ; assuming 
the  principle  of  least  action  in  Dynamics,  and  the  ordinary  law  of 
attraction,  determine  the  curve  which  a particle  will  describe.  The 
result  ought  to  be  a conic  section,  and  we  shall  obtain  this  result 
if  we  adopt  the  usual  independent  variable  0,  and  put 

dO  for  ds. 

But  no  result  will  be  obtained  by  attempting  to  determine  r as 
a function  of  s and  operating  in  the  usual  way  immediately  on 

/\/(c+;)*- 

Again,  suppose  we  require  to  describe  on  a given  chord  a curve 
of  given  length,  such  that  the  area  included  by  the  curve  and  the 
chord  may  be  a maximum.  This  can  be  easily  solved  in  the  usual 
way  by  taking  x as  the  independent  variable ; the  result  is  that  the 
curve  must  be  a circular  arc.  But  suppose  we  take  a as  the  in- 
dependent variable,  and  take  a fixed  point  as  pole.  Then  the 
polar  area  between  the  curve  and  the  extreme  radii  will  be 


and  as  the  triangle  included  by  the  given  chord  and  the  extreme 
radii  is  itself  constant,  we  have  to  make  the  above  area  a maximum ; 
also  the  length  of  the  given  curve  is  to  be  constant.  Thus  in  the 
usual  way  we  have  to  make  the  following  expression  a maximum, 

+ cj<&, 

where  c is  a constant.  Proceeding  in  the  usual  way  we  shall  have 
the  equation 

25—2 
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7^1 


+ C = 


-(S' 


+ constant, 


therefore 


— = a,  where  a is  some  constant. 


■Therefore  ) - jAji , that  i».  1 + Z (^j  - jAp ; 


therefore 


From  this  we  should  obtain  for  the  required  curve  a circle 
passing  through  the  arbitrary  pole;  and  this  is  inadmissible,  be- 
cause the  circle  is  determined  by  the  fact  that  it  is  to  pass  through 
the  ends  of  the  given  chord  and  that  its  arc  cut  off  by  the  chord 
is  to  have  a constant  length,  so  that  it  cannot  in  addition  be  made 
to  pass  through  an  arbitrary  point. 

If  p denote  the  perpendicular  from  the  pole  on  the  tangent  to 

the  curve,  the  problem  amounts  to  requiring  that  j(p  + c)  ds  shall 

be  a maximum ; and  in  this  form  we  see  at  once  that  no  solution 
oan  be  obtained  by  the  ordinary  method  if  we  keep  s as  the  inde- 
pendent variable  and  endeavour  to  determine  p as  a function  of  s. 

We  have  hitherto  spoken  only  for  simplicity  of  the  use  of  the 
arc  s as  an  independent  variable ; but  our  remarks  apply  also  to  the 
use  of  the  arc  s as  a dependent  variable.  Thus,  taking  the  example 
already  used,  we  have 


/f  \!x  - ©,+ c}  *=/{V©’-i+c  I 


dr\ 


but  if  we  adopt  the  right-hand  form  and  thus  treat  r as  the  inde- 
pendent variable  we  shall  arrive  at  the  same  untenable  solution  as 
before.  The  objection  to  the  process  is  easily  seen.  Suppose  we 
draw  one  curve  through  two  fixed  points,  and  then  draw  an  adjacent 
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curve  by  changing  every  * into  s + 8s,  and  also  pass  from  the  first 
curve  to  a third  curve  by  changing  every  s into  s — 8s ; then  if  we 
make  the  second  curve  to  have  the  fixed  initial  and  final  points,  the 
first  and  the  third  curves  will  not  in  general  have  the  same  final 
points.  That  is,  we  cannot  change  the  sign  of  8s  arbitrarily,  and 
therefore  we  have  no  right  to  conclude  that  the  coefficient  of  8s  in 
the  part  remaining  under  the  integral  sign  in  the  variation  of  the 
integral  must  be  zero. 

We  may  add  that  the  fact  that  when  we  use  the  ordinary 
variables  x and  y we  must  equate  to  zero  the  coefficient  of  the 
variation  under  the  integral  sign,  seems  more  obvious  when  we 
ascribe  a variation  to  the  dependent  variable  only  than  when  we 
also  vary  the  independent  variable ; this  is  an  additional  argument 
in  favour  of  an  opinion  already  expressed.  See  Art.  204. 

339.  Problems  of  maxima  and  minima  which  involve  the 
product  or  quotient  of  integrals  are  sometimes  incompletely  solved. 
Strauch  has  given  some  examples  for  the  purpose  of  drawing  at- 
tention to  the' point  which  is  liable  to  be  overlooked;  see  his 
Preface,  pages  xxx.  and  xxxi.  This  deserves  to  be  illustrated 
fully,  and  we  will  accordingly  give  two  problems  in  addition  to  his. 

I.  Determine  the  form  of  a curve  symmetrical  with  respect  to 
its  axis  such  that  when  suspended  by  its  vertex  the  time  of  a small 
oscillation  of  the  segment  cut  off  by  the  ordinate  which  corresponds 
to  a given  abscissa  may  be  a minimum. 

Take  the  vertex  as  the  origin,  the  tangent  at  the  vertex  as  the 
axis  of  y and  the  axis  of  x vertically  downwards ; let  c denote  the 
given  abscissa.  The  area  cut  off  by  the  ordinate  which  corresponds 
to  c is  supposed  to  oscillate  about  an  axis  through  the  origin  per- 
pendicular to  the  plane  of  the  curve.  Then  by  the  principles  of 
mechanics  the  length  of  the  equivalent  simple  pendulum  is 

!'M+x')ydx 


and  this  expression  must  therefore  be  a minimum. 
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Denote  the  numerator  and  denominator  of  this  fraction  by  « and 
v respectively.  Then  that  ^ may  be  a minimum  we  must  have 


Bu  uSv 


= 0, 


therefore 
that  is, 


8u  — Sr  = 0 ; 


f (y*  + **)  Sydx  — — f xBydx  — 0. 

Now  let  ^ be  denoted  by  l ; then  2 is  a constant  for  our  purpose, 
so  that  the  last  equation  may  be  written 

f (y*  + cd— lx)  Bydx  — 0.  • 

Jo 

Hence  in  the  usual  way  we  infer  that 
y‘  + x’  — lx  = 0, 

and  so  we  apparently  obtain  a circle  as  a solution  of  the  proposed 
problem. 

The  solution  however  is  not  yet  completed / for  we  require 
that  ^ should  be  equal  to  l.  Substitute  for  y its  value  in  terms 
of  x which  has  just  been  obtained ; then  we  require  that 


| f (lx  + 2jd)  d(tx  — sd)  dx 

r =l> 

I x d {lx  — of)  dx 

J a 


therefore 


| f 3?  d(Jx~  x*)  dx 
tL o 

I x d(lx  — x?)  dx 
J a 


2 1 
''  3 ’ 
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therefore 

f (x*  — lx)  V(ta  — x?)  dx  = 0, 

J 0 

that  is, 

— f (lx  — x*)l  <?x  = 0. 

Jo 

This  is  impossible ; so  that  the  proposed  problem  does  not  admit 
of  a solution. 

In  fact  in  this  problem  as  there  is  no  limitation  about  the  area 
we  can  suppose  it  to  diminish  down  to  an  indefinitely  small  area 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  origin,  and  so  make  the  time  of  a small 
oscillation  indefinitely  small. 

In  such  a problem  as  the  above,  the  investigation  as  to  whether 

such  a condition  as  that  denoted  bv  - = l can  be  satisfied,  is  some- 

J v 

times  omitted ; in  the  present  case  it  appears  that  this  condition 
cannot  be  satisfied.  We  will  now  give  a problem  of  the  same  kind 
which  does  admit  of  a solution. 

II.  A given  volume  of  a given  substance  is  to  be  formed 
into  a solid  of  revolution,  such  that  the  time  of  a small  oscilla- 
tion about  a horizontal  axis  perpendicular  to  the  axis  of  the 
figure  may  be  a minimum ; determine  the  form  of  the  solid. 

Take  the  axis  of  x coincident  with  the  axis  of  figure,  and  the 
axis  of  y coincident  with  the  line  about  which  the  body  is  to 
revolve;  let  x,  be  the  abscissa  of  the  lowest  point  of  the  body. 
We  have  to  find  the  equation  to  the  curve,  which  by  revolution 
round  the  axis  of  x will  generate  the  required  solid ; we  suppose 
the  curve  to  lie  in  the  plane  of  (x,  y).  By  the  principles  of 
mechanics  the  length  of  the  equivalent  simple  pendulum  is 

fGM'* 

/-X,  ’ 

I y'x  dx 
J 0 

this  expression  must  therefore  be  a minimum,  while  tt  j if  dx  is 
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to  be  equal  to  a constant,  namely  to  tbe  given  volume.  Hence, 
by  the  usual  principle  we  must  have 


jX'(£+=?)y,dx 

— +*/  V*. 

tfxdx 

* 0 


a minimum,  where  /8  is  some  constant. 

We  will  at  first  vary  y,  and  afterwards  examine  the  terms 
which  arise  from  a change  in  the  limit  xx  of  the  integrations.  Let 
w and  v denote  the  numerator  and  denominator  respectively  of  the 
fraction  which  occurs  in  the  above  expression ; then  in  order  that 
the  expression  may  be  a minimum,  we  must  have 


therefore 


that  is, 


Bu  — ^ Bv  + /3vS  J ’ y'dx  = 0, 


I (y*  + 2 yx*)  Bydx  — - f ‘ 2 yxBydx  +/3v  f ' 2 ySy  dx=*0. 

■'a  v J o J a 

Now  let  ~ be  denoted  by  Z,  and  fiv  by  /S’ ; then  Z and  /S’  arc 

constants  for  our  purpose,  so  that  the  last  equation  may  be 
written 

f ' (y*  + 2 yx*  - 2 lyx  + 2 &y)  Bydx  = 0. 

* 0 

Hence,  we  infer  that 


y*  + 2 yx*  - 2lyx  + 2/3y  — 0, 

so  that 

y*  + 2a?  — 2lx  + 2/3'  = 0 (I). 

This  indicates  that  the  generating  curve  is  an  ellipse  with  the 
axes  in  the  ratio  of  1 to  V2.  The  solution  however  is  not  yet 
completed;  for  we  must  shew  that  the  relation  just  found  will 
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make  ^ = l.  This  we  will  shew  presently ; hut  we  will  previously 

advert  to  the  terms  which  arise  from  a change  in  the  limit  xx  of 
the  integrations.  Suppose  then  that  xl  becomes  xl  + dxl , then 
to  the  first  order  the  following  is  the  increment  of  the  expression 
which  we  have  to  make  a minimum, 


i ^ (y'x)t  dx1  + py?  dxx , 


where  the  subscript  denotes  that  a;  is  to  be  made  equal  to  a;,.  In 
order  that  this  increment  may  vanish,  we  must  have  either 
y,=  0,  or 

( yj  + x?-lx  + P ) =0, 

and  the  latter  combined  with  the  general  relation  (1)  leads  also 
to  yx  = 0.  Thus  at  the  lower  limit  the  generating  curve  meets 
the  axis  of  figure. 

"VVe  have  now  to  shew  that  it  is  possible  to  have 


when  y is  determined  by  equation  (1),  and  a;,  is  such  that  y 
vanishes  when  x — xx. 

We  have  from  (1) 

let  a and  a*j2  be  the  semiaxes  of  the  ellipse. determined  by  this 

p 

equation ; then  - — 2$  =>  2 a’,  and  (1)  becomes 
y'  + 2 ^a:  - *=  2a’. 
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This  equation  indicates  that  the  centre  of  tho  ellipse  is  at  the 
distance  ~ from  the  origin.  Assume  x,  = 2 a — c,  then 


-=x,  — a = a — c. 


Hence  we  have  to  shew  that 

r 


= 2 (a  — c) 


r*~ 

/ y'xdx 

y*  + 2 (x  — a + c)*  = 2a*. 
y*  = 4ac  - 2c*  + 4x  (a  — c)  — 2x* ; 


(2); 


when 

We  have 
therefore 

j +y*a^  = jy*  (y*  + 4x*)  = |2ac  — c*  + 2x  (a  — c)j  — x* 

= (2ac  — c*)*  + 4x  (2ac  — c*)  (a  — c)  + 4x*  (a  — c)*  — x*. 
Integrate  from  x = 0,  to  x = 2a  — c ; thus  we  obtain 

c*  (2a-  c)’  + 2c(a-c)  (2a-c)*+  ^ (a-c)’  (2a-c)’~  ^ (2a-c)‘. 
And 

y1xdx=c  (2a-c)’  + | (a-c)  (2a -c)’  - i (2a  -c)4. 

Thus  the  left-hapd  member  of  (2)  becomes 

c’  + 2c  (a  -c)  + | (a-c)*  - ^ (2a  -c)* 

« + | (a-c)-i  (2a  — c) 
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that  is 


and  (2)  becomes 


4 (c*  + ac  + 4 «*)  _ 

5 (c  + 2 a)  ’ 

2 (e*  + ac  4-  4a*)  _ 

5 (c  + 2a)  — ° C’ 


therefore  7 c’  + 7ac  — 2a*  = 0. 

• • c . 1 

This  equation  furnishes  one  positive  value  of  it  is  ap- 
proximately equal  to  — . 


Then  ft  is  to  be  found  in  terms  of  a from  the  equation 
^-2/9'  = 2a*; 

t 

this  gives  a negative  value  for  yS1,  as  should  be  the  case,  because 
from  (1)  we  obtain  y*  — — 2/9'  when  * = 0.  The  constant  a is  to 
be  determined  from  the  given  volume,  that  is  by  means  of  the 
equation 


t j 2 (a*  — (x  — a + c)*}  dx  = the  given  volume. 
J o 


To  shew  that  we  have  really  obtained  a minimum  we  should 


investigate  the  terms  of  the  second  order  in  the  variation  of  - ; 


to  this  we  shall  now  proceed.  The  variation  of  - arises  partly 

from  the  change  of  y into  y + By,  and  partly  from  the  change  of  xt 
into  x,  + dxt . We  shall  first  shew  that  by  reason  of  the  suppo- 
sition that  y vanishes  when  x = xlt  the  change  in  u or  v arising 
from  the  change  of  xt  into  x,  + dxx  may  be  disregarded.  For 
example,  consider  v\  the  change  in  v produced  by  the  change 


is  r 


xl+drl 


y'x  dx ; and  as  y itself  is  indefinitely  small  for  values 


of  x lying  between  aq  and  xt  + dxi , the  above  integral  may  be 
considered  of  the  third  order  of  small  quantities.  Similar  remarks 
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hold  with  respect  to  the  change  of  u.  Thus  to  the  second  order 
we  may  say  that  the  complete  variation  of  is 


. P u 

Thus  to  the  second  order  we  obtain  -x  — , where 

Q v 


F=^+lf*'(y+ ty**)  ^dx+lSt'(cf+^) 

and  Q-l  + -f  yx  8y  <£r  + - f ' (Sy)’ xdx. 

vjt  vjt 

This  gives  for  the  variation  the  following  terms  of  the  first  order, 
' (y*  + 2yx*)  Sydx  — ^ J 'yxSydx, 
together  with  the  following  terms  of  the  second  order, 

» j,‘  & + **)  ^ dx~^(i0  iyx  By  dx)  + Sy  **) 

\ty)*xdx  + ^r(Jt  'yxhydxj  . 

We  shall  denote  the  terms  of  the  first  order  by  Ml  and  those  of 

the  second  order  by  Mt  ; so  that  if  the  complete  variation  of  ^ to  the 

second  order  be  denoted  by  8 - , we  have 
J v 

S^  = Mi  + M, (3). 

Now  since  the  volume  is  to  be  constant  we  have 

Jo'(y  + fy)'  dx-  jT'y'dx^  0, 
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that  is  2 j ySy dx+  f ‘ (By)' dx  — 0 (4). 

J o 'a 

Multiply  (4)  by  y9  and  add  to  (3) ; thu3 

8 - = M,  + 2/9  [X,ySy  dx  + Mt  + /3  f*‘  (By)'  dx. 

V J Q J 0 

And  Ml  + 2ft  I ‘ySy  dx  vanishes  by  (1) ; thus 

B?  = M,  + /9  ['‘(Sy)'dx, 

v J o 

that  is  $v=vj‘ (~2^  + ** - & + (Sy)* dx 

- J (J'lyx ^ dx)  (Jo‘ 2 ^ vfy dx) +?(f  'yxhdx)t 

tliat  is 

Svxlil),y,  dx+^§-  (f^y*  <&)  • 

This  value  of  S - is  true  to  the  second  order,  that  is,  no  term 

of  the  second  order  has  been  omitted. 

But  from  (4)  we  see  that  f ' yBydx  is  itself  of  the  second  order, 
J 0 

so  that  the  latter  of  the  above  two  terms  is  really  of  the  third  order. 
Hence  finally  to  the  second  order 

and  as  the  right-hand  member  of  this  equation  is  positive  we  have 

obtained  a minimum  value  of  - . 

v 

340.  The  criticisms  which  Strauch  offers  on  preceding  writers 
are  sometimes  of  a very  trifling  character ; we  have  already  seen  an 
instance  in  Art.  29,  and  we  will  now  notice  two  others. 
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In  the  problem  solved  by  Poisson  ■which  we  have  reproduced  in 
Art.  99,  Poisson’s  own  result  has  8 instead  of  9 + A-  that  is,  Poisson 
has  not  explicitly  introduced  the  constant  A in  his  last  integra- 
tion. Strauch  refers  to  this  slight  omission  in  such  a manner  as 
almost  to  lead  a reader  to  suppose  that  Poisson’s  investigation  must 
be  altogether  unsatisfactory.  See  Yol.  II.  page  504. 

On  pages  747,  748  of  his  second  volume  Strauch  solves  a 
problem  of  a relative  minimum  as  an  example  of  Euler’s  method. 
Itequired  a curve  such  that  the  area  bounded  by  the  curve  the 
axis  of  x and  ordinates  at  fixed  points  of  this  axis  shall  be  constant, 
and  at  the  same  time  the  centre  of  gravity  of  this  area  at  a mini- 
mum distance  from  the  axis  of  x. 

ja  y* dx 

Let  the  abscissa;  of  the  fixed  points  be  a and  a ; then  A— 

,„/■«.  2I  yd* 

is  to  be  a minimum  while  | ydx  is  constant  J “ 

(“y'dx 

Let  U=~—  +L  I ydx (1), 

2jjdx 

where  X is  a constant;  and  let  J ydx  be  denoted  by  A. 
j ySydx  I yidx 

Then  8 17= -I— a g j Sydx  + zJ  Sydx (2). 

Now  put  J yidx=  C jaydx (3), 

then  (2)  may  be  expressed  thus, 

8 U=  ±2  J“  (2y  - C + 2 AL)  Sy  dx. 

Thus  2y  — C+  2AL  = 0 (4), 

so  that  we  obtain  a straight  line  parallel  to  the  axis  of  x for  the 
required  curve.  Then  from  (3)  we  obtain 
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(C-2AL\\  x nC-*AL, 

[ 2 J (a“a)=  C 2 (a-a)’ 

therefore  C = 2AL  or=  — 2 AL;  the  former  by  (4)  gives  the  in- 
admissible result  y = 0,  the  latter  gives  y — C. 

Now  let  the  constant  area  be  denoted  by  y’;  then  since 

/>W, 

we  obtain  C{a  — a)—f. 


Strauch  now  proceeds  to  investigate  the  terms  of  the  second 
order ; he  arrives  at  the  result  that  the  sign  of  these  terms  is  the 
same  as  that  of 


and  he  says  that  as  we  cannot  assert  that  the  sign  of  this  expression 
is  positive  we  are  not  justified  in  concluding  by  this  method  that 
there  is  a minimum,  although  it  is  obvious  from  statical  consider- 
ations that  our  result  does  give  a minimum.  He  therefore  con- 
cludes that  Euler’s  process  is  defective.  The  answer  is  obvious. 

Since  the  area  is  to  be  constant  J Sydx  is  absolutely  zero,  so  that 


we  are  sure  of  a minimum  from  Strauch’s  own  process.  It  will  be 
found  on  examining  Strauch’s  investigation  of  the  terms  of  the 
second  order  that  he  has  in  effect  in  one  place  himself  recognized 


that  J Sy  dx  is  zero.  The  whole  solution  is  more  laborious  than 


was  necessary ; for  since  J ydx  is  constant  we  might  instead  of 
Strauch’s  value  of  U have  used  the  more  simple  value  given  by 


Z7  = j"  y'dx  + zj  ydx. 


Strauch ’s  objections  to  the  methods  of  Euler  and  Lagrange 
for  solving  problems  of  relative  maxima  and  minima  seem  unim- 
portant ; and  his  own  method  is  unnecessarily  complex.  See  Yol.  i. 
pages  339 — 355,  and  Yol.  ii.  pages  740 — 763. 
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341.  It  will  be  convenient  to  notice  in  connexion  with  the 
work  of  Stranch  an  elaborate  memoir  which  he  presented  to  the 
Academy  of  Sciences  at  Vienna  in  1856,  and  which  may  be  re- 
garded as  a continuation  of  his  work.  The  title  of  the  memoir  is 
Anwendung  des  sogenannten  Variationscalcul' s auf  zweifache  und 
dreifache  Integrate ; it  was  published  in  1859  in  the  16th  volume  of 
the  Denkschrifien  of  the  Academy.  The  memoir  occupies  156  large 
quarto  pages,  and  is  remarkable  for  the  accuracy  and  beauty  of 
the  printing. 

The  introduction  refers  to  the  memoirs  of  Delaunay,  Samis 
and  Cauchy,  which  we  have  described  in  Chapters  vi,  vir,  VIII. 
Strauch  considers  that  these  memoirs  do  not  really  effect  what  was 
required  by  the  Academy  of  Sciences  at  Paris  when  they  proposed 
their  prize  subject;  see  Art.  133.  Accordingly  he  undertakes  in 
the  present  memoir  to  investigate  the  variations  of  double  and 
triple  integrals. 

After  some  explanatory  remarks  respecting  his  notation  he 
proceeds  to  the  variation  of  double  integrals ; this  subject  occupies 
pages  8—78  of  the  memoir.  This  part  of  the  memoir  contains 
little  more  than  the  author  had  already  given  in  his  work,  for  the 
most  general  investigation  which  occurs  is  that  which  we  have 
already  stated  to  be  the  most  general  investigation  in  his  work ; 
see  Art.  336.  The  methods  are  the  same  as  in  his  work ; he 
begins  with  simple  cases  and  proceeds  to  those  which  are  more 
complex ; he  gives  a full  account  of  the  various  suppositions  which 
can  be  made  respecting  the  limits  of  the  integrations,  although  his 
statement  of  the  manner  in  which  the  arbitrary  functions  or  con- 
stants must  be  determined  is  too  vague  and  general  to  be  of  much 
value.  He  usually  investigates  the  terms  of  the  second  order,  but 
in  transforming  these  terms  he  is  content  with  imitating  the  method 
of  Legendre.  The  variation  of  triple  integrals  occupies  pages 

79 132  of  the  memoir,  and  is  treated  in  his  usual  manner  by 

the  author.  The  most  general  investigation  which  is  completely 
worked  out  is  the  variation  of  a triple  integral  in  which  no 
differential  coefficient  occurs  of  an  order  higher  than  the  first; 
some  more  general  investigations  are  partially  worked  out.  Four 
problems  occur  as  examples  in  this  part  of  the  memoir.  1 he  first 
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is  to  find  w so  that  the  following  triple  integral  may  have  a maxi- 
mum or  minimum  value, 

lll{At-{d^)}dxd!fdz‘ 

where  A is  a constant,  and  the  limits  of  the  integrations  are  all 
constants.  The  other  three  problems  are  modifications  of  that 
which  we  have  given  from  Sarrus  in  Art.  180. 

The  pages  133 — 154  of  the  memoir  contain  some  remarks  on 
the  memoirs  of  Sarrus,  Cauchy  and  Delaunay.  Strauch  quotes 
at  full  the  result  which  Sarrus  obtains  for  the  problem  which  we 
have  explained  in  Art.  194,  and  compares  this  result  with  that 
which  he  obtains  by  his  own  processes  and  in  his  own  notation. 
Strauch  gives  that  result  from  Cauchy’s  memoir  which  we  have 
investigated  in  Art.  192,  and  compares  it  with  that  which  he 
obtains  by  his  own  processes  and  in  his  own  notation.  In  his 
remarks  on  Delaunay  he  intimates  that  some  terms  are  omitted 
by  Delaunay  in  his  formulae ; see  pages  147  and  148  of  the  memoir. 
There  is  however  no  error  in  Delaunay’s  formula: ; the  terms  in 
question  do  not  appear  because  the  problem  which  Delaunay  con- 
siders is  not  the  most  general  that  could  be  proposed,  as  we  have 
already  stated  in  Art.  138. 

Again  on  page  149  Strauch  intimates  that  Delaunay  has  only 
two  equations  for  determining  certain  arbitrary  functions,  while 
four  are  required,  which  he  has  himself  supplied ; Strauch’s  four 
equations  would  however  reduce  to  two  in  the  particular  case  which 
Delaunay  considers. 

342.  The  next  of  the  three  comprehensive  treatises  is  Mr 
Jellett’s,  entitled  An  elementary  treatise  on  the  Calculus  of  Variations 
by  the  Rev.  J.  II.  Jellett.  Dublin  1850.  It  is  an  octavo  volume 
of  377  pages,  with  a preface  and  introduction  of  20  pages. 

This  valuable  work  constitutes  the  only  complete  treatise  on 
the  Calculus  of  Variations  in  the  English  language,  and  will  neces- 
sarily be  studied  by  all  who  wish  to  pass  beyond  the  rudiments 
of  the  subject.  A brief  outline  of  the  work  with  some  remarks  on 

2G 
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a few  incidental  points  is  consequently  all  that  will  be  required 
here. 


343.  The  introduction  contains  a sketch  of  the  history  of  the 
subject;  it  appears  that  the  author  had  studied  the  memoirs  of 
Poisson,  Ostrogradsky,  Jacobi  and  Delaunay,  but  had  not  seen  that 
of  Sarrus.  The  first  chapter  is  entitled  Definitions  and  Principles; 
it  occupies  pages  1 — 10,  and  explains  what  is  meant  by  a variation. 
A very  important  remark  occurs  on  page  5,  “ ....  many  writers  on 
the  Calculus  of  Variations  have  been  led  into  considerable  difficul- 
ties by  an  unsteady  use  of  the  symbol  8,  a symbol  which  they 
employ  sometimes  to  express  the  increment  which  a function 
receives  in  consequence  of  a change  of  form  ottly,  and  sometimes  to 
express  the  increment  which  it  receives  from  the  variation,  not  only 
of  its  form,  but  also  of  its  independent  variables.  We  shall  then 
use  the  symbol  8 to  denote  that  species  of  increment  which  is 
peculiar  to  the  Calculus  of  Variations,  that,  namely,  which  a function 
receives  in  consequence  of  a change  in  its  form  only.  We  shall, 
as  in  the  Differential  Calculus,  denote  by  the  symbol  d that  incre- 
ment which  a function  receives  in  consequence  of  a change  in  the 
magnitude  of  its  independent  variables.-’ 

Accordingly  in  Mr  Jellett’s  work  the  independent  variable  is 
not  supposed  to  undergo  variation.  It  has  already  been  stated  in 
the  course  of  the  present  work  that  this  appears  the  best  method 
of  treating  the  subject. 

344.  The  second  chapter  is  entitled  Functions  of  one  indepen- 
dent variable;  it  occupies  pages  1 1 — 30.  It  contains  the  ordinary 
investigations  and  transformations  of  the  variation  of  a single  in- 
tegral so  far  as  terms  of  the  first  order,  and  also  an  investigation 
of  the  terms  of  the  second  order;  the  usual  expression  second 
variation  is  adopted  for  these  terms,  but  a good  note  is  given  on 
page  355  respecting  the  ambiguity  of  this  expression.  The  third 
chapter  is  entitled,  Maxima  and  minima  of  indeterminate  functions 
of  one  independent  variable;  it  occupies  pages  31 — 136.  This 
chapter  contains  the  ordinary  investigation  of  the  equation  or 
equations  which  must  hold  in  order  that  an  integral  may  have  a 
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maximum  or  a minimum  value.  Jacobi's  theory  for  distinguishing 
between  a maximum  and  a minimum  is  fully  developed ; the  author 
here  follows  the  guidance  of  Delaunay,  see  Arts.  230 — 236.  This 
chapter  contains  a very  important  discussion  as  to  the  number  of 
constants  which  can  occur  in  the  solution  of  a certain  problem, 
and  as  to  the  number  of  them  which  are  indeterminate.  Let  it  bo 

required  to  make  the  integral  j * Vdx  a maximum  or  a minimum, 

J r„ 

where  V contains  x,  y,  s,  and  the  differential  coefficients  of  y and  z 
with  respect  to  x ; while  at  the  same  time  a relation  L = 0 is  always 
to  bold  among  these  quantities.  The  following  is  the  conclusion. 
Suppose  that  V contains  y and  its  differential  coefficients  as  far  as 
that  of  the  order  n inclusive,  and  z and  its  differential  coefficients 
as  far  as  that  of  Jhe  order  m ; suppose  that  the  equation  L = 0 is  of 
the  order  ri  in  differential  coefficients  of  y and  of  the  order  rri  in 
differential  coefficients  of  z.  Then 

(1)  If  m be  greater  then  rri  and  n greater  than  ri  the  order  of 
the  final  differential  equation  will  be  the  greater  of  the  two 
quantities 

2 (m  + ri)  and  2 (m  + n), 

and  there  will  be  a sufficient  number  of  ancillary  equations  to  de- 
termine the  arbitrary  constants  which  enter  into  its  solution. 

(2)  The  same  conclusion  holds  for  the  case  in  which  m is 
greater  than  rri  and  » less  than  ri. 

(3)  If  m is  greater  than  m and  ri  greater  than  n,  the  order  of 
the  final  equation  will  be  in  general 

2 (m  + ri) ; 

and  its  solution  may  contain  any  number  of  indeterminate  constants 
not  exceeding  the  lesser  of  the  two  quantities 

2 (m'  — m)  and  2 (ri  — n). 

Mr  Jellett  points  out  that  a remark  made  by  Poisson  in  the  ninth 
section  of  his  memoir  is  inconsistent  with  these  results. 

26—2 
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The  whole  of  this  chapter  is  illustrated  by  examples  which  are 
fully  solved. 

345.  The  fourth  chapter  is  entitled  Application  of  the  Calculus 

of  Variations  to  Geometry.  I.  Theory  of  Curves;  it  occupies 
pages  137 — 202.  This  chapter  consists  of  a collection  of  problems, 
including  those  of  historical  celebrity ; they  are  all  fully  solved. 
The  fifth  chapter  is  entitled  On  multiple  Integrals  in  general ; it 
occupies  pages  203 — 218.  The  sixth  chapter  is  entitled  Functions 
of  two  or  more  independent  variables;  it  occupies  pages  219 — 238. 
The  fifth  and  sixth  chapters  contain  the  variation  of  multiple  inte- 
grals ; the  methods  are  those  of  Ostrogradsky  and  Delaunay.  The 
most  general  result  obtained  is  equivalent  to  that  which  we  have 
given  in  Art.  144  after  Delaunay.  The  seventh  chapter  is  en- 
titled On  maxima  and  minima  of  functions  of  two  or  more  inde- 
pendent variables;  it  occupies  pages  239 — 275.  This  chapter 

illustrates  and  applies  the  results  of  the  preceding  chapter ; several 
examples  are  discussed  in  order  to  shew  the  treatment  of  the 
limiting  equations. 

346.  The  eighth  chapter  is  entitled  Application  of  the  Calculus 
of  Variations  to  Geometry.  II.  Theory  of  Surfaces;  it  occupies 
pages  276 — 286.  The  ninth  chapter  is  entitled  Application  of  the 
Calculus  of  Variations  to  Mechanics ; it  occupies  pages  287 — 334. 
This  chapter  besides  the  usual  examples  contains  a section  on  the 
application  of  the  Calculus  of  Variations  to  the  deduction  of  equa- 
tions of  equilibrium  and  motion.  The  tenth  chapter  is  entitled 
Application  of  the  Calculus  of  Variations  to  the  integration  of 
functions  of  one  or  more  independent  variables;  it  occupies  pages 
335 — 354.  This  chapter  investigates  the  conditions  of  integrability 
of  various  expressions.  The  remainder  of  the  work  consists  of  notes. 

347.  It  may  be  of  service  to  students  into  whose  hands  the 
work  under  consideration  may  come,  to  advert  to  some  points  which 
may  occasion  a little  difficulty ; and  on  this  ground  we  shall  now 
venture  to  offer  some  remarks. 

348.  In  the  fourth  chapter  of  Mr  Jellett’s  treatise  many  of  the 
problems  are  solved  by  using  the  arc  s of  a curve  as  the  inde- 
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pendent  variable ; the  method  however  is  free  from  the  objection 
stated  in  Art.  338.  There  is  an  example  on  page  138  and  the 
following  pages.  In  the  course  of  the  solution  a constant  a occurs, 
and  it  is  stated  that  the  “ existence  of  the  arbitrary  constant  a is 
an  ambiguity  necessarily  introduced  by  the  selection  of  s for  the 
independent  variable.”  A reason  is  then  assigned  for  making  « = 0 ; 
but  the  reason  does  not  seem  satisfactory.  It  appears  that  the 
term  /x,  dst  — ds0  is  omitted  in  the  discussion  of  the  limiting 
terms  on  page  141.  The  whole  expression  relative  to  the  upper 
limit  should  be 


then  giving  to  mi  the  same  meaning  as  Jlr  Jellett  does,  we  have 

+ (S),  *• = ' S,r‘ + (S),  *•} W* 

By  means  of  (1)  the  expression  relative  to  the  upper  limit 
becomes 


+ x‘  (a), + x.  (a),  I™.81. + "■  (a),  *■  - (a),  *•}  • 

-‘.^®,|”.(a),-(S)J-° <2>' 


Hence 


and 


<3)- 

Substitute  from  (3)  in  (2) ; thus 

therefore  /x,  = \,. 

This  proves  that  a = 0 ; since  the  book  proves  that  X.  = /x  + a. 


349.  We  have  stated  in  the  preceding  Article  that  it  appears 
that  /x,  dst  — /x0  ds0  is  omitted  in  the  discussion  of  the  limiting  terms. 
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In  support  of  this  remark  we  may  advert  to  Art.  152  of  the  present 
work.  There  by  taking  account  of  certain  limiting  terms  we 
obtain  the  equation 


X' 


1 + a 


dt/  dz 


this  equation  does  not  occur  in  Mr  Jellett’s  investigation.  The 
truth  of  this  equation  is  confirmed  in  Art.  157  by  its  agreement 
with  a result  obtained  by  Delaunay. 


There  is  a difference  in  the  methods  we  have  used  in  Arts. 
152  and  348.  In  Art.  152  we  followed  the  ordinary  method  and 
ascribed  a variation  to  the  independent  variable  a ; in  Art.  348  we 
do  not  ascribe  a variation  to  s.  The  final  results  will  agree  in  the 
two  methods,  but  the  processes  will  differ.  Thus  in  Art.  348,  if  we 
follow  the  ordinary  method  the  whole  expression  relative  to  the 
upper  limit  will  be 


+ X, 


instead  of  what  we  have  given ; and  instead  of  (1)  we  shall  have 

Sy,  = w»,  Sx, . 

Thus  the  expression  above  becomes 

fdx\  . (dy\ 


Ori  - xi)  + \ 


s2/i> 


and  from  this  we  obtain  as  before 


^,-X^O,  and  (§)+,«,  (1)^  = 0. 

On  the  other  hand,  suppose  that  in  Art.  152  we  follow  the  second 
method.  Then  instead  of  the  term 


(F+«S+s 


dz 

ds 


which  is  there  given,  we  should  have  simply  VcU.  But  now  the 
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variations  .of  the  limiting  co-ordinates  will  not  be  simply  &r,  8y,  8z, 
as  in  Art.  152,  but 

fa+ir*-  Zz+iisd3 

respectively ; and  these  must  vanish  at  the  limits,  since  the  limits 
are  supposed  fixed.  Thus  we  shall  obtain  finally  the  same  result 
as  before. 

Of  the  two  methods  which  can  be  used,  Mr  Jellett  has  decided 
in  favour  of  that  which  does  not  ascribe  a variation  to  the  indepen- 
dent variable,  sec  Art.  343.  But  it  would  seem  that  in  the  fourth 
chapter  of  his  work  he  has  not  adopted  uniformly  the  consequences 
which  follow  from  this  decision. 

350.  Kemarks  similar  to  those  already  made  apply  with  respect 
to  pages  153,  155,  178,  181,  183  and  299  of  the  book. 

Again,  on  page  170  it  is  remarked,  “and  the  remaining  con- 
stant, a,  depending  upon  the  given  length  of  the  curve....”  Nothing 
however  has  been  previously  said  respecting  the  given  length ; and 
it  appears  here  as  before  that  p.x  dsl  — fi0  dn0  should  be  added  to  the 
limiting  terms  if  we  adopt  the  method  of  Art.  349.  Or  if  we  adopt 
the  method  of  Art.  152  we  must  add 

(/i  - X + fi'p)i  - (a*  - X + p!p)0 

Again,  on  page  175  it  is  stated,  “ the  superfluous  constant  a will 
be  determined  by  expressing  the  area  as  a function  of  that  constant 
and  equating  its  differential  to  zero.”  This  reference  to  the 
ordinary  Differential  Calculus  is  unnecessary ; for  the  Calculus  of 
Variations  supplies  sufficient  conditions  for  determining  the  con- 
stants. The  problem  under  discussion  is,  to  find  a curve  of  given 
length  such  that  the  area  bounded  by  the  curve  itself,  its  two 
extreme  radii  of  curvature,  and  the  arc  of  the  evolutc  between  them 
may  be  a minimum.  This  problem  is  solved  in  most  elementary 
treatises,  and  the  result  obtained  is  that  the  curve  must  be  a 
cycloid;  this  result  is  obtained  by  the  ordinary  processes  of  the 
Calculus  of  Variations.  In  fact  if  we  adopt  the  method  of  Art.  152 
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we  shall  find  that  the  following  limiting  terms  have  been  omitted 
in  the  book, 

(M  - * + M»i  &,-(/*-*  + mV) o&oj 
where  p,'  = 1 and  p,  = p + a constant. 

From  considering  these  wc  find  that  we  must  have 
\ = 0,  and  \ = 0, 

since  p,  and  pa  vanish.  Then  by  page  168  of  the  work,  we  have 
. dx  , 

X = alh+I*p’ 


for  it  is  shewn  on  page  169  that  5 = 0.  Thus  and  must 

vanish.  Then  by  page  174  since  y,  = 0 and  = 0 we  have  e=0; 

and  this  is  the  result  which  is  established  in  the  book  by  appealing 
to  the  Differential  Calculus. 


351.  On  page  165  some  results  are  given  without  demon- 
stration. The  results  refer  to  a segment  of  a sphere  which  is 
required  to  have  a maximum  or  minimum  volume,  while  the  surface 
is  given.  Let  a denote  the  radius  of  the  sphere,  h the  height  of  the 


segment,  then  the  volume  of  the  segment  is  v 


Since 


the  surface  is  given,  ah  is  equal  to  a constant,  which  we  will  denote 
by  Id.  Let  y denote  the  radius  of  the  plane  base  of  the  segment ; 
then 


y’=2aA-A!  = 2A*-A’, 
therefore  A*  = 2 Id  — y*. 

Thus  the  volume  = ir  |a* 

Now  y is  supposed  to  be  an  ordinate  of  a given  curve,  and  V is 
to  be  made  a maximum  or  a minimum  by  properly  choosing  this 
ordinate.  Let  x denote  the  abscissa  corresponding  to  the  ordinate  y. 
Then  we  have 


V(2 Id  — y*)  — ■ 3 ^ ^ | = V suppose. 
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dV  ( -Vv 
dy-*  yw-f) 


”y(y-y*) 

V(*^-y)’ 


therefore  dJL . 

V (2&*  — y*)  cfcc 


We  have  now  three  cases  to  examine,  namely 
! 0,  y = le,  y = 0. 


!-< 


(1)  If  y itself  he  a maximum  or  minimum  V will  he  a maxi- 
mum or  minimum  respectively  provided  k'  — y1  he  positive,  and  a 
minimum  or  maximum  respectively  provided  y*  he  negative. 


(2)  The  value  y = Jc  makes  zero,  and  makes  negative 
provided  he  not  zero ; thus  in  this  case  V is  a maximum.  If  y is 
itself  a maximum  or  minimum  when  y = k,  then  ~ changes  Bign 


when  y=k,  and  so  V is  itself  a maximum  or  minimum  respect- 
ively. 


(3)  With  respect  to  the  case  of  y = 0 we  must  remark  that 
the  question  does  not  suppose  that  y is  capable  of  becoming 
negative.  If  the  given  curve  touches  the  axis  of  x then  the  value 

y — 0 occurs  simultaneously  with  ^ = 0,  so  that  y is  then  a mini- 


mum and  so  is  V. 


These  results  do  not  agree  with  those  in  the  hook.  The  case 
in  which  y = lc  seems  there  overlooked. 

If  y = It  wo  have  h — k = a.  And  it  may  bo  seen  that  the 
relation  on  the  14th  line  of  page  165  of  the  book  may  he  satisfied 
by  supposing  a — y and  the  angle  CPY  zero. 


352.  On  page  365  the  following  problem  is  suggested ; to  con- 
struct upon  a given  base  a curve  such  that  the  superficial  area  of  the 
surface  generated  by  its  revolution  round  AB  may  be  given,  and 
that  its  solid  content  may  be  a maximum. 
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Take  the  axis  of  a;  as  that  of  revolution;  then  adopting  the 

usual  notation  we  require  that  ir  Jy*dx  should  be  a maximum 

while  2n  jy  V(1  + p*)  dx  is  given,  the  limits  of  a:  being  supposed 

fixed.  Thus  if  a be  a constant  we  have  to  find  the  maximum 
value  of 


||/+  2ay  V(1  + i>*)J  dx. 


Hence  we  must  have  y + a V(  1 + p*)  = ^ 7j'(\+~p) 
this  we  know  leads  to 


(i); 


y‘  + 2ay  -d{l+p*) 


therefore 

where  b is  a constant. 


2 ay 

V(1+/) 


2 ayp* 

V(1  +f) 


+ by 


b-y% 


(2), 


Then  since  y is  to  vanish  at  the  two  fixed  points  we  have  5 = 0, 
and  then  by  completing  the  solution  we  obtain  a semicircle  for  the 
required  curve,  and  therefore  a sphere  for  the  solid  generated. 

Mr  Jellett  points  out  that  this  solution  is  unsatisfactory,  because 
the  superficial  area  of  a sphere  described  upon  a given  diameter  is 
a determinate  function  of  that  diameter,  and  cannot  therefore  be 
made  equal  to  any  given  quantity.  Mr  Jellett  proceeds  to  remark 
that  the  process  of  the  Calculus  of  Variations  fails  in  this  case. 

We  suggest  the  following  as  a solution  of  the  problem. 

Let  the  figure  A CEDB  consist  of  two  straight  lines  A C,  BD 
perpendicular  to  the  axis  of  x,  and  of  the  arc  CED  which  satisfies 
the  differential  equation  (2) ; see  figure  10.  Take  A as  the  origin ; 
let  AC—y^  BD  = yx , AB~xr 


Then  the  volume  of  the  figure  formed  by  the  revolution  of 

A CEDB  round  AB  is  v j y‘dx ; and  the  surface,  including  the 
J 0 

circular  ends,  is 

7ry.’  + v/o  +27 r f 'y  V(1  + /)  dx. 

•’  0 


Digitized  by  Google 


JELLETT. 


411 


IJJow  suppose  that  y is  changed,  into  y + By,  then  the  variation 

of  the  volume  is  2ir  f ' y By  dx,  and  we  have  to  make  th.is  zero  for 
J 0 

such  variations  as  leave  the  surface  unchanged ; that  is,  for  such 
variations  as  make 

2? ry,  By,  + 2 jry0  Sy0  + 2t rS  f 'y  V(1  +p*)  dx  = 0 (3). 

J o 

Thus  if  a represent  a constant 'we  must  make 

r ° - s v(if?)} dx 


\jtpyBy_ 

V(l+/) 


, - + » * + <4>- 


The  part  under  the  integral  sign  vanishes  because  we  suppose 
equation  (1)  satisfied.  So  that  we  only  require  in  addition 


{ 


P 

V(i+Pa) 


“aW+7)  + 1}."< 


This  leads  to  p0  = + co  and  p,  = — co ; that  is,  the  curve  must 
join  on  continuously  to  the  straight  lines  at  C and  D.  Then  it 
appears  from  (2)  that  y*  = b when p is  infinite,  so  that  AG  = BD. 


The  constants  a and  b,  and  that  which  would  arise  from  in- 
tegrating (2),  must  then  be  determined  so  that  ys  — b when  x = 0 and 
when  x = x„  and  that  the  surface  may  have  the  given  value. 


Suppose  however  the  circular  ends  arc  not  to  be  included  in  the 
given  surface.  In  this  case  y = — a furnishes  a solution.  For  the 
terms  ay.  By,  + ay0  8y0  do  not  now  occur  in  (4) ; and  the  value 
y — —a  makes 


y + aV(l+i,V|_^ 

vanish,  and  it  gives  p — 0 so  that  a]so  vanishes.  Thus 

r v(l  +p) 

we  obtain  a cylindrical  surface ; a will  of  course  be  negative,  and 
will  be  determined  by  the  condition  that  — 2ttox,  must  be  equal 
to  the  given  surface. 
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353.  A mistake  occurs  on  page  376  of  the  book  which  may  he 

noticed.  The  integral  j tan’  6 sin  Odd  is  made  equal  to  a finite 
j 0 

negative  value,  the  fact  being  overlooked  that  tan’0  becomes 
infinite  between  the  limits  of  integration.  And  the  same  mistake 

occurs  on  page  377  where  the  integral  *8  ^en  between 

limits  which  include  p = 0 and  mfike  the  integral  really  infinite. 


In  concluding  we  may  strongly  recommend  the  student  of  the 
Calculus  of  Variations  to  master  this  important  volume.  A trans- 
lation of  it  into  German  has  been  advertised,  but  the  present  writer 
has  not  had  the  opportunity  of  consulting  it. 


354.  The  last  of  the  three  comprehensive  treatises  is  by 
Dr  Stegmann,  entitled  Lehrbuch  der  Variationsrechnung  und  ihrer 
Antoendung  lei  Untersuchungen  iiber  das  Maximum  und  Minimum. 
Kassel,  1854.  It  is  an  octavo  volume  of  417  pages  with  a preface 
of  16  pages. 

In  the  preface  the  author  states  that  he  had  long  been  of  opinion 
that  the  Calculus  of  Variations  was  treated  in  a meagre  and  un» 
satisfactory  manner  in  elementary  treatises,  and  had  resolved  to 
undertake  the  task  of  producing  a more  complete  work  on  the 
subject.  The  work  of  Strauch  had  not  appeared  when  first  this 
resolution  was  formed;  after  it  was  published  the  question  arose 
with  Stegmann  whether  he  should  continue  his  design,  since  he 
had  no  intention  of  offering  to  his  readers  such  a rich  collection  of 
problems  as  Strauch  had  supplied.  Ultimately  he  resolved  to 
complete  his  original  design. 

In  addition  to  the  works  of  Dirksen,  Ohm  and  Strauch,  Steg- 
mann refers  to  the  memoirs  of  Poisson  and  Ostrogradsky.  He  has 
discussed  numerous  problems  as  illustrations  of  his  theory,  but  he 
does  not  present  his  work  as  a collection  of  problems,  for  the 
development  of  the  general  theory  has  been  his  main  object.  In 
solving  his  problems  he  has  imitated  Ohm  and  Strauch  in  investi- 
gating the  terms  of  the  second  order  so  as  to  discriminate  between 
maxima  and  minima  values. 
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355.  The  work  consists  of  six  chapters  and  two  supplements. 

The  first  chapter  is  entitled  On  variations  generally ; it  occupies 
pages  1 — 11.  The  following  is  Stegmann’s  view  of  a variation; 
let  y denote  any  function  of  x as  f[x),  and  let  <f>  ( x , t)  be  any 
function  of  * and  t which  reduces  to  f{x)  when  t = 0 ; then  the 
variation  of  y is  denoted  by  by,  where 


the  suffix  0 indicating  that  < is  to  be  made  -zero  after  the  differ- 
entiation. 

On  page  -7  we  have  the  usual  geometrical  illustration  of  the 
relation  dSy  = Sdy. 

In  the  first  four  chapters  of  the  work  no  variation  is  supposed 
ascribed  to  the  independent  variable,  and  no  change  of  value  is 
made  in  the  limits  of  the  integrals  which  occur. 


356.  The  second  chapter  is  entitled  Variations  of  expressions 
in  which  Functions  cf  one  independent  variable  occur,  but  no 
Integrals;  it  occupies  pages  11 — 84. 


This  chapter  gives  that  portion  of  the  subject  which  has  been 
developed  by  Ohm  and  Strauch  ; see  Arts.  56  and  335.  The  theory 
is  illustrated  by  the  discussion  of  the  problem  originally  given 
by  Lagrange;  see  Art.  3.  Stegmann  also  gives  four  problems 
which  are  to  be  found  in  the  volumes  of  Strauch,  namely  those 
numbered  1,  76,  85  and  86  by  Strauch.  Stegmaun  indicates  on 
page  60  another  problem  of  the  same  kind  as  Lagrange’s,  namely, 
to  find  a curve  such  that  the  product  of  the  perpendiculars  let  fall 
on  any  tangent  from  two  fixed  points  shall  be  a maximum.  It  is 


supposed  as  in  Art.  3 that  at  any  point  ^ alone  is  susceptible  of 


variation.  The  result  is  that  the  curve  must  be  an  ellipse  or 
hyperbola  of  which  the  two  fixed  points  are  the  foci. 


On  page  68  Stegmann  discusses  another  problem  of  this  kind, 
namely,  to  find  the  curve  for  which  yp  shall  be  a maximum  or 
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minimum,  the  variations  of  y and  p being  so  taken  that  at  any 
point  considered  y [x  — ^j  shall  undergo  no  change  by  variation. 
Thus  with  the  usual  notation  we  must  have 


pBy  + yBp  = 0 (1), 

and  = 0 

from  these  equations  we  obtain 

Z=£(x-%) (3); 

y y \ P> 

therefore  - = ^ , therefore  y = % , where  A is  a constant. 
x y -a 

Now  let  us  retain  the  terms  of  the  second  order  in  order  to 
ascertain  whether  the  result  gives  a maximum  or  a minimum. 
Let  U=yp,  then  accurately 

BU=(jy  + 8y)  {p  + 8p)  -yp  = pSy  + ySp  + SySp, 

and  (y  + 8y)  a:  - - Vx  + = 0 accurately. 

Multiply  the  last  expression  by  X and  add  it  to  8 U\  thus 
BTJ-pBy  + yBp  + By  Bp 


+ X 


\ p)  P P P P > 


where  the  omitted  terms  are  of  the  third  and  higher  orders. 
Assume  X such  that 

<*>• 

then  by  means  of  (3)  and  (4)  the  terms  of  the  first  order  disappear 
from  B U ; also  we  get  X = — — , and  thus  to  the  second  order 
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Thus  supposing  x positive  we  have  obtained  a minimum. 

357.  The  third  chapter  is  entitled  Variations  of  single  Integral 
expressions  with  one  independent  variable;  it  occupies  pages  84 — 165. 

This  chapter  contains  the  ordinary  theory  of  the  maxima  and 
minima  values  of  Integrals,  illustrated  by  four  examples;  it  also 
contains  an  investigation  of  the  criterion  of  integrability  of  an  ex- 
pression, and  an  investigation  of  Jacobi’s  method  of  distinguishing 
between  maxima  and  minima  values. 


The  examples  discussed  are  the  following:  (1)  The  shortest 
line  between  two  given  points.  (2)  The  brachistochrone  between 
a fixed  point  and  a fixed  horizontal  line ; the  cycloid  is  obtained 
as  the  general  solution,  but  it  is  shewn  that  in  the  particular  case 
when  the  position  of  the  lower  limiting  point  is  not  fixed  on  the 
fixed  horizontal  line  the  result  becomes  a vertical  straight  line. 
(3)  The  maximum  or  minimum  value  of 


(4)  The  curve  which  with  its  evolute  includes  a minimum  area. 
In  all  these  examples  the  terms  of  the  second  order  are  examined. 


In  investigating  Jacobi’s  method  Stegmann  proves  the  first 
part  of  the  theorem  of  Art.  222  universally,  that  is,  he  proves  that 
a certain  expression  is  integrable ; his  proof  depends  on  his  previous 
investigation  of  the  condition  of  integrability.  With  respect  to  the 


second  part  of  the  theorem  he  confines  himself  to  proving  that 
jyUdx  has  the  required  form  when  B2  is  the  last  of  the  series  of 


terms  B,  Bt,  B2, and  he  exhibits  completely  the  values  of 


B,  Bv  and  /?,.  He  gives  an  investigation  similar  to  that  in  Art.  224, 
and  as  in  that  Article  he  preserves  the  terms  which  are  outside  the 
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integral  signs.  At  the  bottom  of  his  page  163  he  makes  a certain 
expression  to  be  zero  which  should  be  equal  to  a constant ; there 
seem  indications  however  on  the  last  page  of  the  chapter  that  he 
had  perceived  some  inconsistency  in  this  proceeding  with  respect 
to  the  number  of  constants  involved ; see  Art.  232. 

358.  The  fourth  chapter  is  entitled,  On  the  determination  of 
the  maximum  or  minimum  in  combinations  of  simple  integrals,  or 
when  certain  conditions  are  prescribed ; it  occupies  pages  165—265. 

This  chapter  contains  the  following  subjects:  (1)  Relative 
maxima  and  minima  problems  or  isoperimetrical  problems.  (2)  Pro- 
blems in  which  the  limiting  values  are  subject  to  certain  con- 
ditions ; here  Stegmann  draws  attention  to  the  terms  of  the  second 
order,  and  he  keeps  them  all  in,  so  that  he  has  terms  outside  the 
integral  sign  besides  the  terms  under  the  integral  sign  which  may 
be  supposed  treated  by  Jacobi’s  method;  see  pages  187 — 196  of  the 
work.  (3)  Maximum  or  minimum  of  an  integral  which  involves 
more  than  one  dependent  variable,  with  or  without  a given  equa-. 
tion  connecting  the  variables.  (4)  Maximum  or  minimum  of  an 
integral  which  involves  x,  y,  differential  coefficients  of  y,  and  also  Z 
where  Z is  an  integral  expression  involving*,  y,  and  the  differential 

coefficients  of  y.  (5)  Maximum  or  minimum  of  J Vdx,  where  V is 

supposed  determined  by  a differential  equation.  (6)  Maximum  or 
minimum  of  an  integral  involving  x,  y,  z and  the  differential 
coefficients  of  y and  z,  where  the  limiting  values  of  y and  z and 
their  differential  coefficients  occur  in  the  integral. 

This  chapter  contains  the  following  examples.  (1)  To  find  the 
curve  of  given  length  joining  two  fixed  points  which  with  the  ordi- 
nates of  the  two  fixed  points  and  the  axis  of  x includes  the  greatest 
or  least  area.  (2)  The  curve  of  given  length  fastened  at  its  ends  to 
two  fixed  points,  which  has  its  centre  of  gravity  lowest  (3)  To 
find  the  shortest  line  that  can  be  drawn  between  two  fixed  lines 
perpendicular  to  the  axis  of  x,  under  the  condition  that  the 
product  of  the  extreme  ordinates  shall  have  a prescribed  value. 
In  these  three  problems  the  terms  of  the  second  order  are  ex- 
amined. (4)  The  shortest  line  on  a curved  surface ; the  general 
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differential  equation  is  obtained  and  then  particular  applications 
are  given;  for  example,  the  case  of  the  ellipsoid  is  examined. 
(5)  Of  all  curves  which  have  the  property  that  the  normal  plane 
passes  through  a fixed  point,  to  find  that  which  has  the  least 
length  between  two  fixed  parallel  planes;  this  is  in  Strauch,  Vol.  n. 
pages  379 — 381.  (6)  The  brachistochrone  in  a resisting  medium. 

(7)  The  minimum  value  of  f Z'dx , where  Z=l  f{\+p*)dx. 


(8)  The  curve  down  which  a body  must  fall  in  a resisting  medium 
so  as  to  acquire  the  greatest  velocity.  (9)  To  find  the  minimum 

T*lue  °f/.'(s 

/ ydx  — —yx.  (10)  The  problem  we  have  enunciated  in  para- 
^ 0 

graph  (3)  of  Art.  311 ; Stegmann  does  not  however  allude  to 
the  difficulty  which  occurs  in  the  particular  case  which  we  have 
examined  in  Art.  352. 


j dx,  under  the  conditions  that  = 1 and  that 


359.  The  fifth  chapter  is  entitled  On  Mixed  Variations  with 
simultaneous  changes  of  the  independent  variable;  it  occupies  pages 
265 — 327. 

In  all  the  investigations  hitherto  given  in  the  book  the  limits  of 
the  integrations  have  been  supposed  fixed  and  the  independent 
variable  unsusceptible  of  variation ; Stegmann  proceeds  in  the  pre- 
sent chapter  to  give  that  extension  to  his  formula;  which  they 
require  in  order  to  apply  to  problems  in  which  the  initial  and  final 
values  of  all  the  quantities  which  occur  are  changed.  He  now 
adopts  the  common  method  of  ascribing  a variation  to  the  indepen- 
dent variable.  Suppose  x the  independent  variable  and  y the 
dependent  variable,  let  these  become  by  variation  x + Sx  and 
y + Sy  respectively ; then  Stegmann  obtains  a relation  denoted  thus 

Sy  = (8)  y +pSx. 

This  result  might  be  presented  as  a definition,  namely,  let 
Sy  — pSx  be  denoted  by  (8 )y,  and  then  it  might  of  course  be 
considered  absolutely  true.  Stegmann  however  adopts  a different 

27 
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method ; he  defines  (8)  y and  by  means  of  geometrical  considerations 
establishes  the  truth  of  the  relation  as  far  as  the  first  order  of  small 
quantities. 


It  is  then  necessary  for  him  to  shew 
5.  d(B)y 


where 


Q = dp.A. 

q dx  da?' 


and  generally  that 


. d'y  _ dn  (8)  y 
dx"  dxH 


d'*'y  . 

+ dJ'Bx- 


His  method  i3  the  following, 

dSy  dSx 
rfx  ~Plx  ’ 

put  (B)y  + pBx  for  By  and  qdx  for  dp,  thus 

SP=~dl1  + qBx'' 

this  may  be  written  Bp  = (B)p  + qBx. 

Stegmann  subsequently  gives  the  common  geometrical  illus- 
tration of  the  relation  Bdx  = dBx. 

The  above  investigation  of  the  value  of  Bp  cannot  be  regarded  as 
absolutely  true,  but  only  as  true  to  the  first  order. 

Suppose  now  that  U=J  Vdx,  and  that  the  variation  of  U is 

required ; Stegmann  proves  that  the  result  obtained  when  x was 
supposed  unsusceptible  of  variation,  so  far  as  terms  of  the  first 
order  are  involved,  requires  only  the  following  modifications; 
By,  Bp,  ...  have  to  be  changed  into  (8) y,  (8)  p,  ....  respectively, 
and  the  following  limiting  terms  added,  Ff 8f  — VaBa.  Two  proofs 
are  given  of  this  statement. 

The  formula;  are  illustrated  by  discussing  the  problem  of  the 
brachistochrone  in  the  case  where  there  is  no  resistance,  and  also  in 
the  case  where  there  is,  and  the  problem  of  the  shortest  line.  In 


. „ dij  dxdBy  — dydBx 

Bp  = Sdi~  dfi' 
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both  these  problems  various  suppositions  are  made  with  respect  to 
the  limiting  conditions  and  carefully  examined.  For  example, 
take  the  problem  we  have  considered  in  Art.  300 ; Stegmann  adopts 
the  suppositions  there  made  and  arrives  at  the  results  there  ob- 
tained by  interpreting  the  terms  of  the  first  order.  Then  he  makes 
another  supposition;  let  the  limiting  values  a:,  and  xt  be  connected 
by  the  relation 

xt  — x,  = a constant, 


then  dxl—dxt,  and  instead  of  the  two  equations  obtained  by 
equating  to  zero  the  coefficients  of  dxl  and  dxt  we  have  now  the 
single  equation 


P'k'  (*)  + 1 | _ f px(x)  + 1 1 , [*’dY 

VU+ZMA+aj-agl,  lV(l+/)V(A+x-a;l)J,  J,tdx, 


dx  = 0 ; 


this  reduces  to 

{Wr'(g)  + 1|  _ f P\(x)  + 1]  _ 1 f±  _ 1^  _ o 
1 h \ Wa  J,  V«  \Pt  1\> 

therefore  V W = x (*.) ; 

thus  the  tangents  to  the  limiting  curves  at  the  points  where  the 
described  curve  meets  them  are  parallel. 

Stegmann  also  considers  briefly  the  subject  of  the  discrimina- 
tion between  maxima  and  minima  values  when  the  independent 
variable  is  supposed  to  undergo  a variation.  Here  of  course  allow- 
ance has  to  be  made  for  the  circumstance  that  some  of  the  formulas 
employed  were  only  true  to  the  first  order.  He  illustrates  his 
remarks  by  considering  the  problem  of  the  shortest  line  between 
a given  point  and  a given  curve. 

On  the  whole  the  chapter  appears  to  be  a good  exhibition  of 
the  method  which  the  author  selects,  but  the  method  seems  far 
less  simple  and  satisfactory  than  that  of  not  allowing  the  inde- 
pendent variable  to  undergo  variation,  but  obtaining  the  requisite 
generality  by  changing  the  limits  of  the  integrations. 

Two  other  subjects  may  be  mentioned  which  are  introduced 
into  this  chapter.  On  pages  278,  279  Stegmann  proves  the  theorem 

27—2 
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which  we  have  expressed  in  Art.  93  thus,  Hy  4-  Kz  = 0 ; the  proof 
does  not  depend  on  the  Calculus  of  Variations.  On  page  292 
Stegmann  considers  the  case  in  which  the  function  under  the  in- 
tegral sign  may  itself  involve  the  limiting  values  of  the  variables 
or  differential  coefficients ; he  points  out  however  that  the  limiting 
values  of  the  highest  differential  coefficient  when  there  is  only 
one  dependent  variable  must  not  occur ; because  if  in  such  a case 
we  wish  to  make  the  integral  a maximum  or  a minimum  we  have 
in  general  more  conditions  than  disposable  quantities.  A similar 
remark  holds  when  there  is  more  than  one  dependent  variable. 

360.  A supplement  to  the  third,  fourth,  and  fifth  chapters 
occupies  pages  327 — 338 ; it  draws  attention  to  the  method  of 
solving  problems  in  this  subject  which  was  adopted  by  the  early 
writers,  and  refers  to  the  memoir  of  Schellbach.  Stegmann  solves 
two  problems  by  this  method.  (1)  To  find  among  all  curves  of 

given  length  that  for  which  j"  F (y)  dx  is  a maximum  or  a mini- 
mum. (2)  The  shortest  line  on  a surface  of  revolution. 

361.  The  sixth  chapter  is  entitled,  On  the  variations  of  func- 
tions of  two  independent  variables;  it  occupies  pages  338 — 395. 

On  page  11  of  his  work  Stegmann  seems  to  indicate  that  mixed 
variations  occur  only  in  the  fifth  chapter,  but  we  find  them  again  in 
the  first  section  of  the  sixth  chapter. 

Suppose  z any  function  of  x and  y,  say  z =f(x,  y) ; let  </>  ( x , y,  t) 
denote  any  function  of  x,  y,  and  f,  which  reduces  to  f(x,  y)  when  t 
vanishes.  In  <f>  (x,  y,  t)  change  x into  x + Bx,  y into  y + By,  and  t 
into  t + Bl ; then  a result  is  obtained  which  is  denoted  thus, 

or  by  supposing  t = 0, 

S.=  (£).+  *8x  + |s,. 
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Then  since  this  is  true  whatever  function  of  x and  y is  denoted 
by  e,  Stegmann  says  we  have 

t d(S)z  , (Pz  t <Tz  t 

S -+<E‘S*+5K5S* 


and  so  on. 


dx* 

5 . _ <?  (8)  z rf'z 
dy  ctr  <fy 


Sx+^8y, 


This  method  seems  however  an  unsatisfactory  proof  of  these 
formulae;  see  Arts.  102  and  124. 

Stegmann  next  refers  to  questions  similar  to  that  in  Art.  3, 
but  involving  more  than  one  independent  variable.  lie  solves 
the  following  problem ; to  determine  a surface  having  the  property 
that  the  sum  of  the  squares  of  the  intercepts  cut  off  from  the 
co-ordinate  axes  by  the  tangent  plane  at  any  point  shall  be  a 
minimum.  Thus  in  the  usual  notation 


(pY+p'+f)  (z-px-qy)' 

pY 

is  to  be  a minimum.  Here  p and  q are  supposed  susceptible  of 
variation;  the  result  is  that  the  required  surface  is  determined 
by  the  equation 

a;l  + yl  + = a*. 

Stegmann  now  proceeds  to  the  variation  of  a double  integral; 
here  he  restricts  himself  to  supposing  Sx  and  Sy  to  be  zero,  and 
he  gives  the  complete  development  of  the  variation  as  far  as  terms 
of  the  first  order,  supposing  that  no  differential  coefficient  occurs 
of  a higher  order  than  the  second.  As  Sx  and  Sy  are  supposed 
zero,  and  no  change  is  made  in  the  limits  of  the  integrations, 
the  investigation  is  less  general  than  that  which  we  have  given 
in  Arts.  143  and  183.  Stegmann  illustrates  this  investigation  by 
the  following  examples.  (1)  To  find  the  minimum  of 

a (z  + xp  + yp')  dy  dx ; 

this  example  is  taken  from  Strauch,  Vol.  II.  page  579.  (2)  The 
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curved  surface  of  minimum  area  between  given  limits.  In  this 
case  Stegmann  obtains  the  ordinary  differential  equation  and  then 
gives  a long  investigation  by  which  he  arrives  at  Monge’s  integral ; 
see  Art.  311.  Then  as  an  example,  he  shews  that  the  particular 
surface  considered  by  Bjorling  and  others  is  included  among  the 
general  class  of  surfaces  which  is  required ; see  Arts.  311  and  315. 
With  respect  to  this  example  however,  he  states  more  than  he  has 
proved;  see  his  page  377.  He  states  that  if  the  surface  is  to 
be  bounded  by  two  fixed  straight  lines  A C,  BD  and  two  fixed 
curves  AB,  CD  which  constitute  a closed  four-cornered  figure, 
then  the  particular  surface  referred  to  does  possess  the  least  area. 
Now  he  has  not  examined  the  terms  of  the  second  order  so  as 
to  ascertain  that  there  really  is  a minimum,  and  moreover  his 
solution  docs  not  shew  that  the  particular  surface  referred  to  is 
the  only  surface  that  will  satisfy  the  conditions  of  the  problem 
so  far  as  making  the  terms  of  the  first  order  vanish,  but  the  only 
surface  out  of  all  those  which  can  be  generated  by  a straight 
line  which  moves  so  as  always  to  be  parallel  to  a fixed  plane.  We 
shall  hereafter  see  that  Stegmann  has  stated  more  than  is  true. 

The  last  three  sections  of  the  sixth  chapter  arc  devoted  to  the 
consideration  of  the  modification  of  the  formula  for  the  variation 
of  a double  integral  which  is  produced  by  supposing  that  Sx  and 
By  are  not  zero.  Stegmann  refers  to  Poisson  and  Ostrogradsky ; 
but  it  appears  probable  from  coincidence  in  notation  that  he  has 
chiefly  followed  Bjorling ; the  latter  however,  as  we  have  stated, 
may  be  considered  to  have  only  reproduced  Ostrogradsky’s  method. 
In  illustration  of  the  formulas  Stegmann  considers  three  particular 
cases ; these  are  all  included  in  those  results  of  Poisson  which  we 
have  given  in  Arts.  113  and  114. 

362.  A supplement  on  the  use  of  variations  in  Mechanics 
occupies  pages  396 — 417. 

Stegmann  shews  here  how  certain  mechanical  problems  may 
coincide  with  problems  of  the  Calculus  of  Variations.  For  ex- 
ample, the  principle  of  Virtual  Velocities  supplies  for  the  condition 
of  equilibrium  of  any  system  an  equation  of  the  form 

2 (A '.Sx  + YSy  + ZSz)  = 0 ; 
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then  if  we  suppose  V a function  determined  by  the  relation 
dU=X  {Xdx  + Ydy  + Zdz), 

the  condition  for  equilibrium  amounts  to  the  statement  that  in 
general  U must  be  a maximum  or  a minimum. 

Lagrange’s  transformation  of  the  equations  of  motion  in  Dy- 
namics is  also  investigated  ; see  Art.  318. 

The  principle  of  least  action  is  also  investigated.  Stegmann 
considers  this  principle  under  the  following  form ; required  the 

curve  for  which  ji;ds  is  a maximum  or  minimum,  where  v is 

supposed  a given  function  of  the  co-ordinates  x,  y,  z.  He  shews 
that  the  differential  equations  which  determine  the  curve,  are 
the  same  a3  those  which  are  furnished  by  Dynamics  for  the  curve 
which  would  be  described  by  a particle  under  forces  which  would 
generate  a velocity  denoted  by  the  given  function  v.  He  draws 

attention  to  the  fact  that  jvds  is  not  necessarily  a minimum.  For 

example,  when  v is  constant  and  the  particle  moves  on  a smooth 
surface,  the  curve  obtained  may  be  in  general  the  shortest  line 
that  can  be  drawn  on  that  surface  between  fixed  points,  but  will 
not  be  so  necessarily.  A particle  may  move  on  a smooth  sphere 
acted  on  by  no  forces  except  the  normal  action  of  the  sphere, 
and  describe  the  shortest  line  between  two  points,  namely  the 
shorter  arc  of  the  great  circle  joining  those  points;  but  it  may 
also  describe  the  longer  arc  of  the  great  circle  joining  those 
points. 

We  shall  now  consider  in  detail  a few  points  connected  with 
Stcgmann’s  work. 

363.  Suppose  we  require  the  maximum  or  minimum  of  Jcf>  dx, 
where  <f>  involves  x,  y,  and  the  differential  coefficients  of  y ; before 
dx  in  the  ordinary  way  by  integration  by  parts, 
Stegmann  makes  some  remarks  on  the  attempt  to  solve  the  problem 
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which  is  made  by  supposing  B<j>  = 0 ; see  his  page  85.  The  relation 
B<f><=  0 can  only  indicate  one  of  these  two  things,  either  <f>  does  not 
change  by  ascribing  a variation  to  y and  its  differential  coefficients, 
or  else  tf>  is  itself  a maximum  or  minimum.  The  former  supposition 
is  impossible,  since 

With  respect  to  the  latter  supposition  it  is  to  be  observed  that 
if  <f>  be  itself  a maximum  or  minimum  for  all  values  of  x between 

given  limits,  then  J<f>dx  will  also  be  a maximum  or  minimum  re- 
spectively, the  integral  being  taken  between  those  limits.  This 
Stcgmann  proves  by  means  of  a figure  which  is  constructed  by 
taking  the  ordinate  of  a curve  always  equal  to  tf>.  The  proof 
amounts  to  the  consideration  that  the  integral  must  be  a maxi- 
mum or  a minimum,  because  each  of  the  elements  of  which  it  may 
be  ultimately  regarded  as  the  sum  is  a maximum  or  minimum  re- 
spectively. It  is  however  not  true  conversely  that  any  relation 

which  renders  J <j>dx  a maximum  or  minimum  will  make  <f>  also 

such  for  all  values  of  x between  a and  £.  This  is  illustrated  by 

a figure  which  amounts  to  the  consideration  that  I </>,  dx  may  be 

n J * 

greater  than  I <f>t  dx,  even  although  some  of  the  values  of  are 

less  than  the  corresponding  values  of  </>a;  for  other  values  of  <f>t  may 
be  greater  than  the  corresponding  values  of  <f>t . 

Thus  the  conclusion  is  that  the  relation  B<f>  = 0 will  not  neces- 
sarily supply  all  possible  solutions  of  the  problem  of  finding  the 

maximum  or  minimum  value  of  J<f>dx. 


364.  On  page  109  of  his  work  Stegmann  makes  a remark 
which  relates  to  the  use  of  a series  to  represent  a variation  instead 
of  a single  term;  see  Art.  334.  Stcgmann  is  investigating  the 

maximum  or  minimum  of  j'  dx.  The  ordinary  mode 

would  be  to  change  p into  p + Bp,  and  then  to  examine  the  terms 
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involving  Sp  and  (Sp)’.  But  suppose  we  change  p not  into  p + Sp 
but  into  a series,  after  the  manner  of  Strauch ; let  this  series  be 

p + *Q'  (*)  + V'(x)  + ... 

Arrange  the  variation  of  the  proposed  integral  according  to 
powers  of  k ; thus  we  obtain  for  the  variation 


pQ!  ( x ) dx 

, V*V(i+p’) 


2 J.  L 1+J»* 


dx 

V*V(1  +/>*)  + '" 


In  order  that  there  may  be  a maximum  or  minimum  we  must 
have  in  the  usual  way 

-7 — = a constant. 


Stegmann  then  remarks  that  we  are  prevented  from  ascertaining 
what  the  sign  of  the  term  involving  **  is,  by  reason  of  the  presence 
of  ’ (x)  which  is  altogether  independent  of  fl'  (x) . He  docs  not 
notice  that  the  relation  which  has  been  already  assumed  in  order 
to  make  the  coefficient  of  * vanish,  also  makes  the  coefficient  of 
V(x)  constant  in  the  term  involving  hence  it  will  be  found  that 
since  the  limiting  terms  of  the  first  order  are  made  to  vanish,  the 
terms  of  the  second  order  which  depend  on  Vx  will  also  vanish. 
It  is  in  fact  this  circumstance  that  renders  it  useless  to  adopt 
the  form  of  a series  instead  of  a single  term  in  order  to  denote 
a variation. 


365.  On  page  140  of  his  work  Stegmann  is  discussing  the 
problem  of  finding  the  curve  which  with  its  evolute  includes  a 
minimum  area. 

Let  U=  dx-, 

J.  q 

by  making  the  terms  of  the  first  order  vanish  in  the  variation  of  U 
we  obtain  a cycloid  for  the  curve.  The  terms  of  the  second  order 
may  be  put  in  the  form 


f*  |2 11  +/)  (%>)* + fofy- } j > 
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and  Stegmann  says  that  neither  - nor  p can  become  infinite  be- 
tween the  limits  of  integration ; so  that  the  solution  he  has- obtained 
gives  a minimum.  But  p is  infinite  at  the  cusps  of  the  cycloid, 
and  thus  Stegmann  is  wrong.  But  although  p is  infinite  yet 

/• | i i\f 

does  not  become  infinite,  this  being  the  radius  of  curvature 

2 

of  the  curve ; hence  h fortiori  * , -2-  , - ^ and  ^ ^ do 

2 2 2*  2 

not  become  infinite.  Thu3  if  Bp  and  Bq  are  indefinitely  small 
throughout  the  limits  of  the  integration  the  quantity  under  the 
integral  sign  in  the  above  expression  will  not  become  infinite ; so 
that  the  result  obtained  is  really  a minimum  in  comparison  with 
all  adjacent  curves  which  can  be  obtained  under  the  limitation  that 
Bp  and  Bq  shall  be  indefinitely  small. 


With  respect  to  the  problem  in  question  it  will  be  useful  to 
notice  the  conclusions  of  other  writers.  Thus  in  De  Morgan’s 
Differential  Calculus,  page  463,  the  following  statement  is  made, 
“ — the  radii  of  curvature  at  the  extreme  points  are  both  = 0 ; 
which  in  the  cycloid  only  happens  at  the  cusps.  Hence  if  A and  B 
be  the  given  points,  every  such  figure  as  that  in  the  diagram  gives 
an  algebraical  minimum : that  is  to  say,  any  slight  variation  of  the 
upper  curves  with  a corresponding  variation  of  the  lower  evolutes 
would  increase  the  area  contained.  There  is  no  absolute  arithmetical 
minimum ; for  by  sufficiently  increasing  the  number  of  revolutions 
of  the  generating  circle  we  might  diminish  the  whole  area  without 
limit.”  The  diagram  referred  to  supposes  the  generating  circle  to 
have  turned  round  three  times  completely,  so  that  there  are  three 
complete  arcs  of  a cycloid  between  the  two  fixed  points.  There  is 
no  investigation  of  the  terms  of  the  second  order  to  shew  that  any 
slight  variation  would  increase  the  area. 


The  problem  is  solved  by  Strauch,  and  he  exhibits  the  terms 
of  the  second  order,  but  makes  no  remarks  of  importance.  See  his 
Vol.  II.  pages  289 — 291. 


Mr  Jellett  discusses  the  problem,  and  makes  some  remarks 
on  the  result;  see  pages  172  and  177  of  his  work.  He  gives  a 
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figure  consisting  of  a single  complete  arc  of  a cycloid  with  its 
extremities  at  the  two  fixed  points ; the  two  fixed  points  are  also 
connected  by  a curve  which  is  composed  of  two  complete  arc3  of  a 
cycloid,  one  of  which  may  if  we  please  he  supposed  indefinitely 
small,  and  the  other  finite  and  differing  infinitesimally  from  the 
single  complete  arc  first  considered.  It  is  easy  to  shew  that  the 
area  in  the  second  case  is  less  than  the  area  in  the  first  case ; 
nevertheless  the  first  is  to  be  considered  a real  minimum  in 
the  proper  sense  of  that  term,  because  the  second  curve  cannot 
be  deduced  from  the  first  by  a legitimate  variation. 

366.  In  Art.  202  we  have  referred  to  a result  obtained  by 
Legendre  in  discussing  the  following  problem  ; required  to  connect 
two  fixed  points  by  a curve  of  given  length  so  that  the  area 
bounded  by  the  curve,  the  ordinates  of  the  fixed  points,  and  the 
axis  of  abscissae  shall  be  a maximum.  Stegmann  discusses  this 
problem  and  arrives  at  the  same  results  as  Legendre,  though  he 
does  not  refer  to  him  ; see  Stegmann’s  work,  pages  175 — 180. 

Let  ht , kt  be  the  co-ordinates  of  one  of  the  fixed  points,  which 
we  will  denote  by  A ; let  h%,  kt  be  the  co-ordinates  of  the  other  fixed 
point,  which  we  will  denote  by  B ; and  we  will  suppose  ht  less  than 

rh, 

At,  and  kt  less  than  kt.  Then  with  the  usual  notation  I ydx  is 


to  be  a maximum  while  I V(1  +_p*)  dx  is  to  have  a given  value. 
J A, 


rh. 

Then  we  proceed  to  make  1 [y  + X V(1  +pr)]dx  a maximum  where 

J hx 

\ is  a constant. 

Therefore 

dx  V(1  +tf) 

(1), 

therefore 

x C= 

* V(1  +/)’ 

therefore 

81S* 

II 

H- 

< 

K 8 

jlT 

T* 

0 

^ IQ 

therefore 

y-C'-TV{V-(a;-C7|)*) 

(2). 
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It  is  easy  to  see  that  the  sign  of  the  terms  of  the  second  order  is 
the  same  as  that  of 


Jh,( 


\ dx> 


■(!+/)' 

and  is  therefore  the  same  as  the  sign  of  X.  Then  (2)  gives  for  the 
required  curve  an  arc  of  a circle  of  which  X*  is  the  square  of  the 
radiuB,  and  from  (1)  it  may  be  shewn  that  this  arc  will  be  concave 
to  the  axis  of  x if  X be  negative ; so  that  an  arc  of  a circle  concave 
to  the  axis  of  x gives  a maximum  area.  The  constants  X,  Ct,  and 
C,  are  to  be  determined  by  making  the  arc  go  through  the  points 
A and  B and  have  the  given  length.  This  given  length  must  of 
course  be  greater  than  the  straight  line  which  joins  A and  B. 

The  solution  thus  obtained  is  satisfactory  as  long  as  the  concave 
circular  arc  joining  A and  B falls  entirely  between  the  lines  drawn 
through  A and  B perpendicular  to  the  axis  of  x ; the  extreme  ad- 
missible case  is  that  in  which  the  ordinate  at  A is  the  taiigent  to 
the  circular  arc  at  A. 

Supposing  then  that  the  given  length  exceeds  that  which  cor- 
responds to  the  extreme  admissible  case  just  referred  to,  we  must 
modify  the  problem.  Let  the  ordinate  at  A be  produced  through  A 
to  a point  distant  yl  from  the  axis  of  x ; and  let  the  straight  line 
of  length  yl  — kl  be  considered  part  of  the  curve  connecting  A 

f 

and  B.  Thus  we  now  propose  to  make  I ydx  a maximum  while 

Jh, 

[h, 

yt—  kt  + v/(l  +_p*)  dx  has  a given  value.  No  change  is  thus  re- 
quired in  the  solution  of  the  problem  except  so  far  as  relates  to  the 
terms  at  the  limits ; these  formerly  vanished  because  the  extreme 
points  were  both  fixed.  Now  we  have  corresponding  to  the  lower 
limit  the  expression 

and  to  make  this  vanish  we  must  have 


l1  VU 


therefore 


/'.=*• 
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This  requires  the  circular  arc  to  have  its  tangent  at  the  point 
(A, , y,)  where  it  joins  the  ordinate  produced  through  A,  coincident 
with  that  ordinate  produced.  Thtis  y,  = Ct,  and  C,  — A,  = the 
radius  of  the  circle;'  and  the  constants  will  be  found  from  these 
relations  combined  with  the  conditions  that  the  circle  shall  pass 
through  B,  and  that  the  length  of  the  circular  arc  together  with 
y,  — 4,  shall  be  equal  to  the  given  length. 

In  this  case  then  the  required  curve  is  made  up  of  a straight  line 
of  the  length  y,  — 4,  and  of  an  arc  of  a circle. 


The  solution  thus  obtained  is  satisfactory  so  long  as  the  concave 
circular  arc  is  not  cut  by  the  ordinate  at  B produced  through  B;  the 
extreme  admissible  case  is  that  in  which  the  ordinate  at  B is  the 
tangent  to  the  circular  arc  at  B. 


Supposing  then  that  the  given  length  exceeds  that  which  cor- 
responds to  the  extreme  admissible  case  just  referred  to,  we  must 
again  modify  the  problem.  Let  the  ordinate  at  B be  produced  to  a 
point  distant  y„  from  the  axis  of  x,  and  let  the  straight  line  of  length 
y,  — 4,  as  well  as  the  straight  line  of  length  y,  — 4,  be  considered  part 
of  the  curve  connecting  A and  B.  Thus  wc  now  propose  to  make 


a maximum,  while 


yx-h+Vt- 


dx 


has  a given  value.  No  change  is  thus  required  in  the  solution  of 
the  problem  except  so  far  as  relates  to  the  terms  at  the  limits.  We 
now  have  the  expression 


and  to  make  this  vanish  we  must  have 

l1+v(4?)} r0’ 


therefore  p,  = oo , and  p,  = - co . 
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This  requires  the  circular  arc  to  have  its  tangent  at  the  point 
(hv  y,)  where  it  joins  the  ordinate  produced  through  A,  coincident 
with  that  ordinate  produced;  and  also  its  tangent  at  the  point 
(As,  yt)  where  it  joins  the  ordinate  produced  through  B,  coincident 
with  that  ordinate  produced.  This  requires  the  circular  arc  to  be 

a semicircle,  so  that  y,  = y,=  (7, ; and  (7,  = - {hi  + h^j,  and  the 

radius  of  the  circle  = 5 (/f,  — A,).  The  constant  Ct  is  to  be  found 

from  the  condition  that  the  sum  of  the  length  of  the  circular  arc  and 
yt  — kt  and  y,  — kt  is  to  be  equal  to  the  given  length. 

In  this  case  then  the  required  curve  consists  of  a semicircular 
arc  and  two  straight  lines. 

367.  In  his  fourth  Chapter,  pages  222 — 227,  Stegmann  gives 
an  investigation  of  the  number  of  the  constants  which  can  occur 
in  the  solution  of  a certain  problem,  and  of  the  number  of  the 
equations  which  serve  to  determine  these  constants ; see  Art.  344. 
Stegmann’s  conclusion  is  that  in  general  these  constants  can  all  be 
determined;  he  does  not  shew  that  the  auxiliary  equations  may 
diminish  in  number  in  certain  cases,  and  thus  some  of  the  con- 
stants remain  indeterminate.  He  draws  attention  however  to  some 
exceptional  cases,  in  which  the  number  of  the  constants  may  be 
less  than  the  general  theory  indicates.  Take  for  example  the 
first  case  considered  in  Art.  273;  here  no  arbitrary  constants  occur 
in  the  solution,  so  that  the  terms  which  relate  to  the  limits  must 
be  supposed  to  vanish  of  themselves,  or  they  will  not  vanish 
at  all.  In  other  words,  if  we  use  geometrical  language,  the 
limiting  points  must  be  supposed  fixed  through  which  the  curve 
is  to  be  drawn. 

368.  On  his  pages  245 — 247,  Stegmann  solves  a problem 

which  we  will  here  notice.  Let  U=  I ^ Z"  dx,  where 

J a 

+J>')dx; 

J a 
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required  to  find  the  value  of  y which  makes  U a maximum  or 
minimum.  Here  we  have  as  far  as  terms  of  the  second  order 


[*  f 1*P  , (fo)  ■ L 

Ja  V(1  +/»*)  2(1 +*>*)*  J 


and  8t7=J£|nZ"-'SZ+— 

The  investigation  of  Art.  38  may  be  applied  to  this  problem. 
The  quantity  there  denoted  by  v is  here  denoted  by  Z,  and 

L = nZ'  \ Also  F = , while  N,  N\  P,  Q,  are 

v(i  +p ) 

zero.  Thus  we  obtain 

(A  — I)  P = a constant ; 


and  as  A — I vanishes  when  x has  its  superior  limiting  value,  the 
constant  must  vanish  ; this  leads  to  P'=  0,  so  that  p = 0.  The  inte- 
grated part  of  the  variation  also  vanishes  since  the  above  constant 
vanishes. 

Since  p = 0 the  only  term  of  the  second  order  which  remains 
in  hU  is 

which  is  positive,  and  so  we  obtain  a minimum. 

Stegmann’s  solution  is  effected  by  the  use  of  an  arbitrary  multi- 
plier, and  leads  to  the  same  result.  In  discriminating  however 
between  a maximum  and  a minimum,  he  retains  the  term 


w(w~-1)  f£  Z—  (8Z)*  dx, 

2 J a 

and  this  leads  him  to  make  the  supposition  that  n is  positive 
and  not  less  than  unity,  in  order  to  ensure  a minimum.  But  as 
p is  zero,  BZ  is  itself  of  the  second  order  of  small  quantities,  and 
thus  the  term  just  expressed  is  of  the  fourth  order,  and  therefore 
does  not  require  to  be  retained. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  solution  p = 0 can  only  apply  when 
the  limiting  values  of  y are  either  not  given  or  are  given  equal. 
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When  the  limiting  values  of  y are  given  and  unequal  suppose  these 
values  to  be  /9  and  y corresponding  to  the  values  a and  f of  x. 
Then  putting  the  problem  into  a geometrical  form,  the  curve  re- 
quired appears  to  be  made  up  of  the  straight  line  which  joins  the 
point  (a,  /9)  with  the  point  (£,  /S),  and  the  straight  line  which  joins 
the  point  (f,  /3)  with  the  point  (£,  y) ; or  at  least  the  nearer  we  ap- 
proach to  this  limit  the  smaller  does  U become. 

This  problem  is  taken  from  Euler’s  Methodus  Inveniendi ... 
page  94.  Euler  considers  any  function  of  Z instead  of  Z',  and 
he  arrives  at  the  result  p = 0 as  necessary  for  a maximum  or  a 
minimum. 


369.  An  example  of  a relative  minimum  is  solved  by  Steg- 
mann  on  his  pages  255 — 258,  which  we  will  give  here.  Re- 

1 f 1 

quired  the  minimum  value  of  - / dx  under  the  following  con- 

* J o 

ditions ; 

y»=  i (i), 

f 2-dx  = — l (2). 

K y. 

Let  X be  a constant,  and  let 

u-f.(lp'+¥)da:: 

then  to  the  first  order 

su~  {p>  ~ *■/."  H +/,’  (£  - D *■ 

Hence  — — = 0 (3) 

yl  dx  w 

and  ydx  = Q (4). 

U\  J o 

From  (3)  we  have 

therefore  ( x - A)'  = y + B, 

if  1 

where  A and  B are  constants. 
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The  condition  (1)  gives 

2^, 

therefore  y = 1 + ~ {a?  — 2 Ax) (5). 

*2/i 

The  condition  (2)  gives 

X Xvi  . . 

+ 

From  (2)  and  (4)  we  obtain 

A + = that  is  £(1 -;*)+£  =0, 

ifl  if  1 ^1 

that  is  - (2  - A)  = 0 (7). 

Vt 

By  putting  x = 1 in  (5),  we  obtain 


*-'+£;  (1-^> 


(»)■ 


The  solution  X = 0 of  (7)  is  inadmissible,  for  that  would  make 
y = 1 by  (5),  and  then  (2)  would  not  be  satisfied.  Hence  we 
deduce  zl  = 2 from  (7),  and  then  from  (6)  and  (8)  we  deduce 


■V.  - - 


2 

7 ’ 


Now  to  determine  whether  a minimum  is  thus  obtained,  we 
must  form  the  expression  for  hU  correct  to  the  second  order; 
now  we  have  exactly 


SCr=£|I(p  + Sp)«- 


I + 

2 p yt  + bi 


and  therefore  to  the  second  order. 


y.J 
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thus 


By  integrating  by  parts  we  have 

J^^dv  = ^(x8y-Jx8pdx'); 

8U=f‘li(8py  + ffix8p}dx 


+ 


y.‘ 


\ if1 

Now  — j = — 3,  and  — I ydx=  — 1 ; thus  finally 

y,  yJo 

SU=lft(Sp+^)'  dx  + lw, 

so  that  we  have  obtained  a minimum. 

370.  Stegmann  gives  on  his  page  395  one  application  of  the 
formula  relating  to  double  integrals  which  we  will  reproduce. 

Suppose  we  have  to  find  a surface  of  minimum  area  under  the 
condition  that  the  length  of  the  boundary  is  given. 

The  equations  which  must  hold  at  the  boundary  are  the  first 
two  of  equations  (13)  of  Art.  114. 


Here 


r=v(i  + ^+0. 


V ’ V ’ 

, _ d (dx\  _ d*x  da  . _ d (dy\  <Py  da 
h~~dz\da)~~d?irz'  dz[fa)  ~~dai  dz' 

Thus  the  equations  are 
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By  ordinary  transformations  these  equations  become  respectively 

V(l+*'  + O-«^@  + *,3?)-0 <’>• 

5^-^- <2>‘ 

and  this  is  the  form  in  which  Stegmann  gives  them. 

He  now  takes  another  condition,  namely  that  z shall  be  constant 
round  the  boundary,  so  that  round  the  boundary 

dz  = z'dx  + Z'dy  — 0 (3), 

and  since  z is  constant  round  the  boundary  (2)  gives 

z,dx  — zdy  = 0 (4). 

From  (3)  and  (4)  we  have  round  the  boundary 

z’  - 0 and  = 0. 

Also  (1)  becomes  round  the  boundary 

, d'y  ds  . ... 

1-‘’3?3S  = 0 <5>- 


From  (5)  by  integration  we  obtain  the  equation  to  a circle  of 
which  the  radius  is  numerically  equal  to  c ; that  is,  the  projection 
of  the  boundary  on  the  plane  of  {x,  y)  is  a circle. 

Then  Stegmann  observes  that  this  cannot  give  a minimum 
area  but  a maximum  area,  since  the  boundary  is  supposed  to  be 
a closed  curve.  But  the  result  may  be  made  usefirl  by  modifying 
the  problem.  The  modification  appears  to  be  that  the  projection  of 
the  boundary  shall  be  a four-sided  figure  having  for  two  of  its 
sides  fixed  straight  lines  perpendicular  to  the  axis  of  x,  and  the 
other  two  sides  remaining  to  be  determined  and  each  being  of  given 
length.  Then  Stegmann  says  these  other  two  sides  should  be  arcs 
of  circles  with  their  convexities  turned  towards  each  other. 


28—2 
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371.  This  chapter  is  intended  to  give  an  account  of  the  minor 
treatises  on  the  Calculus  of  Variations.  It  includes  all  the  separate 
works  which  have  come  to  the  writer’s  knowledge,  but  does  not 
attempt  to  notice  every  case  in  which  a chapter  has  been  devoted 
to  this  subject  in  the  course  of  a general  work  on  analysis.  A few 
such  cases  have  been  however  included  in  the  present  list. 


372.  Brunacci.  A treatise  on  the  Calculus  of  Variations 
occupies  pages  166 — 255  of  the  fourth  volume  of  Brunacci’s  Corso 
di  Matematica  SMime.  Florence,  1808.  t 

Brunacci  begins  with  some  general  remarks  similar  to  those 
which  we  have  given  in  Art.  363  after  Stegmann.  He  considers 
the  case  in  which  F(x,  y)  is  to  be  a maximum  or  minimum  by  the 
variation  of  y,  and  then  the  case  in  which  F(x,  y,  p)  is  to  be  a 
maximum  or  minimum  by  the  variation  of  y and  p or  of  one  of 
them ; and  he  gives  Lagrange’s  example ; see  Art.  3.  He  makes 
some  brief  remarks  on  the  history  of  the  subject,  and  states  that 
Lagrange  had  finally  relieved  it  from  any  consideration  of  infini- 
tesimal quantities;  he  proposes  to  follow  Lagrange’s  method  in 
discussing  the  subject.  He  does  not  use  the  symbol  By,  but 
instead,  where  t is  supposed  indefinitely  small  and  a>  an  arbitrary 
function. 


/♦ 


In  finding  the  maximum  or  minimum  value  of  an  integral 
dx  he  first  supposes  that  <f>  contains  only  x and  y ; he  illustrates 
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this  by  two  examples  taken  from  Euler’s  Mcthodus  Inveniendi ..., 
pages  39  and  40,  and  in  the  second  example  lie  agrees  with  Dirksen 
in  distinguishing  between  a maximum  and  a minimum  more  care- 
fully than  Euler  did ; see  Art.  52,  and  Dirksen,  page  202.  He  next 

supposes  .that  <f>  is  a function  of  x,  y,  andp,  and  that  j<f>dx  is  to  be 

made  a maximum  or  minimum;  this  case  he  illustrates  by  dis- 
cussing the  problems  of  the  shortest  line  and  the  brachistochrone. 
He  insists  on  the  propriety  of  separating  the  problems  which  occur 
into  two  parts,  one  depending  strictly  on  the  Calculus  of  Variations 
and  the  other  on  the  Differential  Calculus;  see  Arts.  90  and  91. 
He  says  that  this  idea  was  communicated  to  him  by  a distinguished 
scholar  and  mathematician  Paradisi,  and  that  Euler  himself  would 
have  judged  it  worthy  of  his  own  immortal  work,  the  Melhodus 

Inveniendi Accordingly  Brunacci  in  treating  the  problem  of 

the  brachistochrone  between  two  given  curves  first  supposes  the 
extreme  points  fixed  and  obtains  a cycloid  by  the  Calculus  of 
Variations  as  the  required  curve ; then  he  determines  by  the 
Differential  Calculus  the  position  which  the  cycloid  must  have 
when  its  ends  are  supposed  moveable  on  two  curves;  in  spite  of 
Brunacci’s  opinion  his  process  seems  longer  and  not  clearer  than 
that  usually  given  which  depends  on  the  Calculus  of  Variations 
solely.  Brunacci  next  supposes  that  <f>  is  a function  of  x,  y,  p, 

and  q,  and  that  the  maximum  or  minimum  of  j<f>  dx  is  required ; 

this  he  illustrates  by  examples  drawn  from  pages  61  and  247  of 
the  Methodus  Inveniendi 

Brunacci  supplies  investigations  of  the  terms  of  the  second  order 
for  distinguishing  between  maxima  and  minima  values ; he  repeats 
the  investigation  to  which  we  have  alluded  in  Art.  216;  he  says 
however  that  it  is  now  presented  in  a better  form. 

Brunacci  gives  some  account  of  problems  of  relative  maxima 
and  minima,  and  considers  a few  simple  examples. 

With  respect  to  the  variation  of  double  integrals  he  gives  an 
investigation  which  is  correct  so  far  as  it  goes ; see  Art.  29.  He 
applies  the  result  to  obtain  the  differential  equation  to  the  surface 
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which  is  a minimum  among  those  which  include  the  same  volume. 
He  says  however  that  owing  to  the  difficulty  of  integrating  partial 
differential  equations,  to  the  difficulty  of  determining  the  arbitrary 
functions  which  occur  in  the  solutions,  and  to  other  difficulties 
which  arise  from  the  nature  of  the  problems,  very  little  can  be 
effected  in  this  part  of  the  subject;  in  his  own  words  “ ...  siamo 
sopra  una  spiaggia  da  cui  si  scopre  un  mar  senza  fine,  e non  ci 
b dato  per  anche  d’inoltrarvisi,  onde  fare  delle  scoperte.” 


It  would  appear  from  his  page  248  that  Brunacci  considered 
that  his  treatise  on  the  Calculus  of  Variations  might  be  contrasted 
favourably  with  those  which  had  been  previously  published.  It  iB 
not  however  very  accurate  in  language  or  investigation ; we  have 
already  in  Art.  208  pointed  out  an  objectionable  statement,  and  we 
will  now  indicate  some  others.  Brunacci  says  on  his  page  168  that 
rh 

I f (x)  dx  is  the  sum  of  all  possible  values  of  f(x)  between  those 
J a 

which  correspond  to  x = a and  x=A;  this  amounts  to  overlook- 

rh 

ing  the  dx  w'hich  occurs  in  the  symbol  | fix)  dx.  On  hi3 


page  245  he  interprets  the  equation  xy  = 3z'  to  mean  that  the 
vertical  ordinate  is  a third  of  the  rectangle  of  the  horizontal  co-ordi- 
nates, instead  of  saying  that  the  square  of  the  vertical  ordinate  is  so ; 
here  he  had  previously  given  the  statement  correctly.  On  his  page 

229  he  discusses  the  maximum  or  minimum  of  Jifr  dx,  where  yfr  is  a 

function  of  Z,  and  Z =[%/(!+ p*)  dx.  We  have  already  considered 


a case  of  this  problem  in  Art.  368.  Brunacci  by  an  obscure  method 
arrives  at  a differential  equation,  and  he  shews  that  when  a certain 
constant  c'  vanishes  the  solution  is  p = 0 ; but  this  he  says  is  only 
a particular  solution.  It  will  be  seen,  however,  on  his  page  230 
that  he  requires  a to  vanish  at  the  limits,  and 


cVd+y8) 

P 


so  that  his  solution  leads  necessarily  to  c = 0. 
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373.  Lacroix.  An  elementary  treatise  on  the  Differential  and 
Integral  Calculus,  by  S.  F.  Lacroix.  Translated  from  the  French. 
Cambridge,  1816. 

This  work  contains  a brief  treatise  on  the  Calculus  of  Varia- 
tions on  pages  436—463,  and  706 — 711.  The  treatise  has  been 
described  with  great  justice  as  “singularly  confused  and  unin- 
telligible.” 

374.  Gergonnc.  Gergonne’s  Annales  de  MathSmatiques 

Vol.  13,  1822,  pages  1 — 93. 

Tins  memoir  is  on  the  investigation  of  the  maxima  and  minima 
of  undetermined  integral  formulae.  Gergonne  considers  that  with 
many  persons  the  Calculus  of  Variations  is  merely  a mechanical 
process  of  which  they  do  not  comprehend  the  spirit.  He  proposes 
to  shew  that  the  questions  of  maxima  and  minima  for  which  this 
Calculus  was  principally  invented  can  be  treated  in  the  clearest  and 
briefest  manner  by  the  principles  of  the  ordinary  Differential  Cal- 
culus. He  docs  not  .use  the  distinctive  notation  of  the  Calculus  of 
Variations;  thus  for  what  is  usually  denoted  by  Sy  lie  puts  t'F, 
where  i is  an  indefinitely  small  quantity  and  Y is  an  arbitrary 
function. 

This  memoir  seems  of  no  great  use;  any  student  who  could 
understand  it  could  understand  the  ordinary  exhibitions  of  the 
Calculus  of  Variations.  The  distinctive  notation  of  the  Calculus  of 
Variations  has  always  been  considered  one  of  its  great  advantages, 
and  nothing  is  gained  by  discarding  this  notation.  There  are  also 
passages  in  this  memoir  which  would  probably  appear  more  difficult 
to  a beginner  than  the  corresponding  passages  in  the  ordinary 
treatises.  Thus,  for  example,  we  may  refer  to  the  way  in  which 
Gergonne  shews  that  the  integrated  and  the  unintegrated  part  of 
the  variation  of  an  integral  must  separately  vanish  in  order  that  the 
integral  may  be  a maximum  or  a minimum. 

The  memoir  is  written  with  remarkable  diffuseness.  As  an 
instance  the  following  may  be  noticed.  When  Gergonne  is  dis- 
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cussing  the  question  of  the  shortest  line  he  obtains  these  two 
equations, 

£ ?- Q ^ t =0 

dz  \/(l  + «'*  + y*)  ’ dz  V(1  + x'*  + y'*)  ’ 

and  instead  of  inferring  at  once  that 

x . y 

-rr% * «r  = a constant,  and  -77- — ^ 7-  = a constant, 

V(l  + x +y  ) * V(1  + x + y ) 

he  devotes  a page  to  performing  the  differentiations  first  and  then 
retracing  his  steps  by  integration ; and  he  makes  a temporary  mis- 
take in  the  course  of  his  process  by  omitting  ^ in  the  fifth  line  of 
his  page  36.  Page  89  is  quite  wrong ; the  equations  in  the  fourth 
line  are  false,  since  they  ought  to  involve  the  partial  differ- 
ential coefficients  of  S ; the  equations  given  by  Gergonne  would 
make  the  osculating  plane  of  the  curve  perpendicular  to  its  tan- 
gent. 

The  following  paragraph  forms  the  last  of  Gergonnc’s  memoir. 

In  conclusion  we  must  ask  the  indulgence  of  the  reader  for  the 
numerous  imperfections  and  even  errors  which  may  be  found  in 
this  memoir.  If  we  may  believe  what  is  stated  by  Dr  Prompt  in  a 
small  treatise  published  in  1820,  the  work  even  of  the  illustrious 
Lagrange  on  this  subject  is  not  free  from  objections.  The  em- 
barrassing notation  of  that  great  mathematician  on  the  one  hand, 
and  the  brevity  of  Dr  Prompt  on  the  other  hand,  have  prevented 
us  from  ascertaining  to  what  extent  these  objections  are  well 
founded ; but  this  is  a point  to  which  we  will  return  on  another 
occasion. 

[It  does  not  appear  that  Gergonne  ever  returned  to  the  subject. 
The  present  writer  has  not  seen  any  other  notice  of  Dr  Prompt’s 
work.] 

375.  Ampfcre.  Gergonne’s  Annales  de  MathSmatiquea 

Vol.  16,  1825,  pages  133—167. 

This  memoir  is  an  exposition  of  the  principles  of  the  Calculus 
of  Variations,  and  is  said  to  have  been  drawn  up  by  Ampfcre  for  his 


Digitized  by  Google 


AMPERE.  VERDAM.  VERHUL8T. 


441 


course  of  lectures  at  the  Polytechnique  School.  It  constitutes  such 
an  elementary  treatise  on  the  Calculus  of  Variations  as  is  frequently 
given  in  works  on  the  Differential  and  Integral  Calculus,  and 
presents  no  peculiarity.  After  establishing  the  formula  for  the 
variation  of  an  integral  Amphre  shews  that  in  order  that  the 
integral  may  be  a maximum  or  a minimum  the  two  parts  of  the 
variation  must  separately  vanish.  This  he  shews  by  supposing 
in  the  first  place  that  the  limiting  values  of  the  variables  and 
of  the  differential  coefficients  are  given;  then  the  part  of  the 
variation  which  remains  under  the  integral  sign  must  vanish  be- 
cause the  other  part  vanishes  of  itself.  Next  he  supposes  that 
the  limiting  values  are  not  given ; still  it  is  in  our  power  to  sup- 
pose such  a variation  as  leaves  the  limiting  values  unchanged, 
and  this  variation  must  be  zero,  so  that,  as  before,  the  part  under 
the  integral  sign  must  vanish.  Gergonne  himself  says  in  a note 
that  Ampiire  is  the  first  who  has  shewn  distinctly  that  the  part 
of  the  variation  which  is  under  the  integral  sign  must  separately 
vanish,  and  he  admits  that  his  own  memoir  was  unsatisfactory  on 
this  point. 

376.  Verdam  and  Verhulst.  The  subject  of  maxima  and 
minima  appears  to  have  been  proposed  for  a prize  exercise  in 
the  University  of  Leyden  in  1823.  Essays  by  Verdam  and 
Verhulst  obtained  prizes;  they  were  published  in  1824.  The 
title  of  the  two  essays  is  the  same  ...Commenlatio  ad  Qucestionem 
Mathematicam  ...  in  Academia  Lugduno-Batava  ...  propositam  ... 

Verdam’s  essay  occupies  100  quarto  pages ; from  page  76  to 
the  end  is  devoted  to  the  Calculus  of  Variations.  The  writer 
confesses  that  he  has  a very  imperfect  knowledge  of  this  branch 
of  the  subject.  Some  of  the  ordinary  formulas  are  given,  but  the 
demonstrations  are  only  sketched,  and  reference  is  made  to  La- 
croix for  the  details ; a few  of  the  usual  problems  are  given  in 
illustration.  The  essay  is  not  free  from  error ; we  may  refer  for 
example  to  the  treatment  of  the  limiting  equations.  Verdam  says 
in  effect,  that  in  a term  of  the  form  A8y,  if  the  limits  of  y are 
fixed  we  still  have  .4  = 0,  whereas  the  term  vanishes  because 
By  = 0 and  the  relation  A = 0 does  not  in  general  hold.  And  on 
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his  page  94  he  gives  an  example  from  Euler’s  Methodus  Invent - 
endi ...  page  88,  which  he  treats  by  means  of  that  formula  given 
by  Lacroix  which  we  have  discussed  in  Art.  38.  Verdam’s  re- 
sult is  correct  for  the  case  which  Euler  considers  in  which  L 
is  a function  of  II,  but  is  not  true  if,  as  Yerdam  says,  L is  a 
function  of  a:  and  y. 

Yerhulst’s  essay  occupies  30  quarto  pages ; about  three  pages 
are  devoted  to  the  formula  of  the  Calculus  of  Variations,  and 
three  more  to  some  of  the  common  problems. 

377.  Verhulst.  There  is  another  essay  by  Verhnlst,  which 
is  on  the  Calculus  of  Variations  exclusively.  This  obtained  a 
prize  which  was  offered  in  1823  by  the  University  of  Ghent,  and 
was  published  in  1824  under  the, title  ... Cornmentatio  ad  Quccs- 
tionem  Mathematicam  ...  Academia}  Gandavensiu  propositam.... 

The  essay  contains  a brief  sketch  of  the  subject,  and  discusses 
seven  problems ; it  gives  some  account  of  the  application  of  the 
subject  to  Mechanics,  and  demonstrates  the  principle  of  least 
action.  It  is  chiefly  remarkable  for  grave  errors. 

378.  Airy.  In  Airy’s  Mathematical  Tracts,  published  at  Cam- 
bridge in  1826,  twenty-three  pages  arc  devoted  to  the  Calculus 
of  Variations.  These  pages  form  an  excellent  elementary  treatise 
on  the  subject.  The  author  in  his  preface  speaks  of  the  subject 
as  the  “most  beautiful  of  all  the  branches  of  the  Differential 
Calculus.”  He  says  of  his  treatise,  “ by  adhering  rigorously  to 
principles,  by  exemplifying  every  formula,  and  by  avoiding  the 
investigation  of  useless  theorems,  the  author  hopes  that  he  has 
removed  many  of  the  difficulties  which  have  been  thought  to  beset 
this  theory.” 

The  fourth  edition  of  the  Mathematical  Tracts  was  published 
in  1858 ; the  treatise  on  the  Calculus  of  Variations  is  here  increased 
by  two  pages,  namely  pages  240  and  241  of  the  work. 

379.  Bordoni.  Lezioni  di  Calcolo  Sublime.  Milan,  1831. 
This  work  is  in  two  octavo  volumes;  the  Calculus  of  Variations 
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occupies  pages  192 — 298  of  the  second  volume.  Bordoni  adopts 
the  method  and  notation  of  Lagrange  which  we  have  described 
in  Art.  15 ; and  the  work  is  rendered  extremely  perplexing  by  the 
profusion  of  dots  and  dashes  and  affixes  with  which  the  symbols 
are  loaded.  Scarcely  any  examples  are  given  in  illustration  of 
the  theory.  This  appears  to  be  the  first  elementary  work  which 
introduced  Poisson’s  formulae  for  the  variations  of  the  differen- 
tial coefficients  of  a function  of  two  independent  variables;  see 
Art.  262. 

We  will  notice  a few  points  in  the  treatise  in  detail. 


380.  Two  examples  of  the  use  of  Variations  are  given  by 
Bordoni  on  his  pages  261 — 265,  which  we  will  briefly  explain. 

I.  Suppose  a fixed  surface  and  two  fixed  points  outside  it ; let 
a string  have  its  extremities  fixed  to  these  points,  and  let  it  be 
stretched  and  kept  in  contact  with  the  surface  by  means  of  a 
point  moving  on  the  surface  and  against  the  string;  thus  the 
whole  string  consists  of  four  portions,  namely  two  straight  lines 
outside  the  surface  and  two  curved  portions  on  the  surface.  The 
moving  point  will  trace  out  a locus  on  the  surface  after  the 
manner  in  which  an  ellipse  is  traced  out  on  a plane  by  a moving 
point  which  stretches  a string  having  its  ends  fixed.  Then  the 
locus  traced  on  the  surface  has  this  property  analogous  to  a 
property  of  the  ellipse;  the  tangent  at  any  point  of  the  locus 
makes  equal  angles  with  the  two  curved  portions  of  the  string 
meeting  in  that  point.  This  we  shall  now  prove.  The  string  is 
inextensible,  and  therefore  the  sum  of  the  variations  of  the  four 
parts  is  zero.  Let  x,  y,  z denote  the  co-ordinates  of  a point  in 
one  of  the  curved  portions,  so  that  the  length  of  this  portion  is 


fv(  1 


+y'*+z't)clx  between  proper  limits,  where  y stands  for  ^ 

and  z'  stands  for  . The  variation  of  this  integral  according 
to  the  usual  notation  consists  of  an  integrated  part 

Vii+y  + «;«»  + V(i  +y*  + 0 
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and  an  unintegrated  part 

- Jj(8y-y'S*)  ^ V(r+  ^+7*)  + (S~  -z’Bjr")  fa  +y*+o} 

Now  this  unintegrated  part  vanishes,  because  we  know  from 
statical  considerations,  that  the  curved  portions  of-  the  string  assume 
the  forms  of  the  lines  of  maximum  or  minimum  length  on  the 
surface,  and  for  such  lines  the  unintegrated  part  of  the  variation 
of  the  length  of  an  arc  vanishes.  We  have  therefore  only  the 
integrated  part  remaining,  and  this  may  be  put  in  the  form 

Bx  + y'By  4-  z'Bz 

V(i+y'*+0  ’ 

that  is,  Bs  cos  <f>,  where  Bs'  = Bx'  + By'  + Ss’,  and  is  the  angle 
between  two  lines,  one  having  its  direction-cosines  proportional  to 
Sx,  By,  Sz  respectively,  and  the  other  having  its  direction-cosines 
proportional  to  1,  y,  s'  respectively. 

Now  at  the  point  which  is  common  to  one  of  the  straight 
portions  of  the  string  and  one  of  the  curved  portions,  Ss  and  <f> 
have  the  same  values  for  each  portion ; so  that  the  two  terms 
which  are  thus  contributed  to  the  variation  of  the  whole  length 
cancel.  Then  at  the  point  common  to  the  curved  portions  Bs  is  the 
same  for  the  two  portions,  and  therefore  <f>  must  have  the  same 
value  in  order  that  the  whole  variation  may  vanish. 

II.  Suppose  one  end  of  a string  fixed  to  a point  in  a curve 
on  a fixed  surface ; and  let  the  string  be  stretched  so  that  a part 
is  kept  in  contact  with  this  curve,  a part  kept  in  contact  with  the 
surface,  and  a part  is  free  from  the  surface.  Then  whatever  may 
be  the  position  of  the  string,  provided  that  the  three  parts  are  kept 
stretched,  the  third  part  is  always  a normal  to  the  surface  traced 
out  by  its  free  end. 

This  is  proved  in  the  same  manner  as  before.  Let  f,  ij,  f be 
the  co-ordinates  of  the  free  end ; x,  y,  z the  co-ordinates  of  the 
point  where  the  string  leaves  the  surface.  Let  a,  be  the  length 
of  the  straight  portion,  a,  the  length  of  the  part  which  is  only  kept 
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on  tlie  surface,  s,  the  length  of  the  part  which  is  kept  against 
the  curve.  The  whole  variation  of  «,  + «,  + s,  must  be  zero.  The 
unintegrated  part  of  the  variation  of  ®,  vanishes  as  before;  the 
only  variation  in  sa  is  that  which  is  produced  by  lengthening  or 
shortening  the  portion  in  contact  with  the  curve ; and  this  variation 
is  cancelled  by  the  corresponding  term  in  the  integrated  part  of 
the  variation  of  sr  The  variation  of  s,  so  far  as  it  depends  on 
the  variation  of  the  point  (x,  y,  z)  is  cancelled  by  the  corre- 
sponding term  in  the  integrated  part  of  the  variation  of  st.  Thus 
that  part  of  the  variation  of  s,  which  arises  from  the  variation 
of  the  point  (£,  17,  £)  must  separately  vanish. 

But  V -(«-0*+(y- *)• +(«-*)•, 

therefore  (*~  fl  % + fr' ~ v)  + (« ~ A ^=0; 

si 

this  equation  shews  that  two  lines  are  at  right  angles,  namely 
the  line  which  has  its  direction-cosines  proportional  to  8£,  By,  B£ 
respectively,  and  the  line  which  has  its  direction-cosines  pro- 
portional to  x — £,  y - 77,  z — f respectively.  This  proves  the 
theorem. 


381.  On  pages  281 — 298  of  his  work,  Bordoni  discusses  the 
criteria  for  distinguishing  between  maxima  and  minima  values; 
here  he  follows  the  methbd  of  Legendre.  Suppose  we  have  to 

investigate  the  maximum  or  minimum  of  j<p  ( x , y,  y')  dx.  The 

terms  of  the  first  order  are  supposed  treated  in  the  usual  way 
We  have  then  to  examine  the  sign  of 


where 


A 


I {A(By)'  + 2BByBy'  + C(By')'}dx, 

_d'<f>  p d*<f>  p_d1<f> 

~ dy"  *-dydy" 


Now  we  have  identically,  whatever  a may  be, 


A (By)'  + 2 B By  By'  + C (By')' 

= (A~d)  (By)'  + 2 (B  - a)  By  By’  + C (By’)'  + {a  (*)*}’. 
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Thus  the  above  integral  becomes 

a (%)*  + /{ (A  - a')  (8y)*  + 2 [B- a)  by  by'  + C (by')'}  <fe. 

Then  if  a can  be  found  so  as  to  make 

( A — a')  G greater  than  (B  — a)*, 

the  sign  of  the  expression  remaining  under  the  integral  sign  will 
be  the  same  as  the  sign  of  C ; and  thus  we  shall  be  able  to 
determine  whether  there  is  a maximum  or  a minimum. 

A suitable  value  of  a may  be  found  thus.  Let  c be  the  least 
value  of  C between  the  limits  of  integration,  b the  least  value  of 
A — B1]  find  fx  from  the  equation 

(h  + n')  c = fx', 

. ...  . 1+  lee  <e 

so  that  fj-  = V(t>e) ^ , 

1 — he  'Jc 

where  k is  a constant. 

Then  a=B—fi  is  a suitable  value.  For 

b + n’  is  less  than  A - B + y!,  and  c less  than  C ; 

therefore  (b  + /x)  c is  less  than  C (A  — B’  + fx), 

that  is  C (A  — B'  + ft')  is  greater  than  /x1, 

that  is  C (A  — a)  greater  than  (B  — a)*. 

Bordoni  does  not  however  allow  for  the  exceptions  which  may 
arise ; thus  in  applying  the  test  to  a geodesic  line,  he  says  that 
such  a line  is  a line  of  minimum  length,  which  we  know  is  not 
necessarily  the  case. 

382.  One  of  the  investigations  which  Bordoni  gives  is  in- 
tended to  discriminate  between  the  maximum  and  minimum  of 

j<f>  ( x , y,  e,  y,  z)  dx  when  a relation  F (x,  y,  z,  y,  z)  = 0 is  sup- 
posed to  hold.  In  this  case  by  the  use  of  a multiplier  X we  find 
that  we  have  to  investigate  the  sign  of  the  terms  of  the  second 
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order  in  the  variation  of  J(<f>  + XF)  dx.  These  terms  form  a poly- 
nomial of  the  second  degree  in  Sz',  By',  Sz,  By ; then  Sz'  is  eliminated 
by  means  of  the  relation 


dF.  , dF.,dF.  dF . 

+_8y  +_&+_.8y_0. 

We  thus  obtain  under  the  integral  sign  a polynomial  of  the 
second  degree  in  By,  Bz,  By,  say 

A ( By Y + 2 BByBy'  + + G ( By 

J'(4>  + \F)  n d?{<f>  + \F)  t<T  (<f>  + \F) 

'd -jjk  b 2r  + ^ fa*  > 


dy 


dy  dz 


where 


dF 


dz' 


This  polynomial  is  then  modified  by  adding  to  it  the  term 
{a  (8y)’  + 2/9  ByBz  + 7 (Sz)’}'  and  taking  away  the  same  term,  in 
the  manner  of  the  preceding  article.  Then  a (Sy),+2/98y&+7(8z)’ 
is  brought  outside  the  integral  sign,  and  the  polynomial  under  the 
integral  sign  involves  a,  fi,  y and  their  differential  coefficients. 
The  polynomial  under  the  integral  sign  may  then  be  arranged 
by  the  theorem  given  in  Art.  260 ; and  finally  by  properly  choosing 
the  values  of  a,  /S,  7 we  may  make  the  polynomial  have  the  same 
sign  as  G.  Thu3  we  have  a minimum  if  G be  positive  throughout 
the  limits  of  the  integration,  and  a maximum  if  G be  negative 
throughout  the  limits  of  the  integration. 

This  general  result  Bordoni  applies  to  two  special  cases. 
First,  suppose  that  <f>  involves  only  x,  y,  z and  y , and  that  F 
is  of  the  form  z — yfr  lx,  y,  z,  y) ; then  the  case  coincides  with 
that  considered  by  Brunacci,  and  the  result  is  the  same  as  he 
obtained;  see  Art.  206. 


Next,  suppose  <f>  (x,  y,  z,  y,  z’)  reduces  to  z ; 
comes 


X 


(d*F 

w 


+ 2 r 


d*F  d'F\ 

dy'dz  dz ”/  " 


then  G be- 
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Bordoni  says  that  this  is  equal  to  — X y>  -yj , because 

d'F  d'F  , d'F  dFcTz’ 
dy"  + dy'dz  +r  dz"  + dz'  dp  ~ ’ 

which  is  altogether  inadmissible. 

383.  In  Klttgel’s  Mathematisches  Worterbuch,  Vol.  5,  1831, 
an  article  occurs  on  Variationsrechnung  which  occupies  pages 
600 — 715.  This  article  presents  nothing  remarkable.  The  early 
part  of  it  is  encumbered  with  useless  generalities.  It  concludes 
with  a brief  sketch  of  the  early  history  of  the  subject,  accompanied 
with  some  references  to  writers,  chiefly  of  the  18th  century. 

384.  Momsen.  Elementa  Calculi  Variationum  ratione  ad 
analysin  injtnxtorum  quarn  proxime  accedente  tractata.  Altona, 
1833. 

This  treatise  was  written  as  an  exercise  for  a degree  in  the 
University  of  Kiel ; it  occupies  73  quarto  pages.  In  the  intro- 
duction the  author  treats  of  the  different  ways  in  which  the 
notion  of  "a  variation  lias  been  presented  by  mathematicians,  and 
gives  the  preference  to  that  which  has  been  adopted  by  Euler, 
Lagrange,  Ohm  and  Strauch ; see  Art.  334.  The  work  consists 
of  four  sections  besides  the  introduction.  The  first  section  con- 
siders the  maxima  and  minima  values  of  single  integrals.  The 
second  section  considers  the  maxima  and  minima  values  of  com- 
pound expressions,  such  as  an  integral  which  involves  another 
integral,  or  the  product  of  two  integrals,  or  the  quotient  of  one 
integral  by  another  integral.  The  third  section  considers  pro- 
blems of  relative  maxima  and  minima  values.  The  fourth  section 
considers  the  maxima  and  minima  values  of  double  integrals.  The 
treatise  possesses  no  merit  as  regards  the  theory  of  the  subject; 
it  may  be  considered  as  a collection  of  examples  taken  almost 
entirely  from  Euler’s  Methodus  Inveniendi...  Momsen  however 
adds  to  the  solutions  given  by  Euler  some  investigations  of  the 
terms  of  the  second  order  in  order  to  distinguish  between  maxima 
and  minima  values.  Momsen  ascribes  no  variation  to  the  inde- 
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pendent  variable  in  his  solutions,  nor  does  he  make  any  changes 
in  the  limits  of  his  integrations ; all  investigations  respecting  the 
limiting  values  of  the  quantities  which  occur  he  considers  to 
belong  to  the  ordinary  Differential  and  Integral  Calculus ; see  his 
pages  27 — 29. 

We  will  make  some  remarks  on  certain  parts  of  the  treatise. 

385.  On  his  page  14  Momsen  shews  that  J (2xy  — y1)  dx  is 

a maximum  when  y = x;  Euler,  in  the  memoir  to  which  we  have 
referred  in  Art.  22,  erroneously  stated  that  the  result  is  a minimum. 
On  his  page  15  Momsen  discusses  an  example  given  by  Euler 
in  his  Methodus  Inveniendi...  page  41  ; see  Art.  52.  Momsen 
agrees  with  Dirksen  in  correcting  Euler’s  statement  as  to  the 
nature  of  the  result.  See  Dirksen,  page  204,  and  also  page  7 of 
the  preface  to  Ohm’s  work,  entitled  Die  Lehre  vom  Grossten  und 
Kleinsten. 


On  his  pages  18  and  19  Momsen  considers  the  problem  of  the 
solid  of  least  resistance.  In  examining  whether  the  result  ob- 
tained is  really  a maximum  or  a minimum  Momsen  makes  a 
mistake  in  his  work ; the  mistake  occurs  in  the  last  two  lines  of 

page  18,  where  he  has  7--  6^-s  instead  of  - • lienee, 

(.1  +p  ) (1  +P  ) 

he  erroneously  concludes  that  the  solid  is  really  a solid  of  maxi- 
mum resistance,  and  he  says,  “ hinc  igitur  satis  perspicitur,  ex  hac 
quaestione,  quae  in  omnibus  fere  libris  de  hoc  argumento  conscriptis 
occurrere  solet,  soluta  parum  sane  emolumenti  ad  societatem  hu- 
manam  redundare.”  The  true  results  respecting  this  problem 
have  been  given  by  Legendre  in  the  memoir  which  we  'have 
cited  in  Art.  197. 


On  his  pages  32 — 34  Momsen  examines  the  problem  of  finding 

the  maximum  or  minimum  of  the  product  of  Jy  dx  and  J a/(1  +/>’)  dx. 

The  result  apparently  obtained  is  a circle,  but  Momsen  shews  that 
there  is  really  neither  a maximum  nor  a minimum ; Strauch  arrives 
at  the  same  result  on  page  541  of  his  second  volume.  Euler 

29 


Digitized  by  Google 


.450 


MOMSEN. 


erroneously  concluded  that  a circle  convex  to  the  axis  of  abscissas 
would  give  a maximum ; see  the  Methodus  Inveniendi ...  page  149. 


386.  On  his  pages  35 — 37  Momsen  discusses  a problem  given 
by  Euler  in  his  Methodus  Inveniendi ...  pages  122 — 126.  It  is 
required  to  find  the  curve  in  which  II  is  a maximum  or  minimum, 
where  II  is  to  be  found  by  the  differential  equation 


dll  —gdx  + all"  </(l  +i>5)  dx  — 0 (1). 

* 

This  is  easily  seen  to  be  a problem  in  Dynamics ; the  curve  is 
required  down  which  a particle  must  move  so  as  to  acquire  a 
maximum  velocity,  supposing  a resistance  varying  as  the  2nth  power 
of  the  velocity.  Strauch  has  considered  the  case  in  which  n = 1 , 
but  in  examining  the  terms  of  the  second  order  he  has  made  a 
mistake ; see  Art.  337.  Momsen  also  is  wrong  in  his  investigation 
of  the  terms  of  the  second  order.  We  will  here  examine  the 
problem  briefly.  We  shall  denote  initial  and  final  values,  by  the 
suffixes  0 and  1 respectively,  and  we  shall  suppose  II0  given.  Sup- 
pose II  receives  an  increment  811 ; then  from  (1)  retaining  terms 
of  the  second  order,  we  have 


<2811  + anir- 811  V(I  +/)  dx  + + Mdx  = 0 ...  (2) , 

where  ^ 


2 M=  an  (n  - 1)  II"-*  (811)’  V(1  +?)  + 


2a/iII*-,8nip  Bp 
V(1  +?)  + 


an*  (Bp)* 
(1 +!>•)*  ’ 


Multiply  (2)  by  X,  where  X is  a function  of  x at  present  undeter- 
mined, and  integrate ; thus 


+!2  [Hn-ve+r-)  -1}  ot-*84  srn&j  «*>-•. 


Now  as  X is  in  our  grower,  we  may  assume 

an  xrr~l  v (i  +/)-^=° 


(3); 
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then  the  coefficient  of  By  must  vanish  in  the  expression  under  the 
• integral  sign  in  order  that  (811),  may  be  of  the  second  order ; thus 


aX  n> 
V(i  +i>*) 


= a constant 


C say 


(4). 


Moreover  it  will  be  necessary  that  the  terms  outside  the  in- 
tegral sign  in  the  value  of  (811),  should  vanish.  If  the  initial  and 
final  points  are  fixed,  these  terms  vanish  because  8y0  and  8y,  are 
then  zero ; if  these  points  are  not  fixed,  we  should  require  G = 0, 
and  this  would  lead  to  p = 0,  and  so  the  required  curve  would 
become  a vertical  straight  line.  We  take  the  former  supposition, 
namely  that  y0  and  y,  are  constants. 


From  (4)  by  taking  logarithms  we  can  get  an  expression  for 
^ Sxi  ’ e<lua*e  this  to  the  value  given  by  (3),  and  substitute  for 

from  (1) ; thus  we  shall  finally  obtain 


n^  = -"3JP(1  +/) (5)- 

Thus  we  now  have 

(X8II),  = - [X,X3fJx, 
j* 0 

so  that  (SII),  is  of  the  second  order. 


Now  it  is  shewn  by  Euler  that  we  can  proceed  one  step  further 
in  the  integration  and  obtain  II  as  a function  of  p.  Strauch  having 
obtained  II  as  a function  of  p,  differentiates  with  the  symbol  8,  and 
thus  he  obtains  a relation  between  811  and  Bp,  and  by  using  this 
relation  he  simplifies  the  expression  for  Jf;  see  his  Vol.  n. 
page  445.  He  thus  in  fact  assumes  that  the  velocity  is  the  same 
particular  function  of  p both  for  the  curve  which  we  suppose  to  be 
under  examination  and  for  an  adjacent  curve ; this  is  altogether  in- 
admissible. Thus  Strauch’s  equation  xxvi  is  not  true ; moreover 
in  the  equation  immediately  preceding  instead  of  2Lmw  under  the 
integral  sign  hfe  ought  to  have  iLmw. 


Although  the  way  in  which  Strauch  tries  to  connect  811  and 
Bp  is  inadmissible,  yet  by  another  method  we  may  find  an  expression 

29—2 
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for  811  which  may  be  used  in  transforming  M.  If  (1)  could  be 
integrated  so  as  to  give  II  in  terms  of  p for  any  curve,  we  could  . 
connect  811  and  Bp ; but  this  integration  cannot  be  effected.  But 
from  (1)  we  have  universally  to  the  first  order 

Let  anir*1  V(1  +jp*)  be  denoted  by  Q and  ^ ^y  80 
that 

^ + QBU+EBp  = 0, 


therefore  ^ (/^8II)  + ^RBp  = 0, 

and  by  integrating  from  xe  to  x 

e^SII  = - I*  en**R  Bp  dx. 
J* 0 


The  last  result  is  universally  true ; and  tvlien  we  apply  it  to 
the  curve  under  consideration  we  may  put  X for  (/Qdx  and  C for  \R ; 
thus 

X 811  = - | GBp  dx  = - CBy,  supposing  By0  = 0. 


If  we  use  this  relation  we  can  remove  811  from  M,  and  thus 
express  M as  a function  of 'the  variations  By  and  Bp. 


Momsen’s  investigation  of  the  terms  of  the  second  order  is 
wrong.  If  his  process  be  followed  out  correctly,  the  result  obtained 
expressed  in  our  notation  will  be 


2(XSII)l  = 


an  XW'p  sn 
V(1  +/) 


+ 


qX  II"  8;>| 

(1 +pT 


dx 


+ c '/'■  By  |n  (n  - 1)  aOT*  V(1  +/)  ^ ^ fcj  dx ; 

and  if  we  put  — X 811  for  CBy,  this  result  agrees  with  that  which  we 
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hare  obtained.  But  Morasen  assumes  that  because  (611),  is  zero  to 
the  first  order,  therefore  SIT  is  so  also ; by  this  error  he  obtains 


a<x.sn),— P1— + 

■U  (i+?y  j*o 


By  integration  by  parts  tie  second  term  gives 
G f* i . , d an  n*'1/) 


in  this  form  Momsen  leaves  it,  and  asserts  that  there  is  a maximum ; 

so  that  he  appears  to  assume  that  — vjl^y)  *s  necessarily 
positive. 


We  may  remark  that  although  Momsen  does  not  explicitly  say 
so,  yet  from  the  beginning  of  his  page  36  it  appears  that  he  takes 
n0  to  be  given  and  also  y0  and  yr 


387.  Some  remarks  may  be  made  on  a problem  which  Momsen 
discusses  on  his  pages  45  and  46.  The  problem  is  a particular 
case  of  the  second  of  the  two  famous  isopcri metrical  problems  pro- 
posed by  James  Bemouilli.  Bemouilli’s  problem  is  the  following; 

let  s denote  j V(1  +p')  dx,  and  <f>  (s)  any  function  of  a;  then  the 

relation  between  x and  y is  required  which  makes  I <f>  (s)  dx  a maxi- 

ma 

mum  or  minimum  while  I VO  +p')  dx  has  a given  value,  a being 
J 0 

a constant.  In  the  figure  which  is  usually  given  to  illustrate  this 
problem  it  is  in  fact  assumed  that  <f>  ( s ) vanishes  when  x = 0 and 
when  x = a ; this  limitation  is  altogether  unnecessary,  and  is  never 
regarded  in  the  solution.  The  enunciation  implies  that  the  limiting 
values  of  x are  constants.  The  usual  figure  makes  the  limiting 
values  of  y both  zero;  this  limitation  is  also  unnecessary,  it  is 
sufficient  that  the  limiting  values  of  y should  be  constants.  Thus 
the  figure  may  be  drawn  as  in  figure  11,  and  the  enunciation  be 
given  thus ; A and  B are  fixed  points,  it  is  required  to  find  a curve 
A SB  of  given  length  such  that  the  area  OEDF  may  be  a maxi- 
mum or  a minimum  where  PN  is  always  a given  function  of  AS. 
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Since  | <f>{s)dx  is  to  be  a maximum  or  minimum  while 

fa  ' o 

I V(1  +p')  dx  is  constant,  we  proceed  to  find  the  maximum  or 
j o 

of  J j</>  (s)  + X V(1  +jo’)|  dx.  We  can  then  apply  the 


minimum 
formula  of  Art.  38,  supposing  that 


The  integrated  part  of  8 f Vdx  in  that  formula  vanishes  because 

the  limiting  values  of  x and  y are  constant ; hence  for  a maximum 
or  minimum  we  have 

P+{A-I)F  — & constant  = C say, 

therefore  \p  + [A  — I)  p — C *J{  1 +pr), 

.C 

therefore  X + A — -fp*) (1); 

by  differentiating  we  obtain 

dl  -C  dp 
25  p*V(i  +i>*)  dx  ’ 


that  is 

+p-)£< 

therefore 



therefore 

therefore 

dy  0 

dx  (7,  — <f>  («)  ’ 

therefore 

dy  C 

ds  V[ C’+fC, -*(.)}■]’ 

and 

C,-4>(a) 

ds  V[C‘+{C,-^  (,)}']• 
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From  the  last  two  equations  x and  y must  be  found  in  terms 
of  s ; two  constants  already  appear,  and  two  more  will  occur  in  the 
integrations  for  finding  x and  y.  These  constants  must  be  de- 
termined from  the  consideration  that  when  s = 0 the  values  of 
x and  y must  be  the  co-ordinates  of  the  given  point  A,  and  when  a 
is  equal  to  the  given  length  the  values  of  x and  y must  be  the 
co-ordinates  of  the  given  point  B.  A different  view  of  this  part 
of  the  solution  is  given  in  De  Morgan’s  Differential  Calculus, 
page  468. 


In  the  particular  case  considered  by  Momscn  <f>(s)  = s ; thus 
dy  _ C 
dx~  0,-a’ 


and  this  shews  that  the  curve  must  be  a catenary 


having  its  directrix  parallel  to  the  axis  of  y.  And  thus  we  see  that 
the  ordinary  figure  with  A and  B on  the  axis  of  x is  impossible  in 
the  present  case,  because  a catenary  cannot  be  cut  in  two  points  by 
a straight  line  perpendicular  to  its  directrix. 

We  proceed  to  investigate  the  terms  of  the  second  order  in 
the  variation  of  J Jcf>  (s)  + X d(l  + /)!■  dx  in  the  particular  case  i 
which  (s)  = s. 


in 


We  have  to  the  second  order 


pfy> 


(Sp)‘ 


V(l+/)  2(1+/) 


dx. 


Thus  the  required  terms  consist  of 


111 


‘(Sp)'dx  , 


q 


dx. 


(!+/)’  (!+/)’ 

And  [dx  [ r.M-^.1  =X[‘M. fo  _ [ zJSr>'d*. 

J Uo  (1  + b*)*J  Jo  (1  + J fl  + «*» 


.w„re 

Jo  L-'o  (1+/)’J  * o (1+/)* 


(1  +/)* 


Thus  the  expression  to  be  examined  becomes 
1 f “ (X  + a — a:)  (Bp)'  dx 
(!+/)’ 
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We  must  now  consider  the  sign  and  value  of  X. 
(1),  by  supposing  x — a,  we  obtain 


From  equation  (2) 

ds_Cd/)' 
dx  ~ p‘  dx  ’ 


From  equation 


(3). 


therefore 


Hence  by  the  nature  of  the  catenary  it  may  be  shewn  that  X is 
numerically  equal  to  the  distance  of  the  point  B from  the  directrix 
of  the  catenary. 

Suppose  in  the  first  place  that  the  ordinate  of  A is  less  than  that 
of  B;  if  the  catenary  is  concave  to  the  axis  of  x,  then  X is  negative 
and  is  numerically  greater  than  a,  so  that  X + a — x is  negative  and 
we  have  a maximum ; if  the  catenary  is  convex  to  the  axis  of  x, 
then  X is  positive  and  we  have  a minimum.  Next  suppose  that  the 
ordinate  of  A is  greater  than  that  of  B;  if  the  catenary  is  concave 
to  the  axis  of  x,  then  X is  positive  and  we  have  a minimum ; if  the 
catenary  is  convex  to  the  axis  of  x,  then  X is  negative  and  is  nume- 
rically greater  than  a,  so  that  X 4-  a — x is  negative  and  we  have  a 
maximum. 


The  last  eight  lines  of  Momsen’s  investigation  are  unsatisfac- 
tory ; he  comes  to  the  conclusion  that  there  is  always  a minimum. 
He  argues  thus ; let 

JV  = f {«  + X V(1  dx-, 

J 0 

by  integration  by  parts  we  have 


therefore 


j sdx  = sx  — j x^dx, 
f sd,-f  (a-x)*Ldc; 
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thus  TV  — f (\  + a —x)  >^(l  +p’)  dx. 

J ft 

lienee  Momsen  says  that  TV  is  of  the  same  sign  as  the  ex- 
pression of  the  second  order 

1 (X  + a — x)  (8/>)’  dx  _ 

2 K (1+p*)*  5 

and  this  is  true  from  what  we  have  given  although  Momsen  does  not 
prove  it.  Then  Momsen  concludes  that  the  result  necessarily  makes 
TV  a minimum.  This  is  inadmissible ; the  sign  of  W has  nothing 

to  do  with  the  question  of  the  maximum  or  minimum  of  I s dx. 

J o 

It  should  be  observed  that  the  solution  here  given  is  liable  to 
fail,  for  the  given  length  of  curve  may  be  too  great  to  constitute  an 
arc  of  a catenary  joining  the  two  given  points.  We  will  consider 
one  case,  and  treat  it  after  the  manner  of  Art.  352.  Let  kt  and 
be  the  ordinates  of  A and  B,  and  suppose  k0  less  than  . Suppose 
a maximum  is  required,  and  let  us  try  if  the  problem  can  be  solved 
by  supposing  the  curve  joining  A and  B to  be  made  up  of  a 
straight  line  of  length  ya  — kc  formed  by  producing  OA  through  A, 
and  an  arc  joining  the  point  (0,  y0)  to  B.  The  expression  which  is 
now  to  be  a maximum  is 


f {y.  “ + *}  <&>  where  s = [ d(l+P*)dx; 

J 0 Jo 

and  the  whole  length  is  y0-  k„+  f V(1  +j>*)  dx. 

J Q 

Thus  we  may  consider  that  we  have  now  to  firtd  the  maximum  of 

f {yo-*o  + « + xV(l+/)}^a:  + X(y0-iJ, 

J 0 

that  is  of  | {s  + X V(1  + J>*)}  dx  + (o  + X)  (y„  — k0). 

J ft 


The  only  point  in  which  the  solution  will  differ  from  that 
formerly  given  is  in  the  terms  outside  the  integral  sign.  We 
have  (o  + X)  $y„  from  the  term  (a  + X)  y0 ; and  there  is  the  term 
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( P+  AF—IP')  m in  the  notation  of  Art.  38,  which  gives  us  — CSy„. 
Thus  we  require  that 

At-  X — C = .(5). 

We  have  already  stated  that  from  (4)  it  follows  that  X is  nume- 
rically equal  to  the  distance  of  B from  the  directrix  of  the  catenary ; 
then  from  (3)  it  follows  that  C is  numerically  equal  to  the  para- 
meter of  the  catenary,  that  is,  to  the  distance  of  the  directrix  from 
the  nearest  point  of  the  curve.  And  if  the  catenary  is  concave  to 
the  axis  of  x both  X and  C are  negative.  Thus  we  shall  deduce 
from  (5)  that  the  catenary  must  touch  the  axis  of  y at  the  point 

(°»  iO- 

This  holds  so  long  as  y0  is  not  greater  than  kr  If  we  cannot 
consistently  with  the  given  length  have  y,  not  greater  than  kt,  we 
must  make  the  catenary  convex  to  the  axis  of  x aud  make  it  touch 
the  axis  of  y at  the  point  (0,  ya). 

If  a minimum  be  required,  the  curve  consists  of  a catenary 
beginning  at  A and  ending  at  the  point  (a,  yt),  and  having  its 
tangent  parallel  to  the  axis  of  y at  this  point ; and  the  length  con- 
sists of  that  of  the  arc  of  the  catenary  together  with  that  of  the  line 
joining  the  points  (a,  y,)  and  (a,  &,). 


388.  The  following  problems  relating  to  the  maxima  and 
minima  values  of  double  integrals  are  solved  in  Momsen’s  fourth 
section,  the  limits  of  x and  y being  supposed  given  in  all  cases. 


(1)  The  maximum  of  jj  z (x?+y*—az)  dxdy ; this  is  in 
Strauch,  Vol.  ii.  page  562. 

(2)  The  maximum  of  JJ |2  + ys  + z*)  — ^ j dx  dy. 

(3)  The  minimum  of  |J|«  Vfc’  + y’)  + ~ (z  — cY^dxdy. 

(4)  The  surface  of  maximum  or  minimum  area  having  a given 
boundary. 

(5)  The  Burface  of  maximum  or  minimum  area  among  all 
those  which  correspond  to  a constant  volume. 
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(6)  The  volume  of  a solid  being  given,  it  is  required  to  find  its 
bounding  surface  so  that  its  centre  of  gravity  may  be  at  a maxi- 
mum distance  from  the  plane  of  (x,  y).  This  problem  is  in  Strauch, 
Vol.  ii.  page  610.  The  problem  is  analogous  to  that  considered  in 
Art.  340 ; the  result  is  that  the  required  surface  is  a plane.  Both 
Momsen  and  Strauch  encumber  their  solution  by  not  paying  atten- 
tion to  the  remark  at  the  end  of  Art.  340. 

(7)  Among  surfaces  of  given  area  to  find  that  which  has  its 
centre  of  gravity  at  a maximum  distance  from  the  plane  of  (*.  y) ; 
the  differential  equation  of  the  required  surface  is  here  obtained, 
and  as  in  the  preceding  problem  the  investigation  is  needlessly 
encumbered. 

A general  formula  for  the  variation  of  double  integrals  is  given 
by  Momsen  from  Lacroix,  which  involves  the  errors  already  indi- 
cated ; see  Art.  27. 

389.  Besides  the  errors  we  have  already  noted  in  Momsen’s 
treatise,  a few  more  may  be  given. 

On  his  page  32  Momsen  is  speaking  of  the  determination  of  the 

constants  in  the  problem  we  have  given  in  Art.  65.  He  has  a con- 

, d 
bo  that  -j- 
ax 

This  equation  which  holds  for  a particular  value  of  x he  integrates, 
and  deduces  z = Cp*,  which  is  inadmissible. 

On  his  page  39  Momsen  is  speaking  of  the  determination  of  the 
four  constants  which  occur  in  the  solution  of  the  problem  of  the 
brachistochrone  in  a resisting  medium.  He  says  that  two  are  to  be 
determined  by  making  the  curve  pass  through  given  initial  and 
final  points;  he  proposes  what  he  considers  two  conditions  for 
determining  the  other  two,  but  these  two  conditions  amount  really 
to  only  one  condition.  The  condition  which  he  omits  is  that  the 
initial  velocity  must  be  supposed  given,  as  he  has  really  assumed 
at  the  top  of  his  page  38.  Remarks  similar  to  that  which  we  have 
noticed  in  Art.  387  as  occurring  in  the  last  eight  lines  of  Mom- 
sen’s  investigation  occur  in  other  places  of  Momsen’s  treatise ; see 
his  sections  36,  37,  and  40.  At  the  end  of  his  section  48  he 


dition  equivalent  to  A*  = 0, 


must  = 0 when  x—b. 
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assumes  without  any  proof  that  the  sign  of  C can  be  easily  ascer- 
tained to  be  positive  when  the  curve  is  convex  to  the  axis  of  * ; 
the  quantity  C is  the  same  as  that  denoted  by  M in  Strauch, 
• Vol.  II.  page  516,  and  its  sign  is  not  determined  by  Strauch.  In 
his  sections  38  and  58  Momsen  retains  terms  which  are  absolutely 

zero,  in  the  same  way  as  J tydx  is  zero  in  Art.  340. 

390.  Abbatt.  A Treatise  on  the  Calculus  of  Variations,  by 
Richard  Abbatt.  London,  1837. 

This  is  a volume  in  foolscap  octavo,  of  207  pages,  with  a preface 
of  1 1 pages.  The  writer  in  his  preface  refers  to  Lacroix,  Lagrange, 
Euler,  Woodhouse  and  Airy ; and  on  page  203  he  refers  to  Pois- 
son’s memoir.  He  appears  to  have  used  Poisson’s  memoir  also  on 
his  pages  18,  62,  115 — 121  and  194 — 203.  Nevertheless  he  gives 
on  his  pages  192  and  193  the  erroneous  formula!  which  we  have 
noticed  in  Arts.  39  and  40.  He  gives  the  correct  formula!  on  his 
pages  197  and  198,  but  his  mode  of  obtaining  them  is  not  satis- 
factory. 

The  treatise  contains  numerous  examples  selected  from  preced- 
ing writers  on  the  subject. 

391.  De  Morgan.  In  Professor  De  Morgan’s  Differential  and 
Integral  Calculus,  pages  446 — 475  are  devoted  to  the  Calculus  of 
Variations;  this  part  of  the  work  was  published  in  1840.  By 
adopting  a condensed  yet  expressive  notation  a large  quantity  of 
information  on  the  subject  is  compressed  into  a brief  space.  There 
is  no  investigation  of  the  terms  of  the  second  order,  but  with  this 
exception  the  student  is  introduced  to  all  the  important  parts  of  the 
subject.  In  the  formulae  respecting  the  variation  of  double  inte- 
grals the  limits  with  respect  to  both  variables  must  be  understood 
to  be  all  constants,  for  the  reason  which  we  have  given  in  Art.  28. 

On  pages  470  and  471  the  problem  of  the  brachistochrone  in  a 
resisting  medium  is  discussed,  and  the  way  of  determining  the  four 
constants  which  occur  is  carefully  explained.  Mr  De  Morgan 
observes  that  this  part  of  the  problem  is  omitted  in  silence  by 
Woodhouse  and  Lacroix,  and  that  “ Lagrange  merely  says  that  Sa, 
is  indeterminate,  but  docs  not  give  any  reason..."  Lagrange’s 
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meaning  is  to  be  found  however  from  what  he  had  previously  given 
on  page  465  of  the  Lemons  ...,  edition  of  1806  ; and  it  appears  from 
this  that  Lagrange’s  view  was  correct. 

We  may  observe  that  in  Stegmaun’s  discussion  of  the  problem 
the  constants  are  determined  in  the  same  way  as  by  Mr  De  Morgan  ; 
see  Stegmann’s  work,  pages  318 — 321.  Strauch  is  not  satisfactory 
on  this  point;  see  his  Vol.  n.  page  418. 

392.  Cournot.  Two  chapters  are  devoted  to  the  Calculus  of 
Variations  in  Cournot’s  Traiti  iUmentaire  de  la  Thlorie  des  Fonc- 
tions...  Paris,  1841.  These  chapters  occupy  pages  113 — 155  of  the 
second  volume  of  the  work ; they  form  a good  elementary  treatise 
on  the  subject.  It  should  be  observed  however  that  in  the  varia- 
tion of  double  integrals  Cournot  reproduces  the  error  which  we 
have  explained  in  Art.  27. 

393.  Hall.  The  Encyclopcedia  Metropolitan  contains  a brief 
treatise  on  the  Calculus  of  Variations  by  Professor  Hall.  It 
occupies  pages  209 — 226  of  the  second  volume  of  the  first  divi- 
sion of  the  Encyclopedia ; the  date  of  this  volume  is  1843.  The 
treatise  gives  the  usual  theory  so  far  as  terms  of  the  first  order  in 
the  variation  of  single  integrals,  and  applies  the  theory  to  a feW 
examples. 

394.  Bruun.  A Manual  of  the  Calculus  of  Variations.  Odessa, 
1848. 

This  is  an  octavo  volume  of  195  pages  in  the  Russian  language. 
The  difficulty  of  the  language  will  prevent  any  detailed  account  of 
the  work.  It  is  divided  into  four  parts.  The  first  part  occupies 
pages  1 — 36,  and  gives  the  variations  of  expressions.  The  second 
part  occupies  pages  37 — 56,  and  discusses  the  criteria  of  integrability 
of  expressions.  The  third  part  occupies  pages  57 — 181,  and  con- 
tains the  investigation  of  maxima  and  minima  values.  The  fourth 
part  occupies  pages  182 — 195,  and  consists  of  a sketch  of  the  history 
of  the  subject. 

In  the  third  part  of  the  work  the  terms  of  the  second  order  in 
the  variations  of  integrals  are  investigated  with  the  view  of  dis- 
tinguishing between  maxima  and  minima  values.  Bruun  takes  in 
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succession  the  case  in  which  the  function  under  the  integral  sign 
involves  only  x,  y and  y',  and  the  case  in  which  the  function  under 
the  integral  sign  involves  x,  y,  y and  y" . He  gives  both  Le- 
gendre’s method  and  Jacobi’s  method,  and  of  course  by  comparing 
the  results  of  the  two  methods  the  auxiliary  quantities  introduced 
by  Legendre’s  method  become  determined ; see  Art.  235. 

The  only  passage  in  the  third  part  which  presents  any  appear- 
ance of  novelty  is  that  on  pages  103 — 108.  After  having  finished 

the  discussion  of  the  method  of  Jacobi  applied  to  J<f>(x,  y,  y',  y")  dx, 

Bruun  intimates  that  this  method  is  very  complex,  and  that  he  will 
explain  another  method  of  discriminating  between  maxima  and 
minima  values,  given  by  Sokoloff.  He  does  not  however  do  more 
than  introduce  the  method  to  the  reader  and  refer  for  detail  and  ex- 
emplification to  the  memoir  of  Sokoloff.  The  title  of  this  memoir 
appears  to  be  Researches  on  a certain  point  of  the  Calculus  of  Varia- 
tions. Charkoff,  1842.  The  following  process  will  give  an  idea  of 
the  method  so  far  as  it  is  explained  by  Bruun. 

Suppose  we  are  investigating  the  sign  of  the  terms  of  the  second 

order  in  the  variation  of  [ ' <f>  [x,  y,  y’)  dx.  The  expression  we  have 
to  examine  may  be  written  thus, 

f M (%)’  + 2 BByBy  + C {By'Y\  dx, 

J X0 

where  A,  B,  C are  functions  of  x.  We  wish  to  know  if  this  ex- 
pression retains  the  same  sign  for  all  values  of  By  and  By' ; we  will 
test  this  by  ascribing  a certain  convenient  value  to  By. 

We  have  J [A  ( By )*  + 2 B By  By'  + C (%')’]  dx 

= J {(ASy +BSy’)  By+{BBy+  CBy')  By'}  dx 

= (BBy  + CBy')  By  +J{A8y  +BSy'~  £ (BSy  + CBy) } By  dx. 

Thus  if  we  choose  for  By  a value  which  makes 
ABy  + BBy'  - ~ ( BBy  + CBy')  = 0, 
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the  term  we  wish  to  examine  can  be  actually  integrated,  and  so  its 
sign  can  be  easily  ascertained.  Now  a value  of  By  which  will 
satisfy  the  above  equation  can  be  found,  supposing  that  we  can 
solve  the  differential  equation  which  arises  from  making  the  terms 

of  the  first  order  vanish  in  the  variation  of  J<f>  (x,  y,  y')dx;  see 

Art.  251.  Such  a value  will  be  of  the  form  where  /3, 

and  /3,  are  arbitrary  constants,  and  «,  and  w4  are  known  functions  of 
x.  Thus  {Bhy  + CBy')  By  will  be  a homogeneous  function  of  the 
second  order  of  the  arbitrary  constants  /9,  and  j3a,  and  so  we  may 
by  ordinary  methods  investigate  whether 

{(2%+  C8y')8yl-  {(B8y  + C8y')8y\0 
is  positive  or  negative  for  all  values  of  these  arbitrary  constants. 

Such  appears  to  be  essentially  all  that  Bruun  gives.  It  is 
obvious  that  by  this  method  we  may  in  some  cases  succeed  in 
shewing  that  a proposed  expression  has  neither  a maximum  nor 
a minimum  value ; but  it  does  not  appear  obvious  how  we  can 
deduce  a positive  test  which  shall  shew  when  a proposed  expression 
is  a maximum  or  a minimum. 

The  pages  193 — 195  of  the  work  contain  a list  of  references  to 
writers  on  the  subject.  In  this  list,  besides  the  memoir  of  Sokoloff, 
two  works  are  named  which  the  present  writer  has  not  had  an 
opportunity  of  consulting.  These  works  are  the  following. 

Textor.  Kurze  Darstellung  der  hohem  Analysis,  nebst  einem 
. Anhange  von  dem  Variationencalcul.  Berlin,  1809. 

Senff.  Elementa  Calculi  Variationum.  Dorpat,  1838. 

The  present  writer  is  indebted  to  the  kindness  of  Professor 
Bruun  for  a copy  of  his  Manual  of  the  Calculus  of  Variations. 

395.  Price.  A treatise  on  the  Calculus  of  Variations  forms 
part  of  the  second  volume  of  Professor  Price’s  Treatise  on  Infinilesi- 
mal  Calculus.  Oxford,  1854.  The  Calculus  of  Variations  occupies 
pages  234 — 334 ; and  there  is  an  application  of  the  subject  to  the 
conditions  of  integrability  on  pages  440 — 446.  The.  author  refers 
to  the  works  of  Euler,  Lagrange,  Poisson,  Jacobi,  Ostrogradsky, 
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Delaunay,  Strauch,  Jellett,  and  Schellbach.  The  treatise  gives  the 
usual  theory  of  the  variation  of  single  integrals ; it  explains  Jacobi’s 
method  of  distinguishing  between  maxima  and  minima  values ; it 
treats  copiously  of  geodesic  lines;  and  it  touches  briefly  on  the 
variation  of  double  integrals. 

396.  It  may  be  of  service  to  a student  of  Professor  Price’s 
work  to  refer  to  a few  points  in  which  he  may  find  some  dif- 
ficulty. 

In  Art.  93  we  have  given  Poisson’s  proof  of  a certain  relation, 
namely,  IJy  + Kz  — 0,  and  we  have  stated  in  Art.  94,  that  La- 
grange had  proved  this  relation  repeatedly.  Mr  Price  on  his  page3 
269  and  272  makes  a remark  which  amounts  to  assuming  that  this 
result  is  obvious  without  demonstration. 

On  page  270  some  remarks  arc  made  on  the  method  of  deter- 
mining the  arbitrary  constants  which  occur  in  solving  problems  in 
the  Calculus  of  Variations.  If  the  limiting  values  of  the  quantities 
are  not  restricted,  the  coefficients  of  the  terms  8x0,  Bxv  Sy0,  Sy,, ... 
must  be  equated  to  zero.  The  book  proceeds,  “ Suppose,  however, 
that  equations  are  given  connecting  the  variables  at  the  limits,  that 
is,  that  equations  are  given  between  x0  and  y0  and  between  x,  and 
y, : then  if  T = 0 is  the  integral  of  II  = 0,  there  will  be  given 


This  seems  unsatisfactory.  If,  for  example,  T = 0 then  T0  = 0 
and  T,  = 0 necessarily,  and  no  new  information  is  supplied  by  these* 
equations.  The  true  method  when  relations  are  given  between  the 
limiting  values  of  quantities  is  to  deduce  relations  between  the  vari- 
ations of  these  limiting  values ; thus  some  of  the  variations  are 
expressible  in  terms  of  the  others,  and  the  number  left  arbitrary  is 
diminished ; we  then  equate  to  zero  the  coefficients  of  these  re- 
maining variations,  and  the  equations  so  obtained  together  with  the 
given  relations  can  be  used  to  determine  the  arbitrary  constants. 

In  some  cases,  as  we  have  seen  in  Arts.  276  and  367  the 
number  of  arbitrary  constants  occurring  in  a solution  may  be  too 
small.  Mr  Price  speaks  of  such  a problem  as  indeterminate  on 
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page  270 ; it  should  rather  be  called  impossible,  for  the  problem 
cannot  be  solved  at  all,  unless  certain  restrictions  are  imposed.  See 
Mr  Jellett’s  Treatise,  page  44. 


On  page  274  instead  of  “ ...  F0  (a,  b)  =0,  F,  (a,  b)  — 0.  By 
means  of  which  four  equations  we  can  determine  jg  , a and  b,  and 
thereby  definitely  fix  the  line  whose  equation  is  (32),”  read 


<i 


K(x*>  y„)  = o»  Fi  (xk  i/i)  = 0 ; also 


« 0 * 


We  have  now  five  equations  for  finding  x0,  y0,  a?,,  y„  ^ .” 

An  important  mistake  occurs  on  page  296.  The  equations  (131) 
cannot  be  deduced  in  the  way  given  in  the  book.  Equations  (131) 
involve  important  properties  of  geodesic  lines,  but  the  equations 
(127),  (128),  (129),  (130),  from  which  the  book  deduces  (131),  are  not 
at  all  restricted  to  geodesic  lines.  Equations  (131)  may  be  proved 
thus ; we  may  shew  by  direct  investigation  that 

d\  _ dp  _ dv 
ds  d*x  — dx  d‘s  dsd'lg  — dyd's  ds  d'lz  — dz  d7s  ’ 


and  then  by  means  of  equations  (115)  of  the  book,  we  have 

* dk  _ dp  _ dv 

~U~~V~W’ 


On  page  307  we  read  “ suppose  a series  of  geodesic  lines  to 
originate  at  a point  (p, , vt)  and  to  touch  the  line  of  curvature  (p,) ; 
then  at  that  point....”  It  is  not  possible  to  have  a series  of 
geodesic  lines  passing  through  a point  and  touching  a given  line 
of  curvature.  In  fact  the  words  “originating  at  a point”  should 
be  omitted,  as  they  are  not  required  or  used. 

On  page  308  we  read  “ it  may  be  proved  in  the  same  way  as 
the  analogous  theorem  in  plane  geometry,  that  the  geodesic  radii 
vectorcs  make  equal  angles  with  the  curve  of  curvature.”  The 
proposition  in  question  has  been  assumed  to  be  true  in  writing  the 
equations 

dr,  = dp  cos  t,  drt  = — dp  cos  i, 

30 
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which  occur  immediately  before,  so  that  of  course  we  cannot  use 
any  consequence  drawn  from  these  equations  in  order  to  establish 
the  proposition. 

On  page  329  the  same  mistake  occurs  which  we  have  noticed 
in  Art.  232.  We  have  an  equation 

i0  zSHdx  = B'  {z)  +TxB'  (s)  ‘ 

and  it  is  stated  that  any  value  of  u which  makes  877  = 0 will  also 
satisfy  the  right-hand  member  of  the  equation.  Either  the  limits 
0 and  1 should  be  omitted  from  the  left-hand  side  and  then  the 
conclusion  is  that  any  value  of  u which  makes  877  = 0 will  make 
the  right-hand  member  equal  to  a constant ; or  if  the  limits  0 and  1 
are  retained  on  the  left-hand  side  the  right-hand  side  must  be 
written 


and  then  any  value  of  u which  makes  877 = 0 makes  this  expression 
vanish. 

397.  There  are  some  passages  in  the  treatise  which  do  not 
appear  treated  with  sufficient  detail  for  those  who  are  studying  the 
subject  for  the  first  time.  For  example,  the  process  of  page  258  of 
the  treatise  may  be  compared  with  Ostrogradsky’s  corresponding 
process,  which  we  have  reproduced  in  Art.  128.  The  statement  on 
page  283  respecting  the  equating  certain  ratios  to  a constant  quantity 
seems  to  need  explanation.  On  page  310  it  is  stated  that  the 
directions  of  the  principal  lines  of  curvature  at  any  point  of  an 
ellipsoid  are  evidently  parallel  to  the  principal  axes  of  a section  of 
the  ellipsoid  made  by  a plane  parallel  to  the  tangent  plane  at  the 
point  in  question ; they  are  parallel  but  not  evidently  so  without 
demonstration. 

398.  Meyer.  Nouveaux  iUments  du  Calcul  des  Variations. 
Lidge  et  Leipzig,  1856. 

This  treatise  consists  of  132  octavo  pages.  In  the  preface  the 
author  says  he  has  preserved  the  classification  of  variations  into 
simple  and  compound,  pure  and  mixed,  given  by  Strauch,  and  that 
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he  has  borrowed  from  the  profound  work  of  that  writer  the  formula 
for  the  variation  of  a double  integral  when  the  limits  of  the  first 
integration  are  themselves  susceptible  of  variation.  He  says  that 
he  has  given  a new  method  of  explaining  the  principles  of  the 
subject,  and  he  considers  this  method  to  have  the  threefold  advan- 
tage of  deducing  the  subject  from  Taylor’s  Theorem,  of  freeing  it 
from  the  consideration  of  infinitesimals,  and  of  freeing  it  from  any 
question  about  the  convergence  of  series.  As  he  only  proposed  to 
write  an  elementary  treatise  he  has  not  entered  upon  the  calculation 
of  the  variations  of  the  second  order.  He  says  that  for  isoperime- 
trical  problems  he  has  given  a method  which  is  substantially 
Euler’s,  but  that  he  has  introduced  a modification  which  removes 
some  objections  that  are  brought  against  the  methods  of  Euler  and 
Lagrange.  For  the  composition  of  the  treatise  he  has  consulted 
the  most  eminent  writers,  especially  Euler,  Lagrange,  Poisson, 
Dirksen,  Ohm  and  Strauch;  but  as  his  method  of  explaining  the 
principles  of  the  subject  differs  from  those  of  all  the  authors  whom 
he  consulted,  he  calls  his  treatise,  New  Elements  of  the  Calculus 
of  Variations. 

The  treatise  however  does  not  seem  to  possess  any  claims  to 
attention ; the  method  which  the  author  adopts  for  explaining  the 
principles  of  the  subject  would  probably  present  serious  difficulties 
to  a beginner.  Tn  many  of  his  earlier  formulae  Meyer  retains 
terms  of  a higher  order  than  the  first;  this  is  a useless  encum- 
brance, because  he  makes  no  use  of  those  terms  afterwards.  It 
should  be  added  that  the  book  has  been  obviously  printed  at  a press 
which  is  rarely  used  for  mathematical  works,  and  thus  it  presents 
an  awkward  and  almost  repulsive  appearance.  Meyer’s  method 
will  be  seen  from  the  following  example  which  he  gives.  Let  f{x) 
and  F[x)  be  two  functions  of  x\  form  the  equation 

f(z  + v)=F(x); 

from  this  we  may  find  for  ij  a value,  say  tj  = %(x),  so  that  iden- 
tically 

f{x  + S(x)}=F(x). 

Thus  the  original  function  f(x)  changes  its  properties  and  is 
transformed  into  F[x).  For  example, 

put  a (a:  + ij)  = sin  x, 

30—2 
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then 

and 


Bin  x --ax 

v~ > 


/ . sin  a:  — ax\ 

a f as  H 1 = am  x. 


Thns  if  y =/(*),  Meyer  puts 

Dy  — F (x)  —f  (x)  =f  (x  + if)  -/(*) 

dx  dx * 1 . 2 


= 8j/+os,y+ ••• 


Thus  with  him  By  = ^ 7;,  S’y  = ^ 77*,  where  17  is  an  arbi- 
trary function  of  a:. 

This  method  appears  unsatisfactory.  In  the  first  place  it  is 
deficient  in  generality.  The  usual  method  is  to  suppose  f(x) 
changed  into  <f>  {x,  t ) and  not  necessarily  into  the  restricted  form 
/(*  + <). 

Meyer  seems  to  want  to  consider  By  and  B?y  as  arbitrary 
and  unconnected;  this  however  is  not  the  case  in  his  system, 
for 

<Ty 

In  the  next  place,  a beginner  would  be  perplexed  by  the 
author’s  speaking  of  ij  as  a constant,  after  the  explanation  and 
example  which  have  been  given  of  it.  This  language  occurs  how- 
ever on  page  6.  Again,  on  page  22  we  have  this  process.  Having 

given  the  function  p = , in  which  x is  the  constant  element, 

required  Bp,  Brp, y being  a function  of  x. 
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We  have  by  definition 


p + Dp  = 


am {y + -Py) 


_ dmy  dmiy  1 dmS‘i/  . 

dx"  2 dx"  + ’ 


bnt  S2/  = ^V,  ! 

moreover  17  being  an  arbitrary  function  of  the  constant  element  x, 
we  must  regard  17, 77*, ...  as  constants....  Here  the  last  statement 
would  appear  obscure  to  a beginner. 

On  page  81  there  is  some  novelty,  but  it  cannot  be  com- 
mended. The  subject  of  isoperimetrical  problems  is  considered, 
on  pages  89  and  90;  but  it  is  not  obvious  what  modification  or 
improvement  the  author  has  made  of  the  common  method. 
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MISCELLANEOUS  ARTICLES. 


399.  The  present  chapter  contains  a brief  account  of  some 
miscellaneous  articles  connected  with  the  Calculus  of  Variations; 
the  connection  is  in  some  cases  very  slight,  but  it  is  useful  for 
purposes  of  reference  to  notice  all  the  articles  which  bear  on  the 
subject.  The  notices  will  take  the  articles  in  chronological  order. 

400.  Amptire.  Remarks  on  the  application  of  the  general  for- 
mula: of  the  Calculus  of  Variations  to  mechanical  problems. 

This  memoir  was  published  in  1805,  in  the  first  volume  of  the 
Memoires  prSsenUs  h V Inst  itut ...  par  Divers  Savans.  It  occupies 
pages  493 — 523  of  the  volume.  This  memoir  contributes  nothing 
to  the  theory  of  the  Calculus  of  Variations;  its  only  interest  arises 
from  its  relation  to  mechanics.  Lagrange  had  remarked  in  the 
Micanique  Analytique,  that  there  is  an  analogy  between  the  equa- 
tions of  equilibrium  in  mechanical  problems  and  the  equations 
furnished  by  the  Calculus  of  Variations  for  determining  the  maxima 
and  minima  values  of  integral  expressions.  Ampfere  makes  some 
general  remarks  on  this  analogy ; he  illustrates  his  remarks  by  the 
example  of  a uniform  inextensible  string  suspended  by  its  extre- 
mities and  acted  on  by  gravity.  In  connection  with  this  example 
he  indicates  several  properties  of  the  common  catenary. 

On  his  page  503  Ampere  makes  some  remarks  to  the  following 
effect.  The  Calculus  of  Variations  consists  of  two  parts,  one  in 
which  it  is  sufficient  to  attribute  variations  to  the  dependent  vari- 
ables only,  the  other  in  which  variations  must  be  attributed  to  all 
the  variables  dependent  and  independent;  writers  on  the  subject 
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have  however  confined  themselves  as  much  as  possible  to  the 
former  part.  The  theory  of  the  Calculus  of  Variations  is  therefore, 
according  to  Ampbre,  not  yet  established  upon  absolutely  rigorous 
principles.  There  remains  in  this  respect  a deficiency  in  Mathe- 
matics which  Ampbre  proposes  to  consider  elsewhere. 

It  does  not  however  appear  that  this  purpose  was  accomplished ; 
for  the  memoir  in  Gergonne’s  Annales ...  which  we  have  noticed 
in  Art.  375,  can  hardly  be  considered  of  sufficient  importance  to 
correspond  to  the  purpose  here  expressed.  On  his  page  516 
Ampbre  refers  to  some  other  memoir,  without  however  indicating 
where  it  is  to  be  found. 

401.  Lagrange.  The  first  volume  of  the  second  edition  of 
Lagrange’s  Micanique  Analytique  was  published  in  1811;  the 
second  volume  was  published  in  1815,  after  Lagrange’s  death. 
Lagrange  uses  the  notation  and  the  processes  of  the  Calculus  of 
Variations  freely  throughout  the  work,  but  the  great  interest  which 
belongs  to  his  investigations  is  derived  from  their  connection  with 
Mechanics.  The  theory  of  the  Calculus  of  Variations  receives  no 
accession  from  the  work. 

402.  Crelle.  In  the  article  Variationsrechnung  of  Kliigel’s 
Mathematisches  Worterbtich,  page  713,  reference  is  made  to  a work 
by  Crelle.  The  article  says,  “ Crelle’s  views  on  the  principles  of 
the  Calculus  of  Variations  seem  not  sufficiently  known ; they  are 
contained  in  his  Versuch  einer  rein  algebraischen  Darstellung  der 
llechnung  mit  verandlichen  Orbssen,  I.  Gottingen,  1813,  pages 
527 — 776.  The  numerous  new  symbols  render  the  work  difficult 
for  study.  The  application  to  maxima  and  minima  is  not  included 
in  the  work.”  The  present  writer  has  not  seen  this  work  by 
Crelle. 

403.  On  the  surface  of  minimum  area  between  given  limits. 

Gergonne’s  Annales  de  Mathemaliqucs,  Vol.  7,  page3  68,  99, 
143—156,  283—287.  1816. 

These  pages  contain  some  problems  proposed  for  solution ; the 
problems  are  particular  cases  of  the  question  of  the  surface  of 
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minimum  area,  various  conditions  being  given  with  respect  to  the 
limits  of  the  required  surface.  There  is  an  attempt  at  the  solution 
of  one  of  the  problems  by  M.  Tdddnat,  and  criticisms  on  this 
attempt  by  Gergonne ; Gergonne  also  make3  some  observations 
on  the  general  question. 

The  particular  case  considered  by  T^ddnat  is  the  following;  it 
is  required  to  determine  a surface  which  shall  pass  through  the 
inverse  diagonals  of  two  opposite  faces  of  a cube,  and  so  that  the 
area  of  the  portion  of  the  surface  intercepted  by  the  cube  may  be 
a minimum.  By  mechanical  considerations  relating  to  a flexible 
elastic  membrane,  Tdddnat  considers  that  he  proves  that  the  surface 

must  be  that  which  is  determined  by  the  equation  y = x tan  ~ . 

Gergonne  admits  that  this  surface  satisfies  the  general  partial 
differential  equation  for  a surface  of  minimum  area,  but  objects  that 
it  is  not  proved  that  this  surface  gives  the  solution  of  the  problem 
with  the  prescribed  limiting  conditions.  Gergonne’s  criticisms 
indicate  that  he  had  considered  the  problem  more  closely  than 
Tdd^nat  had. 

Gergonne  gives  an  interesting  account  of  the  circumstances 
which  drew  his  attention  to  these  problems.  A distinguished 
mathematician  informed  Gergonne  that  he  had  serious  doubts  as  to 
the  legitimacy  of  the  methods  given  in  the  Calculus  of  Variations. 
Gergonne  invited  him  to  write  an  article  upon  the  subject  which 
might  appear  in  the  Annalea  ... ; but  the  article  was  never  sent  for 
publication.  One  of  the  objections  of  the  distinguished  mathe- 
matician is  expressed  thus ; suppose  the  so-called  minimum  surface 
to  be  determined  by  conditions  which  preclude  it  from  being  a piano 
surface ; draw  any  plane  curve  upon  it ; then  remove  the  piece  of 
the  so-called  minimum  surface  which  i3  bounded  by  this  plane 
curve,  and  replace  it  by  a plane  having  the  same  boundary ; thus 
a surface  is  obtained  which  is  less  than  the  so-called  minimum 
surface.  Gergonne  replies  that  this  objection  only  amounts  to  a 
proof  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  draw  on  the  minimum  surface 
a plane  closed  curve ; and  this  impossibility  is  consistent  with  the 
fact  that  the  minimum  surface  has  at  every  point  its  principal 
curvatures  in  opposite  directions. 
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Gergonne  states  that  it  appeared  to  him  that  it  would  be  useful 
to  propose  certain  problems  relative  to  the  minimum  surface  in  which 
there  should  be  definite  limiting  conditions.  Besides  the  problem 
already  given,  the  following  are  proposed. 

To  find  the  surface  of  minimum  area  among  all  those  which 
are  bounded  by  the  curve  of  intersection  of  two  cylinders  of  the 
same  radius,  the  cylinders  having  their  axes  at  right  angles  to  each 
other,  and  the  axis  of  each  cylinder  being  a tangent  to  the  other 
cylinder. 

A quadrilateral  is  given  having  its  sides  not  all  in  the  same 
plane;  find  the  surface  of  minimum  area  among  all  those  which 
are  bounded  by  the  sides  of  this  quadrilateral. 

Find  the  surface  of  minimum  area  among  all  those  which  arc 
bounded  by  two  circles  given  in  magnitude  and  position. 

Find  the  surface  of  minimum  area  among  all  those  which  are 
bounded  by  the  sides  of  a given  square,  and  which  include  between 
themselves  and  the  square  a given  volume. 

Among  all  surfaces  which  are  bounded  by  the  sides  of  a given 
square,  and  which  have  within  this  boundary  a given  area,  find 
that  which  includes  between  itself  and  the  square  a maximum 
volume. 

No  attempts  seem  to  have  been  made  to  solve  these  problems, 
except  that  T6d<;nat  intimates  that  he  believes  that  no  continuous 
surface  can  be  found  as  a solution  of  a certain  special  case  of  the 
problem  in  which  the  given  boundary  is  a quadrilateral  having  its 
sides  not  all  in  the  same  plane ; sec  page  286  of  the  seventh  volume 
of  the  Annales. ... 

404.  Crelle.  Remarks  on  the  Calculus  of  Variations. 

These  remarks  form  part  of  a collection  of  mathematical  treatises 
published  by  Crelle  under  the  title  of  Sammlung  Mathematischer 
Aufsatze  und  Bemerkungen.  The  work  consists  of  two  octavo 
volumes;  the  first  was  published  in  1821,  and  the  second  in  1822, 
both  at  Berlin.  The  remarks  on  the  Calculus  of  Variations  occur 
in  the  second  volume ; they  occupy  pages  44 — 174.  These  remarks 
constitute  an  elementary  treatise  on  the  subject;  the  treatise 
however  does  not  seem  to  possess  any  special  merit,  and  the 


Digitized  by  Google 


474 


CKELLE.  MULLEE.  BOOLE. 


notation  ia  repulsive.  On  his  page  47  Crelle  refers  to  his  former 
work  on  the  subject,  but  not  in  terms  of  commendation;  see 
Art.  383. 

405.  Crelle.  Remarks  on  the  principles  of  the  Calculus  of 
Variations. 

This  memoir  forms  part  of  the  Transactions  of  the  Academy  of 
Sciences  of  Berlin  for  1833  ; the  date  of  publication  of  the  volume 
is  1835.  The  memoir  occupies  40  pages ; it  proves  the  ordinary 
formula;  for  the  variation  of  a single  integral,  both  for  constant 
and  variable  limits  of  integration.  The  method  and  notation  differ 
from  those  in  common  use,  but  present  no  obvious  advantages. 

406.  " Miiller.  On  establishing  and  extending  the  Calculus  of 
Variations.  Crelle’s  Mathematical  Journal,  Vol.  13,  pages  240 — 249. 
1835. 

This  article  contains  some  general  remarks  on  functions  without 
any  obvious  reference  to  the  Calculus  of  Variations.  At  the  end  of 
the  article  the  author  says  that  he  will  on  another  occasion  explain 
the  method  of  applying  these  remarks ; it  does  not  however  appear 
that  this  design  was  accomplished. 

407.  Boole.  On  certain  theorems  in  the  Calculus  of  Vari- 
ations, Cambridge  Mathematical  Journal,  Vol.  2,  pages  97 — 102. 
1840. 

The  author  says  at  the  beginning  of  this  article,  “ It  would 
perhaps  have  been  more  just  to  entitle  this  communication  ‘ Notes 
on  Lagrange.’  The  papers  from  which  it  is  selected  were  written 
towards  the  close  of  the  year  1838,  during  the  perusal  of  the 
Mecanique  Analytique."  The  article  contains  a simple  demonstra- 
tion of  a theorem  which  forms  the  basis  of  Lagrange’s  investigations 
on  the  great  problem  of  the  variation  of  the  arbitrary  constants. 
The  theorem  is  that  which  Mr  De  Morgan  speaks  of  as  “perhaps 
the  most  characteristic  specimen  of  the  genius  of  Lagrange  which 
could  be  given see  his  Differential  and  Integral  Calculus, 
page  532. 

, The  author  thu3  indicates  the  object  of  the  latter  part  of  his 
article.  “ I shall  now  proceed  to  demonstrate  from  the  general 
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transformed  equation  of  motion  the  principles  of  the  conservation  of 
living  forces,  and  of  least  action.  The  former  of  these  has  been 
thence  deduced  by  Lagrange.  I am  not  however  aware  that  the 
latter  has  been  obtained  from  the  same  equation,  either  by  the 
discoverer  of  the  Calculus  of  Variations,  or  by  any  subsequent 
author.” 

408.  Delaunay.  On  the  surface  of  revolution  which  has  its 
mean  curvature  constant.  Liouville’s  Journal  of  Mathematics,  Vol.  6, 
pages  309 — 315.  1841. 

When  we  investigate  the  problem  of  finding  the  surface  which 
with  a given  area  includes  a maximum  volume,  we  arrive  at  a 
certain  partial  differential  equation  which  expresses  that  the  sum  of 
the  principal  curvatures  at  any  point  of  the  surface  is  constant. 
Delaunay  proposes  to  determine  what  surface  of  revolution  has  this 
property.  He  finds  that  the  generating  curve  must  be  such  as 
would  be  traced  out  by  the  focus  of  a conic  section,  if  the  conic 
section  itself  were  to  roll  without  sliding  on  a fixed  straight  line. 
There  is  a note  by  Sturm  immediately  after  Delaunay’s  article,  in 
which  the  same  result  is  obtained  in  a different  manner.  The 
result  is  also  given  in  Mr  Jellett’s  treatise;  see  his  page  364. 

409.  Strauch.  Problems  in  the  Calculus  of  Variations. 
Grunert’s  Archiv  der  Mathematik  und  Physik,  VoL  3,  pages 
119—195.  1843. 

This  article  contains  some  problems  which  Strauch  published 
as  a specimen  of  his  work  on  the  Calculus  of  Variations.  The 
first  seven  pages  of  the  article  contain  some  introductory  remarks 
and  definitions,  and  then  follow  the  problems.  A few  of  the 
problems  relate  to  expressions  involving  neither  symbols  of  differ- 
entiation nor  symbols  of  integration ; the  remainder  relate  to  ex- 
pressions which  involve  differential  coefficients  but  not  integrals. 
All  these  problems  are  reproduced  by  Strauch  in  his  work. 

In  the  same  volume  of  Grunert’s  Archiv  ...  a few  remarks  are 
made  on  Strauch’s  article  by  Gopel ; these  remarks  occupy  pages 
405 — 407  of  the  volume.  Gopel  says  that  the  problems  of  the  first 
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kind  which  Strauch  considers  are  only  ordinary  problems  of  maxima 
and  minima  values;  and  he  makes  a few  other  observations. 
Gopel’s  remarks  did  not  convince  Strauch  of  the  necessity  of 
making  any  change,  as  the  parts  which  are  criticised  appear  again 
in  substantially  the  same  form  in  Strauch’s  work. 

410.  Laurent.  A memoir  on  the  Calculus  of  Variations  was 
written  by  Laurent  in  competition  for  the  prize  offered  by  the 
Academy  of  Sciences  at  Paris;  see  Art.  133.  Laurent’s  memoir 
was  sent  to  the  Academy  after  the  time  fixed  for  the  reception  of 
the  memoirs,  but  before  the  judges  had  published  their  award. 
A report  on  Laurent’s  memoir  i3  given  by  Cauchy  in  the  Comptes 
Rendu*  ...  Vol.  18,  pages  920,  921.  1844.  We  will  give  a trans- 
lation of  the  essential  part  of  this  report. 

The  application  of  the  Calculus  of  Variations  to  the  investi- 
gation of  the  maxima  and  minima  values  of  multiple  integrals 
required  especially  new  formula}  of  integration  by  parts  and  a new 
notation  which  should  afford  an  easy  expression  of  these  new 
formula:.  The  judges  of  the  prize  had  particularly  noticed  the 
paragraphs  relating  to  these  two  objects  in  the  memoir  of  Sarrus. 
The  corresponding  paragraphs  in  the  memoir  of  Laurent  are  also 
worthy  of  notice.  The  two  authors  have  employed  different  methods 
of  establishing  the  formula:  of  integration  by  parts.  'But  the 
formula:  are  in  reality  the  same  in  the  two  memoirs,  although  they 
are  expressed  by  two  distinct  notations.  We  may  add  that  when 
once  these  formulae  are  established  Laurent  uses  methods  analogous 
to  those  of  Sarrus  in  order  to  obtain  the  limiting  equations. 

The  memoir  of  Laurent  contains  besides  some  observations, 
which  are  not  without  interest,  respecting  the  different  ways  of 
verifying  the  limiting  equations. 

We  will  not  conceal  the  fact  that  among  the  methods  employed 
by  Laurent  some  may  be  considered  rather  as  methods  of  induction 
than  as  perfectly  rigorous  methods.  But  it  is  generally  very  easy 
to  verify  the  exactness  of  the  results  obtained  by  these  methods,  as 
the  calculations  commonly  can  be  easily  effected. 

To  sum  up  we  think  the  memoir  of  Laurent  deserves  to  be 


Digitized  by  Google 


LAURENT.  8TRAUCH.  ROGER.  GOODWIN.  477 

approved  by  the  Academy,  and  to  be  inserted  in  the  Recueil  des 
Savants  Strangers. 

We  may  add  that  the  memoir  does  not  seem  to  have  been 
printed  as  yet.  There  is  a report  on  two  memoirs  by  Laurent  in 
the  Comptes  Rendus  ...  Vol.  40,  pages  632 — 634.  1855.  The 

report  is  by  Cauchy,  and  it  gives  a short  account  of  the  scientific 
labours  of  Laurent  then  recently  deceased. 

411.  Strauch.  On  the  sign  of  the  second  variation  and  on 

relative  maxima  and  minima.  Grunert’s  Archiv  der  Mathematik 
und  Phgsik,  Vol.  4,  pages  39—68.  1844. 

This  article  contains  some  problems  in  which  the  second  vari- 
ation of  an  expression  is  examined  in  order  to  determine  whether 
the  expression  is  really  a maximum  or  a minimum ; and  some 
problems  of  relative  maxima  and  minima  values  are  discussed.  All 
these  problems  are  reproduced  by  Strauch  in  his  work. 

412.  Strauch.  Remarks  on  the  words  variation,  variable 

Grunert’s  Archiv  der  Mathematik  und  Physik,  Vol.  7,  pages 
221—224.  1846. 

This  article  contains  some  remarks  by  Strauch  on  some  of  the 
terms  used  in  the  Calculus  of  Variations;  the  remarks  are  repro- 
duced by  Strauch  in  his  work,  Vol.  I.,  pages  69 — 71. 

413.  Roger.  Essay  on  Brachistochrones.  Liouville’s  Journal 
of  Mathematics,  Vol.  13,  pages  41 — 71.  1848. 

In  this  essay  the  author  demonstrates  several  properties  relative 
to  brachistochrones.  He  considers  the  case  when  the  moving  par- 
ticle is  constrained  to  remain  on  a surface  as  well  as  the  case  of  a 
free  particle.  The  differential  equations  of  the  problem  are  obtained 
by  the  ordinary  principles  of  the  Calculus  of  Variations,  and  many 
interesting  results  are  deduced  from  these  equations. 

414.  Goodwin.  Cambridge  and  Dublin  Mathematical  Journal, 

Vol.  3,  pages  225—238.  1848. 

This  article  is  entitled,  On  certain  points  in  the  theory  of  the 
Calculus  of  Variations.  The  article  is  chiefly  devoted  to  the  expla- 
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nation  of  a certain  geometrical  conception  relative  to  variations. 
Suppose  x and  y the  co-ordinates  of  a point  in  a curve.  Then  it 
is  manifest  that  we  may  give  the  most  general  infinitesimal  vari- 
ation possible  to  the  position  of  the  point  ( x , y ) by  giving  it  a 
small  tangential  displacement  and  also  a small  normal  displace- 
ment. Let  the  tangential  and  normal  displacements  be  denoted 
by  t and  v respectively ; then  if  Sx  and  By  be  the  corresponding 
displacements  parallel  to  the  axes  of  co-ordinates,  and  ds  an  element 
of  the  arc  of  the  curve,  we  have 


t dx  s dy 


v = 


dy 

ds 


■ By 


dx 

ds’ 


and  these  are  equivalent  to 
E dx  dy 

Bx=Tds  + v-i’ 


By: 


dy  dx 
T!s  V ds’ 


The  variation  of  an  integral  is  then  expressed  so  as  to  involve  r 
and  v,  and  it  appears  that  t does  not  occur  at  all  in  the  uninte- 
grated part,  and  only  once  in  the  integrated  part. 

It  is  not  difficult  to  illustrate  geometrically  the  fact  that  r does 
not  occur  in  the  unintegrated  part.  The  unintegrated  part  may 

be  denoted  by  J Uvds,  and  then  the  equation  U=0  gives  the  firm 

of  the  curve  which  is  required,  and  it  is  manifest  that  a curve  may 
be  made  to  pass  into  another  which  differs  infinitesimally  from 
itself  by  a normal  variation  oidy,  and  that  in  fact  a tangential 
variation  can  have  no  effect  upon  the  form  of  the  curve,  because  if 
a point  receive  an  indefinitely  small  displacement  along  the  tangent, 
or  which  is  the  same  thing  along  the  curve,  it  still  remains  in  the 
same  curve. 

The  fact  that  r does  not  occur  in  the  unintegrated  part  of  the 
variation  of  an  integral  is  the  principal  topic  discussed  in  this 
article,  and  it  is  illustrated  and  developed  in  various  ways.  Three 
examples  are  given  of  the  application  of  the  formulas  which  are 
investigated. 

The  article  concludes  with  some  remarks  on  the  condition  of 
integrability  of  a function  V dx.  In  reference  to  the  well-known 
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equation  which  is  obtained  as  the  condition  the  author  says, 
“ I think  it  would  be  more  proper  to  say  that  the  equation  ex- 
presses a condition  of  V dx  being  a perfect  differential  rather  than 
the  condition,  for  it  is  nowhere  proved  that  there  may  not  be  an 
indefinite  number  of  other  conditions.”  It  must  however  be  re- 
marked here,  that  it  lias  been  distinctly  proved  that  the  equation 
referred  to  is  sufficient  to  ensure  that  V dx  should  be  integrable  as 
well  as  necessary  ; see  the  last  Chapter  of  the  present  work. 


415.  Yieille.  Cours  compUmentaire  d’ analyse  et  de  Mccanique 
rationelle.  Paris,  1851. 

This  valuable  work  contains  some  investigations  relating  to  our 
subject. 

An  excellent  demonstration  of  Lagrange’s  transformation  of  the 
equations  of  motion  in  Dynamics  is  given  in  pages  1 — 9. 


A chapter  entitled  Ddveloppements  sur  le  calcul  des  variations, 
occupies  pages  38 — 50.  This  chapter  contains  four  articles.  (1)  The 

investigation  of  the  maximum  or  minimum  of  jV dx,  where  V 

J Xn 


contains  x,  y,  z and  the  differential  coefficients  of  y and  z with 
respect  to  x;  and  an  equation  is  given  which  connects  the  variables 
and  differential  coefficients.  (2)  To  determine  the  conditions  which 
must  subsist  among  p,  q,  r which  are  all  functions  of  x,  y,  and  z, 

in  order  that  I (pdx  + qdy  + rdz)  may  retain  a constant  value 

J *o 

whatever  functions  of  t may  be  denoted  by  x,  y,  z;  the  conditions 
are  found  to  be  those  which  ensure  that  pdx  + qdy  + rdz  is  an 
exact  differential  with  respect  to  x,  y,  and  z,  considered  as  indepen- 
dent. (3)  Having  given  <fT  —p  dx  + q dy  + r dz,  where  x,  y,  z are 
any  functions  of  t,  and  p,  q,  r are  any  functions  of  x,  y,  z which 
may  also  contain  t,  it  is  required  to  determine  under  what  con- 
ditions we  shall  also  have  ST  =p  Sx  + q Sy  + r Bz ; the  conditions 
are  found  to  be  the  same  a3  in  the  preceding  example.  (4)  The 
example  just  given  is  now  modified  by  the  supposition  that  x,  y, 
and  z are  connected  by  a relation  z = F(x,  y) ; the  condition  now  is 
found  to  amount  to  this,  that  pdx  + qdy + rdz  must  be  an  exact 
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differential  after  one  of  the  variables  has  been  eliminated  by  means 
of  the  given  relation  z = F(x,  y). 


A chapter  of  exercises  on  the  Calculus  of  Variations  occupies 
pages  113 — 127.  Four  examples  are  discussed.  (1)  Among  all 
curves  of  given  length  which  are  terminated  in  two  fixed  points 
A and  B,  to  find  that  for  which  the  sum  of  the  products  of  each 
element  by  the  square  of  its  distance  from  the  line  AB  is  a maxi- 
mum. (2)  To  find  the  maximum  value  of  j ° >J{jda?  + dy*),  subject 
rx„  0 

to  the  relation  that  I \/(dx'  + dy*  + dA)  shall  be  equal  to  a given 
Jo 

constant.  This  question  admits  of  easy  geometrical  treatment,  but 
the  process  of  the  Calculus  of  Variations  does  not  completely 
succeed,  so  that  Euler’s  method  for  solving  problems  of  relative 
maxima  and  minima  appears  to  fail.  The  reason  appears  to  be, 
as  Vieille  conjectures,  that  the  second  integral  involves  a new 
variable  z which  is  quite  independent  of  the  other  variables  x and  y 
which  alone  occurred  in  the  first  integral.  (3)  Assuming  that 
<ffi  — Xdx+  Ydy  + Zdz,  it  is  required  to  find  the  curve  for  which 


T ds  is  a minimum ; the  result  is  that  the  curve  must  be  that 


which  a flexible  string  would  form  when  in  equilibrium  under  forces 
on  each  element  which  referred  to  a unit  of  length  of  string  would 
be  X,  Y,  Z,  respectively  parallel  to  the  axes  of  x,  y,  z.  (4)  To  find 
a curve  of  given  length  terminated  at  two  fixed  points  for  which 


y'dx  is  a maximum ; this  is  an  example  of  the  first  of  James 


Bemouilli’s  celebrated  isoperimetrical  problems;  see  Art.  387. 
Vieille  gives  a figure  similar  to  that  which  we  have  recommended 
in  Art.  387. 


Some  results  relative  to  brachistochrones  are  given  on  pages 
299 — 308  of  the  work. 


41G.  Cauchy.  Variations  employees  comme  clefs  algebriques. 
This  article  occurs  in  the  Comptes  Bendus  ...  Vol.  37,  pages 
57 — 64.  1853.  The  article  presents  nothing  of  interest  so  far  as  the 
Calculus  of  Variations  is  concerned ; it  merely  uses  the  symbol  S to 
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express  certain  infinitesimal  changes  in  the  values  of  arbitrary- 
constants.  At  the  end  of  the  article  Cauchy  promises  another 
article  on  the  subject.  The  student  who  wishes  for  information 
on  what  Cauchy  calls  clefs  algibriques  may  consult  the  Coniptes 
Rendus  ...  Vol.  36,  page  70,  and  a memoir  on  the  subject  in  Vol.  4 
of  Cauchy’s  Exercices  d' Analyse  et  de  Physique  Mathimatique. 

417.  Cauchy.  On  the  advantages  which  arise  from  the  intro- 

duction of  a variable  parameter  and  of  the  notation  of  the  Calculus 
of  Variations  into  some  of  the  principal  formula  of  infinitesimal 
analysis.  Comptes  Rendus,  Vol.  40,  pages  261 — 267.  1855. 

The  following  sentences  will  give  an  idea  of  this  article  by 
Cauchy. 

Let  m be  any  function  of  the  variables  x,y,z\  suppose 

« -/(«» y.  *) ; 

and  let  u,  be  the  value  which  is  obtained  from  u by  changing 
x,  y,  z into  x + h,  y + k,  z + l respectively,  so  that 

Mi  =/(*  + A,  y+&.  « + *)• 

Then  put  h = ah',  k = ah',  l = al' ; thus  u,  may  be  considered 
a function  of  the  parameter  a,  and  may  be  developed  by  Maclaurin’s 
theorem  in  a series,  which  we  may  express  thus ; 

a*  a8 

«t,  = m + a Sm  + j— - S*u  4-  jj  S’u  + ... 

This  notation  is  also  applied  by  Cauchy  to  the  case  of  a system 
of  differential  equations.  Cauchy  says  at  the  end  that  he  will 
give  another  article  on  the  subject. 

418.  Carmichael.  The  treatise  on  the  Calculus  of  Operations, 
published  by  Mr  Carmichael  in  1855,  contains  some  investigations 
bearing  upon  the  Calculus  of  Variations;  they  occupy  pages 
153 — 160  of  the  work.  These  investigations  include  generalisations 
of  the  results  which  occur  on  pages  253,  262,  and  340  of  Mr  Jellett’s 
treatise,  and  also  some  interesting  theorems  respecting  attractions. 
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419.  Braschmann.  On  the  Principle  of  Least  Action.  Bulle- 
tin...Physico-MatMmatique  de  V Acadimie...de  St  P&terabourg.  Vol. 
17,  pages  487 — 489.  1859. 

We  have  remarked  in  Art.  317  that  Ostrogradsky  criticises 
some  parts  of  Lagrange’s  Micanique  Analytique.  On  page  139  of 
the  16th  volume  of  the  Bulletin. ..de  St  Pttersbourg  we  read  that 
M.  Ostrogradsky  announced  a memoir  on  the  principle  of  least  action ; 
and  it  is  stated  that  he  considers  the  ordinary  enunciation  of  the 
principle  to  require  modification.  Braschmann’s  article  bears  on 
this  point.  It  does  not  appear  obvious  what  error  Ostrogradsky 
thinks  he  detects  in  the  common  account  of  the  principle.  We  will 
however  translate  part  of  Braschmann’s  article. 

Let  there  be  a system  of  masses  m,  m\  m",  m,'", ...  considered  as 
points  and  acted  upon  by  given  forces.  Let  X,  Y,  Z denote  the 
projections  of  the  accelerating  force  which  acts  upon  the  mass  in,  let 
v denote  the  velocity  of  this  particle  at  the  end  of  the  time  t.  Put 

hn  (Xdx  + Ydy  + Zdz)  = dU,  J-  Smv'  = T ; 

then  the  equation  of  motion  of  the  system  may  be  written  under  the 
following  form ; 

the  characteristic  8 relating  to  all  possible  displacements  of  the 
masses  m,  m,  m",  m"  ....  We  see  by  this  equation,  as  M.  Ostro- 
gradsky has  shewn  in  his  memoir  on  isoperimetrical  problems,  that 
in  the  passage  of  a system  from  one  position  to  another 

8 j(TL  + T)  <ft  = 0; 

that  is,  between  given  limits  the  integral  J(jl  + T)  dt  is  a maximum 

or  a minimum.  Nevertheless  in  the  treatises  on  Mechanics  which 
have  appeared  since  the  publication  of  this  memoir,  we  find  the 
principle  of  least  action  still  treated  after  the  manner  of  Lagrange. 
This  great  mathematician  replaces  in  the  equation  dll  = cfT  the 
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differential  d by  the  letter  8,  which  relates  to  possible  displace- 
ments, and  concludes  that 

2 fldt  or  JlZmvds 

must  be  a maximum  or  a minimum.  Although  it  seems  evident 
that  we  cannot  substitute  8 for  d in  the  equation  of  Vis  Viva,  yet 
it  will  perhaps  be  useful  for  those  who  are  studying  rational 
mechanics,  still  to  prove  by  a simple  example,  that  the  true  prin- 
ciple of  least  action  is  that  given  by  M.  Ostrogradsky,  and  that  we 
are  not  at  liberty  to  replace  d by  8 in  the  equation  of  Vis  Viva. 

Braschmann  then  proceeds  to  his  example.  It  merely  shews 
what  no  one  will  dispute,  that  d and  8 are  not  to  be  interchanged 
arbitrarily;  but  it  does  not  shew  that  there  is  any  error  in  the 
ordinary  conception  or  proof  of  the  principle  of  least  action. 

420.  In  the  second  edition  of  the  Catalogue  of  the  Library  of 
the  Observatory  of  Pulkova,  St  Petersburg,  1860,  the  titles  of  some 
treatises  occur  bearing  on  the  Calculus  of  Variations  which  the 
present  writer  has  not  had  the  opportunity  of  consulting.  These 
titles  are  the  following. 

Wiedebeck,  J.  S.  In  methodum  Variationum,  Upsal,  1823. 

Svanberg,  J.  In  Theortam  Maximorum  et  Minimorum,  Upsal, 
1830. 

Almquist,  E.  De  Pritmpiis  Calculi  Variationis,  I.  II.,  Upsal, 
1837. 

Senff,  C.  E.  Elemcnta  Calculi  Variationum  ...  Dorpat,  1838. 

LindelSf,  L.  L.  Variations-lcalkylens  theori  och  dess  anvand- 
ning ...  Hsfs,  1856. 

Popoff,  A.  Elements  of  the  Calculus  of  Variations,  Kazan, 
1856  (in  Russian). 

Simon,  O.  Die  Theorie  der  Variationsrechnung,  Berlin,  1857. 
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421.  The  following  chapter  contains  brief  accounts  of  some 
articles  and  memoirs  on  geometry  and  mechanics  which  have 
some  connection  with  the  Calculus  of  Variations ; and  a few  works 
are  noticed  which  really  belong  to  the  ordinary  theory  of  maxima 
and  minima  values  given  in  the  Differential  Calculus,  but  the 
titles  of  which  might  suggest  that  they  were  treatises  on  the  Cal- 
culus of  Variations.  We  adopt  the  chronological  order. 

422.  Busse.  Neue  Methods.  des  Grossten  und  Kleinsten  nebst 
Beurtheilung  und  einiger  Verbesserung  dea  bisherigen  Systemes. 
Freybcrg,  1808. 

This  is  an  octavo  volume  of  108  pages  with  a preface  of  12 
pages.  It  is  devoted  to  the  ordinary  theory  of  maxima  and  minima 
values,  and  does  not  touch  on  the  Calculus  of  Variations.  The 
chief  point  in  it  seems  to  be  that  it  draws  attention  to  the  fact 
that  a function  of  a variable  may  have  a maximum  or  minimum 
value  when  its  differential  coefficient  with  respect  to  that  variable 
is  infinite  as  well  as  when  it  is  zero.  It  is  stated  in  the  preface 
that  a second  part  will  soon  appear;  this  has  not  come  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  present  writer,  and  perhaps  never  appeared. 

Ohm  speaks  unfavourably  of  the  views  of  Busse;  see  Ohm’s 
System  of  Mathematics,  Vol.  4,  Berlin,  1830,  page  127. 

423.  Playfair.  Of  the  solids  of  Greatest  Attraction,  or  those 
which  among  all  the  Solids  that  have  certain  properties  attract  with 
the  greatest  Force  in  a given  direction.  Head  5th  January,  1807. 
Published  in  the  Transactions  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Edinburgh, 
Vol.  6,  1812. 
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This  memoir  occupies  pages  187 — 243  of  the  volume.  The 
problems  on  Solids  of  Greatest  Attraction  are  not  treated  by  the 
Calculus  of  Variations,  but  by  the  method  which  we  have  illus- 
trated in  Art.  322. 

It  is  stated  on  page  204,  “ In  general,  if  x,  y,  and  z,  are  three 
rectangular  co-ordinates  that  determine  the  position  of  any  point  of 
a solid  given  in  magnitude,  and  if  the  value  of  a certain  function  Q, 
of  x,  y,  and  z,  be  computed  for  each  point  of  the  solid,  and  if  the 
sum  of  all  these  values  of  Q added  together  be  a maximum  or  a 
minimum,  the  solid  is  bounded  by  a superficies  in  which  the  func- 
tion Q is  everywhere  of  the  same  magnitude.” 

And  on  page  205,  “All  the  questions,  therefore,  which  come 
under- this  description,  though  they  belong  to  an  order  of  pro- 
blems, which  requires  in  general  the  application  of  one  of  the 
most  refined  inventions  of  the  New  Geometry,  the  Calculus  Va- 
riation tun,  form  a particular  division  admitting  of  resolution  by 
much  simpler  means,  and  directly  reducible  to  the  construction 
of  loci.” 

The  problems  respecting  solids  that  have  certain  properties 
and  attract  with  the  greatest  force  in  given  directions  are  exam- 
ples of  the  ordinary  methods  of  maxima  and  minima  explained 
in  the  Differential  Calculus.  * 

424.  Knight.  0/ the  attractions  of  such  Solids  as  are  terminated 
by  Planes;  and  of  Solids  of  greatest  attraction.  Read  March  19,  1812. 
Published  in  the  Philosophical  Transactions,  1812. 

This  memoir  occupies  pages  247 — 309  of  the  volume.  It  con- 
tains investigations  of  the  attractions  of  solids  of  various  forms. 
Knight  refers  frequently  to  Playfair’s  memoir  which  we  noticed  in 
the  preceding  Article.  One  section  of  Knight’s  memoir  occupying 
pages  283 — 301  is  devoted  to  Solids  of  greatest  attraction.  Knight 
states  that  besides  Playfair  this  subject  had  been  considered  by 
Silvabelle  and  Frisi,  but  that  these  mathematicians  had  confined 
themselves  to  the  case  of  a homogeneous  solid  of  revolution.  Knight 
obtains  his  solutions  by  a simple  application  of  the  Calculus  of 
Variations.  He  proves  the  well-known  result  for  the  figure  of  a 
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homogeneous  solid  of  revolution  of  given  mass  which  exerts  the 
greatest  attraction  on  a particle  in  its  axis ; and  he  notices  that  the 
generating  curve  is  the  same  as  would  be  obtained  if  the  problem 
proposed  were  to  find  the  form  of  a curve  such  that  the  area  in- 
cluded may  be  a given  quantity,  and  the  attraction  on  a given  point 
a maximum.  Playfair  had  established  these  results.  Knight  then 
shews  that  the  same  form  is  obtained  for  the  solid  of  revolution  of 
given  mass  and  greatest  attraction  on  a point  in  its  axis  if  the 
solid  be  not  homogeneous,  provided  the  density  at  any  point  is  a 
function  of  the  distance  of  that  point  from  the  axis  and  of  the 
distance  between  the  foot  of  the  perpendicular  from  that  point  on 
the  axis  and  the  attracted  particle. 

425.  Lehmus.  Uebungs-Aufgaben  zur  Lehre  vom  Orossten 
und  Kleinsten.  Berlin,  1823. 

This  is  an  octavo  volume  of  208  pages,  containing  examples  of 
ordinary  maxima  and  minima  problems;  it  does  not  touch  upon 
the  Calculus  of  Variations.  The  problems  are  principally  of  a geome- 
trical character.  Ohm  refers  to  the  work  in  favourable  terms ; see 
Die  Lehre  vom  Orossten  und  Kleinsten,  page  208. 

426.  Crelle’s  Mathematical  Journal,  Vol.  6,  pages  81 — 83.  1830. 

This  is  an  anonymous  article  respecting  Minding’s  solution 
which  we  have  examined  in  Article  307,  which  was  not  known  to 
the  present  writer  when  that  Article  307  was  printed.  The 
anonymous  article  agrees  with  what  we  have  stated  respecting  the 
inaccuracy  of  Minding’s  result.  The  equation  given  by  Minding 

is  here  developed  into  the  form 
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ds 

The  writer  says  that  neither  <f>  = 0 nor  = 0 can  give  the 

general  solution ; that  must  he  found  from  the  equation  in  the  form 

da 

which  it  takes  after  removing  the  factor  by  division. 


The  writer  gives  a geometrical  interpretation  of  the  result 

~~~  = a constant,  which  belongs  to  the  required  curve.  Suppose 

tangent  planes  drawn  to  the  given  surface  at  all  the  points  of  the 
required  curve;  we  may  suppose  a developable  surface  generated 
by  the  lines  which  form  the  perpetual  intersections  of  these  tangent 
planes.  The  required  curve  is  then  common  to  the  given  surface 
and  the  generated  developable  surface.  Then  if  the  developable 
surface  be  developed  into  a plane  the  required  curve  becomes  a . 
circle  on  that  plane. 


It  appears  from  page  161  of  the  same  volume  of  Crelle’s  Mathe- 
matical Journal  that  Minding  admitted  his  error. 


427.  Amdt.  Disquisitiones  historical  de  maximis  et  minimis. 
Berlin,  1833. 

This  essay  was  written  for  a degree  in  the  University  of  Berlin. 
It  contains  a history  of  the  ordinary  theory  of  maxima  and  minima 
values  without  any  reference  to  the  Calculus  of  Variations.  Giesel 
refers  to  it  on  page  38  of  his  work. 


428.  Schcrk.  Remarks  on  the  least  surface  between  given  limits. 
Crelle’s  Mathematical  Journal , Vol.  13,  pages  185 — 208.  1835. 

This  memoir  was  presented  to  the  Royal  Academy  of  Sciences 
at  Copenhagen  in  September,  1833.  Some  historical  information 
is  supplied  as  to  the  problem  of  the  least  surface.  Lagrange  found 
the  partial  differential  equation.  Meunier  shewed  the  geometrical 
interpretation  of  the  equation,  namely,  that  the  required  surface 
must  have  at  every  point  its  two  principal  radii  of  curvature  equal 
in  magnitude  and  opposite  in  sign.  Meunier  also  indicated  two 
surfaces  which  satisfy  this  equation,  namely,  the  surface  called  the 
hiliqoide  gauche  by  the  French  writers,  and  the  surface  formed  by 
revolving  a catenary  round  its  directrix.  Reference  is  then  made 
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to  the  general  integral  of  the  partial  differential  equation  found  by 
Monge,  and  to  the  note  on  the  problem  by  Poisson  in  the 
eighth  volume  of  Crelle’s  Mathematical  Journal. 

The  surface  in  question  was  proposed  as  the  subject  of  a prize 
essay  by  a scientific  society  in  Leipsic,  and  the  prize  was  awarded 
to  Professor  Scherk  in  Nov.  1830. 

The  essay  which  gained  the  prize  is  printed  in  the  Acta  Socie- 
tatis  Jablorwviance,  VoL  IV.  Fasc.  II.  pages  204 — 280,  under  the  title 
Be  proprictatibus  superfeiei  qua  hoc  continetur  cequatione 

(1  + q*)  r - 2 pqs  + (1  + p*)  < = 0 
disquisitions  analyticce. 

The  two  memoirs  by  Professor  Scherk  belong  to  the  subject  of 
differential  equations  rather  than  to  the  Calculus  of  Variations. 
The  result  of  them  appears  to  be  that  some  additional  surfaces  are 
indicated  which  satisfy  the  differential  equation  in  question.  An 
investigation  is  given  with  the  view  of  shewing  that  the  hiligoide 
gauche  is  the  only  ruled  surface  which  satisfies  the  differential 
equation,  but  the  author  admits  that  he  has  not  fully  established 
this  proposition. 

The  following  are  the  equations  to  three  surfaces  which  are 
sh'Mvn  by  the  author  to  satisfy  the  differential  equation, 

(1) 

' ' cos  ax 

(2)  (e“  - e~“)  (e“  - «~)  = ± 4 sin  ay. 

(3)  * = b log  {V(r*+a*)+ V(r’-  J’)}  - a tan’’  ^~f*)  + a0  + c> 
where,  as  usual,  r cos  0 —x  and  r sin  6 = y. 

The  last  result  includes  two  well-known  results;  for  by 
putting  a — 0 we  obtain  the  solid  formed  by  revolving  a catenary 
round  its  directrix,  and  by  putting  } = 0 we  obtain  the  hiligoide 
gauche.  Two  other  equations  are  given  by  the  author,  but  they  are 
very  complicated. 
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W'e  take  this  opportunity  of  adverting  to  a point  in  the  history 
of  the  problem  here  considered. 

The  statements  which  we  have  noticed  in  Art.  315  as  made 
by  Bonnet  are  not  correct.  Bonnet’s  words  are,  On  sait  que 
l’h^licjoide  gauche  it  plan  directeur  est  la  seule  surface  r(5gled  qui 
ait  en  chacun  de  ses  points  ses  rayons  de  courbure  principaux 
4gaux  et  de  signes  contraires.  Meunier  a le  premier  d<5montr<5  cette 
proposition  remarquable  dans  son  Mdmoire  sur  les  surfaces,  qui 
a 6t6  insdrd  au  Becueil  des  Savants  Itr  angers.  Plus  tard  Legendre 
y a 6t6  aussi  conduit  (voir  les  Afemoires  de  T Acadimie  des  Sciences, 
annde  1787). 

The  memoir  of  Meunier  is  in  the  Mimoires  presentis ...  par 
Divers  Savans ...  Vol.  10,  1785  ; see  page  504  of  the  volume. 
Meunier  proves  that  the  hiligoide  gauche  is  the  surface  of  minimum 
area  among  all  surfaces  that  can  be  generated  by  the  motion  of  a 
line  which  always  remains  parallel  to  a fixed  plane,  not  among  all 
ruled  surfaces ; thus  he  does  not  prove  so  much  as  Bonnet 
says.  Legendre  does  not  prove  any  thing,  but  he  asserts  more 
than  Bonnet  intimates.  His  words  are,  Si  on  cherche  la  sur- 
face la  moindre  entre  deux  lignes  droites  donn&s,  non  situdes  dans 
le  mfime  plan,  soit  m la  plus  courtc  distance  de  ces  lignes,  X Tangle 
qu’elles  font  entr’ellcs  ...  il  en  resultera  pour  liquation  de  la  surface 
cherchee,  rdduite  h la  forme  la  plus  simple, 

. Xy 

2 = x tang  — . 

° m 

These  words  occur  on  page  314  of  the  volume  cited  by  Bonnet. 
Thus  Legendre  asserts  that  the  htligoide  gauche  is  the  surface 
of  minimum  area  among  all  surfaces  which  have  two  rectilinear 
boundaries  not  in  one  plane ; this  is  not  true ; see  Art.  442. 

429.  Michaelis.  De  lineis  brevissimis  in  datis  superjiciebus, 
imprimis  de  Linea  Geodelica.  Berlin,  1837. 

This  is  an  exercise  for  a degree  in  the  University  of  Berlin ; 
it  consists  of  27  quarto  pages.  The  differential  equations  are  in- 
vestigated by  the  Calculus  of  Variations  for  two  problems.  (1)  The 
shortest  line  on  a given  surface.  (2)  The  problem  considered  by 
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Minding  and  others ; see  Art.  307.  The  investigations  are  given 
in  two  forms,  first  by  using  the  ordinary  variables  x,  y,  z,  and 
secondly  by  using  two  variables  p and  q in  the  manner  explained 
by  Gauss  in  his  Disquisiliones  generates  circa  superficies  curvas. 
In  the  second  problem  Michaelis  gives  the  result  which  had  been 
published  in  the  sixth  volume  of  Crelle’s  Mathematical  Journal ; 
Bee  Art.  427. 

A large  part  of  the  memoir  is  devoted  to  the  geodetic  line,  by 
which  the  author  means  the  shortest  line  on  the  surface  of  an  oblate 
spheroid.  The  investigations  in  this  part  chiefly  involve  the  theory 
of  elliptic  integrals. 

430.  Minding.  On  the  shortest  lines  on  curved  surfaces. 
Crelle’s  Mathematical  Journal , Vol.  20,  pages  323 — 327,  1840. 

In  this  article  the  differential  equations  furnished  by  the 
Calculus  of  Variations  are  assumed,  and  some  inferences  are  de- 
duced from  them  with  respect  to  the  shortest  lines  on  developable 
surfaces. 


431.  Catalan.  On  ruled  surfaces  with  a minimum  area. 
Liouville’s  Journal  of  Mathematics,  Vol.  7,  pages  203 — 211.  1842. 

The  problem  discussed  is  the  following;  among  all  ruled 
surfaces  to  find  that  of  which  the  area  is  a minimum,  or  which 
amounts  to  the  same  thing,  to  find  that  which  has  its  two  prin- 
cipal radii  of  curvature  at  every  point  equal  in  magnitude  and  of 
opposite  sign.  The  memoir  does  not  make  any  use  of  the  Calculus 
of  Variations.  The  result  has  been  already  stated;  see  Art.  311. 

432.  Catalan.  On  the  line  of  given  length,  which  includes  a 
maximum  area  upon  a surface.  Journal  de  V Ecole  Poly  technique, 
Cahier  29,  pages  151 — 156.  1843. 

Reference  is  made  to  an  investigation  by  Delaunay  in  the 
eighth  volume  of  Liouville’s  Journal  of  Mathematics;  see 
Art.  314.  (Catalan  by  mistake  names  the  seventh  volume). 

The  following  theorems  are  demonstrated  by  Catalan  in  his 
interesting  article. 
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(1)  Suppose  any  surface  8,  and  let  there  be  a curve  L of  given 
length  described  on  it  so  as  to  include  a maximum  area ; construct 
a developable  surface  2 which  touches  the  surface  8 along  the  curve 
L ; then  if  the  surface  2 be  developed  the  curve  L is  transformed 
into  a circle.  This  theorem  had  been  obtained  however  by  previous 
writers ; see  Arts.  427  and  429. 

(2)  Suppose  any  surface  8 and  on  it  a curve  L of  minimum 
length ; construct  a developable  surface  2 which  touches  the  sur- 
face 8 along  the  line  L ; then  if  the  surface  2 be  developed  the 
curve  L is  transformed  "into  a straight  line. 

433.  Bjorling.  In  integrationem  cequationis  Derivatarum  par - 
tialium  superfeiei,  cujus  in  puncto  unoquoque  principales  ambo  radii 
curvedinis  cequalcS  sunt  signoque  contrario.  Grunert’s  Archiv  der 
Mathematik  und  Physik,  Vol.  4,  pages  290 — 315.  1844. 

In  the  beginning  of  1842  Bjorling  published  a treatise  entitled  ' 
Calculi  Variationum  Integralium  Duplicium  Exercitationes,  of  which 
an  account  has  already  been  given  in  Art.  311.  A large  part  of  that 
treatise  was  devoted  to  the  integration  of  the  differential  equation 
which  belongs  to  surfaces  of  minimum  area.  In  a French  scientific 
journal  called  L'Institut,  Bjorling  saw  it  stated  that  Wantzel  and 
Catalan  had  proved  that  the  only  ruled  surface  of  minimum  area 
was  the  hdligoide  gauche.  Bjorling  then  resolved  to  reprint  his 
investigations  on  the  integration  of  the  partial  differential  equation, 
with  some  modifications  and  additions. 

Thus  the  present  memoir  is  devoted  to  the  solution  of  the  partial 
differential  equation,  and  the  results  obtained  coincide  essentially 
with  those  of  the  treatise  already  referred  to,  namely,  that  of  all 
surfaces  of  revolution,  the  only  one  which  satisfies  the  proposed 
differential  equation  is  that  formed  by  the  revolution  of  a catenary 
round  its  directrix,  and  that  of  all  surfaces  which  can  be  formed 
by  the  motion  of  a straight  line  which  always  remains  parallel 
to  a fixed  plane,  the  only  one  which  satisfies  the  proposed  dif- 
ferential equation  is  the  hSliqoide  gauche.  Bjorling  expresses  a 
hope  that  the  demonstrations  of  Wantzel  and  Catalan  of  the  state- 
ment that  this  is  the  only  surface  out  of  all  ruled  surfaces  which 
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satisfies  the  proposed  differential  equation,  will  soon  be  published  ; 
Catalan’s  has  since  been  published,  as  we  have  seen  in  Art.  431. 

There  are  two  points  in  the  memoir  to  which  we  will  ad- 
vert. 


In  a note  on  page  303  Bjorling  makes  a statement  to  which 
he  refers  more  than  once  afterwards;  it  is  to  the  effect  that  if 


we  are  seeking  the  surface  for  which 


fj dxdy>J{\  +p*  + <f)  is  a 


minimum,  and  suppose  the  surface  to  be  bounded  by  two  given 
curves,  the  curves  must  be  such  that  when  they  are  projected  on 
the  plane  of  ( x , y)  one  projection  must  be  entirely  within  the 
other.  It  is  not  obvious  what  he  means  to  be  inferred  when  this 
condition  does  not  hold,  whether  he  regards  the  problem  as  then 
impossible,  or  whether  he  thinks  that  the  ordinary  formula:  of  the 
Calculus  of  Variations  cannot  be  applied  to  it. 


On  page  312  Bjorling  considers  a certain  special  example.  Sup- 
pose we  have  two  circles  in  parallel  planes  at  a distance  2,  and  sup- 
pose that  the  line  joining  their  centres  is  perpendicular  to  the  planes 


of  the  circles,  and  that  the  radius  of  each  circle  is 


Take  the  line  joining  the  centres  as  the  axis  of  x and  the  origin 
midway  between  the  centres.  Then  it  might  be  supposed  that  the 
minimum  surface  would  be  that  formed  by  revolving  round  the 
axis  of  x,  the  catenary  determined  by 


y = ^(e*  + e-’), 


and  taking  that  portion  of  it  comprised  between  ar  = — 1 and  a?=  1. 
But  it  will  be  found  on  trial  that  the  surface  thus  obtained  is 
not  necessarily  less  than  that  which  would  be  obtained  by  taking 
a cylindrical  surface  round  the  axis  of  x as  axis  with  any  radius 


r 


which  is  less  than  - 
2 


and  forming  the  surface  of  the 


part  of  this  cylindrical  surface  which  is  contained  between  x = — 1 
and  x=l,  together  with  the  plane  circular  strips  at  each  end 
which  are  necessary  to  connect  the  cylindrical  surface  with  the 
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given  limiting  circles.  In  fact  the  area  of  the  surface  formed  by 
the  revolution  of  the  catenary  will  be  found  to  be 


2ir 


and  the  area  of  the  surface  made  up  of  the  cylindrical  surface 
and  the  plane  circular  strips  is 

27rj2r_r*+l(e  + I)J. 


Now  it  is  quite  possible  for  the  former  expression  to  exceed  the 
latter ; for  example,  the  former  will  exceed  the  latter  by  w 4 j » 

3 

if  r be  taken  so  that  r*—  2r  + - = 0,  that  is  if  r be  taken  about  = -2. 

O 


Bjorling  brings  this  forward  as  an  example  of  the  necessity  of  the 
restriction  he  proposed  in  his  note  on  page  303.  It  seems  to  shew 
no  more  than  this ; a result  furnished  by  the  Calculus  of  Variations 
must  not  be  assumed  to  be  a maximum  or  a minimum  without 
investigating  the  terms  of  the  second  order. 


434.  Grunert.  On  the  Cycloid  as  the  Brachistochrone. 
Grunert’s  Archly  der  Mathematik  und  Physik,  Vol.  7,  pages 
308—315.  1846. 

This  article  contains  an  elementary  proof  of  the  fact  that  the 
cycloid  is  the  brachistochrone,  without  the  use  of  the  Calculus  of 
Variations. 


435.  Jacobi.  On  a particular  solution  of  the  partial  differ- 
ential equation 

d’V  d'V  d'V 

da?  + dy'  + dz'  ~ °‘ 

Crelle’s  Mathematical  Journal,  Vol.  36,  pages  113 — 134.  1848. 
In  the  course  of  this  memoir,  Jacobi  makes  that  application  of  the 
Calculus  of  Variations  which  we  have  given  in  Art.  323. 


436.  Sehlaeffli.  On  the  minimum  of  a certain  Integral.  Crclle’s 
Mathematical  Journal,  Vol.  43,  pages  23 — 36.  1852. 
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The  problem  of  finding  the  shortest  line  on  a surface  of  the 

second  order  amounts  to  making  the  integral  j*J[dx*  4-  dx*  + dx*) 

a minimum,  where  a?,,  x„  a?,  are  connected  by  an  equation  of  the 
second  degree.  In  the  present  memoir  the  problem  considered  is 

to  make  the  integral  j>/ (dx*  + dxf  + ...  + dx  „*)  a minimum,  where 

the  variables  *„  xt,  ...  xH  are  connected  by  an  equation  of  the 
second  degree.  The  memoir  however  does  not  belong  to  the 
Calculus  of  Variations,  as  there  is  only  one  line  connected  with 
that  subject;  in  this  line  the  equations  for  a minimum  value 
furnished  by  the  Calculus  of  Variations  are  written  down,  merely 
for  the  purpose  of  indicating  the  number  of  arbitrary  constants 
which  should  occur  in  the  solution.  The  solution  of  the  prob- 
lem considered  in  the  memoir  is  effected  by  some  complex  alge- 
braical investigations  which  do  not  involve  the  Calculus  of  Varia- 
tions. 


437.  Hohl.  Aufgaben  zur  Lehre  vom  Grossten  und  Kleins  ten 
der  JDifferenzial-Functionen  ...  Stuttgart,  1852. 


This  is  an  octavo  volume  of  162  pages ; the  author  is  a pro- 
fessor of  Mathematics  in  the  University  of  Tubingen.  The 
problems  are  of  the  same  kind  as  that  which  we  have  considered 
in  Art.  3,  after  Lagrange.  Three  cases  arc  considered  by  the 

author.  (1)  The  maximum  or  minimum  of  F (2)  The 


maximum  or  minimum 


(3)  The  maximum 


or  minimum 


of  F(x,  y,  z,  ^ . Each  case  is  illustrated  by 

the  solution  of  numerous  simple  examples.  The  author  says  that 
the  examples  are  intended  for  the  exercise  of  beginners,  in  Dif- 
ferentiation, in  Integration,  and  in  the  higher  Geometry. 


The  author  says  in  his  preface  that  he  did  not  become  ac- 
quainted with  the  work  of  Strauch  before  the  printing  of  his 
own  had  advanced  to  the  last  sheet.  He  promises  if  his  work 
is  favourably  received,  to  follow  it  up  by  a similar  collection  of 


Digitized  by  Google 


HOHL.  WITU8KI.  JELLETT. 


495 


examples  on  the  maxima  and  minima  values  of  integral  ex- 
pressions; the  present  waiter  is  not  aware  that  this  continuation 
has  appeared. 

438.  Wituski.  De  Maximis  atque  Minimis  valoribus  Func- 
tionum  Algebraicarum  ...  Berlin,  1853. 

This  is  an  essay  written  for  a degree  in  the  University  of 
Berlin ; it  contains  25  quarto  pages.  The  essay  has  no  relation 
to  the  Calculus  of  Variations ; it  consists  of  investigations  partly 
respecting  the  equations  furnished  by  the  Differential  Calculus  for 
determining  the  maxima  and  minima  values  of  expressions,  but 
chiefly  respecting  the  tests  for  ascertaining  whether  a maximum 
or  minimum  value  really  exists. 


439.  Jellett.  On  the  surface  which  has  its  mean  curvature 
constant.  Liouville’s  Journal  of  Mathematics,  Vol.  18,  pages 
163—167.  1853.  • * 


The  Calculus  of  Variations  shews  that  for  a surface  which 
includes  a maximum  vobwpe  under  a given  surface,  the  mean 
curvature  must  be  constant  The  object  of  the  article  is  to'  prove 
that  among  all  the  surfaces  whose  volume  can  be  expressed  by 
the  integral 


m-Adr  sin  6 dO  d<f>, 
1 


the  sphere  is  the  only  surface  which  has  its  mean  curvature 
constant.  The  proof  depends  upon  two  theorems. 

* 

(1)  For  any  closed  surface 


see  Mr  Jellett’s  Calculus  of  Variations,  page  353. 

(2)  For  any  closed  surface  the  whole  area  of  the  surface 


dS, 
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the  integral  being  taken  over  the  whole  surface.  This  remarkable 
theorem  is  proved  in  the  article. 

440.  Bonnet.  Note  on  the  general  theory  of  Surfaces. 

Comptea  liendus  ...  Yol.  37,  pages  529 — 532.  1853. 

This  note  contains  some  results  relative  to  the  surface  of  mini- 
mum area.  A new  form  is  proposed  for  the  integral  of  the  differ- 
ential equation  which  belongs  to  such  a surface,  the  new  form  being 
in  Bonnet’s  opinion  preferable  to  that  given  by  Monge.  Some  new 
properties  of  such  surfaces  are  enunciated  without  demonstration. 
The  investigations  relative  to  the  integral  depend  upon  a method 
of  considering  surfaces  which  is  due  to  Gauss.  Bonnet  does  not 
demonstrate  the  fundamental  formula  which  he  uses. 

441.  Grunert.  On  the  shortest  line  between  two  points  on 

•any  surface  and  on  the  fundamental  formula  of  spheroidal  Trigono- 
metry. Grunert’s  Archiv  der  Mathematik  und  Physik,  Vol.  22, 
pages  64 — 106.  1854. 

The  design  of  this  memoir  is  t^fcdiscuss  in  an  elementary 
manner  the  subjects  mentioned  in  its  title,  and  there  is  no  reference 
in  it  to  the  Calculus  of  Variations. 

442.  Serret.  On  the  least  surface  comprised  between  given 

right  lines  not  situated  in  the  same  plane.  Comptea  Rendua  ... 
Vol.  40,  pages  1078—1082.  1855. 

Legendre  asserted  that  the  least  surface  comprised  between  two 
given  right  lines  which  are  not  situated  in  the  samt  plane  is  the 
heliqoide  gauche;  see  Art.  428.  Serret  shews  that  this  assertion 
is  incorrect,  for  there  is  an  infinite  number  of  such  surfaces,  and 
the  hSlifoide  gauche  iB  only  a particular  case  of  them.  Serret’s 
investigation  is  based  on  Monge’s  form  of  the  integral  of  the 
differential  equation  belonging  to  surfaces  of  minimum  area. 

443.  Bonnet.  On  the  determination  of  the  arbitrary  functions 

which  occur  in  the  integral  of  the  equation  for  surfaces  of  minimum 
area.  Comptea  Rendua  ...  Vol.  40,  pages  1107 — 1110.  1855. 
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Bonnet’s  design  is  to  shew  that  the  question  discussed  by  Serret 
on  pages  1078—1082  of  this  volume  of  the  Comptes  Bendus..., 
and  similar  questions  of  greater  difficulty,  may  be  investigated  by 
means  of  the  formula  which  he  himself  gave  in  the  37th  volume  of 
the  Comptes  Bendus  ... ; see  Art.  440. 

444.  Roger.  Memoir  on  a certain  class  of  curves.  Comptes 
Bendus...  Vol.  40,  pages  1176,  1177.  1855. 

This  is  a brief  account  by  the  author  of  the  results  of  his  in- 
vestigations. It  is  as  follows. 

We  may  imagine  in  space  or  on  a given  surface  an  infinite 
number  of  different  trajectories  which  a particle  can  describe  under 
the  action  of  a given  system  of  forces.  Among  these  trajectories 
I have  considered  those  which  make  an  integral  of  the  form 

I <f>(v)ds  a minimum,  where  <f>  (v)  is  a certain  function  of  the 
J 0 

velocity,  supposed  known  in  terms  of  the  co-ordinates  of  the  moving 
particle,  and  s is  the  arc  described  from  the  starting-point. 

Some  curves  which  have  been  already  studied  under  various 
points  of  view  fall  under  the  class  which  I have  defined,  and  form 
particular  cases  of  it.  The  principal  are  the  following.  1.  Geodesic 
lines  which  correspond  to  the  case  for  which  <p  (v)  = a constant. 

2.  Brachistochrones  for  which  <f>  (v)  = ^ . 3.  The  trajectories  of 

least  action  which  are  obtained  by  taking  = v;  these  trajec- 
tories by  a well-known  principle  due  to  Euler  are  those  which  the 
moving  particle  is  naturally  led  to  describe  under  the  action  of  the 
given  forces.  4.  The  lines  of  greatest  slope  ( lignes  de  plus  grande 
penle) ; these  form  a peculiar  species,  which  I find  corresponds  to 

the  case  of  'tSrr  = 0,  whatever  v may  be. 

The  lines  belonging  to  these  different  species  and  to  other 
species  of  the  same  class  which  have  not  a3  yet  obtained  a 
definition,  or  rather  a distinctive  appellation,  possess  on  the  one 
hand  a set  of  common  properties,  and  on  the  other  hand  properties 
peculiar  to  the  different  species ; the  study  of  these  properties  ap- 

32 


Digitized  by  Google 


498 


ROGER. 


pears  to  me  to  have  some  interest.  The  most  striking  results  which 
I have  obtained  are  the  following. 


I.  If  we  suppose  on  a given  surface  a series  of  trajectories  of 
the  same  species  which  start  normally  from  the  same  curve,  and 
take  on  each  of  them  arcs  described  in  the  same  time,  the  curve 
formed  by  the  extremities  of  these  arcs  will  be  itself  normal  to 
every  one  of  the  trajectories,  if  these  trajectories  are  geodesic  lines 
or  brachistochrones,  and  only  in  these  two  cases.  (This  theorem 
has  already  been  demonstrated  for  geodesic  lines  by  Gauss  and  for 
brachistochrones  by  Bertrand.) 


II.  The  trajectories  of  least  action,  the  brachistochrones,  and 
generally  the  species  for  which  the  ratio  f vanishes  when  v = 0, 

<p  [V) 

are  tangents  to  the  lines  of  greatest  slope,  or,  which  is  the  same 
thing,  are  normals  to  the  curves  of  level  ( courbcs  de  niveau),  in  all 
the  points  where  the  velocity  is  zero. 


III.  If  we  suppose  the  moving  particle  to  be  free  or  to  be  con- 
strained to  move  on  a plane,  and  consider  the  ratio  of  the  centrifugal 

force  — to  the  component  N of  the  force  estimated  along  the  radius 

of  curvature  of  the  path  described  by  the  particle,  then 

1.  For  all  the  curves  which  make  the  integral  f<f>(v)ds  a mini- 
mum the  ratio  of  the  component  N to  the  centrifugal  force  is  con- 
stant throughout  the  extent  of  any  curve  of  level. 

2.  This  ratio  is  absolutely  invariable  for  all  the  particular 
species  determined  by  a function  of  the  form  <f>  (»)  = r*,  where  k is 
an  arbitrary  constant,  which  is  in  fact  the  value  of  the  ratio  of 

Arto  — . 
r 

3.  In  a more  special  manner  this  ratio  reduces  to  ± 1 for  bra- 
chistochrones and  for  curves  of  least  action ; so  that  in  these  two 
species  the  component  N is  equal,  in  actual  magnitude,  to  the  cen- 
trifugal force  — , and  this  property  belongs  exclusively  to  these 
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two  curves,  including  the  right  line,  which  may  be  considered  as 
a variety  of  either  of  them. 

IV.  If  a curve  belongs  to  two  different  species  it  will  possess 
the  properties  of  all  the  species ; that  is,  it  will  be  at  every  point 
geodesic,  curve  of  least  action,  brachistochrone,  line  of  greatest 
slope,  &c.  For  example,  in  the  case  of  gravity,  any  meridian  of 
a surface  of  revolution  with  its  axis  vertical. 

This  is  the  end  of  the  author’s  account  of  the  results  of  his 
investigations.  It  would  appear  that  these  investigations  constitute 
a development  of  the  memoir  published  in  Vol.  13  of  Liouville’s 
Journal  of  Mathematics ; see  Art.  413.  In  that  memoir  Roger 
explains  what  he  means  by  a line  of  greatest  slope  and  by  surfaces 
of  level.  It  is  there  stated  that  the  theorem  attributed  to  Gauss 
was  published  by  him  in  the  memoir  in  the  6th  volume  of  the 
Gottingen  Transactions.  The  theorem  attributed  to  Bertrand  is 
there  proved  by  Roger.  Roger  first  supposes  the  curves  to  start 
all  from  the  same  point;  lie  says  that  this  theorem  was  communi- 
cated to  him  by  Bertrand,  and  he  also  gives  Bertrand’s  proof,  which 
is  as  follows. 

Suppose  a point  on  a surface ; see  figure  12.  Let  AM,  AM', ... 
be  brachistochrones,  commencing  at  the  same  point  A,  such  that 
they  would  be  described  in  equal  times  by  particles  starting  from 
A with  the  same  velocity;  then  the  locus  of  the  points  M,  M' , ... 
will  bo  normal  to  every  brachistochrone.  For  if  the  angle  at  M' 
be  acute  we  can  make  at  M an  angle  NMM'  greater  than  NM'M ; 
then  we  shall  have  MN  less  than  M'N;  thus  the  moving  particle 
having  arrived  at  N with  a certain  velocity  would  describe  the 
element  NM  in  less  time  than  it  would  describe  the  clement  NM',  its 
velocity  not  being  sensibly  altered  while  describing  the  element ; 
thus  the  curve  ANM  would  be  described  in  less  time  than  ANM', 
that  is  in  less  time  than  AM,  which  is  absurd. 

445.  Catalan.  Note  on  a surface  at  every  point  of  which  the 
radii  of  curvature  are  equal  and  of  opposite  sign.  Comptes  Rendus ... 
Vol.  41,  pages  35 — 38.  1855. 

Catalan  proposes  to  consider  whether  the  well-known  differential 
equation  admits  of  a solution  of  the  form  z = <f>  (x)  + y/r  (y).  He 
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shews  that  the  only  solution  of  such  a form  is  one  which  in  its 
simplest  form  may  be  written  z = log  cos  y — log  cos  x.  He  also 
points  out  many  properties  of  the  surface  denoted  by  this  equation. 

This  equation  had  been  noticed  before ; see  Art.  428. 

446.  Catalan.  Note  on  two  surfaces  which  have  at  every 
point  their  radii  of  curvature  equal  and  of  opposite  sign.  Comptes 
Rendus  ...  Vol.  41,  pages  274 — 276.  1855. 

Two  surfaces  are  here  given  which  satisfy  the  well-known 
differential  equation.  One  of  them  is  that  determined  by  equa- 
tion (3)  of  Art.  428.  Catalan  points  out  some  properties  of  this 
surface. 


447.  Catalan.  On  the  surfaces  which  have  at  every  point 
their  radii  of  curvature  equal  and  of  opposite  sign.  Comptes 
Rendus  ...  Vol.  41,  pages  1019—1023.  1855. 

This  is  an  extract  from  a memoir  on  the  subject  named.  Some 
results  are  given  without  demonstration.  Catalan  appears  to  have 
transformed  the  differential  equation  into  forms  more  convenient 
for  integration  than  the  common  form.  He  is  thus  enabled  to 
obtain  the  integral  in  a more  convenient  form  than  Monge’s.  Some 
new  examples  are  given  of  surfaces  which  have  the  property 
considered. 

448.  Bonnet.  Observations  on  Minima  Surfaces.  Comptes  • 
Rendus  ...  Vol.  41,  pages  1057,  1058.  1855. 

Bonnet  adverts  to  three  notes  on  the  subject  of  Surfaces  of 
minimum  area  which  Serret  had  communicated  to  this  volume  of 
the  Comptes  Rendus  ...  Bonnet  intimates  that  his  own  formulae  in 
the  37th  volume  of  the  Comptes  Rendus...  had  rendered  such 
investigations  superfluous.  Bonnet  claims  for  himself  the  example 
given  by  Catalan  in  his  second  note,  which  as  we  have  seen  had 
been  given  before  either  of  them  by  Scherk ; see  Arts.  446  and  428. 
Bonnet  then  adds  two  more  examples  of  the  use  of  his  formula;. 

On  page  1155  of  the  41st  volume  of  the  Comptes  Rendus  ... 
Catalan  offers  a brief  reply  to  the  remarks  of  Bonnet.  This  reply 
was  referred  by  the  Academy  to  the  members  who  had  already 
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been  appointed  to  examine  Catalan’s  memoir,  namely  Liouville, 
Binet  and  Cliasles. 

449.  Bonnet.  Note  on  the  surfaces  for  which  the  sum  of  the 
two  principal  radii  of  curvature  is  equal  to  twice  the  normal. 
Comptes  Rendus  ...  Vol.  42,  pages  110 — 112.  1856. 

This  is  an  application  of  the  formula}  which  Bonnet  gave,  as 
he  says,  in  the  Comptes  Rendus  ...  Vol.  37,  page  349,  to  the  deter- 
mination of  a class  of  surfaces  which  have  a remarkable  analogy  to 
the  surfaces  of  minimum  area.  Page  349  seems  to  be  put  by 
mistake  for  page  529. 

450.  Bonnet.  New  remarks  on  surfaces  of  minimum  area. 
Comptes  Rendus  ...  Vol.  42,  pages  532 — 535.  1856. 

Bonnet  says  that  this  article  contains  a simpler  solution  than 
that  which  he  had  given  in  Vol.  40  of  the  Comptes  Rendus  ...  of  the 
problem  to  determine  the  surface  of  minimum  area  which  touches 
a given  surface  along  a given  curve. 

451.  Liouville.  Remarkable  expression  of  the  quantity  which 
by  the  principle  of  least  action  is  a minimum  in  the  movement  of 
a system  of  material  particles  subject  to  any  connexions.  Comptes 
Rendus...  Vol.  42,  pages  1146 — 1154.  1856. 

This  article  is  not  connected  with  the  Calculus  of  Variations ; 
it  is  interesting  in  its  relation  to  Dynamics. 

452.  Richelot.  Remarks  on  the  theory  of  Maxima  and  Minima. 
Schumacher’s  Astronomische  Nachrichten.  No.  1146.  1858. 

This  article  relates  to  the  ordinary  theory  of  maxima  and 
minima  values  of  the  Differential  Calculus. 

453.  Richelot.  On  the  theory  of  elliptic  functions,  and  on 

the  differential  equations  of  the  Calculus  of  Variations.  Comptes 
Rendus...  Vol.  49,  pages  641 — 645.  1859. 

This  article  states  that  the  differential  equations  furnished  by 
the  Calculus  of  Variations  for  the  maximum  or  minimum  of  an 
integral  may  be  transformed  into  other  differential  equations  of  the 
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first  order  and  first  degree,  which  take  what  the  author  calls  the 
canonical  form ; this  term  is  used  because  the  form  agrees  with 
the  analogous  form  in  Dynamics.  Richelot’s  object  is  thus  the 
same  as  that  of  Oatrogradsky  and  Clebsch ; see  Art.  317. 

454.  Bode  and  Fischer.  Malhematische  Lehrstunden  von  K. 
II.  Schellbach.  Aufgaben  aus  der  Lehre  vom  Grbssten  und  Klein- 
sten,  bearbeitct  und  herausgegeben  von  A.  Bode  und  E.  Fischer. 
1860. 

This  is  an  octavo  volume  of  154  pages  containing  elementary 
problems  not  involving  the  Differential  Calculus. 

455.  We  have  in  Art.  327  referred  to  some  remarks  by  Loffler 
as  destitute  of  value;  since  that  article  was  printed  the  present 
writer  has  seen  a later  paper  by  Loffler.  This  paper  is  entitled 
Beitrag  zum  Problems  der  Brachgstochrone ; it  is  published  in  the 
41st  volume  of  the  Sitzungsberichte  of  the  Academy  of  Sciences 
of  Vienna,  pages  53 — 59,  1860.  It  is  remarkable  that  a scientific 
society  should  print  a communication  with  so  little  to  recom- 
mend it. 

Lofflcr’s  notion  is  that  the  limiting  equations  in  problems  of 
maxima  and  minima  are  often  inadmissible  or  contradictory,  and 
that  in  the  brachistochrone  problem  they  do  not  supply  sufficient 
conditions. 

He  takes  for  example  the  case  in  which  we  require  the 
maximum  or  minimum  value  of 


and  supposes  that  the  limiting  values  of  y are  not  fixed.  The 
term  outside  the  integral  sign  in  the  variation  of  j"  [y"  + ~.x) 

is  "iy'By ; and  Loffler  says  that  it  is  equal  to  + — ? — ^ by,  wdiere 

a , is  a constant.  Thus  the  coefficient  of  by  is  infinite  when  x = a, 
nnd  so  we  cannot  make  the  integrated  part  vanish  at  the  lower 
limit.  Loffler  has  not  given  the  coefficient  of  By  correctly ; for  to 
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make  the  proposed  expression  a maximum  or  minimum,  we  have 
the  equation 

-J—  = 2y", 

a — x J 

and  this  leads  to 

2 y - axx  + a,  - (x  - a)  log  (x  - a), 
where  a,  and  a,  are  arbitrary  constants. 


Thus  2y'  = a,  — 1 — log  (x  — a), 

and  this  should  be  the  coefficient  of  By  instead  of  what  Loffler 
gives.  Nevertheless  it  i3  true,  as  he  says,  that  this  coefficient  is 
infinite  when  x = a ; this  indicates  that  if  the  limiting  values  of 
y are  not  fixed  the  proposed  integral  cannot  be  made  a maxi- 
mum or  a minimum,  and  this  involves  no  contradiction  and  no 
difficulty. 

Loffler  next  considers  the  brachistochrone  problem  on  the  sup- 
position that  the  initial  point  is  constrained  to  lie  on  one  fixed 
vertical  line  and  the  final  point  on  another  fixed  vertical  line. 
Take  the  axis  of  y vertically  downwards,  and  let 


U 


rv(i+yl 

.L  V(-d-y) 


dx. 


If  we  proceed  to  make  U a minimum,  we  obtain  in  the  usual 
way 

V(«0  =V(^  -y)  V(i  +/J), 

where  a,  is  a constant.  The  integrated  part  of  the  variation  re- 
duces to 

fy'Syl  f 1 

IV(«,  )L=a’ 

and  this  will  not  vanish  if  By  is  arbitrary  at  both  the  limits  unless 
y vanishes  at  both  limits.  Loffler  says  that  this  is  inadmissible, 
because  the  first  element  of  the  cycloid  must  be  vertical  and  not 
horizontal.  There  is  no  reason  for  saying  that  the  first  element 
of  the  cycloid  must  be  vertical;  the  fact  is  that  our  result  indi- 
cates that  there  is  no  minimum  in  the  present  case ; see  Art.  23. 
There  is  therefore  here  no  contradiction  and  no  difficulty. 
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Loffler  now  takes  tlic  general  brachistochrone  problem  when 
the  initial  and  final  points  are  constrained  to  lie  on  given 
curves,  and  the  velocity  is  supposed  given  at  the  initial  point. 
He  puts  down  a few  of  the  steps  and  arrives  at  the  results  which 
we  have  denoted  thus  in  Art.  300, 

-+- 1},=  0,  x(xi)Pt+  1 =°; 

therefore  f (*.)  = x(xJ- 

He  then  asserts,  quite  untruly,  that  from  the  nature  of  the 
cycloid,  we  must  have 

f (*,)  = X (*.). 

and  on  this  error  he  constructs  a large  figure  and  a corresponding 
page  of  text. 

Lastly,  he  considers  that  there  are  not  enough  conditions  for 
determining  the  constants  of  the  problem ; he  seems  to  be  in 
difficulty  with  respect  to  the  quantity  A.  But  in  the  case  which 
he  has  himself  considered,  A is  equal  to  the  value  of  y at  the 
initial  point ; and  if  A were  any  given  function  of  the  value  of  y at 
the  initial  point  the  problem  could  be  discussed  in  a similar 
manner.  Loffler’s  difficulties  arise  solely  from  his  own  miscon- 
ceptions. 
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456.  The  present  chapter  will  "be  devoted  to  the  subject  of 
the  criteria  which  determine  whether  proposed  expressions  are 
immediately  integrable.  The  history  of  the  subject  has  not  hitherto 
been  fully  treated ; and  it  will  be  seen  that  the  statements  which 
have  been  made  are  deficient  in  precision. 

457.  In  Gregory's  Examples  of  the  processes  of  the  Differential 
find  Integral  Calculus,  first  edition,  page  285,  the  relations  are 
given  which  must  hold  in  order  that  a function  involving  two 
variables  and  their  differentials  may  be  integrable  once,  twice, 
thrice,...  Gregory  says,  “these  remarkable  formulae  were  first 
discovered  by  Euler  (Comm.  Petrap.  Vol.  vnt.)  in  his  investigations 
concerning  maxima  and  minima.”  This  does  not  appear  correct; 
Euler  first  gave  the  relation  which  must  hold  in  order  that  a 
function  of  one  variable  and  its  differential  coefficients  may  be  in- 
tegrable once,  but  not  in  the  place  which  Gregory  cites. 

The  eighth  volume  of  the  Comm.  Petrop.  is  represented  to  be  for 
the  year  1736,  and  was  published  in  1741.  It  contains  a memoir 
by  Euler,  entitled  Curvarum  maximi  minimive  proprietate  gauden- 
tium  invenlio;  there  is  nothing  in  this  memoir  relating  to  the 
conditions  of  integrability. 

The  eighth  volume  of  the  Novi  Comm. ...  Petrop.  is  represented 
to  be  for  1760  and  1761,  and  was  published  in  1763 ; it  has  nothing 
bearing  on  the  conditions  of  integrability. 

* 458.  The  tenth  volume  of  the  Novi  Comm. ...  Petrop.  is  re- 

presented to  be  for  1764,  and  was  published  in  1766 ; this  volume 
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contains  two  memoirs  by  Euler,  connected  with  the  Calculus  of 
Variations.  The  first  memoir  is  entitled  Elementa  Calculi  Varia- 
tionum;  the  second  memoir  is  entitled  Analytica  explicatio  methodi 
maximorum  et  minimorum.  At  the  end  of  the  second  memoir 
Euler  says:  Antequam  autem  iiniam  examini  Analystarum  egre- 
gium  Theorems  subjiciam  cujus  Veritas  ex  principiis  hactcnus 
positis  baud  difficulter  perspicitur,  et  quod  in  Calculo  integrali 
eximium  usum  prmstare  videtur.  The  theorem  is  that  Zdx  is 
integrable  if 


dP  <PQ  ~ cPIl  d*S_ 

dx  dj?  dx*  + dx* 


= 0, 


and  that  Zdx  is  not  integrable  unless  this  relation  holds;  N,  P,  Q,... 
being  derived  from  Z in  the  well-known  manner. 

This  appears  to  be  the  earliest  reference  to  the  Theorem. 


459.  The  third  volume  of  the  first  edition  of  Euler’s  treatise  on 
the  Integral  Calculus  was  published  in  1770;  the  present  writer 
has  not  seen  it,  but  this  date  is  assigned  to  it  by  Strauch  in  hi4 
preface,  page  x,  and  the  date  is  confirmed  by  the  testimony  given 
in  Vol.  15  of  the  Xovi  Comm. ...  Petrop.  which  will  presently  be 
quoted. 

It  appears  that  the  third  chapter  of  the  part  which  treats  of 
the  Calculus  of  Variations  contains  the  theorem,  that  the  necessary 
and  sufficient  condition  for  the  integrability  of  Vdx  is  that 


<PQ 

da? 


<PR  PS 

dx?  "**  dx* 


= 0; 


the  proof  given  is  in  substance  the  same  that  has  usually  been 
adopted  in  Treatises  on  the  Calculus  of  Variations.  The  present 
writer  has  not  had  the  opportunity  of  consulting  the  first  edition  of 
Euler’s  Integral  Calculus,  so  that  lie  cannot  assert  positively  that 
the  proof  is  there  given.  Bertrand,  in  his  Memoir  in  Cahier  28  of 
the  Journal  de  I'Ecole  Poly  technique,  quotes  Euler’s  proof  but 
without  giving  any  precise  reference.  The  passage  Bertrand  quotes 
occurs  in  Art.  92,  page  425  of  the  second  edition  of  Euler’s  Integral 
Calculus;  the  date  of  the  volume  is  1793.  In  the  same  volume, 
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Art.  129,  page  454,  Euler  gives  the  form  of  the  variation  of  J Vdx, 

where  V contains  two  dependent  variables  y and  z,  and  their  differ- 
ential coefficients  with  respect  to  x.  From  his  result  he  infers  in 
Art.  131  that  two  relations  must  be  satisfied  in  order  that  Vdx  may 
be  integrable,  namely, 

X_dP,crQ_d,R'<VS_ 

^ dx  dx ’ dx*  dx 4 ’ 

and  a similar  relation  in  connexion  with  s and  its  differential 
coefficients. 

4G0.  The  fifteenth  volume  of  the  Novi  Comm.  ...  Petrop.  is 
represented  to  be  for  the  year  1770,  and  was  published  in  1771.  It 
contains  a memoir  of  G8  pages  by  Lexcll,  entitled  De  criteriis  Inte- 
grabilitatis  Formularum  Differentialium.  There  is  a short  account 
of  this  memoir  given  in  pages  18 — 22  of  the  volume.  In  this 
account  Euler’s  theorem  is  referred  to  as,  insigne  Theorema  ab  111. 
Eulero  in  Tomo  in.  Calculi  Integralis  allatum,  and  the  following 
statement  is  made.  Hoc  autem  Theorema,  licet  jam  demum  anno 
praetcrito  in  nunquam  satis  laudato  opere  Calculi  Integralis  evul- 
gatum  fuit,  tamen  ad  minimum  ante  16  annos  ab  Illustris.  ejus 
Auctore  inventum  fuissc  certissime  nobis  habemus  perspectum. 
Quum  vero  interea  Illustr.  Eulerus  hoc  Theorema  cum  insigni 
quodam  Gallia:  Mathematico  communicasset,  probabile  omnino  est, 
Illustr.  Marchionem  de  Condorcet  per  eum  in  cognitioncm  hujus 
Theorematis  pervenisse.  Ex  Ilistoria  enim  Illustrissima:  Academ. 
Scient.  Parisintc  pro  annis  1764  et  1765  acccpimus,  modo  laudatum 
Marchionem  primum  demonstrationem  hujus  Theorematis  cum 
Illustr.  Acad.  Parisina  communicasse,  turn  vero  conscripto  Tractatu 
de  Calculo  Integrali  doctrinam  de  criteriis  integrabilitatis  omnino 
fusius  explicasse. 

It  seems  singular  that  in  this  passage,  which  claims  priority 
for  Euler,  it  is  implied  that  the  theorem  was  first  given  by  Euler 
in  his  Integral  Calculus  in  1770,  when  we  have  seen  that  it  was 
really  given  by  him  in  the  volume  of  the  Novi  Comm.  ...  published 
in  1766.  Lexell,  in  his  memoir,  gives  the  criteria  which  detennino 
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when  an  expression  admits  of  integration  several  times  in  suc- 
cession. 

461.  The  volume  of  the  Tlistoire  de  V Academic  ...de  Paris... 
for  the  year  1765  was  published  in  1768.  Here  on  pages  54  and  55 
we  find  the  following  statements.  M.  Le  Marquis  de  Condorcet 
presented  to  the  Academy  a treatise  on  the  Integral  Calculus.  lie 
solves  this  problem;  given  a differential  equation  of  any  order 
with  any  number  of  variables,  required  to  determine  if  this  equa- 
tion in  the  state  in  which  it  is  proposed  admits  or  does  not 
admit  of  an  integral  of  an  inferior  degree.  This  important  solu- 
tion is  given  with  all  the  elegance  and  all  the  generality  pos- 
sible. 

Lacroix,  Traite  du  Calc.  Diff.  ...  Yol.  2,  page  238,  says  “ ...  je 
passerai  aux  Equations  dc  condition  qu’Euler  a rencontres  par 
une  sorte  de  hasard,  et  qui  ont  <5t<5  dbmontrbes  pour  la  premifcre 
fois  directement  par  Condorcet,  dont  je  suivrai  d’abord  la  marche.” 
Accordingly  we  may  presume  that  Lacroix  gives  Condorcet’s 
method.  The  necessity  of  the  condition  is  shewn  very  distinctly, 
and  the  conditions  are  given  which  must  hold  for  a function  to 
admit  of  integration  twice,  thrice,  &c. 

462.  The  sixteenth  volume  of  the  Novi  Comm. ...  Petrop.  is 
represented  to  lie  for  the  year  1771,  and  was  published  in  1772. 
It  contains  a memoir  by  Lexell  which  occupies  59  pages.  Lexell 
says  that  he  wished  to  give  some  examples  of  the  application  of 
the  criteria  of  integrability,  and- also  to  give  a new  demonstration 
of  Euler’s  theorem,  since  that  which  he  formerly  gave  was  liable 
to  objection. 

Lacroix,  in  his  Traill  du  Calc.  Diff.  ...  Yol.  2,  page  249,  says, 
On  trouve  dans  les  Novi  Commentarii  Acad.  Petrop.  T.  xv.  et 
xvi.  deux  Memoires  dans  lesquels  M.  Lexell  s’est  propose?  dc 
prouver  la  proposition  ci-dessus ; mais  ses  proc<5d4s  sont  extremc- 
ment  compliqu<?s,  et  ont  paru  tels  it  M.  Lagrange.  (Lemons  sur  le 
Calcul  des  Fonctions,  p.  409,  de  l’edition  tn-8°  imprimde  par 
M.  Courcicr,  en  1806.)  Lagrange’s  words  are  quoted  in  the  next 
article,  and  they  do  not  bear  out  the  remark  of  Lacroix ; La- 
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grange  says  that  the  demonstration  in  the  fifteenth  volume  is 
complicated,  and  says  nothing  of  the  other  demonstration,  while 
Lacroix  speaks  of  Lagrange’s  opinion  of  loth  demonstrations. 

463.  Lagrange  has  proved  both  the  necessity  and  sufficiency 
of  the  condition  of  intcgrability  for  the  case  of  a single  dependent 
variable ; and  he  adds  that  in  the  same  way  the  two  conditions 
can  be  obtained  which  must  hold  when  there  are  two  dependent 
variables.  See  the  Thtorie  des  Fonctions,  first  edition,  page  217 ; 
and  the  Lemons  sur  le  Calcul  des  Fonctions,  edition  of  1806,  page 
402.  It  is  usual  on  this  point  to  refer  to  the  latter  work,  but  the 
proof  is  substantially  the  same  in  the  two  works,  though  the 
nature  of  it  is  perhaps  seen  more  readily  in  the  former  work. 

On  page  409  of  the  latter  work,  after  Lagrange  has  given  his 
proof,  he  remarks,  Nous  venons  de  prouver  non  seulement  que  la 
fonction  proposde  ne  peut  6tre  une  fonction  ddrivee  exacte,  h moins 
que  liquation  de  condition  n’ait  lieu,  comme  Euler  et  Condorcet 
l’avaicnt  trouvdc,  mais  encore  que  si  cette  Equation  a lieu,  la 
fonction  sera  ndeessairement  une  ddrivde  exacte,  ce  qui  restait,  ce 
me  semble,  h ddmontrer;  car  la  demonstration  qu’on  en  trouve 
dans  le  tome  XV.  des  Novi  Commentarii  de  Pdtersbourg,  cst  si  com- 
pliqudc,  qu’il  est  difficile  de  juger  de  sa  justesse  et  de  sa  gdneralitd. 

464.  In  the  Lemons...  Lagrange,  after  investigating  the  con- 
ditions of  intcgrability,  gives  some  examples  of  their  use;  see 
pages  417 — 421  of  the  work.  Suppose  in  the  first  place  that  we 
have  a function  of  the  first  order  f (as,  y,  y) ; the  condition  that 
it  may  be  an  exact  differential  is 

/'(y)-[/W=o. 

In  order  that  this  may  be  identical  f'(y')  must  not  contain 
y\  for  if  it  did  [f'{y')~\'  would  contain  y",  and  as  y"  would  not 
occur  in  f'{y),  the  whole  expression  /'(y)  — [/'(y')]'  would  not 
vanish  identically. 

Thus  /(as,  y,  y)  must  be  of  the  form 

ir  foy)  +y'<f>  (x,  y) ; 


Digitized  by  Google 


I. 

I 


510 


CONDITIONS  OF  INTEGRABILITV. 


then  it  will  be  found  that  the  condition  reduces  to 

yfr'iy)  = 


Next,  consider  a function  of  the  second  order  f (x,  y,  y , y") ; the 
condition  that  it  may  be  an  exact  differential  is 

/(y)-[/'(y')]'+[/W  = o. 

As  before,  it  is  necessary  that  f'(y")  should  not  contain  y"  j 
so  that  f{x,  y,  y,  y")  must  be  of  the  form 

■'K*.  y . y')  + y"  <f>  y>  y')- 

Then  it  will  be  found  that  the  equation  of  condition  will 
become 

f ' (y)  + y"  f (y)  - W (y)]'  + l<t>'  (*)]' + [y'f  (y)]' = o. 

Let  +y  <p'(y)  — ty'(y')  be  denoted  by  ^ ( x , y,  y'),  so  that 
the  condition  becomes 

V(y)  +y"<f>'  iy)  + be  (*.  y.  /)]'  - o ; 

that  is 

f (y)  + x(x)  + y'x  (y)  + y"  W>'  (y)  + x (/)]  = o. 

And  y"  does  not  occur  in  any  of  the  functions  i/r'(y),  x'(x), 
x(y)>  80  that  the  l88*  equation  cannot  be  identically  true  unless 

$ (y)+x'(y')=°> 

and  'lr'(y)  + x(x)+y'x'(y)*=0 • 

Lagrange  adds  on  page  421 — In  like  manner  as  in  the  case  of 
a function  of  the  second  order,  the  equation  of  condition  decomposes 
into  two  which  must  hold  simultaneously,  so  it  may  be  proved  that 
for  a function  of  the  third  order  it  will  decompose  into  three,  for  a 
function  of  the  fourth  order  it  will  decompose  into  four;  and  so  on. 
This  statement  has  been  developed  in  two  elaborate  memoirs  by 
Raabe  and  Joachimsthal.  Iiaabe’s  memoir  is  in  Crclle’s  Mathematical 
Journal,  Vol.  31,  pages  181 — 212.  1846.  Joachimsthal’s  memoir  is 
in  Crelle’s  Mathematical  Journal,  Vol.  33,  pages  95—116.  1846. 
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465.  As  we  have  already  stated,  Lacroix  gives  a proof  of  the 
necessity  of  the  conditions  of  integrahility.  His  method  is  inde- 
pendent of  the  Calculus  of  Variations.  But  he  does  not  prove  the 
sufficiency  of  the  conditions  by  this  method,  but  refers  to  the  Cal- 
culus of  Variations  on  this  point.  Accordingly  he  returns  to  the 
subject  in  the  chapter  on  the  Calculus  of  Variations,  and  there  he 
improves,  as  he  considers,  Euler’s  proof ; see  the  Traite  du  Calc. 
Biff.  ...  Vol.  2,  pages  219  and  764. 

466.  The  fourteenth  volume  of  Gergonne’s  Annales  de  Mathi- 
matiques  contains  a memoir  on  the  integrahility  of  differential 
expressions  by  M.  F.  Sarrus ; the  date  of  publication  is  January, 
1824.  The  memoir  occupies  pages  197 — 205  of  the  volume. 

Samis  begins  by  referring  to  the  remarks  of  Lagrange  which 
we  have  quoted  in  Art.  463.  He  then  proves  that  the  conditions 
of  integrahility  are  necessary;  he  takes  the  case  in  which  two 
variables  x and  y are  functions  of  a third  variable  t,  and  an  ex- 
pression involves  x and  y and  their  differential  coefficients.  In 
proving  that  the  conditions  are  necessary,  Sarru3  adopts  precisely 
the  same  method  as  Lacroix,  but  he  does  not  give  any  reference  to 
him  or  to  Condorcet.  Sarrus  then  proves  that  the  conditions  are 
sufficient. 

The  demonstration  given  by  Sarru3  is  perhaps  the  best  for 
elementary  purposes  that  has  yet  appeared,  unless  it  be  considered 
preferable  to  prove  the  necessity  of  the  conditions  in  the  manner 
given  by  Sarrus,  and  the  sufficiency  of  the  conditions  in  the  manner 
given  in  Moigno’s  Lcrons  de  Calc.  Biff,  et  de  Calc.  Int. 

467.  Another  memoir  on  the  conditions  of  integrahility  ap- 
peared in  the  fourteenth  volume  of  Gergonne’s  Annales  ... , pages 
319—323. 

The  question  considered  is  the  following.  Suppose  V a function 
of  x and  y and  their  differential  coefficients  with  respect  to  a third 
variable  t.  Then  the  two  conditions  which  must  hold  in  order 
that  Vi It  may  be  integrable  are  known  from  the  memoir  of  Sarrus. 
Now  suppose  that  y is  made  a function  of  x,  it  is  obvious  that  a 
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single  condition  would  ensure  the  integrability  of  Vdt ; it  is  required 
to  find  that  condition.  The  result  is 


v dx 
X ~dt 


+ r| 


= 0, 


where  X and  Y are  the  functions  which  we  should  have  to  equate 
to  zero  to  ensure  the  integrability  of  Vdt  if  y had  not  been  made 
a function  of  x.  This  result  is  obtained  by  simple  transformations. 
The  result  may  be  easily  obtained  by  the  Calculus  of  Variations; 
for  if  y be  not  supposed  a function  of  x,  we  obtain  in  the  ordinary 

way  for  the  unintegrated  part  of  8 f Vdt  the  expression 


l{X  {**-%*) + Y(*> -%*)}*■■ 

suppose  y is  made  a function  of  x,  then  this  term  becomes 


Thus  in  order  that  Vdt  may  be  integrable,  we  must  have 

djL 

X+Y±  = 0. 

ax 

di 

At  the  end  of  the  memoir  the  writer  says  that  the  condition  is 
exactly  that  of  Lagrange,  Legons  ...  page  412  of  the  edition  of  1806. 
But  Lagrange  has  there  a different  question  before  him ; Lagrange’s 
result  is  in  fact  that  which  we  have  noticed  in  Art.  93,  and  have 
expressed  thus, 

lly  + AY  = 0. 

468.  Graeffe  briefly  refers  to  the  condition  of  integrability  on 
page  46  of  his  essay ; see  Art.  306.  He  quotes  the  theorem  of 
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Euler  as  we  have  given  itin  Art.  458,  and  says,  Manifesto  Eulerus 
ad  illam  ajquationem  in  quaestionibus  quae  ad  calculum  variationum 
spcctant,  instituendis  venit,  unde  accidit,  ut  his  principiis  theorems 
superstrueret*  Sed  ejusdem  evidentia  adhuc  desiderabatur  et  quan- 
quam  Condorcct  et  Lexell  demonstrationcm  in  solius  calculi  inte- 
grals notionibus  fundatam  tentabant,  Lagrange  tamen  primus  rite 
confirmavit,  si  formula  V evanescat,  semper  quantitatem  Zdx  inte- 
grari  posse.  Graeffe  refers  to  Condorcet,  du  Calcul  Integral, 
p.  16  seq.  Novi.  Comm.  ...  Petrop.  T.  XV.  p.  127.  Lagrange 
Legons  ...  p.  401  seq. 

469.  In  Poisson’s  Memoir  on  the  Calculus  of  Variations,  pages 
260 — 270  arc  devoted  to  our  present  subject ; see  Art.  96.  Poisson 
first  shews  very  briefly  the  necessity  of  the  condition.  He  says 
that  if  Vdx  is  an  exact  differential  the  integral  U will  be  a function 
of  x0,  y0,  yQ',  y”,  ...  y,',  y", ... ; thus  the  value  of  hU  must  reduce 
to  the  part  T,  and  therefore  the  factor  II  under  the  integral  sign 
must  vanish ; see  equation  (3)  of  Art  86.  Poisson  adds  the  follow- 
ing words : “ Thus  the  same  equation  11=0  which  determines  the 
value  of  y corresponding  to  the  maximum  or  minimum  of  U,  when 
Vdx  is  not  an  exact  differential,  must  become  identical  when 
Vdx  is  an  exact  differential.  This  remark  is  due  to  Euler,  who 
has  thus  been  the  first  to  express  by  an  equation  the  necessary 
condition  <br  the  integrability  of  a differential  formula  of  any  order. 
Lagrange  has  proved  by  means  of  very  complicated  series  not  only 
that  the  equation  H=  0 is  necessary,  but  that  it  is  sufficient  for  the 
integrability  of  Vdx;  Legons  ...  page  409  of  the  edition  of  1806.” 

Poisson  then  says  that  he  will  give  a demonstration  of  the  second 
part  of  the  proposition  which  appears  more  simple  to  him,  and 
which  has  the  advantage  of  presenting  the  integral  of  Vdx  under  a 
finite  form,  when  the  condition  11=  0 holds. 

470.  A note  by  Sarrus  is  given  in  the  Comptes  Rend  us. . . Vol.  I. 
pages  115 — 117,  1835.  This  note  enunciates  some  results,  which 
the  author  had  obtained  as  generalisations  of  his  memoir  in  Gcr- 
gonne’s  Annales.... 

471.  A memoir  by  Dirksen  on  the  conditions  of  integrability 
of  functions  of  several  variables  occurs  in  the  volume  for  1836  of 
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tlic  Transactions  of  the  Academy  of  Sciences  of  Berlin  ; the  date  of 
the  volume  is  1838.  This  memoir  names  Euler,  Condorcct,  Lexell, 
Lagrange  and  Poisson.  Dirksen  agrees  with  Lagrange  in  speak- 
ing unfavourably  of  Lcxell’s  first  memoir ; and  Dirksen  adds  that 
Lexell’s  second  memoir,  which  Lagrange  does  not  mention,  is  un- 
satisfactory. Dirksen  objects  to  Poisson’s  proof,  because  it  depends 
on  the  Calculus  of  Variations,  and  intimates  that  a proof  depending 
upon  considerations  which  are  not  foreign  to  the  subject,  is  still 
required.  Accordingly,  he  supplies  some  tedious  investigations  on 
the  subject ; he  proves  both  the  necessity  and  sufficiency  of  the  con- 
dition, considering  the  case  of  one  variable. 


472.  A memoir  by  Bertrand  on  the  conditions  of  integrability 
of  differential  functions  was  published  in  the  Journal  de  V Ecole 
roly  technique,  Cahier  28,  1841,  pages  249 — 275.  Bertrand  infers 
from  the  words  of  Lagrange  and  Poisson  that  they  did  not  know 
that  Euler  had  professed  to  prove  tire  sufficiency  as  well  as  the 
necessity  of  the  condition.  Bertrand  quotes  Euler’s  words  as  wo 
have  already  stated  in  Art.  459.  After  some  remarks  on  the  history 
of  the  subject,  Bertrand’s  memoir  is  divided  into  three  sections. 


In  his  first  section,  Bertrand  proves  the  necessity  and  sufficiency 
of  the  condition.  He  says  himself  that  his  proof  agrees  with 
Euler’s  when  the  latter  is  so  modified  as  to  lie  placed  beyond  the 
reach  of  objection.  He  then  shews  how  to  effect  the  integration 
when  the  condition  is  satisfied.  Bertrand  then  investigates  the 
conditions  when  a function  is  to  admit  of  successive  integration ; 
next  he  considers  the  case  when  there  are  two  dependent  variables  ; 
and  lastly,  he  considers  the  condition  which  must  hold  in  order  that 


may  be  capable  of  expression  without  assigning  any  par- 


ticular relation  between  z,  x and  y,  where  V is  a function  of  x,  y,  z, 
and  the  differential  coefficients  of  z with  respect  to  x and  y.  All 
these  investigations  are  simple  and  conclusive. 


Bertrand  begins  his  second  section  by  saying  that  his  demonstra- 
tion in  the  first  section  depended  entirely  on  the  Calculus  of  Varia- 
tions, and  so  lie  says,  differe  cn  cela  dc  cellcs  qui  avaient  itd  pro- 
posies  jusqu'ici  par  Lexell,  Lagrange,  Poisson,  et  dentil:  rement 
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encore  par  M.  Sarrus.  These  words  would  suggest  to  a reader  that 
the  memoir  of  Sarrus  was  subsequent  to  that  of  Poisson,  which  we 
know,  however,  is  not  the  case.  Bertrand  adds  that  these  mathe- 
maticians establish  the  sufficiency  of  the  condition  by  effecting  the 
integration,  the  possibility  of  which  they  wish  to  prove,  and  he  says 
that  they  seem  to  regard  this  as  the  only  difficulty  in  the  question. 
He  considers  all  the  demonstrations  which  have  been  given  very 
complicated,  and  thinks  he  has  found  a simple  demonstration.  Ac- 
cordingly, he  establishes  the  sufficiency  of  the  condition.  His  proof 
is,  as  he  says,  founded  on  the  same  principle  as  Poisson’s,  but  it 
avoids  the  use  of  the  Calculus  of  Variations.  Bertrand’s  proof  is  a 
simplification  of  Poisson’s.  Bertrand  next  proves  the  necessity  of 
the  condition ; this  proof  seems  rather  difficult  but  decisive. 

In  his  third  section  Bertraud  gives  some  interesting  applications 
to  Mechanics. 

473.  The  second  volume  of  Moigno’s  Lemons  de  Calc.  Diff.  et 
de  Calc.  Integ.  is  dated  1844.  Moigno  refers  to  our  present  subject 
on  page  xxxvii.  of  his  preface,  and  considers  it  on  pages  550 — 563 
of  the  work.  Moiguo  states  that  Lexcll,  Lagrange,  and  Poisson 
seem  not  to  have  been  aware  that  Euler  had  proved  not  only  that 
the  condition  is  necessary,  but  that  it  is  sufficient.  This  seems  in- 
correct so  far  as  Lexcll  is  concerned ; for  Lexell  says  that  his  object 
was  to  give  a proof  without  using  the  Calculus  of  Variations , so  that 
he  appears  to  imply  that  the  proposition  had  been  established  by  the 
use  of  that  calculus.  * 

Moigno’s  proof  was  communicated  to  him  by  M.  Jacques  Binet. 
The  method  of  proving  the  sufficiency  of  the  condition  may  be  de- 
scribed as  an  improvement  on  Bertrand’s  simplification  of  Poisson’s 
proof.  The  proofs  of  Poisson  and  Bertrand  are  liable  to  failure,  be- 
cause a certain  quantity  which  occurs  may  become  infinite  or  inde- 
terminate ; the  proof  given  by  Moigno  is  free  from  this  difficulty. 

The  proof  of  the  necessity  of  the  condition  given  by  Moigno 
seems  open  to  an  objection  urged  by  Professor  De  Morgan  in  a 
memoir  which  we  shall  presently  notice.  Mr  De  Morgan  says  : — 
“ Again,  it  is  to  be  shewn,  not  only  that  the  criterion  is  sufficient, 
but  that  it  is  necessary.  Some  of  the  proofs  of  the  latter  point 
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appear  to  me  to  fail  entirely.  They  depend  upon  the  reduction  of 
J Vdx  to  an  integrated  portion  together  with  an  integral  of  the  jorm 

J(Vr—  Vp'  + ...)  Qdx.  This,  it  is  assumed,  must  vanish;  which 

though  clear  enough  in  the  common  case  in  which  Q=y,  and  V,— ... 
is  a function  of  x only,  is  not  sufficiently  supported  in  any  other. 
Why  may  not  ( Vv  — ...)  Q he  a new  integrable  function?”  It  docs 
not  seem  that  this  objection  holds  against  any  other  proof  besides 
that  given  by  Moigno. 

Both  Bertrand’s  proof  and  that  given  by  Moigno  of  the  suffi- 
ciency of  the  conditions  allow  us  to  draw  the  two  inferences  drawn 
by  Poisson  ; see  Art.  96. 

474.  An  article  on  the  integrability  of  functions  by  Professor 
Bruun,  of  Odessa,  was  published  in  1848,  in  the  eighth  number  of 
the  seventh  volume  of  the  Bulletin...  Pkysico-Mathematique  of  the 
Academy  of  St  Petersburg ; the  article  is  in  German.  This  article 
proves  both  the  necessity  and  sufficiency  of  the  condition ; the  proof 
depends  on  the  Calculus  of  Variations.  The  method  resembles 
Poisson’s,  but  is  much  simpler.  This  article  is  included  in  Pro- 
fessor Bruun’s  Manual  of  the  Calculus  of  Variations. 

475.  We  may  now  refer  to  some  investigations  by  Bertrand 
and  Sarrus  which  are  connected  with  the  present  subject.  Ber- 
trand’s investigations  were  mentioned  in  the  Comptes  JRendus  ... 
Vol.  28,  pages  350,  351.  1849.  Sarrus  gave  on  pages  439 — 442  of 
the  same  volume  a brief  account  of  the  method  which  he  had  for 
many  years  explained  in  his  lectures,  and  which  he  presumed 
would  be  found  to  agree  with  Bertrand’s.  A memoir  by  Bertrand 
explaining  his  method  was  published  in  Liouville’s  Journal  of 
Mathematics,  Vol.  14,  page3  123 — 131.  1849.  This  memoir  is 
followed  by  a note  by  Sarrus,  which  occupies  pages  131 — 134  of 
the  volume. 

. The  method  of  Bertrand  and  Sarrus  is  different  from  that  of 
previous  writers  on  tire  subject.  Bertrand’s  own  words  will  give 
an  idea  of  it.  After  referring  to  Euler’s  well-known  condition  of 
integrability,  which  had  been  so  often  demonstrated,  Bertrand 
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makes  the  following  remarks.  Notwithstanding  the  elegant  form 
of  this  condition  the  application  of  it  is  very  laborious.  In  order 
to  make  use  of  the  condition,  wc  have  to  perform  a large  number 
of  differentiations,  and  when  the  condition  is  satisfied  we  have  to 
perform  a new  set  of  operations  in  order  to  obtain  the  integral 
which  is  thus  known  to  exist.  The  method  which  I propose  in  this 
memoir  differs  widely  from  that  of  Euler,  and  it  would  require 
some  complicated  investigations  to  establish  their  agreement  in  a 
direct  manner ; the  method  does  not  certainly  lead  to  such  an 
elegant  condition  as  Euler’s,  but  the  operations  which  it  requires 
have  the  great  advantage  of  simplicity.  It  is  by  integrating  a 
proposed  function  that  wc  ascertain  that  it  is  intcgrable ; each 
operation  is  followed  by  a verification,  and  we  are  relieved  from  the 
necessity  of  continuing  the  process  if  the  verification  does  not 
succeed.  We  have  thus  an  advantage  analogous  to  that  of  the 
method  of  commensurable  roots  in  the  Theory  of  Equations;  for 
this  method,  although  it  does  not  give  us  a formula  for  the  roots, 
indicates  a series  of  operations  by  which  we  may  find  these  roots, 
and  a single  operation  will  often  shew  that  such  a root  does  not 
exist. 

We  may  add  that  the  method  is  explained  in  Professor  Boole’s 
Differential  Equations , pages  219 — 222. 


476.  Minich.  An  article  on  the  present  subject  occurs  in 
Tortolini's  Annali  di  Scienze  Matematiche  e Fisiche,  Yol.  1,  pages 
321 — 336.  1850.  The  article  is  said  to  be  an  extract  from  an 
unpublished  memoir.  The  article  is  divided  into  three  sections. 


In  the  first  section  Minich  proposes  to  exhibit  the  conditions 
which  ensure  that  a function  shall  be  susceptible  of  repeated  inte- 
gration, under  a simpler  form  than  the  well-known  form.  An 
example  will  give  a clear  idea  of  Minich’s  object.  Suppose  wc 
have  an  expression  V which  involves  * and  y and  the  differential 

coefficients  of  y with  respect  to  x up  to  ; and  let  the  partial 
differential  coefficients  of  V with  respect  to  y,  ~ , 


and 


dxl  ' 


be  denoted  by  N,  P,  Q,  II,  S respectively.  Then  the 


Digitized  by  Google 


518 


CONDITIONS  OF  INTEGRABILITY. 


conditions  which  are  necessary  and  sufficient  in  order  that  V 
may  be  immediately  integrable  four  times  in  succession  are  known 
to  be 


dP  PQ 

dx  + dx' 


PR  PS 


+ ==0* 


do?  dx' 


„ adQ  daR  d*S  n 

p-2-£+3^-lT7-t>’ 

„ „ dR  d'S  „ 

«-3-e+6&-0' 

E-  4^-0. 

dx 

Minich  substitutes  for  this  system  the  following  more  simple 
system,  « 

4N—^-  = 0,  3P-2^  = 0,  2<2-3~=0,  R- 4^  = 0. 
dx  dx  dx  dx 

If  we  only  require  that  V shall  be  immediately  integrable  three 
times  in  succession,  the  conditions  will  consist  of  the  first  three  of 
the  first  system  given  above ; and  Minich  substitutes  for  them  the 
following, 

„ dP  d*Q 
6N  — 3 j — I — j-j-  = 0, 
dx  dar 


And  similarly  if  V is  to  be  immediately  integrable  twice  in 
succession,  Minich  gives  the  two  conditions, 

**-•£+•2-3-* 

P-2^+3^?-4^=0. 
dx  dx  dor 
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Thus  in  every  case  the  last  condition  of  Minich’s  system  is  the 
same  as  the  last  condition  of  the  ordinary  system,  and  the  other 
conditions  of  Minich’s  system  are  simpler  than  the  conditions  of 
the  ordinary  system.  Minich  gives  a general  investigation,  and 
shews  that  the  ordinary  system  can  be  deduced  from  his  system, 
lie  does  not  shew  conversely  that  his  system  can  be  deduced  from 
the  ordinary  system ; this  however  is  the  case,  and  it  can  be  easily 
verified  in  the  example  which  we'  have  given. 

The  object  of  the  second  section  of  Minich’s  article  may  be  seen 
from  an  example  which  occurs  in  it.  Suppose  we  require  the  con- 
dition which  must  hold  in  order  that  a given  expression 

Rdj?  + Sdxdy  + Tdyx 

may  result  by  differentiating  an  expression  of  the  form  Pdx+  Qdy, 
on  the  supposition  that  dx  and  dy  are  both  constant.  The  required 
condition  is  found  to  be 


(PR  <PS  d'T 

dyx  dxdy  dx? 


The  third  section  of  Minich’s  article  relates  to  the  integration 
of  expressions  in  Finite  Differences.  Lacroix  intimates  that  Con- 
dorcet  was  the  first  to  consider  this  subject,  and  Lacroix  considers 
the  subject  more  curious  than  useful;  see  the  TraM  du  Calc. 
Riff,  et  du  Calc.  Int.  Vol.  3,  page  311.  Minich  investigates  the 
condition  which  is  necessary  in  order  that  one  immediate  Finite 
Integration  may  be  possible.  Suppose  V any  function  of  x,  y, 
Ay,  A sy, . . . A "y ; let  Ay  be  denoted  by  pl , and  A’y  by  pt , and  so  on. 
Let  the  symbol  E be  equivalent  to  1 + A.  Then  the  necessary 
condition  is 


E' 


A E"  ' -j-  + A 2?  - 

dy  dPt  dp , 


dV 

+ (—  1)"  A"  = 0. 

dp. 


This  condition  may  also  be  put  in  another  form. 


Suppose  that  in  V we  put  for  Ay,  A’y, ...  their  values  in  terms 
ofy,  •••;  namely 

&y=yl-'J,  A’y  = y„  - 2y,  + y,  ... 
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then  V becomes  a function  of  x,y,  yv  y„ ...  yn.  The  condition  may 
now  be  expressed  thus,  ’ . 


E-—  +E-^  + E^>  d-J-  + ...  + dJ-  = 0. 

d2f  d2/i  dy,  dyn 


dV 

In  this  form  of  the  condition  is  not  the  same  thing  as  was 
dV  . 


denoted  by  in  the  first  form  of  the  condition. 


Minich  then  briefly  indicates  the  conditions  necessary  in  order 
that  it  may  be  possible  to  effect  immediate  Finite  Integration  any 
number  of  times  in  succession ; and  he  shews  that  the  system  of 
conditions  which  he  first  obtains  is  deducible  from  a second  system 
which  is  more  simple,  so  that  this  part  of  the  third  section  is 
analogous  to  the  first  section. 


477.  In  Mr  Jellett’s  treatise  on  the  Calculus  of  Variations  a 
chapter  is  devoted  to  the  present  subject.  The  ordinary  proof  by 
the  Calculus  of  Variations  of  the  necessity  and  sufficiency  of  the 
condition  of  integrability  is  given,  and  then  five  propositions  are 
discussed.  (1)  To  investigate  the  conditions  under  which  a func- 
tion will  admit  of  immediate  integration  m times  successively. 


(2)  To  find  the  form  of  the  function  V in  order  that  J j Vdx  dy  may 

be  reduced  to  a single  integral,  when  V is  a function  of  x,  y,  z,  p, 
and  q.  (3)  To  find  the  form  of  the  function  V in  order  that 

JJ  Vdxdy  may  be  reducible  to  a single  integral,  when  V is  a func- 


tion of  x,  y,  z,  p,  q,  r,  s,  and  t.  (4)  To  find  whether  it  is  possible 
to  represent  the  superficial  area  of  a surface  by  any  such  formula  as 


r + jjF(P,  6,  <f>)d6d<f>, 


where  T is  a quantity  referring  solely  to  the  limits  of  integration, 
/'is  the  perpendicular  from  the  origin  upon  the  tangent  plane,  and 
6 and  <f>  are  the  polar  angles  which  determine  the  position  of  this 
perpendicular.  (5)  Let  Ji  and  11  be  the  principal  radii  of  curvature 
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of  a closed  surface,  P the  perpendicular  on  the  tangent  plane,  and 
dto  the  element  of  the  spherical  surface  described  by  a portion  of 
this  perpendicular  whose  length  is  equal  to  unity.  Then 

JJ(P  + J?)da>  = 2 jjpdu, 

the  integrals  being  extended  throughout  the  entire  of  the  closed 
surface. 

478.  A memoir  On  some  points  of  the  Integral  Calculus  by 
Professor  De  Morgan  was  published  in  1851  in  the  second  part  of 
the  ninth  volume  of  the  Transactions  of  the  Cambridge  Philosophical 
Society.  The  fourth  section  of  the  Memoir  is  devoted  to  the  con- 
dition of  integrability  of  a differential  expression.  After  the  memoir 
had  been  read  before  the  Society  Mr  De  Morgan  became  acquainted 
with  the  memoir  of  Samis,  which  we  have  noticed  in  Art.  466  ; but 
as  Mr  De  Morgan’s  copy  of  this  memoir  was  detached  from  the 
volume  to  which  it  belonged,  he  did  not  know  in  what  journal  it 
had  been  published,  and  made  a wrong  conjecture.  Mr  De  Morgan 
says  with  respect  to  Sarrus’s  memoir,  “ This  memoir  contains  the 
proof  here  given,  in  substance,  though  the  equations  on  which 
the  condition  is  founded  are  not  demonstrated.  It  is  singular  that 
M.  Bertrand  takes  no  notice  of  it,  except  to  observe  that  M.  Samis 
does  not  use  the  calculus  of  variations.  MM.  Cauchy  and  Moigno 
pass  it  over  altogether.  But  it  must  be  observed  that  M.  Sarrus 
establishes  only  the  necessity  of  the  condition,  and  does  not  esta- 
blish its  sufficiency,  except  when  the  equations  that  give  it  are 
presented  with  it."  The  statement  that  Sarrus  does  not  prove  the 
sufficiency  of  the  condition  is  incorrect.  By  “ MM.  Cauchy  and 
Moigno”  is  meant  the  work  published  under  the  name  of  Moigno 
which  we  have  noticed  in  Art.  473.  It  is  not  obvious  what  is  meant 
by  the  remark  that  “ the  equations  on  which  the  condition  is 
founded  are  not  demonstrated.” 

479.  There  is  a very  good  elementary  discussion  of  the  subject 
in  Stegmann’s  treatise  on  the  Calculus  of  Variations,  pages 
118 — 132.  Stcgmann  begins  by  remarking  that  the  equation  fur- 
nished by  the  Calculus  of  Variations  for  the  maximum  or  minimum 
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of  an  integral  may  in  some  cases  be  impossible  and  in  some  cases 
identical.  An  instance  of  the  first  kind  is  supplied  by  endeavour- 
ing to  find  the  maximum  or  minimum  of  j (ay>  — y)  dx.  Here  we 
should  obtain  as  the  condition  for  a maximum  or  a minimum 
— 1 — x = 0,  that  is  — 2 = 0,  which  is  impossible.  In  fact  if  we 
transform  the  proposed  expression  to  polar  co-ordinates  we  find 
that  we  arc  requiring  the  maximum  or  minimum  of  Jr'  dd,  and  it 


is  obvious  that  this  function  may  be  made  either  as  great  as  we 
please  or  as  small  as  we  please.  Stegmann  then  passes  on  to  the 
case  in  which  the  equation  becomes  an  identity,  and  this  leads  him 
to  discuss  the  condition  of  integrability.  He  proves  the  necessity 
of  the  condition  in  the  same  way  as  Snrrus,  and  the  sufficiency 
of  the  condition  in  the  same  way  as  Binet  in  Moigno’s  work. 

Stegmann  makes  a remark  on  his  page  123  which  wc  will  give 
here.  Suppose  V dx  a perfect  differential  of  u,  where  u involves  x 
and  y and  the  differential  coefficients  of  y with  respect  to  x up  to 

^ y . Let  yr  stand  for  . Then 
dx  J dx 


TT  du  du  du  du 

V = -dx  + dy  y' + dy/' + ’ ' ’ ' ‘ + ! 


. . dV  d'u 

therefore  — = -y — r 
dy  dy  dx 


d'u  d'u 


7A+- 


dy  dy, 


Thus 


dV 

dU 


d du 
dx  dy  ’ 


where  the  right-liand  member  means  the  complete  differential  co- 
efficient of  ^ with  respect  to  x. 


Therefore 

II 

that  is 

d 

dy  J 

f™*-j 

ff-. 

Digitized  by  Google 


CONDITIONS  OF  I NTEGR  ABILITY. 


52 


bo  that  if  Vdx  is  a perfect  differential,  the  two  operations  of  com- 
plete integration  with  respect  to  x and  partial  differentiation  with 
respect  to  y,  may  he  performed  on  V in  either  order. 

480.  We  will  close  this  chapter  by  giving  a translation  of  the 
memoir  of  Sarrus  which  we  have  noticed  in  Art.  466,  and  also  an 
account  of  the  method  adopted  by  Braun  which  we  have  noticed  in 
Art.  474. 

481.  The  present  article  is  a translation  of  the  memoir  of 
Sarrus. 

The  investigation  of  the  conditions  of  intcgrability  of  differential 
functions  which  has  chiefly  engaged  Euler  and  Condorcet  constitutes 
one  of  the  most  important  branches  of  the  higher  analysis.  The 
method  of  variations  leads  very  simply  to  these  conditions,  but  the 
use  of  this  method  in  investigations  which  strictly  belong  to  the 
Integral  Calculus  seems  indirect,  and  moreover  it  does  not  assist 
us  in  arriving  at  the  integral  when  these  conditions  are  fulfilled. 

Euler  and  Condorcet  proved  satisfactorily  by  their  analysis 
that  the  conditions  which  they  obtained  are  necessary;  but  Lexcll 
appears  to  be  the  first  who  without  using  any  considerations  foreign 
to  the  integral  calculus,  tried  to  demonstrate  that  these  conditions 
are  sufficient,  that  is,  that  they  assure  us  of  the  possibility  of  effect- 
ing the  integration,  which  is  the  important  point  in  the  theory 
{Novi  Comm. ...  Pet.  Vol.  xv).  Unfortunately,  as  Lagrange  re- 
marks, the  demonstration  of  Lexell  is  so  complicated  that  it  is 
difficult  to  judge  of  its  accuracy  and  its  generality. 

In  reflecting  on  this  subject  it  appears  to  us  that  the  processes 
of  the  differential  calculus,  strictly  so  called,  are  sufficient  by  them- 
selves to  lead  in  a simple  manner  to  the  conditions  of  intcgrability 
and  to  the  demonstration  of  the  important  proposition  of  Lexell ; 
and  this  we  propose  to  shew  in  this  brief  memoir. 

In  all  that  follows  * and  y will  be  any  functions  of  a!  third 
variable,  the  differential  of  which  we  shall  take  for  unity,  and  of 
any  number  of  constants.  For  abridgement,  we  shall  represent 
dx,Px,d*x,...  by  and  dy,  d'y,d‘y,...\>yyl,yt,  y3,...; 
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P,  P„  P„  P„  ...  will  be  any  functions  of  x,  x„  xa,  x 

a^„  y,  y„  y„  y3,  ...  y..„  and  their  differentials  will  be  re- 
spectively p,  p„  p„  p„  ... 

Thus  we  have  identically, 


dP 


dP 


dP 


p~faX'+  dx,X*  + dxX>  + 


...  + 


dP 

dx„ 


dP  dP  dP  dP 

Tg*'*~*isZs- 


and  therefore 

dp  ,dP  dp  _,dP  dP  dp=  dP_  dP 

dx  1 dx  ’ dx,  dx,  dx  ’ dxa  dxt  dx,  ’ 

dp  _ d dP  dP  dp  = dP 
dxm-t  ~ <&«-,  dx„_,  ’ dx„  dx^,  . 

dp_jdP  dp  _ jdP.dP  dp=ddP  dP  ' 

dy  ~ dy’  dy,  dyx  dy’  dy,  1 dy,  dy,’" 

► 

dp  dP  dP  dp  _ dP 

dy^x  ~ dy + dy^,  ’ dyn  dy . 


From  the  first  of  these  systems  of  equations  we  obtain  by  succes- 

t . , . dP  dP  dP  dP 

sively  eliminating  the  differentials  of  ^ — , ... , -j-p , -ppp  , 


dP  dp 
dx^  dxm 

dP  _ dp  _ d dp 

dx*-*  ~ dxm.  1 dx„ 

dP  dp  r}  dp  , rn  dp 

fcZt~d^Z>  dxm 


(3). 


(H1-  ?£.  _ d-p  +d'&- 

dx  dx,  dx,  dxt 


. + d"-' 


dp 

dxj 


= *£-d&-  + d,&-...*d*-,-fi-±d 


dx  dx, 


dx. 


dx,„ 


dp 

dx„ 
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The  last  of  these  equations  is  an  equation  of  condition  which 
must  be  satisfied  by  the  differential  p of  the  function  P. 

The  equations  (2)  treated  in  the  same  manner  give  a similar 
system  to  (3),  namely 

dP  dp 
dy«- 1 - dy, 
dP  _ dp  j dp 


d!/n-t  d!/n 


' dy. 


(4). 


+ 

dy  dy,  dy,  dy»  dy. 

0 = ±-d&  + d'&-...Td"d^±d*±-. 

dy  dy,  dy,  dy dy,  ■> 

The  last  of  these  is  a new  equation  of  condition  which  must  be 
satisfied  by  the  differential  p of  the  function  P. 

Before  we  proceed  further  we  may  remark  that  if  P is  a function 
of  x„  xUl,  xM, ...  x„_,,  y,  y„  y„  ...  only,  that  is,  if  this  func- 
tion  does  not  contain  any  of  the  quantities  x,  xlt  x„  ...  x^„  we 
shall  have 

dP  . dP  n dP  n dP  „ 

dx  dx,  dx,  dx{_, 

±-0  dP-0  4p.  = 0 dp-o- 

dx~°'  dx~  ’ dx,  ’ dx^-"’ 

the  application  of  the  same  method  will  then  lead  to  the  results 

d — dp 

dx j dx, 


0 = &-d 


dx,  dxt 


^P-+pdP- 


dx-j. 


±<P*H 


dp 

dx„ 


(5) , 

(6) . 


This  remark  will  be  useful  to  us  in  the  sequel. 


When  we  are  sure  that  p is  an  exact  differential  the  equations 
(3)  and  (4)  will  supply  the  simplest  means  for  obtaining  the  in- 
tegral P by  quadratures  only.  But  we  have  now  to  prove  that  any 
differential  function  which  satisfies  identically  equations  (3)  and  (4) 
is  necessarily  an  exact  differential. 
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In  the  first  place  let  m4  be  any  function  whatever  of 


’ *1+1  > * ■ • &*>  y>  y \ > y ‘i i •••> y* 


(7), 


subject  only  to  the  condition  of  satisfying  the  equation 



in  which  At  is  any  constant  quantity  whatever.  This  equation  may 
be  put  in  the  form 

dui 

3*7 


dxt 


— Af  + d 


-d^L  +d'4^~ ...  + dr**  dUi 


dx„ 


. 

dxj  ’ 


t^i+l  'AM'U* 

and  hence  wc  infer  that  since  the  first  member  does  not  involve 
differentials  of  x and  y of  a higher  order  than  xm,  y„  the  part  of  . 
the  second  member  comprised  between  the  brackets  cannot  involve 
differentials  of  the  same  variables  of  a higher  order  than  xm_l  and 
y,_, ; and  therefore  it  will  be  possible  to  find  a function  P4  of  xif 
X(+„  ... , y,  y„  y„—,yn-v  which  satisfies  the  equation 

i-‘  - J dui  j.  a*  clu * _ x du± 

dxt  dxM  dxM  dxM  •"  dxj 

■ and  from  this  by  means  of  (5)  we  shall  have 


d'h  . ,dPi  dpt 

tet  = A,  + dd^  = Ai  + £<' 


and  therefore 


ui  = Aixi+pi  + uu 


(8), 


where  uM’  denotes  a function  of  *i+I , 


... > y i»  ...j y*t 

which  must  be  determined  in  a suitable  manner.  Substitute  this 
value  of  «j  in  (7),  and  observing  that  since  p{  is  an  exact  differential 
wc  have  by  (6) 


o=±'-dp-+<rd£L-...id 


dx(  dxt 
we  shall  find  after  reduction 


dxtA 


-i  dPi_ 
dxm 


0 = d dp*  - dx  dUi*1  + d‘  ^f±! 

CIX{+1 

and  tlierefore  by  integrating 


..  +<T-<£^i ti, 
dxm 
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A^.= 


^ui±X J 2'!  ^lu dtlj+ 1 


dxL 


dx. 


+ d' 


dx u 


dx,„ 


"<+i  “*(« 

which  shews  that  aj+l  is  entirely  of  the  same  nature  as  w,. 

Let  us  now  suppose  that  u is  a function  of  x,  xlt  xt,  ... , x„, 
y,  ylt  yt,  ... , yn,  which  satisfies  the  condition 

. du  , da  ,,  du  j du 

by  operations  analogous  to  those  which  gave  U3  equation  (8)  we 
shall  obtain 

u =p  + ult 


Ui=AlXX+Pi+U*> 

«. = A,x,  +pt  + u„ 
Ht  = A»x,+P.  + tl« 


A»x-l  Xtn-l  “b  Pm— i “b  } 

um  = Amxm  +pm  + Y, 

Y being  a function  of  y,  y, , y, , ... , yn  only. 

Add  these  equations  and  put  for  abridgement 

2 = A,X,  + AtXt  + A,X»  + •••  + Amxm 

+ p,+  pt  + ...  + pm; 

thus  « = q + Y, 

in  which  q is  evidently  an  exact  differential  because  each  of  the 
terms  of  which  it  is  composed  is  an  exact  differential. 

If  w did  not  involve  y and  its  differential  coefficients  yt,yt, 
y , ...,  yH,  the  function  which  we  have  represented  by  would  be 
a constant  and  therefore  zero,  otherwise  u would  be  composed  of 
heterogeneous  terms,  which  can  never  be  the  case ; thus  u would 
then  be  an  exact  differential. 
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If  on  the  contrary  u involves  y and  its  differential  coefficients 
y,.  ysi  ... , y.,  hut  so  that  the  following  equation  is  identically 
satis  tied, 


du  ,du  du 
0 = -.-  ~d-r-  +d'-j- 

dy  dyl  dy. 


the  function  Y may  be  different  from  zero ; but  by  substituting  in 
this  equation  the  value  of  u just  given,  and  observing  that  since  q 
is  an  exact  differential  we  have 


~dy  ddyi+d  dy 


we  obtain,  by  reduction, 


-dd*+d-¥ 


from  this  we  conclude  as  before,  that  since  Y only  involves  y and 
its  differential  coefficients  yt,  y„  ys, ...  , yn,  this  function  Y is  neces- 
sarily an  exact  differential,  60  that  in  this  case,  as  in  the  preceding, 
u is  still  an  exact  differential. 


In  order  to  simplify  the  question  we  have  supposed  that  all  the 
functions  involved  only  two  variables  x and  y and  their  differential 
coefficients ; but  it  is  easy  to  see  that  the  question  would  not  be- 
come very  much'  complicated  if  we  wished  to  consider  more  than 
two  variables,  and  that  moreover  the  conclusions  would  be  abso- 
lutely the  same. 

[It  would  perhaps  have  been  clearer  if  Sarrus  had  explicitly 
introduced  the  third  variable,  say  t,  of  which  x and  y may  be  sup- 
posed functions ; thus  in  his  value  of  p we  should  add  a term  on 
dP 

the  right  ; his  equations  (1)  and  (2)  would  still  hold.  His 

method  really  amounts  to  the  following ; let  V be  any  function  of 
x,  y,  t,  and  the  differential  coefficients  of  x and  y with  respect  to  t ; 

then  suppose  j V dt  separated  into  two  parts,  first,  that  part  which 

would  arise  from  supposing  t variable,  but  not  x,  y,  and  their  differ- 
ential coefficients,  secondly,  that  part  which  would  arise  from  regard- 
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ing  x,  y and  their  differential  coefficients  .as  variables.  Then  the 
first  part  may  be  supposed  obtained  by  ordinary  explicit  integration, 
and  Sarrus  disregards  it. 

Dirksen’s  process,  which  wc  have  referred  to  in  Art.  471, 
resembles  that  of  Sarrus  in  this  respect;  both  in  fact  follow 
Condorcet’s  method  as  given  by  Lacroix.] 


482.  'We  will  now  give  an  account  of  the  method  adopted 
by  Bruun  which  we  have  noticed  in  Art.  474. 

Bruun  proves  the  necessity  of  the  condition  in  the  same  way  as 
it  is  usually  proved  in  works  on  the  Calculus  of  Variations.  Ilis 
proof  of  the  sufficiency  of  the  condition  is  substantially  the  fol- 
lowing. Let  V be  a function  of  x and  y and  the  differential 
coefficients  of  y with  respect  to  x,  which  satisfies  the  condition  of 
integrability,  say  V =f{x,  y,  y,  y", ...).  Change  y into  y + thj, 
and  let  V,  denote  what  V now  becomes,  so  that 

V,  =f{x,  y + %,  y + %',  y"  + ...). 


Then  let 


U=  J V,dx,  so  th 

dU  f dVt  , 

St  =J  sdx- 


dV  . . 

Now  -jt  ‘ will  consist  of  a.  series  of  terms  which  we  'may  de- 


note by 


LSy  + MBy'  + NSy"  + PBy"  + . . 


Apply  the  process  of  integration  by  parts  in  the  usual  manner 
of  the  Calculus  of  Variations,  and  we  shall  obtain 

+¥  (*-£+...) 

+ V (iJ~ ) 

+ 

Mr  dM  d‘N  d'P  \ , 

L-Hx+-dJ-l&+- )dx- 

34 
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The  part  under  the  integral  sign  vanishes,  because  the  con- 
dition of  integrability  is  supposed  to  be  satisfied  with  respect  to 
f(x,  y,  y , y",  ...),  and  it  will  therefore  be  satisfied  when  y is 
changed  into  y + tBy.  Thus  we  may  express  our  result  as  follows, 

- J-  = (*, y + %,  y + y"  + •••) 

+ (x>  y + %,  y + y"  + •••) 

+ W f-, (x>  y + %.  y + y'  + • • •) 

+ 

Integrate  with  respect  to  t from  t = 0 to  t=  1 ; then  the  left- 
hand  member  gives  us  lll—  U0,  so  that 

j fix,  y + By,  y + By,  y"  + By",  ...)  dx-Jflx,  y,  y\  y", ...)  dx 
= J jSyifr  ( x , y + tBy,  y + y"  + tBy", ...) 

+ sy' i'l  (x,  y + %,  y + y"  + tBy", ...) 

+ ty'W'-,  {x,  y + tBy,  y + tBy , y"  + tBy", ...) 

+ | dt. 


In  tips  result  put  0 for  y and  y for  By  ; thus  * 

lf{x,  y,  y',  y",  ...)dx-jftx,  0,  0,  0, ...)  dx 

= j |% (x,  ty,  ty',  ty",  ...)+By'fl  [x,  ty,  ty',  ty" , ...) 

+ h"  Vbt (*»  ty*  *y',  ty",  •••)  + j dt. 

This  is  in  fact  the  result  originally  obtained  by  Poisson ; see 
Art.  96. 
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